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“Among lhe coaverts fnally
came Schwelnfarth, a young Meih-
odist minister of pleasing address
and appsarance and ¢f some menlal
power., He was soon iustailed as
bishop and sent forth upen mission
Iabor, After a lime, as In the case
of Aun Lec. the founder of Bhaker-
ism, Mys. Beekmau’s claim of hn-
mortal life was disproved by lier
death, and the shrewd DBishop
stepped inte the breach), declarlog
that the divine spirit had .passed
from their former leader Lo bhimself.
The claim was allowed, nnod today
he is worshipped by huadreds, not
merely a8 Lhe Christ relurped to
the flesh, butasthe maker and ruler
of the earlb as well.

Thiese elaims, made in the open
light of the nineteenth eentury and
nilowed by people who have the
means of finding out the truth by a
litile in vestigation, show that men
are about what they always have
been, anu furnish an excuse for the

wonderful spiritual impostures of-

the past. The various performances
of the Faith Curists might also be
cited in 1llustratlon of the same
-point.

‘“'ne impositions anQ  vagaries
above mentiotiell have Leen the
performancesof a class, and to en-
umerate nll the fanaticisms aud de-
lusiony of individuals recorded in
Awmerlca oven in the iast twvo years
would demand an unreasonable
expansion of space. One noted in-
stance was that of DMrea. Paaline
King, the colored woman of Oak-
ridge DPark, ill, who advertised
that, as she had fasted forty days,
she would publiely turu water into
wine as hall been done at the mar-
ringe feast at Cnpa of (ialliee.
When the people had gathered on
tiie appolnted day sbe had A jar
Hlled with water from a neighbor-
ing well; led in a hymn, and
prayed, and thenjtested thecontents
of the jar and found nothing bLut
water; and her lesdersbip was goue,
even (hough hier faith remained.

A brother and sister named Bo-
land at High Prairie, Xan., Leecame
8o excited at a religions revival that

they went home and built a fire on |

{he fioor of lheir house, danced
around it, and would have been
burued to death had pot the veigh-
bors come to tho resecue. Jechn Kuh-
ni, a quiet Iaborer in 5 Wisconsiu
cheere factory, could not convert
his room mate, and so he killed
him, DLecause be wouid be better
dead thnu alive—cut out bis lieart
to see if it was black, and buried it
separately from the rest of the body,
that it might not cause the whole
l:ody togo to hell, The people of &
certnln portion of North Carolina
were greatly stirred up early this
venr by the preaching of a number
of Baptist ministers that the world
would come. to an end before the
closeof the year. In Alabama cer-
tain churehes of the Shermanite de-
nomination had the end set for a
ceririn day in February, and when
it arrived they met at their various
places of worship and spent the fore-
noun in singing and praying, aod
only went home when sunset
showed them that somie one had
rmaade n serious misealenlation in the
dnte,
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CRarly in 1858 oneSiilns Wilcex
| made hLis appearngeo in Western
Missouri, preaching bt one doetrine
~=the care of the tiek. Of gouse,
e  soon galhered o -littde band
[ around himy, the members of which
took unto themselver the name of
Samarilai s, As his inifluence ex-
tendeld his ereed expnuded, and he
finally Jeelared thal the drinking of
Llood would hesl all manner of
disenses, hecausce 1the Bible declured
Lthat the blood was the life, In
many. eases Uhlildren were found
who had been hded that thieiz elders
might be restored, ayd the slrong
| arm of thelaw had to b2 evoled be-
i fore the prartlce was suppressed.
Before the Rev. Btephen Nolan of
|Kuntucky digd, in January last, he
declared that he bad hud three
bodily visitations Trom Christ. In
indiana, in Aprid, Clydo long, a
|boy of 17, declared tbat he was
Chrisf, aud must be cruclfied. He
erected o cross and begped o be
pailed upon it, and when refused
took a knife and cut himself in a
feariifl manner.

“Another instance waa that re-

markable exedus from Oakland,
iCal., last April, when Mra. Wood-
worth propliesied that muauy citics
would be buried by » vibyunkes amd
| tidal waves on the !ith, and many
peraons became so impressed that
they paelied theirgoods into wagons
and fied to the hills, where they sat
down to wail for the destruction
that never came. Patrick Gorman
set out to starve himself in a Con-
| necticut jail beeause, he :aid, God
bad ordered him so to do, and for
many days kept it resoluiely up.
William Thompson of Kansas at-
tended Adventist meelings in K]
Dorado to such purpose tbat he
went home and attempted to put his
family out of the world a liltle be-
fore the end that he believed wan
near, but wasoverpowered and kept
t under restraint until theexcitement
wore away. James Baily was ar-
rested in Alabama only three
months sgo for obtaining mwondy
from the colored people upou the
pretense that be was high priest of
the Queen of Heaven and could
cure any ill by a touch. DMrs. Sul-
livan, of 8pringfield, Olio, became
exceedingly devout, sat up at night
and read her DLible, talked and
thought of noiliing bt reiigien,and
finally constructed an altar in bher
| house, upon which she prepared to
sacrifice her six-mpnlhsolld babe.
She stripped it naked, placed itupon
the altar, and reached for a kuife,
when the opportune entrancc of
other persons saved itslife.

“[n October the newspapers fold
the fearful story of that religion-
crazed son an ] daughisr in Michi-
can wlio determined that their bed-
ridden mother needed 10 be baptized,
and poured water over heruntil she
died. Mrs. Woondworth, who was
responsible for the Oakland exodus,
moved her teng to 8t. T.ouis and for
wegks lept up a scene of religinus
frenzy, scoves falling tuconscious
each evening, seglng vision,sregeiv-
ing communiecaiions from the dead,
and being ecured of physical evils.

| ‘‘None o these events—and scoreq
jof like character might be acded--

‘1 Lears testimony against (iue and

reasonalle religion, but 1hey plainly
show what human helief can be Jed
to, and Lthe harm that ecaz be done
by unscrupulous or misguidedt men
and women.' The reeewt Indian
craze is only a portion of that mys-
teripus wave that has swepb over
the humnn emotions from the
beginning of time—the Indian
showing that he 18 neither stronger
nor wenker than his brother of
other hues?? -~

PRIESTHOOD MEETING.

The regular monthly meeting of
the I’riesthood of the Balt Lake
Stake of Zion convencd jn the As-
sembly Hall, 8ait Lake City, Batut-
day, December 6th. 1899, at 11 a.m.,
Presidenl Joseph E. Taylor presid-
ing. There were present on the
stand F'. M. Lyman, of the Quorum
of the Twelve -A postles, Joseph .
Taylor and Charles W, Penrose, of
the Presidency of the Stake, Llias
Morris and George B. Wallace, of
the Presidency of the High Priests?
Quoruwm, and other brethren.®

All the wards of the Stake were
properly represented excepting the
decond, Twelitis, Thirteenth amd
Eighteenth eity wards, and Bouth
Jordan, North Jordan and Pleasant
Greew of the couantry.

The presidency of the following
named quorums of Elders respond-
ed to the roll call, viz: The first,
ibird, fourth, sixth, ninth, tenth,
eleventh, fourteentl, fifteenth,
soventecnth, eighteenth, nineteenth
and tweniieth.

Seven brethren were recomment-
ed Ly their respective Bishops as
being worthy to be ordained Elders
and their recommends were en-
dorsed by unanimons vote of the
meeting.

President Charles W. Penvose
apoke for n short time on the neces-
aity of the Laiter-day Baints dla-
charging every dubty incumbent
upon them, whether of a religious
or secular charaster. Both were
essentinl to our wellbeing. He
urged prompiness In financial mat-
ters, cailing the attention of the
Bishops to present requirements.
Whatever we are called to do let us
do with our might, and in the sen-
sou thereof, and the proniised bless-
ings will be ture to follow.

I'regiderit Joseph K. Taylor dwelt
at some lenglh en the necessityofa
perfect organization of the presi-
dencies of the Elders’ guorume, and
ollier organizations of the Chureb
in this Stake. When vacancies of
any kind occur, they shoulii be re-
ported ipimediately, so that these
organizotions may be made com.
plete as they are depigned to be.

Bro. Tayloer read a ecireular te-
ceived from the First Presidency of
the Churcii regarding the instruc-
liou of Lhe children of the Latter-
day Balats in the prineiple of re-
vealed religion, and nrged upon the
Bishops to immediately make ar-
rangemenis according to the in-
structions,

He touiched oa the question
contained In the c¢ircular of
providiog places  wherein the
yopth _ of Zion might- have
proper ant legitimate reereatlon,




