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apoke about Sunday school work. The
interests of the schools are represented
atthe monthly meetings,and these areo
such a nature us to create aud main-
tain the !nterest in this work. Biatisti-
cal data of much value have Iately
been obtained, and the work is shown
to be in a good condition, gererally.
The minds of the young sre susceptible
of instruction nnd the good work done
in the schools is more particularly
seen when the boys have grown up
and are called upon to goout on mis-
sions.

OOUNSELOR OHARLES W. PENRUBE

was the next speaker. He had been
much interested in listening to the re-
ports already made and be wus now
asked to smy a few words aboul the
Btake* in general. The Balt Lake
Btake of Zion is s very large stake,
there being 44 wards, some of which
are very large and containing many
people. It takes a good deal of time to
look after them all. 1 have sometimes
thought that it wouli be beneficient
if the brethren of the Presldency
could speud their whole time
labering for the interest of thie peoule.
We spend, however, the time we can
abpd make visits as often as possible,

The authorities and the various
officers of the wards are annually
inced before the people and they are
n nearly every Iinstance snstained,
unanimounly. There are only very
few who are dissatisfied and when
these state the reastns for their dissatis-
{action, it Is seldom thatany real ground
is found to exist. It ie better, however,
to speak outfrankly when faultis found
than to harbor ill feeling or spread
disgontent in private. The Bishops are
alive anl diligent, spending a great
denl of their time among the people.
They are expected to be on hand on all
public occasions, and thelr labors are
very onerous.

The visiting Prieste and Teachers
have been stirred up Iately and there is
much improvement manifested among

them, although there iz room for
more. Much instruction now
given from the pulpite should,

In my judgment, be given in private;
when any member of the Chureh he-
¥ins to go astray or become negligent,
the visiting cflicers should sevk after
him in private. .

The home missionaries are very dili-
gent in their work. They vieit the
wards regularly and have a monthl
meeting for their own edifieation and
inetruction and for the presentation of
the condition of the people. Their
vigits to the warde are much appreci-
ated.

The Priesthood meetings, which are
held once n month, are better attended
than formerly. The Assembly Hall was
well filled at the last meeting. Every-
one in the Btake who holus the Priest-
hood should endenvor to be present at
these meetings.

The High Council meeta whenever
called together. 1t used to meet onge,
and sometimes twice, a week,butlately
difficulties have been seitled among
the people or before the Bishops’ courta.
This Council consigts of good men, who
are tapable of forming their cwn opin-
fong, who speak their minds freely
and who have the wellareof the people
at heart.

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

The chief difficulties among the
people are those relating to temporal
matters. T hope tha time will come
when the Baints will not disagree up-
on such trifles.
have come before the Council, the de-
cisions of the Bishope have, as a rule,
been sustained.

The High Councll of this Biake, as
of all the Btakes, is composed of twelve
High Priests, sustaiped by thebody in
conference. The president of the

Btake presides, ‘or, in hiz absence,
his counselors or either of
them. Ln addition to these twelve, we

have alternates w ho are called upon to
take the place of those who may be ab-
sent. These men sit together and,
when a cage comesup on appeal they
decide whether it shall be taken up ns
a new «ase or be acted upon from the
evidence already given before the
Bishep’s court.

Each of the parties has a right to be
heard. Generally two members of the
Council speak for the accuser and two
for the accugzed. But half {the

council watch the case for the accuser:

and half for the accused. When the
witnesses liave given their testimony,
the speakers appointed present the case
on el her side. The accused and the an-
cuser can then speak. The president

of the Council gives the de-
cision and if the majority
cOnCurs with him, it is
the decision of the Council. The

Jdecisions of the President have always
teen suztained since [ have been ss.
soclated with him in the High Coun-
cil.

The power of the High Council is
not uged to Inflict any penalty except
the cutting off froom the Church a
member who will not repent of his
sins and comply with the deeision in
his case. Mercy i8 always extended
compatible with the claims of justice.
This Council 1a not n ¢ourt in & secular
sense of the term and does not attempt
to interfere with apy judigizl body of
the country, as some have erroneoualy
suppored. Tt has no power whatever,
except In an ecclesiastical capuoity. Tt
isa Church court with juriedictiononly
in Church matters. 1t I8 the teaching
of the Church that brother shall not go
to law with brother,as this is often both
vxpensive and unsatisiactory and con-
trary to thespirit of the Gospel. Yet,
mempers have thelr liberty, but, 8s i
said, the Church counsels them to
avoid all quarrels and to rather suffer
wrong than to do wrong. This Coun-
cil is therefore not a ofvil judieial
court, but purely an ecclesiastical or-
ganization,

The Salnts in thia Btnke as a whole
are trylng tu do their duty and are a
good, faithful people. Bome are ra-
ther indifferent, and this is probably
the preatest fault among the people,
They have had the privilege of re.
ceiving maby of theordinances of the
Gospel, sand they feel patlafled, think-
ink their calling and election sure, and
they become inactive. Now,weshould
remember that we have many duties to
perform, and that all blessings are con-
ditioned on obedience to the word and
will of God. Ordinances and.ceremo-
niesare but means to an eud, which is
the building up of character. When
weighed in the balances we shall ap-
pear and he valued for what we are,
not what we seem to he.

In the cases which |

The President of the Stake is animat-
ed by a sincere desire to do good to the
people. He labors diligently to this
end, and he is sustuined by his coun-
selors. May God bless this Stake of
Zion and ennble us all to do our duty
that we may gain the great reward.

The meeting oclosed by the cholr

‘singing the anthem:

Prajse ye the Fathor.

Prayer was oftered by Bishop F.
Kesler.
Adjourned H11 2 p.m.

Afterncon Nession.

Conferency again convened
o’clock.
The choir sang the hymn:
How are thy servants blest, O Lord,
How sure is their defense!
Prayer by Counselor Joseph E, Tay-
lor.
The choir aud congregation sangy:
Fraise to the, man who communed with Je-
hovali;
Jesus unnointed *that Prophet and Seer.”
The Priesthood of the Thirteenth
Ward officiated in the administration
of the Liord’s Bupper.

ELDER JOHN MORGAN

addressed the coungregation. He said
gubstantially: We have met for the
purpose of worshipping God, and to
pariake of the emblems of the body
and blooa of Christ, who eame in the
meridian of time to give His life for
the salvation of the world. Thest are
great bLlessings of which few people
are permitted to partake. We have,
notwithstanding «il  trials, much
for wiilch t» be thankful, for
there nare no people on the
earth who are, sapiritually, so
much hlessed ns the Latter-day Sainte
are. Wecan look forward toward n
time when the earth shall be redesemed
and peace and righteousvess prevail
umong nen. Qur principlea are wvot
new. Bcarcely nne doctrine that we
have ls pecuiiar to us, even if the
world does not understand tihose prin-
ciples as we do. Our peculiarity is not
in any new doctrines, as truth alwaysa
existed and is unchangeable. We have
our ideas of religious matters and they
hive theirs, but they do not agree
among themselves. We are a united
people, s0 much so that the world obs
serves it, and wants to know what Is
the cause of our union. Now, this
unity is natural on the basis of self-
preservation. We bave had &0
much adverpity that we naturally
flock together. But besides this, there
is the influence of the Holy Bpirit,
which tends to harmonize. He guides
us Into all truth, and thereby makes us
one, even as the Father nnd the Son
areone. This ia the true secret of our
union, and Is in accordance with the
plan announced by our Lord, when He
sald, “Unless ye are one, ye afe uot
mine.”?

There is no compulsion in these mat-
ters, nor is thers anything strange
about this oneness. KElders who have
traveled with the gospel message
abroad will remember that people, as
soon a8 they have received the gospel,
obtaia a desire to gather aud unite with
the Balnts, and this spirit does not
come from man, but from Gol. The
speaker concluded with 8 powerful tea-
timony to the truth of the gospel.
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