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k were inhi such lowly circumstances as the
f Gospel found them for very few ofthose
t who are in what are called the upper
f classes of society have received the

Gospel of the Son of God itlIt hashac seemseem-seem-
ed

seem-
eded as though these spiritsswere purposely
sent into lowly homes into obscure
families and into places where when
the Gospel was sounded in theirtheirearsthe-ir ears
there was not so much to sacrifice in
order to receive itit

This is the work we are engaged in
my brethren and sisters and we should
be engaged in it wilwithwilhh allourall our hearts
We should contend against the evil in-inin-

fluences
in-

fluences
inin-

fluences that are around us We
should keep ourOUI hearts open to the
influences of the Spirit of God
We call upon the people with un-unun
wearying effort and with unceasing vOice
to live so near to God that they shall
know for themselves You remember
the instance oof the two young men in-

the
inin-

the
in-

thethe camp of Israel upon whom the spirit
of prophecy fell Their brethren ofol the
seventy had gone out of the camp unto
the tabernacle but they remained and
the spirit of prophecy fell upon them
and they prophesied in the camp
Joshua the servant of Moses was jealous
because of their having received this
spirit and hebe told Moses about it The
reply of Moses was that of a man of God
whoKingdomunderstood the things of the KingKing-
dom of God There was no narrownarrow-narrow-
ness

narrow-
nessness no jealousy in the heart of that
noble man He said unto Joshua

thou for mynay sake Would God that
all

t-hethe LordsLord's people were prophets and that
the Lord would put His Spirit upon them

He was glad to hear that the spirit of
prophecy had rested upon these two
men He would have been glad if It
had rested upon every man inio Israel
So it is today Would God that ailall theLatterElders of Israel and all the LatterdaySaints were filled with every gift and
grace that God ever bestows on humanhuman-
kind

human-
kind

human-
kindkind Would to God that this entire
people would live so as to commune
constantly with Him Would the First
Presidency and the Twelve Apostles be
jealous Not in the least Oh how easy
it would be to govern this people to
direct these aapostles these bishops and
these elders if they were filled with the
Spirit ofot God and the power of the
everlasting priesthood Who could be
jealous under such circumstances It
would be hailedbailed as the most glorious

that had ever dawned upon the hu-hum-as hu--
masaraa family if every man and woman in-

this
inin-

thistbthis church were to liveve so near to God
that they would have the visions of
eternity before them andaDd comprehendnd
the things of Godcod as they really are DoDD-

I
Do-

I
Do-

II speak now otof something that cannot
be reached No it iiss within the reach

e- veryof every human being that will keep the
commandments otof God You can walkwalk-
in

walk-
ininiD the light brethren you can walk inin-

the
in-

the
in-

tilethe light sisters You can have the
light and power of God constantly with
you to lead and guide you in all the
things of the kingdom And that is what
we are laboring for that is why we
preach to you that is why we visit you
when we can and talk to you as we do
Our purpose is to stir you up as sons
and daughters of God to have the
power of God and to be in close comcom-
munion

com-
munionmunionmunion with yourfour Heavenly Father
He is not ouroar Father alone He is your
Father and He sends us as His messenmessen-messen-
gers

messen-
gersgers to you He tells us what to say to
you He fills us with His Holy Spirit

Et-Et at though it would

Jf

bumburn us up No human tongue can exex-
press

ex-exex-
press

I

press the great desire that fillsfins ourourI I

hearts toward you We want you to be
saved We want you to be exalted WeWeI

I

want you to fill your missions and to
build up the Kingdom of God never toto-

be
to-

bebe thrown down That is our desire
It is with us by night and by dayoay We
yearn over this ppeopleople as a mother ddoesdeses
over her children and we testify to you
concerning these things because we ourour-our-
selves

our-
selvesselves have proved them God himself
has told us concerning these matters
and we do not speak that which we dodo-
not

do-
not

do-
notnot know And the Lord is going to
hold us as a people accountable for the
light and knowledgee He hashac given and
the opportunities he has offered us II-
say

I-

saysay to you therefore we must be
obedient to the voice of God we must
listen to His counsels we must set k to
know His mind and will Can I describe
the glory that awaits us it we are faithtanh
fUI I cannot No human tongue can
describe it The only way to know it isis-

by
is-

by
is-

byby having the spirit and power of GoGod
and revelations and visions given to us
But that He intends to exalt youfOu
to give you glory to crown you and to
have you sit upon thrones This is no
Imaginary thing You will not wield a
barren sceptre You wil not wear a
crown that will not be emblematical of
power God intends to bestow power
upon you But He will have you faithful
He will have you and obedient
and He will have you united We areare-
now

are-
now

are-
nownow passing through things to test us

Allusion was made yesterday by Elder
Moses Thatcher to the spirit of acriacri-acri-
mony

acri-
mony

acri-
monymony that he said existed among the
pepepiepie such a spirit is wrongwrung We must
cultivate a spirit that will make u
united though we may differ in our
views concerningconcerning the methods of
government The Latterday Saints
nave got to be tried in this The Lord
has permitted it forlor a wiswise purpose and
He wants us to be a wise people and not
forget the principles otof the Gospel ForFor-
I

For-
II tellteU youvou my brethren and sisters that
we have not fortor years been sayingbaying to I

you in vain that the timetame is coming when
I

the people otof God will exercise great
influence in this land It we will be
wise temperate in the exercise of
power and conform to the principles
that He has taught us we shall be a
shining light in the midst ofot this nation
the eyes of the nation will be directed
toward us They wi 1 see that God is
with usorus-oror some power that they have
not got They will see that there isais a
superiority about our organization that
they do not have

Already the course that the Lord has
pointed out forlor His servants to take has
been vindicated and is being vindicatedd
moremure and more and the day is not far
distant when these things will be recog-
nized

recog-
nized

recog-
nized by the nations our own nation
especially Therefore we should prove
ourselves worthy and show that we are
indeed a people such as they have heard
we are We are noted forlor a fewlew good
qualities and we should maintain these
qualities One otof them is our honesty
We should be an honest people WtWe
should be honest in our dealings one
with another and no man Ifit hene act
honestly in all things will ever fail to reore-re-

ceive
rere-

ceive the SSpirit ofol God to helpheip hunhim
while no dishonest man can ever hope
to have the Spirit otof GodGadG with him to
any extent We must not take advan-

i

advan-
tage

advan-
tagei tage ofot one another We must carrycarry-
out

carry-
out

carry-
outout the principles of the in our

personal dealings Another characteris-
tictictic that we are noted for is our frugality
WeareWe are said to be a frugal and an
economic it1 people This is true in part
but we should cultivate this We are
said to be a united people This is true
to a certain extent It is thoughtandthought
I1 wish it were so in some thatrespectsrespects
it the First Presidency were to tell you
to do a certain thing you would do it
without question That is not correct
There are no more independent people
on this land than the Latterday Saints
They have proved it by embracing the
Gospel in the midst 01of the adverse
circumstances which surrounded them
but if the FirstFarst Presidency the Twelve
Apostles and other officers of the Church
have influence it is because they teach
the people correct principles and the
people recognize them and c rry them
out It is only in this that their in-inin-
fluence

in-
fluence

inin-
fluencefluence consistsconsists But we should be-
more

bebe-
more

be-
moremore united than we are These
characteristics forfrf r which we are noted
should increase among us

NNowow in relation to virtue While I
think we compare very favorably with
many communities I learfear that there is
too great a laxity in some quarters inin-
this

in-
this

in-
thisthis direction I know however that
God will cleanse that element from our
midst One of the inevitable conseconse-conse-
quences

conse-
quences

conse-
quences ofut the practice of is
the departure of the Spirit of God frommthose who indulge in10 it They become
weak in the faith and are severed from
the ChulChui cn of Christ This has been
the case from the beginning it will concon-con-
tinue

con-
tinue

concon-
tinue to be the case forlor this work has
within itself the power of purification
I he principles ofot the Gospel have the

effect ofsellpurificationself purification The Church
IS kept cleansed by the power that is
within it Those wiowao do wrong and
continue therein lose the Spirit olof God
and go into darkness There is one
thing that I am told is practiced tlt some
tot among us and 1I say to youvou that
where it is practiced and not thoroughly
repented 0of the curse otof God willWIt follow
It I refer to the practice of preventing
the birth otof children I want to liltlift myillY
vOice in solemn warning against this
and 1I say to you that theme woman whowho-w-ho pra-
cticespractices such devilish arts or the manDian
who consents to them will be cursed of
God Such ppersons will be cursed in
their bbodies cursed in their minds
cursed in their property cursed in their
offoffspringpring God will wipe them out frfromm
the midstmid ofot this people and nation
Remember it Mothers teach this to
your daughters forlor I tell you it is true
I1 need nutDut pronounce any curse whatwhat-what-
ever

what-
everever my authority may be but I1 say to
you that women who take this course
and mmmin who consent to it will be
cursed of God Almighty and it willwall rest
upon them untilunlit their generation shan
be blotted out anandJ their name shall be
lost fromirom the midst of the Saints
God unless as I1 have said there is
dedeepp thoroughh and repentance
God wi 1l also cleanse the adulterer from
our midst The man that is auan aera-ndadulteressGoJer and the woman that is an adulteress
GodGoll will curcuree The LordsLord's vengeance
wIll oe kindled against such and it will
fOllow them unless they repent wit i lullthereforepUrpuii pose otof heart I warn you therethere-
fore on this day of our LordLon in thisthis-t-his sol-emna against these prac-
tices

prac-
ticesticestice A man cannot loutloots upon w-
oman

a--
woman

a-aawoman to lustlusi after her without using
the Spirit ofoi God unless he retret-repentent
with ail his heart Gud will haveahave a pUIpure


