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prevailing has rendered the prairie
abass highlyh inflammable great

6 has been done to farms andfattoarmila improvements
A few days ago a prairie fire ap-proachedProacheded the town of mt ver-

non at about three in the
hernoonafternoonternoon the inhabitants turnedow enell masse to fight the fire but intain though aided by people fromroe Heighneighboringboring town of mitchellMl
neyey could not stop the fire and it

the entire town leaving4a the families in it homeless theote amounted to about
several other villages have beenapboyedoyed in a similar manner one

0f wemthem leola containing in-
habitants A furious wind droveta sweeping flames from farm to
farm and from village to villagelaeille total damage willwiil amount toit hundredsundressundreds of thousands of dollars

alderman smith returned to
apolis april 10 from sully

bounty dakota where he wenttow investigate the extent oftheale damage by the recent prairiearearee it was a terrible sight hefaid u did not suppose that the4ut were so bad there are attea families in sully county
whidno lost most of the wheat they had
joae of them saved a few thingsbutt jnin most cases nothing Wwas
saved those who witnessed thealrenr told me that the flames jumped
hiblarur and five rods so that ordinarytirere protectionProtect ion was of no avail one
mann was sisickck and his daughter inbeddec when he saw the fire corningcoming
andd illshis wife rushed into the barn to

antie the horses while he ran to
fave e the girl and he had just carriededherher out on a plowed field whenthe fire sprang upon alfrhilhousehouse hiswitewife barely escaped the horsesoreere burned I1 saw where sheep
of
were burned in a heap the people

blunt have done a good deal for
sufferers but they are unable toto half enough and I1 hope the good

cople of minneapolis will put their
shoulders to the wheel at once seed

heat is what they wanty now that the spring season iskt nandhand everything that can be
len in the shape of relief ought to

turned in at once

A sudden stop
in castle garden new york

ron april 10 six english boysbeinggsg S passengers on the steamer
wyoming were detained on theCarseINUrae tthat they had been hirhiredd

tiglandland by a man named beatowa on his brothersbrother ranch inwaa Tthee boys will probably benelltnt backb k to england
samoan affairs

at
A washingtonton despatch says it is

authoritatively stated at the departanent of state that the three treatyorsrs concerned in samoan affairs
england germany and the

d
u eted states have reached an unlulngding by the terms of whichayy will each keep but one war
reasel at samossamoa pending the term

MOD of the berlin conference
the vessel tooto be sent there by
1000K united states will be the alerttous now at honolulu theaidan corvette sophie now on hery out from zanzibar will depre

g

sent the german interests while
england will doubtless order the
Callio pele return to samoa from syd-
ney or replace her if she is materi-
ally damaged by the hurricane

the london news referring
to the coming samoan con-
ference says I1 germany must
abandon her ideas of reducing the
preponderating influence the ap-
pointment of bates as one of the
american commission shows that
any claim in that direction will
render the conference entirely nuga-
tory 1 I

A cashier
the following account of a crime

thatisthat is becoming far too common is
given in a late dispatch from anoka
minn

the doors of the first national
bank were closed last evening the
cashier is in canada there is a
woman in the case P PF Pratt the
cashier went to minneapolis a week
ago last thursday and on fri-
lay

fri-
day the bank officials were
startled by a note from the
merchants bank of st paul
that the account of the first nat-
ional was overdrawn 20 A
messenger was at once dispatched
to st paul and discovered pratt had
drawn out about due the
bank and about twice as much
more on his check A bank exami-
ner was notified and gave the books
a hasty overhauling enough was
learned to show that matters
were in a bad way and that
pratt is short nearly
not knowing where the end
might be methe directors con-

cluded to place the bank in the
hands of the examiner and he will
appoint a receiver itisit is impossible
at the present to tell the amount of
prattsprates killianyvilliany correspondents of
the bank both in chicago and new
york allowed pratt to overdraw
to the amount of in addaddi-
tion to this he raise 1 an the
personal vote of mrs neland an
aged widow residing at dayton who
trusted pratt to manage her business
matters to a large extent t also
appears1rs that brattinPrattin company withWSH S sparks has been speculating
in whwheatmt and sparks is overdrawn1009

last summer the good people of
anoka were horrified to learn thatpratt was on intimate terms with a
handsome young woman of doubtful
reputation the scandal soon be-
came public property and his wife
took her two children and went to
boston where they have sincesincerere
sided soon after this the grass
widow also disappeared but it is
alleged she has since lived in min-
neapolis where pratt supported her
and her illegitimate child

there was quite a contest in the
bank directory at the meeting in
january over his position on ac-
count of the scandal but it was
finally decided that he close up
certain business matters with which
he was familiar before closing up
his affairs with the institution it
is believed his lings began at
thatmat time

the president of the bank is L H
fincknorPincknor a well known business
man of this city and pioneer of the

northwest the capital stock was
unless matters prove

worse than expected depositors will
probably be paid in full As yet no
steps have been taken to hunt
down the absconding cashier but a
reward for his capture will probably
be entered at once As he hashaa had
a weeksweekIs start he is undoubtedly on
the safe side of the nadalineCacanada line
it is learned he disposed of all his
propropertypeTty in this vicinity some time
ago

desperadoes captured
on the night of march last

as the eastboundeast bound atlantic pacific
passenger train was pulling through
canyon diablo west of winslow
arizona it was boarded by four
masked men the train was
moving slowly and the robbers
mounted the locomotive without
difficulty by threats of shooting
they forced the engineer to stop the
train one of the men stood guard
over the locomotive while the others
took the fireman to the express car
and compelled him by threats to call
to the wells fargo express messen-
ger to open the door which the rob-
bers entered they searched the mes-
senger and obtained from him
between and A safe
containing several thousand dollars
was not touched and no demand
was made on the mesmessengergenger to un-
lock it none of the passengers
were molested and no resistance
was offered in fact it would have
been useless and the robbers had a
decided advantage after the rob-
bery the four masked men started
south As boonassoon aa possible sheriff
buck oneil of yavapai county
arizona collected a posse and started
in pursuit

the sheriff learned that the des-
peradoesperadoes had made for utah and he
followed being close upon their
track while he was after them a
dispatch was received stating that
he and three of his men had been
killed this was accepted as true
by his friends as the pursued party
were known to be desperate men
but fortunately the rumor proved to

i be false
the robbers made the best time

they could into utah word had
been sent ahead to the sheriffs of
kane and garfield countcountieslep and
about the last of march two of the
fugitives made their appearance at
cannonvilleCannonville afieldfield county it is
stated that there were about thirty
men attempted to arrest them but
the two robbers kept them at bay
and managed to escape they trav-
eled eastward and had gone about
forty miles when sheriff OIBbeileil
came upon one of them
bill the sheriffssheriff party

had the drop on him so he gave
up this was on april lat the
next day another one john J
smith was taken and on april ath
the remainremaining fugitives tobe quinceremainingintand charles clarklar were taken into
custodcustody1 As the penalty in arizona
for train robbing is death the rob-
bers were armed and would have
shown fight had their been a
chance but this was not given
them

on april 10 the prisoners and
sheriffs posse came up on the utah


