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of March these processions were cele-
brated daily, the priests returning at
evening to the mansions of the Salii,
of which there were several in Rome,
where they enjoved a feast celebrated
for its sumptuousness.

Another great festival was the Satur-
nalia, in honor of Saturn, giver of fruit-
ful harvest. This was an old Italian in-
stitution and occurred on December 1g.
During the republic it lasted only one
day; but that day the people gave
themselves up to all sorts of mirth and
pleastires. Social and class distinctions
were either set aside entirely, or re-
versed. The slave satdown to bangquet
in his lord’s clothes, while the 1ord
waited upon him. Calls were made
and compliments and presents exchang-
ed. Here the slaves must have ob-
tained ,a taste ol real hberty, and the
master rendered better able to appre-
ciate what servitude really was; and
although his freedom in opemng the
way to license was banelul, neverthe-
less it must have brought about a greater
-appreciation and sympathy between men
and tended to draw classes closer to-
gether.

Janues, 1he two-headed god of en-
trances and the threshold was a dis-
tinctly Roman conception and has no
parallel in Greek mythology. The
worship of Vesta did much to preserve
virgin purity at Rome, whiie the honors
paid to Juno accomplished the same re-
sults for the chastity of the Roman
‘matrons. Fortuna, toriune, was also
beid in great reverence, and was
honored with a temple. Plutarch says:
\When she entered Rome she folded
her wings as a sign that she wished to
remain.

But we find in the Roman religion no
fervor or divioe aspiration and no philo-
sophic reflection. Gross superstilion
meets one on every hand, The form or
.color of the entrails and often the size
of the liver of the sacrificed victim in-
dicated the will of the god. A groan or
a peculiar movement of the animal
while dying might carry with it terrible
consequences. A misstep, the flicker
of aflame, or an involuntary sadness
coming upon one was the voice of a
god to the individual. The fascinum,
a little bell on a branch of coral hung
about the neck was worn by children as
a charm agaiost the ‘“evil eye.” “A
sure protection against spells,’ says
Pliny, “is to spit into one's right shoe
betore putting it on.” Their lorms of
worship were exceedingly ritualistic.

On important occasious, the consul
reads a formula, a priest reads it after
bhim, while another priest sees that

slience and proper decorum are main-
tained, and a musiclan plays a flute to
charm the deity. The omission of a
word, a misstep, or any noise would
break the spell and spoilit all. The
Roman did not love his gods. He
feared them. They did oot iive in him
and purify his life or elevate his sou.
His worship was always with the pur-
pose of propitiating them. Cicero
tells us that “‘the Romans entered their
sanctuary full of afiright as though
their temple were thie cave ol a bear or
a dragon.” People observed religious
ceremonies to make bargains with the
gods, to draw up contracts in due form.,
We see the selfish attitude in which the
gods were consulted from the statement
of Plantus: ‘‘He who has made the
gocs propitious always galns  large
prolits.” Tt was this spint of self
aggrandizement that was the curse of
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Rome. Men could hAght for her glory
and the extension ol her boundaries;
but they learned to fatten on the spoils,
and when these were exhausted they
were willing to teed on their poorer and
weaker neighbors.

Yet there is one phase of the Roman
religion that carries with it an element
worthy of admiration. This was the
worship of the Penates or Lares, the
household gods, and the souls of their
dead ancestors—the Lemures. These
spirits dwelt about them; and the good
were called Manes, the bad Larve.
The Larvg gave bad dreams and were
propitiated by throwing black beans
over the shouider and striking bronz=
vessels. They were the evil genii. The
Manes were ever near to lend a helping
hand. They were ,the good angels of
the Romans and delighted iu their pros-
perity and rectitude. Every home had
its ancestral hearth where these shades
were worshiped, the father of the
family always directing and leading in
the ceremonies. Through these cere-
nonies families were closely welded
and the parents respected and obeyed;
and by the dignity attached to the
fathers in the senate and amoug the
magistrates we see the respect that was
tendered to old age. Gray hairs and
the wisdom that comes through years
of experience ever received great deter-
ence in Republican Rome.

Funerals were one of the most im-
portant ceremonlals carried on in the
city At first these were at public
expense; but later they were conductea
entirely by the relatives unless a public
funeral was given as a mark ol respect
and honor. The body was embalmed,
placed on an ivory c¢ouch in the atrium
of the house and there lay in state for
seven days. The procession was formed
at the house of the deceased and pro
ceed to the Forum in the lorencon when
the streets were full of people. It was
led by musicians and by women who
chanted plaintive songs. By the “twelve
tables’' the musicians were limited to
ten, and the women were fordidden to
tear their hair or disfigure their persons.
After these came individuals who wore
wax masks and impersonated the an-
cestors of the family. These were follow-
ed by the bier,which was carried by the
nearest relatives or by the slaves who
had been made free by the last will of
the deceased. Actors also formed a
part of this procession, reciting the
virtues and exploiis of the dead and
entertaining the crowd, Clients, freed-
men and slaves swelled the concourse;
and methinks I see the inevitable smali
boy;bringing up the rear.

On reaching the Forumn jthe bier was
deposited belore the rostrum, the an-
cestors topk their seats in the cunile
chairs, and a relative mounted the ros-
trumn and delivered a funeral oration.
From the Forum the procession pro-
ceeded to the place of burial or crema-
tion where sacrifices were performed and
the body laid in a sarcophagus, a tomb,
or a grave walled up with brick, or the
ashes were deposited in an urn ana laid
away in the columbarnia. Games and
gladitorial contests came to be cele-
brated in booor of the dead. The fist
gladitorial fight is said to have been
presented by the sons of the elder
HBrutus at his funeral in 264 B. C. These
contests in honor of the dead seem
anything but consistent; and yet to the
Romans they were, for they thought
that the Manes loved blood.

Funerals’were often used as a means

e
of attracting attention to a family apg
winning the favor of people; so Much
sothat restrictions had to be placed
upon them by the state.

Here,also,as in every nation where }jp,.
erty is respected, the hume was the unj}
Here centered the good citizen’s chief
interest, and from it radiated those ig.
fluences that made the Roman youth
reverc the gods, respect authority, apg
love his fatherland. That home iEx the
early days was a very simple aflair, cgp,.
sisting of one large room cailed the
atrium; but as wealth and civilizatjop
with their conssquent requirements jp.
creased, other rooms were added till jt
appeared as the elegant town house or
the spacious country villa. They were
usually only one story in heighi; byt as
space became valuable in Rome, the
were run up several stories, the “ﬂaty-
seeming very popular in many locali-
ties.

The authority of the husband and
father was supreme. The wife and
children were his property. The may.
riage ceremnony, called confarreatig was
very simple, and consisted of the be
trothed partaking of a symboljcaj cake-
placingla Roman coig, the as,,upon a ba).
ance on thie Penates at the threshglg f
her conjugal home and pronouncing n?
formula: U4 fn Gaius, ego Gaia, She
then tell according to law into the handg
of her husband. Her relation to L
former home became severed, Tgr
bousehold gods of her husbapg bee.

came her household gods. Unyil
latter days ot the republic, divorce w&;:
unknown. Before the law the father

had the power of lite and death gye
the household; but he guarded thr
honur of his wife with jealous care, 4 g
home was a sacred place to him, ~ T?‘l

position of the wile and mother \.,,a?
one of honor and respect. The |, =
loved domestic virtues, and the Man:_f:
were pleased with concord in familjes
Cato says, “It 1s Detter to be a pogd
husband than a great senator.”’

: Tgedday from sunrise to sup

ivided into twelve part: called

(hours). The seventh hour aI\\-ay];OL?_:
gun at noon. The daily program of a
well-to-do Roman was about as follows:
In the morning, otten before rising his.
clients, or, il he was an official his
clerks also, called upon him in the a¢ri.
um of his bouse, to pay their respects
and receive their favors or instructions
tor the day. On arising he partook gf 4
breakfast, jautaculum, which consisted
of bread dipped 1o wine or seasgped
with salt, grapes, olives, cheese, mjk
and eggs; after which he devoted him-
self to the business of the day. If the
took him upon the street to the Fgorum
market, or any other locality, he wag
accompanied by his crowd, (larger or
smalier according to his wealth and jn.
fiuence) of clients. These clients were
freemen who had sworn him their ajje.
giance and support in return for protec-
tion and other tavors which he conferred
upon them. But what a strange lravesty
on manhood! A brief chapter in the
history ot the aristocracy of wealth and
the misfortunes of the poor 1hal became
a comedy! At the end of the sixth
hour, luncheon  {praudium, con-
sisting of both hot and cold dishes, was
served. Then a nap was indulged in if
business permited, tollowed by athtetic
exercises and a visit to the bath where
he enjoyed his refreshing ablutions and
engaged in couversation until about the
ninh hour, when the cena, the dinner
and chief meal of the day, was eaten.

1Set was



