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destroy the possession of improved
weapons is rather an incentive than
otherwise to their use in conflicts of anaim
extensive nature

As to the financial war the statements
made are true to a certain extent
but when a man is sorely pressed
financially and is being robbed and
feels that by a resort to force he can
regain what he regards asaa hisbis own hebe
is very likely to take that coursecoarse gobo
with nations and while money Is
necessary to carry on war successfully i
if a government has ability to secure
it by force and the emergency arises
the ability will be called into action
A financial conflict between nations is
an invitation for the one most sorely
pressed to resort to violence to main-
tain its rights

instead therefore of the fear of
destructive weapons and financial
manipulations being a barrier to red
handedbanded war the possessionsion of such
weaponsweapon and the pressure ofbf such
manipulations are more likely to pro-
duce it the passions and ambitions of
men are not restrained neither have
the nations arrived at a point where they
will hang the trumpet in the hall
and study war no more

THE TEMPLE LOT SUIT

A dispatch from kansas city mo
states that the appeal from the decision
of judge philips in the sobo called terntem
pie lot suitalt by which the title to a cer-
tain

car-
tain piecepice of ground in independencebacksonjackson county mo was awarded to
the religious denomination commonly
known as josephites has been per-
fected and the case will now be
passed upon by the united states
court of aiappealspeals the dispatch con
aane the misleading statement that
athethe church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints holdheld possession of the
lot lorfor years until recently when the
title was wrested from it by a decision
of judge philips which tois a huge
error in that the possession re-
ferred to has been held by the
present appellants the so called

who the dispatch again atae
to state are supported by the

mormonscormons of salt lake city who
lippehope the higher court will reverserae the
decision of judge philips 9

the NEWS has formerly had occa-
sion to state that the members of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints beyond a desire to see the laws
of the country administered with im-
partiality and justice have no partic-
ular interest in the outsuit referred to
the church toIs no party thereto in any
sense whatever and its status can in
no way bebb affected by the courts de-
cision

the lot in controversy was in I11832
acquired by bishop edward partridge
for funds furnished by members
of the church to be held as88
the property of the church when
the persecutions thickened and
the saints were threatened with ex-
pulsionpulatoD edward partridge deeded the
property it is claimed to three chil-
dren of oliver cowdery this was in
1839 the josephites base their
claim on a deed of quit claim execut-
ed in 1887 by one charles johnson and
hisbis wife a sister of the cowdery
childchildrenren while the 11 claim
title first through a deed of

from three of the heirs of edward part-
ridge and secondlydby adversead verse possession
by a process of logic which does not ap-
pear to be distinguished for clearness
judge philips arrived at the con
elusion that the Hedrickitee
could ootnot claim possession of
the ground while the josephitesJosephltes 11

were entitled thereto bothbath by virtue of
thebe alleged partridge deed to the

cowdery children and as the realleal
successors 1 of the exiled church and

coisconsequently the true beneficiaries of
the trust

it is the first question we suppose
which the superior court will be askedaskea
to decide the question of the merits otof

the legal documents on which the liti-
gants base their claim the second is18

a side issue not in the suit and cer-
tainly not depending on the dechkoa
of a missouri court the question of
true successionduc cession isif mainly one
of history not of law but to
speak of succession to a church that
never was dissolved is unreasonable
true the church was in early days
harrieharrasserharrassedsed on all sidesaides by enemies on
the outside and traitors within all otof
whom longed for an opportunity to
crush the young organization out otof
existence but it weathered the
storms growing stronger and stronger
as the adversaries multiplied the
church itself by almost unanimous
voice settled the matter of a succes-
sor to the martyredmartyred prophet long be-
fore the JosephlJosephite te 12 movement was
ever agitated this came too late
by many years to solve the problem of
a successor to joseph the prophet and
as to the idea of succeeding the
church the necessity has not yet
arisen and never can the church
has had an uninterrupted historical
existence since the day of its founda-
tion iuin 1830 and up to the present time
and will so existemst until its glorious
mission is fulfilled

ELDERS ARRESTED IN SOUTH
CAROLINA

the daily register and theth stateestate

both published in columbiacolombia south
carolina contain in their issue of the
ath dinst an account of the arrest the
day before of two utah elders labor-
ing in that vicinity 0 L braley and
alvin smith the charge against
them was vagrancy the warrant being
a wornsworn out by one W TY caughman
and the arrest was made at the housebouse
of wm sloan who lain understood to
belong to the church I1 and who lives
seventeen miles below columbia
he wanted to resist the arrest
but was advised to yield
to the officersofficera mandate and
the two elderselders were forthwith baled
before justice taylor who found them
guilty of the charge and sentenced
them each to pay a fine of 10 or to
imprisonment for twenty days they
were taken the same day to columbia
by constable J T neely and lodged
in jail the foregoing particulars are
gleaned from the accounts of the in
aident given by both the papers named
which supply also the usual reportorial
remarks on the pernicious doctrines
taught by the elders etc etc and
which add the information that an
excited crowd surrounded the officer
and his prisoners after the trial and

made dire threats of whippings or even
of worse faredfare if they ever returned
to the county again the state i as
sorts that the original arrest included
a third elder this was elder W 0
patrick president of the conference
who was there onaon a visit to hisbis fellow
lalaborersborero but hebe waswac discharged 1nI
the ground that he had only been
in the neighborhood five days

editorially the register makes no
allusionallu aion to the incident the statestage
however speaks up bravely for
american freedom in the same issue
with the local account referred to ap-
pears the following editorial paragraph

mormon missionaries may be and
evidently are very unweunwelcomeleome visitors iniim
south carolina they may teach false andtand
repulsive doctrines but the glory of this
country is its religious freedom antand
men who drive out even morcommormons
preachers with threats violate law and
constitution and the spirittotof liberty asaa
well as the teachings of christianity

and in its issue of the ath the same
paper editorially referring to a lengthy
communication from the elders them-
selves which it publishes in full ozoono

another page comments usas follows
we commend the letter of the mor-

mon missionaries to the people of rich
land it is a pity that south caroliniansCarolinianCarolin iano
should have put themselves in a position
to receive instructions in christianity
and american liberty from utah iliner
ants but that it is needed the persecu-
tion of these men demonstrates

the communication thus referred to
makes three fourths of a column to1

signed by elders W 03 patrick G L
braley and alvin smith and appears

i under the heading the mormoncormona
speak what they say in Defdefenseenser
of themselves and their religion IP
we make a few extracts

all reasonable and fair minded people
will agree with us that there are two sidesside
to every question and in order to judge
a matter intelligently it is necessary to
hear both sides of the question
we have been and are preaching the
gospel in richlandohlandRi county as well asan lain
a great many more counties of the state
but we most emphatically deny the
charge of preaching a pernicious doctrine
and we venture to say that those whopwho
make such statements are entirely ignor-
ant in regard to our teachings we
a doctrine that is infallible and thatno
bible belibelievereyer can deny we were arrest
ed on mondayM last as stated in fourr
colucolumnsmun on the charge of vagrancy but
we fail to see on what grounds trial just-
ice taylor convicted two of us if we
understand the term vagrancy correctly
it isin one who has no visible means okof
supportiupport when we were arrested we had
over 25 and we also proved this before
his honor we also proved that we
were licensed ministers of the gospelsgospel
our accuser and the witnesses with one
exception were men we had never seesseen
before anaand were justjuantasas foreign to us awas
some meumen in china elder braley hackhaa
stayed with one of the witnesses two
nights but he never went to his house
without an invitation if they call thaw
vagrancy it is something new to us in
the face of all this evidence two of nou
worewere convicted we were not brought
to columbia because we could not pay
the fine but because we took an alpeat
to the higher court 0 if
we commence persecutingpersecuting any religious
sect howehowever despised or however un-
popular on account of opinions
know not how soon the fires of smith
field may be rekindled or the gallows rrjk
new england for witches be agai
erected it tois a shame that free bor


