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spoke about school work the
interests of the schools are represented
attheat the monthly meet gsand these areoabreo
such a nature as to create and main
tain the interest in this work statisti-
cal data of much value have lately
been obtained and the work is chown
to be in a good condition gellegenerallyrally
the minds of the young are susceptible
of instruction and the good work done
in the schools is more particularly
seen when the boys have grown up
and are called upon to go out on mis-
sions

COUNSELOR CHARLESiES waW PENROSE

was the next speaker he had been
much interested in listening to the re-
ports already made and inehe was now
asked to say a few words about the
stake in general the saltgait lake
stake of zion is a stake
there being 44 wards some of which
are very large and containing many
people it takes a good deal of time to
look after them all I1 have sometimes
thought that it would be benefi clent
if the brethren of the presidency
could spend their whole time
laboring for the interest of the people
we spend however the time we can
and make visits as often as possible

the authorities and the various
officers of the wards are annually
placedI1lacod before the people and they arefuin nearly every instance sustained
unanimously there are only very
few who are dissatisfied and when
these state the reasons for their
factionistfactionit tois seldom real ground
tois found to exist it is better however
to speak out frankly when fault is found
than to harbor ill feeling or spread
discontent in privateprivate the bishops are
alive anian I1 diligent spending a great
deal of their time among the people
they are expected to be on handband on all
public occasions and their labors are
very onerous

the visiting priests and teachers
have been stirred up lately and there is10

much improvement manifested among
them although there is room for
more much instruction now
given from the pulpits should
in my judgment be given in private
when apy member of the church be-
gins to go astray or become negligent
the visiting c niceas should seek after
him in private

the home missionaries are very dili-
gent in their work they visit the
wards regularly and have a monthlymontha
meeting for theirtb belr own edification antiand
instruction and for the presentation of
the condition of the people their
visits to the wards are much appreci-
ated

the priesthood meetings which are
held once a month are better attenattendeddeJ
than formerly the assembly hall was
well filled at the last meeting every-
one in the stake who holds the priest
hood should endeavor to be present at
these meetings

the high council meets whenever
called together it used to meet once
and sometimes twice a week but lately
difficulties have been settled among
the people or before the bishops courts
this council consists of good men who
are capable of forming their own opin-
ions who speak their minds freely
and who have the welfare of the people
at heart

the chief difficulties among the
people are those relating to temporal
matters I1 hope the time will come
when the saintssainto will not disagree up-
on such trifles in the cases which
have come before the council the de-
cisions

e
of the IRIbishops have as a rule

been sustained
the high council of this stake as

of all the stakes is composed of twelve
high priests sustained by the body in
conference the president of the
stake presides or in his absence
hisbig counselors or either of
them in addition to these twelve we
have alternates who are called upon to
take the place of those who may be ab-
sent these men sit together and
when a case comes up on appeal they
decide whether it shall be taken up as
a new easecase or be acted upon from the
evidence already given before the
bishopbishopsBi a court

each of the parties has a right to be
heard generally two members of the
council speak for the accuser and two
for the accused but half the
council watch the case for the accuser
and half for the accused when the
witnesses have given their testimony
the speakers apappointedanted present the case
onelei her side thethe accused and the ac-
cuser can then speak the president
of the council gives the de-
cision and if the majority
concurs with him it is
the decision of the council the
decision 3 of the president have always
been sustained since I1 have been as-
sociatedsociated with him in the high coun-
cil

the power of the high council is
not usedused to inflict any penalty except
the cutting off from the church a
member who will not repent of his
sinssing and comply with the decision in
his ewecase mercy is always extended
compatible with the claims of justice
this council is not a court in a secular
sense of the term and does not attempt
to interfere with any judicial body of
the country as some have erroneously
supposed it has no power whatever
except in an ecclesiastical capacity it
isais a church court with11jurisdiction only
in church matters it is the teateaching
of the church that brother shall not go
to law with brotherbrotherasas this is often both
expensive and unsatisfactory and con-
trary to the spirit of the gospel yet
members have their liberty but as I1
said the church counsels them to
avoid all quarrels and to rather suffer
wrong than to do wrong this coun-
cil isa therefore not a civil judicial
court but purely an eccleecclesiasticalals or-
ganization

the saints in this stake as a whole
are trying to do their duty and are a
good faithful people some arardaraa ra-
ther indifferent and this tois probably
the greatest fault among the people
they have hadbad the privilege of re-
ceiving many of the ordinances of the
gospel and they feel satisfied think
ink their calling and election sure and
they become inactive now we should
remember that we have many duties to
perform and that all blessiblessings are con-
ditioned on obedience to the word and
will of god ordinances and ceremo-
nies are but means to an end whichwh ichlals
the building up of character when
weighed in the balances we shall ap-
pear and bevalueddevalued for what we aream
not what we seem to be

the presidentJent of the stake is animat-
ed by a sinceresinecure desire to do good to the
people he labors diligently to this
end and he is sustained by his coun-
selors may god bless this stake of
zion and enable us all to do our duty
that we may gain the great reward

the meeting closed by the choir
singing the anthem

praise ye the father
prayer was tottered by bishop F

keeler
adjourned till 2 pm

afternoon session
conference again convened at 2

the choir sang the hymn
how are thy servants blest 0 lord
howbow sure is their defense I1

prayer by counselor joseph E tay
lor

the choir and congregation sanggang
praise to the man who communed with je-

hovah
jesus that prophet and seerbeer

the priesthood of the thirteenth
ward officiated in the administration
of the lords supper

JOHN MORGAN

addressed the congregation he said
substantially we have met for the
purpose of worshippingshippingwor god and to
partake of the emblems of the body
and blood of christ who came in the
meridian of time to giveeve his life for
the salvation of the world these are
great blessings of which few people
are permitted to partake we have
notwithstanding all trials much
for which Vto be thanhthankfulful for
there are no peopeoplep ae on the
earth who are spiritually so
inacmuchb messed as the latter day saintssainte
are we can look forward toward a
time when the earth shall be redeemed
sudand peace and righteousness prevail
among men our principles are not
new scarcely one doctrine that we
have Is peculiar to us even if the
world does not understand those prin-
ciples as we do our peculiarity is not
in any nownew doctrines as truth alwaysalwaga
existed and is unchangeable we have
our ideas of religious matters and they
have theirs hub they do not agree
among themselves we are a united
people so much so that the world ob-
serves it and wants to know what is
the cause of our union now this
unity is natural on the basis of self
I1preservation we have had so
much adversity that we naturally
flock together but besides this there
is the influence ofor the holy spirit
which tends to harmonize he guides
us into all truth and thereby makes us
one even as the father and the son
are one this is the true secret of our
union and is in accordance with the
plan announced by our lord when he
said unless ye are one ye are not
mine

there tois no compulsion in these mat-
ters nor tois there anything strange
about this oneness elders who have
traveled with the gospel message
abroad will remember that people as
soon as they have received the gosgospelpel
obtain a desire to gather and unite with
the saints and this spirit does not
come from man but from god the
speaker concluded with a powerful tes-
timony to the truth of the gospel


