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DECISION IN THE CHURCH SUITS.

JUDGE ZANE rendered his decislon
November 11th in the three suitsin-
volving the question of the escheal of
certnin pieces of renl estate which be-
longed to the late corporation of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Balnts. The decivion is In favor of the
Government,

Judge Zane holde that the Temple
block was worth the fuli amount of
$50,000 when the Ilaw limiting
Church holdings to that amount went
into effect ; therefore the pleces
of property now in dispute are forfeited
under the Jawe of Congrese. He nlso
seems to hold that the Church did not
have any legal right or title in these
pieces of property until the townsite
Inw came into operation.

In regard to the Gardo Hotsc prop-
erty, however, be inclines to the opin-
fon that itis o parscnage, and that the
Church js wentltled to it under the
.exemplions made by the Edmunds
‘act. But he is bodnd by the decree of
the Bupreme Court, which Ineluded
that property in the forfeitare.

‘As to the value of the Tempie block,
It seems to# us that the Judge is mis-
taken if he places it at $50,000 in 1862,
when the limiting act of Congress was
passed. There was no market then for
ronl estate, and a puichaser could not
bave bheen found at any such figure,
Ap to that, and other pieces of real
estate In question, it seems to common
folks that if the Church did not
have property rights in them in 1382,
there was no cause or reason for the
paseage of the law limiting churches
to $50,000 boldings, 1f the Church
held the Tithing Office grounds in
1862, then they are exempt from the
operations of theaw, w'ilch could not
be retroactive, If the Chureh held no
rights to real estate at that time, what
was the object nod purpose of the law
Yimiting the rights of the Cburch in
this respect?

Of course the Judge of the District
Clourt is bound by the decree of the Bu-
preme Court, snd he could do no better
than declde in accordance with it. But
his viewsofl ithe parsonage matter are
wvaluable, amd are eonsonant with
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Jjustice and the piain meaning of theact
of Congress.

The opinion of Judge Znne 18 marked
with his upual acumen,regard for exist-
fng rulings and striet interpretation of
| the statutes, A new trial will be asked
for. In caee this sbould not be graut-
ed, an appeal will be taken. The Bu-
premeCourtof theTerritory may modify
| fts tormer decree. But it is more than
{ probable that the case will have to go
up again to the Bupreme Court of the
Unlted States, before the matter will
be finnlly adjudicated. And 1t is to'be
hoped tbat, by some competent means,
justice will be done at Iast, 8o that the
precedent may not be established in
the United Btates of governmental
seizure of property belonging to a re-
liglous assoeiation.

— |

VACATING THE GARDO HOUSE.

NoTICE has been served on the Re-
celver hy the lesdes, Bishop J. R.
Winder, that the Gardo House will be
vacated on the first of December. This
house, erected by the late President
Brighnm Young, reverted to the
Church of Jesus Christ of Liatter-day
Salnte after his decense, tn the settie-
ment of his estate. It was occupled by
Presldent John Taylor as o parsonage,
by vote of the Church in Genernl Con-
ference. After his death, President
Wilford Woodrufl, as the Prestdent of
the Twelve A postles, occupied it, and
since bis accession to the Presidency of
the Church he and his Counsclors have
used it officialiy, under thetlease taken
by Bishop Wiader.

1o November, 1887, the house was

We understand that Juring the past
four years no less than $258,000 has
been paid by the Church in renta fop
occupylng its own property, on mugh
of which it had possessory righte and
claims before the act of 1862 wga
passed, limiting the real estute hold.
ings of chhiurche3 in the Territorles,

The legality of this exactiou is g
matter for the courts to dutermine; ite
injustice cannoot fail to strike every falr
mind with convinelog force. We (g
oot think that any but the most bitter
of anti-*“Mormons,” whether they he
rellgious ot irrellglous, will approve of
the policy that seizes the property of
an unpopular religious bod y and eithey
turns ita chief ministere out of build-
ings devoted to their use or demapdg
from 1t an enormous rental for premiges
clearly its own.

The vacation of tbhe Church purson-
age by President Wilford Woodruff §q
the 85th year of his age should, {¢
aseems to us, draw the attention of the
country to the Injustice which s being
domne to the “Mormon?’ Church, g body
that has submitted to the popuiar de.
mand at a greater sacrifice thap any
but its members can fully nnderstany,
A nd something should be done tg re-
lleve the Government from the odium
which must sooner or later attach to
the course it has puraued under statyteg
specially framed ngainst a religlous jp.
stitution,

-

WHY NOT BE FAIR AND JUST.

I'T i8 not to be expecied that the apti-
“Mormons,” or *‘Liberals® a8 some of
them call themselves, will be satizfisd
with anything that the “Mormong

seized by the Receiver, under the rul-
ings of the Courts, and it bans since
been in his formnal possession, the
Church paying rent for the use of its
own property. In order to keep it
from occupation by persons who mightl
not propetly preserve thefurniture and
fittings of the establishment, the in-|
creased rent required when property
was boomed ip this eity was pnid to the
Recoiver. This has proved a very
heavy financia! burden.

It was hoped that when the litign-
tlon over the Church property was
brought to a hend, the Gardo House

would have been jJudicially de-
clared, what it 18 in fact, =«
parsonnge conbected with  the

Church and ‘therefore exempt from
escheat under the aet of Congress, But
the fud!cations are now that, for some
time at jeast, this acl of simple Justice
wlill not be performed, and the vener-
able Preeldent of the Church prefers
to retire from the occupancy of the
parsonage whieh he ought to enjoy,
rather than continue to pay .the great
rent that is required.

do. The manifesto did not suit them.
The dissclution of the People’s Party
did not placate them. The consistent
course of the Latter-day SBuints §p
reference to Doth of these malters
seems to diagree with them. They
want to find fault, and therefore it iga
ensy for them to grumbhle.

It dees mot matter much whant they
thick or whut they say, But there are
some people and some papers in the
Upited Btates who might he ex.
pected to take a rational view
of the Uwah situation and to
let reason take the place of prejudice.
Yet while aamittiog that what the
“*Mormoos?? have done is right and
thatthey have placed themselves in the
position desirced by the pation, these
carpers peem desirous of pushing mat-
ters beyond tbe lines of law and of
Ilberty and making the Saints offend-
ara because of their faith.

How many tirnes has it been urged
by professed friends as well a8 open
enemies of the ¢“Mormon’’ peopie, that
all that wasor could be required was



