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Juan, the fighting continued untll the
two sldes were close together; although
many Spaniards had managed to es-
cape. In the thrilling charge up the
hill on the rifie pits and stone fort of
El Caney the enemy’s fire, except from
the hills beyond, slackened when the
final dash was begun. The execution
of the Amerlean weapons was so awful
that the Spaniards feared to show even
enough of thelr bodies to flre. When
the storming party reached the trench-
es and the fort the enemy surrend-

ered. For some minuies It had been
evident that further seslstance was
useless.

An offieer, therefore, found his re-

volver of little serviee, even if the Alffi-
cult task of keeplng hls men together
did not require all his attention. His
functions were well deflned and well
understood. Military tacticilans have
flgured the need of a certaln part of an
army to direct the rest. They are more
useful in this capacity than they would
be handling guna, They can serve their
cause best by doing the work espeoially
assigned to them. Any mixing up of
thehrr duties with those of the privates
would be likely to result In neglecting
the more Ilmportant =et. Therefore, It
is reasconed out, an offlcer can be more
effectlvely employed than In trying
with his own hand to kill the enemy.

Some exceptions are to be noted, such
as when troops are statlonary and an
officer borrpws a rifle for a fancy shot.
These instances occuwrred around Ban-
tlago, but were, of course, mere diver-
sions. .

Granting all this. some men in au-
thority think the carrying of the small
arm Is justified for one reason,the pos-
sibility of having it to use on your own
soldlers. One deserter, a volunteer,was
ghot in this eampalgn, but the Amerl-
ean soldier otherwise slhiowed no In-
elination to shirk danger. Indeed, most
of the examples were of companies and
reglments advaneing more rapidly than
the colonels and generals expected them
to do. Cotonel Milen, the brigade eom-
mander, wanted “to charge on the EIl
Caney stone tort with his brigade, but
two or three companles of negroes of
the Twenty-fifth infantry antieipated
him.

#ti, in studying the problems of war,

it must be taken into consideration that
men sometimes refuse to advanee,or ac-
tually retreat, in sapite of all commands,
In a crisis It may be necessary to kil
one or two to brace up the rest. Here I8
where the revolver would be invaluable.
On the Almirante Oquendo, just befora
she was sunk. outside of Santiago har-
bhor, the rallors were 8o terror-stricken
that they refused to stand by the guns.
Instead they huddlied over to the lee
side, And even tried totjump overhoard.
The officers =hot #ome of them.but the
demornlization was too complete, and
the lives were needlessly sacrificed. In
such a final moment, however, some
weapon is necessary to enforce au-
thority.
* Wxcept the few troops of the Second,
all the Unlted States cavalry in Cuba
was dismounted. It carrléd no sabers
or revolvers. The modern ldea of the
usze of cavalry need not be econsidered
here. The carbine i# not used when the
trooper {8 mounted. In pursult the re-
valver wiould be effleaclous. Old-fash-
ioned cavalry charges would be ans-
chronistie against modern rifles. There
might be many months of ecampalgning
with few cavalrvmer K drawing thelr
gabers or firtng thelr Pistols. In drills,
nf courre, the rword Is » great card.
HHowever, being mounted. the trooper
need not conafder superfluous welght so
much as his brother, the Infantry-
man,

Ar for awords, they have fewent de-
fenders, Some offlcers left theirs In the

Unlted States, and carrled machets !n-
stead %o out thelr way through under-
brush. Bom# did npot even have the
substitute. Others left thelr good steel
on shipboard or lost it in camp. It wnos
never missed much, except that it will
have to be replaced on the return home.
Of course, for appearance sake, the
aword 13 Indlspensable on parade In
times of peace. There |8 a certain moral
effect in grasping [t and polnting at the
enemy while leading a charge. But
some officers think that the example of
personal bravery §s In itself so {nspir-
ing to the men that a walking stick
would do quite & well as a good blade.
A sword might ¢come into play In In-
stances of cownrdice or demoralizat!on,
but a revolver would -be much better. A
suggestlon of practical value {8 that a
good pair of fiéld glasses would admir-
ably replace the gide arm. The -long

range of the Krag-Jorgersen and Mau-,

ser rifles made such glasses almost a
necessity. At 1,000 yards it ig not easy
to distinguish a man who Is crouched or
lying down, trying to hide himself. The
smokeless powder does not reveal where
the rifleman Is. Advancing troops muat
show themselves from time %o time.and
those on the defenslve are likely to have
an advantage in this. With the naked
eyes the soldier may search long hefore

finding the source of the bullets that kill’

the men begside him. Having fleld
glasses his officers could pick out the
enemy and direct the fire. Asthe range
hecame less the need would decrease,
but accurate Information about the
number and positlon of the enemy, the
nature of hiz defenses and the polnt
whenece the heaviest flre comes Is al-
ways of great value.

And the bayonet. In actunl conflict
it. too, has little use under modern con-
ditians.  Rapld-firing magazine rifles
settle the lssue before the bayonet-can
be brought Into play. A charge with
the weapon 18 nol An impossibllity, but
the likelihood is that if an army cannot
stop an onslaught with artiliery and
musketry ft will flee or surrender be-
fore it can be reached by a steel blade.

"nd acknowledged before
there 1s oceasion to withstand an at-
tack with bayonets.

But the moral effect of the weapon is
Important. even if it Is never drawn
from its seabbard. An army known by
the enemy to 'be without hayonets
would be at a great disadvantaze. Tor
instanee, at Fl Caney the Spaniards
were avware that their foemen had the
atcel ready to affix to their guns. and
that an cncounter at close quarters
would mean the slaughter of most of
them (the Spaniards), This very con-
vietion led them to cease firing earlier
than they otheérwise wiould have rlone,
and to surrender when the Americans
came up to where they were. Had the

.asgsallants been known to he without

bayonets, the reslstanee would have
been longer and more desperate. This
asnect of mentlment I8 an efrective
argument for the retention of the
bhavonet,

In additlen, the weanon bas imnoer-
tant uses. To the =oldler it is what the
hairpin Is to a2 woman. The heavy.
swordlike blade rerves as an Intrench-
Ing tonl In an emergency. » hatchet. a
knife or a ean opener. With the butt
end he egrinds his enfrfee In his tin cup,
H+s would be lost without it.

LETTER TROM D. J. DAVIS.

Manila, P. 1., Sept. 4. 1808,

Dear parents—Today belng Sunday T
thought that you would possibly like
to hear from this slde of the world and
of what we are doing; and I have time
today and ean't tell what we may be
doin® tomorrow, as things are very un-
seftled at present. We may have trou-
hle with the Insurgents at almost any

lmlnute.

Yesterday morning we roped
the guns readyfor morning and expect-
ed orders all day, but none came, We
have to pull the guns, so use long ropes
like the old-time fire engine. It is just
a week todhy since we arrlved here
from the stedmer, but it seems longer.
We are located In an old Spanlsh har-
rack on the edge of what Is called the
new elty, on:the north side, In com-
fortable quarters, surrounded by a tep- -
foot wall. We also have plenty of
water and a pood plunge bath., which
is worth a good deal to us: but we
may. have to move almost any day, as
some of the companies who are not so
well sitiiated are trying to get us out
I hope they will not sueceed, as we
could not get quarters as good any-
where in town, as everything is full,

The only thing is, the mosquitoes are -
very bad at night, worse Inside than
out, and they sting terribly~They only
bother us at-ntgh\ Wwhen we want to
sleep, and there 13 no getting Away
from them.

The weather [s very hot apd oppres-
sjvg at times, especially when the sun
shines, and some of the boys have
falleny In thelr tracks.” We had ap aw.
ful hot" walk a, week ago in coming
from the boat with our blankets; five
of the boys fell out. I had heard a
grent deal about Manila"and what a
fine place it [s; but excuse me, there
isn’t anything here for. me at present,
The place is not elear and the natives
are about as undesirable a lot of peo-
ple as one would +wish b associate
with, They reésemble the Chinege
more than any other people that J
know of, and I really -belleve that one
third. of the population

f or more are
Chinese. They almost all go bare- °
footed and wear very little clothing,

Knee ‘dresses arc fashlonable among
the natives and it Is 'a great change
from anything I ever saw, It makes
one think that thexe are more places .
than one on earth, and it {s a good ex-
perience—onc that I am glad of hav- .
ing--but I don’t dike thé& idea of stay-
ing here in.the barracks for two years
wlith nothing to de; but from the most
rellable source of Information at pres-
ent it secems that we will be here ver
for about six months. It all depends on
what {s done at Paris, AN the boys
who came first are ready to go home
now, as none of them like the country,
and when it isn't hardly safe to go
around town while under martial law
it isn’t hardly safe to go very far into
the Interlor, and I will "not be for
a number of years yet. A lot of
troope are peeded to keep order and
put down trouble that 18 sure %o arise
at times; although the people profess
frlendship they eannot be trusted.

I suppose that you were interested In
the taking of Manila and knew nhout it
long berore I dld, but you don't know
what an awful hard time the Utah boys
had as weil as T~Jo. The most surprls-
Ing thing of all to me {s how they ever
managed to pull these blg guns
through mud hub deep, across fields
that had been soaked for almost three »
months. with a tropleal rain; up day
and hight with nothing to eat but hard-
tack and coffee, and to stand up under -
the fire they did. The only timas the
Spanish would leave thelr trenches and
do any firing wasg at nlght, and the
darkest wet night to be had. The guna
had no shelter, and that 1s the way the
UUtah batteries fought all theytime. In
getting thelr guns ashore &y were
lowwered into a freight barge and then
were knee deep int mud and water, with
taken in shore as far a8 possible, then
run over board Mto the sea 'in about
four feet of water, then pulled ashore:
but the most remarkable thing of all
waé that not A man was k!lled and onky
one slightly wounded In the arm, while
some of the regulars, who were in the
trenches with them, were blown all to
pleces. One of the sights wast shot off



