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bECDECISIONISION IN THE CHURCH SUITS

ka JUDGE rendered his decision
november alth in the three suitssuite in

ir evolving the question of the escheat of
certain pieces of real estate which be
longed to the late corporation otof the

er church of jesus christ of latter day
saints the decision is in favor of the
government

judge zane holdsbolde that the temple
block was worth the full amount of

50 when the law limiting
church holdings to that amount went
I1ntointo effect therefore the pieces
of property now in dispute are forfeited
under the laws of congress he also

va seems to hold that the church did not
have any legal right or title in these
pieces of property until the townsite
jaw came into operation

in regard to the gardo house prop-

erty however he inclines to the opin-
ion that it is a parsonage and that the
churchchuoch is entitled to it under the

I1

exemptions made by the edmunds
act but he tois bound by the decree of
the supreme court which included
that property in the forfeiture

As to the value of the temple block
it beeme tdaW us that the judge is mis-

taken if hebe places it at in 1862
cheri the limiting act of congress was
passed there was no market then for
real estate and a purchaser could not
have been found at any such figure
As to that and other pieces of real
estate in question it seems to common
folks that if the church did not
have property rights in them in
there was no cause or reason for the
passage of the law limiting churches
to 50 holdingslibldings if the church

1

heldbeld the tithing office grounds in
1862 then they are exempt from the

Z operationspratlons of the law wilohwilch could not
toebg retroactive intheif the church held no
rights to real estate at that time what
was the object and purpose of the law
limiting the rights of the church in
this respect

of course the judge of the district
I1 court isin bound by the decree of the su-

preme court and he could do no bettorbetter
than decide in accordance with it but
his views of the parsonage matter are
valuable and are consonant with

jjusticeu tice and the plain meantmeaningng of the act
of congress

the opinion of judge zane is marked
with his usual acumen regard for exist-
ing rulings and strict interpretation of
the statute A new trial will be asked
for in case this should not be grant-
ed an appeal will be taken the su

may modify
its former decree but it is more than
probable that the casecam will have to go
up again to the supreme court of the
united states before the matter will
be finally adjudicated and it is totobebe
hoped that by some competent means
justice will be done at last so that the
precedent may not be established in
the united states of governmental
seizure of property bbbelonginglonging to a re-

ligious association

VACATING THE GARDO HOUSE

NOTICE has been curved on the re-
ceiver by the leeftea bishop J BR
winder that thehe gardo house will be
vacated on the first of december this
house erected by the late president
brigham young reverted to the
church of jesus christ of latte rd
saints after his decease in the settle-
ment of his estate it was occupied by
president john taylor as a parsonage
by vote of the church in general con-
ference after his death president
wilford woodruff as the president of
the twelve apostles occupied it and
since his icaccessioncession to the presidency of
the church he and his counselors have
used it officially under theft ease taken
by bishop winder

in november 1887 the house was
seized by the receiver under the rul-

ings of the courts and it has since
been in his formal possession the
church paying rent for the use of its
own property in order to keep it
from occupation by persons who might
not properly preserve the furniture and
fittings of the establishment the in-

creased rent required when property
was boomed in this city was paid to the
receiver this has proved a very
heavy financial burden

it was hoped that when the litiga-
tion over the church property was
brought to a head the Gardo house
would have been judicially de-

clared what it is in fact a
parsonage connected with the
church and therefore exempt from
escheat under the act of congress but
the indications are now that for some
time at least this act of simple justice
will not be performed and the vener-
able president of the church prefers
to retire from the occupancy of the
parsonage which he ought to enjoy
rather than continue to pay the great
rent that is required

V

we understand that luringduring the putpast
four yearsyearn no less than hashag
been paid by the church in rentsrente for
occupying itsita own property on much
of which it hadbad possessory rights and
claims before the act of 1862 was
passed limiting the real estate hold-
ingsings of churcheschurche3 in the territories J 1 Ithe legality of this exaction is a
matter for the courts to determine itslt
iiiinjusticejustice cannot fail to strike every fair
mind with convincing force we do
not think that any but the most bitter
ofefantianti cormonsmormonsMormons whether they be
religious or irreligious will approve of
the policy that seizes the property of
an unpopular religious body rudand either
turns its chief ministers out of build-
ings devoted to their use or demands
from it an enormous rental for premises
clearly its own

the vacation of the church parson-
age by president Wilfor woodruffdWoodruff toin
the year of his age should it
seems to us arawdraw the attention of the
country to the injustice tois being
done to the mormon ly church a body
that has submitted to the popular de-
mand at a greater sacrifice than any
but its members can fully understand
and something should be done to re
lieve the government from the odium
which must sooner or later attach to
the course it has pursued under statutes
specially framed against a religious in-
stitutionution

WHY NOT BE FAIR AND JUST

IT Isie not to be expected that the anti
cormonsmormonsMorMornmonsions or liberals 1 1 as some of

them call themselves will be satisfied
with anything that the cormonsmormonsMormons fil

do the manifesto did not suit them
the dissolution of the peopledpeople98 parpartyty
did not placate them the consistent
course of the latter day saintssainte in
reference to both of these matters
seems to disagree with them they
want to find fault and therefore it is
easy for them to grumble

it doesdees not matter much what they
think or what butthey say there aarere
some people and some papers in the
united states who might be ex-
pected to take a rational view
of the utah situation and to
let reason take the place of prejudice
yet while aaadmitting that what the

cormonsmormonsMormons have done is right and
that they have placed themselves in the
position desired by the nation these
carpers seem desirous of pushing mat

beyond the lines of law and of
liberty and making the saints offend
ereera because of their faith

how many times has it been urged
by professed friends asan well as open
enemies of the 6 mormon fl people that
all that was or could be required was


