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chicago people are asking each
other the ominous question Is tletile
end of the world at hand it Is
little wonder that such a question
obtrudes itself when one takes up a
morning paper and do such head
lines as the following

THIRTY THREE KILLED
dreadful havoc wrought by cyclonescyclone

in northern illinois
sixteen persons killed by a cloud-

burst near earlvilleEarl ville la
salle county

six children and their teacher
meet with a sudden and

awful death
the tornado completely destroys the

town of paw paw causing a
frightful loss of life

hundreds of people injured by a
storm which struck the village

of sublette
much property Iesdestroyedtroyed and a

large number of persons hurt
in livingston county

disastrous floods ruin crops and
cause a partial suspension of

railway traffic
this is only a sample of what is

occurring in illinois disastersdisaster of
this kind are becoming so frequent
that the energies of several large
communities are completely pros-
trated from nebraska comes news
of destructive cyclones the
villagesvillage of Pleasapleasantontiton and sweet-
water demolished by storms and
so on for column after column
where are our men of sciescienceit ce those
sages who can foretell the flood and
the storm who can baffle the ele-
ments andaad bottle the electric spark
now is the time frfor them to show
what is in them and in their potent
arts they laugh at the man of
simple mind who prays to the con
aroler and director of these elements
Hhisis hohomelymely orisonn they callcalI1 su bpersti
tiou but in the face of such calam-
ities as we now witness the highest
science is tomfoolery

some few years ago while visiting
the hotthot springs in arkansas I1
heard a man repeating the ardsw ads of
ingersollangersoll who made horse play of
job polishing his ulcers with a piece
of burned clay the verbose infidel
held that up as the medical science
of prophetic times and then tri-
umphantlyantly pointed to our medical
colleges and learned professors
but what struck me as practically
ludicrous was the position of this
scientific infidel he was suffering
from inflammatory rheumatism
all the stores of science he had ex-
hausted he was now bathing in a
pool termed locally the mud
egold and rubbing from time to
time handfuls of sand and mud
from the bottombottora of the pool to his
swollen knees I1 asked him how
mut h better off he was thimthan job as
far as science was concerned was
he not scraping his sores with mud
as job was with a piece of crockery
I1 remember that the scene sobo im-
pressed a friend of mine that he
produced some rhymes which struck
me more for their simple truth than
for their artistic poetry I1 dont
knowk now that a better sermonbermon could be
preached on nature and natures
god that these few simple lines

let science boast its relregalrland druggists prate aaboutout their pills I1

let infidels with facesaces sour
trace life to wasps and whippoorwills

let minds romantic or profound
phantasmal theories promote

T is mine while natures balm flows round
to treasure what the prophets wrote

come heartless scowling seeptic tell
was it caprice or chance or whim

that caused yon boiling bubblingZ well
to heal the p ulcerous limb

come tyndall darwin huxley say
Is not your science canting rant

beside the health restoring spray
which bounteous heaven herehiere doth

grant

these wooded glades let scoffers see
and taste of natures mystic bowl

and learn what is divinitydivin t
and what a god createdcreate soul I1

here halt and blind and I1lameame and sore
and sinner saint and wild commune

eleneen erosbros son blear eyed and hoar
all find alike the sought for boon

behold with what impartial hand
kind heaven her blessings fair bestowsbestonsbe stows

even on the unregenerate band
whose carnal tastes have wrought their

woesboes
alas how weak a thing is man I1

his grandest science mimic playplagcocompared with natures balm wwhichich can
workork miracles even today

and miracles were certainly
worked in the way of healing by
those waters men whose ulcers
and sores were many times more
hideous than jobjobsIs were completely
cured

to come back again to the ele-
ments we are not alone threatened
with destruction by these but news
of cholera and yellow fever now
reachesreachesuschrs us we are advised to put
our house in order for these grim
visitantstants are on the way in addi
biot to all this turmoil and disorder
are creeping into politics and re-
ligion the school question is sure
to be madeanmade an issue that will drag
in religion and then what next
gudgod alone can tell

the republican party in the
northeastern states seems to be en-
gaged in a triangular fight just at
present with three very powerful
interests these interests are the
prohibitionists the personal rightsbights
men and lastly the free aduca
tiona lists the prohibitionists have
long ainee characterized the repub-
lican party as the child of
the beer drinking personal brightersRighterSerg
look upon it as hypocritical and in-
sincere but the grand old party as
if inspired by the genius of disaster
herself hasbas actually courted calamity
by its interference with the german
catholics and lutheransLutherans as regards
their educational matters

no attempt was made to show
that compulsory education laws
with the offensive clauses so often
mentioned of late were required in
either illinois or wisconsin it is
true that the germaugerman language in
these states holds second place to
the english and in commercial
matters it dominates the english
storekeepers in employingeo sales-
men and travelers must of ne-
cessity hire persons who speak ger-
man A german merchant would as
soon think of buying from a maninan
who could riotnot converse in hisbis
dearly loved guttural as hebe would of
cammicommittingeting onsuicideicide I1 netfa he would
do the latter more cheerfully upon
smaller provocation

the german has many reasons to
dislike the english language first
he himself speaks it with a decided

ly foreign flavor and in a dialect
which brings on redi cule of
the comedian an l press humorist
naturally enough this createscrates a
certain measure of ludicrousnessludicrous for
him even in the minds of his own
chil ironiren secondly the german
regards the average american news-
paper and book as unfit reading in
a family household even the
german heebeerhalls and wine cellars
look upon the american news-
paper as below their stan-
dard ot morality and esthetics

the only explanation that can be
given for the illinois and wisconsin
education laws is that they are at-
tributable to the anti catholic move-
ment started in Massmassachusettsachki a few
years ago the battle against par-
ochial schools there made political
capital for the republican party
but there only french and irish
catholics could be contended with
and on the question orof public
schools the irish catholics are not a
unit in opposing them the fact
is two thirds of the lower grades of
teachers are of irish parentage and
certainly an irish parent could not
object to having his children aducat
ed by his own countryman son or
daughter with the french matters
are a little different the french
are clannish and in
their ideas especially the catholics
As a factor in the american repub-
lic they are nothing little colorcoloniesties
of them are to be met with in towns
and cities but scarcely figur-
ing in trade or industry they
are mostly cooks waiters factory
handsha Dd 8I1 heapcheap0 carpenterecarpecarpenteraante rs I1 I1indifferentnd ifferent
tradesmentrad elmeri and so on there are no
colonies of them settled on lands and
that is why as a race they will fade
away and become absorbed As to
the irish catholic hebe has got so much
in the habit of being abused that
like pat ford of the irish world hebe
looks around for somebody else to
abuse in turn and thus give himself
a status he too like the frenchifrench i

man will disappear as a race becausebecaas
he hugged the city and the gin mill
instead of spreading on the land
esth such elementselementstoto contend with
in the eastern states it is little
wonder that the republican party
gained a papartialartial victory

in illinois and wisconsin theth
dominant foreign race is german
unlike the others the germanygerman
though largely represented in citie
and towns is still moremor
so in agriculture the fact is ththe
german catholics were until forceforced
into it remarkably nondon aggressive
one might mix a whole year witwith
a community of them and not knowkno
they were catholics the writer I1biffi

personally cognizant of cases aher
irish catholics were dischargerdi
from shops purely on sectarysectarian
grounds anda germans hired ioid
their place on the belief that thothoa
germans were protestants
the fact was and is they are bettebattet
catholics from church and doctrin
al views than the irish the
race hithein the world to support thtb
catholic press is the irish in amerameri
ca the germans the best it is
rare thing to find a purely church
newspaper in anala irish calholy
home it is as rare to find a germa
catholic home without on


