DEATH OF A PIONEER.

By telegram to his son in this
oity we learn of the dealth at Bt
George, Tuesday, August 19th, of
Brother Wm. A. Empey, long and
fa vorably known in the community,
and formerly o resident of the Fif-
teenth Ward of tixis city.

Deceased was bora in the Town-
ship of Osnabrook, County of Stor-
mont, Canada, July 4, 1808, em-
bra ed the Gospel in 1838, being

baptized by Elder Arza
Adams, aud ip the autumn
of the same year removed fo

Nauvoo, where he remained until a
few days prior to the final banish-
ment of the SBaints from Lllinois.
During hig residence in Nauvoo he
was amotg the most active of the
su pporters and Jefenders of the lead-
ers of the Chureh, and an energetic
workman on the Temple there erec-
ted. At the time of the organization
of the 13th Quorum of Seventies he
bueame one of its presidents, which
osition he hekl until ealled to be a
igh Councilor in 8t. George.
He started as one of the Pio-
neers to Utah in the year 1847
but oo arrival al the Platte River he
was counseled by President Young
to remain there with eight others
and earn supplies for the pioneera
on theic return jeurney by ferrying
travelers over to Oregon. In view
of the exposure of this small party
to Indians, it was of the utmost
necessity that they should be united
and remain together, and they were
cautioned by President Young so to
do; but all the party with the excep-
tion of Brother Kimpey and twoothers
goon deserted  Lhe post. [t was a
charagteristic of the deceased never
to betray s trust or desert a post of
duty, and, in the midst of danger
from hostile Indians who frequentiy
visited their camp, aud from whose
ferocity they were most marvelously
pregervad, he remained there
with his two companions until
the first company of migrating
Saints bad passed there and the
counsel had arrived from the leaders
for them to proceed ou to Laramie,
There they remained until Presi-
dent Young and party returned
from the wvalley, wheu deceased
joined them und proceeded to his
family at Winter Quarters.

In the spring of 1848 he started
with his family to Utah in Presideut
Y ouag’s company, and, after their
arrival here, wintered at the mouth
of North Canyon, about ten miles
porth of this e¢ity. He hecaine s
resident of the Flfteenth Ward at
the timethe city was platted, where
for several years he acted ag counsel-
or to the Bishop. Iu 1851, in com-
pany with Elder George A. HBmith,
he explored Bouthern Utah and
helped to establish the settlement of
Parowan, fiom which mission he
was released in the year 1852 ta go
to Bear River, north, and establish
a ferry. He remained there, mak.
ing friends anony the [ndians and
assisting travelers, until called to go
upono a mission to Europe, ’ipon
which he started in the fall of 1852,
He labored in various parts of Eng-
land, a portion of \he time as Pres-
ident of the Hull Conference. He
there witnessed many manifesta-

tlons of the power and good-
ness of the Almighty, among
which may be mentioned one
that was certainly remarkable.

Having been sent into a strange
district to labor, he was at 8 lous te
know where to find any of the
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in 1832, and settled oo a farm in
Marshall tow nship, 'where hisfather
died in 1864. Until the year 1859,
Mr. Miner worked on his father’s
farm in the summer, and attended
school in the winter.

A fter graduating from Lyons In-

Saints. While walking along the stitute, he commenced the study of
road he noticed a venerable looking | law in the office of Goverdor Buker,

man with snpowy white hair some
distance ahead of him, and endeav-
ored to overtake him in order to
inquire his way, but after 8 loug
and hasty walk finally saw the
strapger turn from the road =aund

enter a house., Determined still
to accomplish his purpose he,
too, on arriving at the house,
entered it and anpnounced to
the lady who met him at the
door that he was in search of Lat-
ter-day Balnts, The lady replied

that she and her family belonged
to that clasa whereupon he agked
who the old gentleman waa who

had just entered her dwelling. The

lady was puzzled at his question and
declared that no such person had
heen there, and the only way they
could account for the mystery was
that it was a spiritual and not a
mortal man who had led the way
there.

Brother Empey was released from
hia mission in 18564 to return to the
Missouri River and there purchase
wagons, teams amd supplies, and
superintend the emigration busi-
uess for the Churel,

At the time of the settlement of
8t. George he was called to locate
there, and though it juvelved the
abamionment of a comfortable home
in this city, he remained thera and
devoted his means and euergy to
the development of that region, He
visited the members of his family
in this oity last mounth, and at thab
tirne appeared to be in his wusual
health.  What particular ailment

carried him off' is net yet known to

his relations here.

He was a man of great faith and
integrity, enjoyed. the confldence
and esteem of' his acquaintances
during life, and has doubtless thirough
his faithfulness earned the boon
he sought for--eterual lite. Two of
bis wives survive him, one baving
died some years since. OF the
twenty-two chlldren born to him,
fifteen are now living, and hig liv-
ing granichildren number between
forty and fifty.

-—

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JUDGE
MINER.

The following sketch of the life
of Hon. James A. Miner, the newly
npyointed associate justice of Utah,
w ho suceeeds Judge Henderson on
the bench of the First District Court
at Ogden, is given by the 77&une’s
Ouden correspondent: 5,

The subject of this sketch i the
Hon. James A. Miner, Assaggjate
Justice of the Bupreme Court, and
Judge of the First District Court of
the Territory of Ulah,

Judge Miner was born at Mar~
xball, Michigan, September 9, 1842.
His parents, G. and  Betsey L.
Miger, emigrated from Connegticut

|

of Clinton, Iowa.

At the breaking out of the war he
returned to Liyons, and assisted Col.
Fox in raising the Ninth Regiment
of Michigan Volanteer Infantiry.
He remained in service until the
death of his father, when he re-
turned to Marshall and resumed his
law studies, first in the office of the
late Hon. H. A. Noyes and after-
wards in that of Hon. J.C. Fitzger-
ald. He was admitted to the bar by
Judge B, F. Greaves, in 1864, since
which time he has pruliced most of
the time at Marshali, Michigan. In
1868 he was admitted to practice in
the Unpited States courts; and in the
same year was appointed United
States commissioner for the eastern
distriet of Michigan. In the spring
ot 1864 Mr. Miner was elected recor-
der of the city of Marshall and held
the office one year,

In the fall of 1886 he wau elected
circuit court commissioner for Cal-
houn county. He was re-elected in
1868, and thus held the office four
years, performing the dutles to the
general satisfaction of the bar and
the community. In 1870 Mr. Miner
was elected prosecuting atforney for
Calhoun county by a larger majori-
ty than was received by any other
c¢andidate on the ticket. In 1872 he
was re-elected, and, by his able per-
formunce of the dutles, gained the
well-earned reputation of being one
of the most efficient officers the
county has ever :ad,

He married, Beptember 1, 1869,
Hattie L. Baker, and has three
children. Heis a member of the
Masonic fraternity. He formerly
attended the Episcopal Chureh at
Marshall, of which his wife is a,
member.

Mr. Miner is a profound believer
in the principies of the Republican
party. and has cloguently advocated
them in every campaign since 1861,
As lie is a very foreible speaker, the
iarge Republican successes formerly
gained in Calhioun County were in
a great messure due to him. In
Janaary, 1876, he formed a law
partnership with F, A. Stace, and
continued in the practice of his
chosen profession noder the firm-
name of Miner & Stace until his re-
moval to Ogden.

He has-lind charge of many diffi-
cult casvs, both civil and eriminal,
in the Cirguit and SBupreme Courts
of Michigan. He has remarkable
tenacity of purpose and is possessed
of executive ability of no common
order. He hasalwas borue a high
reputation as aAn honorable man., a
successful lawyer and an  eloquent-
advocate, :

His commission as Associate
Justice of the Bupreme Court and
Judge of the First Distriet Court of
this Territory was signed by Presi-
dent Harrison July 2nd, and went
into effect August 2nd. His term
expires July 2, 1894.



