THE DESERET WEEKILY.

Prevailing has rendered the prairie |sent tie German

Brass highly ioflammable, ~ Great
damage hins Toen done to farms and
r“'xllflmpruxvanlenm.

ew days ago a prairie fire ap-

Proached tﬁe town pot’ Mt. Ver-

0on, at aheut three o’clock 1o the

fternoon. The inbabitants turned
9Ut en mnsse to Aght the fire, but in

Yain. Though aided by people from

the beighboring town of Mitehell,

they could not stop the fire, and it

“nsumed the cntire town, leaving

3li the families in it honicless, The

088 amounted to about $130,000.

evernl other villages have been
titroyed in o similar manuer, one
of thom, Leola, coutnining 300 in-
habitants. A furious wind drove

f © 8weeping flunes {rom farin to
A and from village to village.
be total damage will nmount to
Undreds of thousands of dollars.,

A Alderman Smith returned to
finneapolis A pril 10, from Sully
unty, Dakota, where he went

investignte  the extent of

the damage by the recent prairio

ﬁ':'-‘ﬁ- ‘1t was a terrvible sight,’ he

8id. 1 gid not suppose that the

fires were so had. Jﬁ)wre are at
st 100 families in Sully County
¥ho lost most of the wheat they had.

b me of them saved a few titings,

YUt in most cases wpolbhing was

$Mved. Those who witnessed the

fire told me that the flames jumped

Ur and five roJs, so that ordinary
e protuction was of no avail. One

0N way gick, and his daughter in
“4; when hesaw the firo comiug,

814 hig wife rushed into the barn to

Ubtie tlhe horses, whilo he ran to

Bave the girl, and he had just car-

Fied her out on a plowed feld when
1 fire sprany upon his house, His

¥ife barely cscaped. The horses

Wore hurned, 1 saw whiers 400 sheep

Wero burned ina hvap. The peoplo

of Blunt have done a good deal for
® Suffurers, but they are unable to
9 haif encugh, and 1 hope the good

People of Miuneapolis will put their

*houlders to tiie wheel at once. Seed

Wheat iy what they want particu-

‘Brly, now that tire spring season is

:t' hang, FEverythiog that cap be

81¥en in the shape of rolief oughl to

roed in ut once.”?

™

A Sudden Stop.
In Castle Garden, Now York,
?:. April 10 gix Enpglish boys
w"“g passengers on the steamer
my"m‘ug, were detained on the
joyree that] they bad beeu hired
M England by a mannamed Row,to
0‘::1; O'Fhmlk;) hruthltl:r’a %u;luih Lr:,
. eboys will probab
fent back to Eﬁglnnd. ¢ B

Samoan Affairs.

N ‘:t Waushington despateh says: 1t is
n;' horitatively stated at the Depart-
CUt of Htage that the three treaty
l_’i’;x‘-'l‘ﬂ concerned in Samonn affairs
“Ogland, Gormavy, and the
de““”d Btates, have reached an un-
tm:-‘*tiltltllllg, by the terms of which
v ylwitﬂSnuncz kl.‘l.‘l:t but.hone walr
Lo ) mMo; ndi the termi-
Aion of thel’ Etrllnngconferenee.
th: Vessel o Lwe sent there hy
mo“Umhzd Btates will be the Alerd,
tous, now at Honolulu, The
'™an corvette hic, new on her

Way out from Zanzibur., will repre-

intervsts;  while
Fogland will doubtless order the
Cailiupe’s return 1o S8amon from Byd-
ney or replace her if she is mater]-
ally damaged by the burrieane.

The London News, referring
to the coming Samoan con-
ference, wsays: “Germany must
abapdon her ideas of reducing the
preponderating influcnce. The ap-
pointment of  Hates as one of the
American commwission shows that
any claim in that direction will
render the conference entirely nuga-
tory.??

A Scoundrelly Cashler,

The following aceeunt of a crime
that is beeoming far too common, is
given in alate dispatch from Anoka,
Miopn.:

The doors of the First Natiounal
Bank were closed last evening, The
cashier is in Canada, There is a
woman in the case. . F, Pratt,the
cashier, went to Minneapolis a week
ago last Thursduy, and on Fri-

day the bank officials were
startled by a note trom the
Merchants Bank of 8t Paul

that tho account of the First Na-
tional was overdrawn $20.000. A
mersenger was at once dispatched
to 8t. Paul and discovered P’ratt had
drawn out about 4,000 due the
bank aod about twiee as much
more oh his check. A bank exami-
ner wad notified and gave the books
a hasty overhauling. Enough was
lenrned to show  that nntters
wore in a4 bad way, and that
Pratt is short nearly 3100,000.
Not kpowing where the end
might be, the directors econ-
cluded fo place the bunk in the
hands of the exaieiner and he will
appoint a receiver. [t is impossible
at the present to tell the amount of
Pratt’s villlany. Correspondents of
the bank both in Chicago and New
York allowed Pratt to overdraw
to the amount of $15,000. In addi-
tion: to this he raise i $30,090 an the
personal vote of Mrs. i\Yuland, an
ngred widow residing at Dayton,who
trusted Pratt to manage her business
matters to a large extent. 4t also

503
northwest. The capital stoek was
$150,000. Unless matters prove

worse than expected dopositors will
probahly be paid In full. As yct no
steps have been tuken te hunt
down the absconding eashier, but a
reward for his capture will prolably
be otfered at once. As he has had
u week’s start he is undoubtediy on
the safe side of the Canada lne.
It i8 learned he disposed of all his
property in this vicinity somo timwe
#go.

Desperadoes Captured,

On the night of Mareh 20th lpst,
as the enst-hound Atlantic & acifie
pussenger train was pulling through
Canyou Diablo, west of Winalowr,
Arizopa, it was bedrded by four
masked men. The train was
moving slowly apnd the robbers
mounted the locoimotive without
difficulty. By threats of shooting
thuy forced tho englneer to stop the
trnin. Onpe of the men steod guard
over the loccomotive while the others
took the fircman tothe express car
and compelled him by threats to call
to the Wells Fargo Kxpress messen-
ger to open the dgor, which the rob-
bers entered. They searched the mes-
senger and obtuined from him
between 3200 and $300. A sufe
conlaining several thousand dollars
was not touched and no demand
was made on the messcenger to un-
lock it. Non¢ of the passepgers
were molested, and no resistance
was offored. In fuet it would have
lwen useless, and tho rgblbers had a
declded advanlage. After the rob-
bery the four niasked men started
sputh. As soon as possible, Sheriff
Buek O’Neil, of \&cvnpal County,
Arizoua, collected 8 porse and started
in pursuit.

The sheriff’ fearned that the des-
pemdoes had made for Utah, and he
followed, beini; close upon their
track. While he was after thom a
dispateh was received stating that
he and three of his men had heen
killed. This was aceepted as true
by his frivnds, ns the pursued party
were known to be desperate men,
but tortunately the rumor proved to

appears that Pratt,in company with | be false,

H. 8. 8parks, has been speculating
in whent, and Bparks is overdrawil.
210,000,

Last summer the good people of
Anoka were horrified to learn that
Pratt was on intimate terms with a
handsome young womat of doubtiul
reputation. The seandal soon be-
came publie property and his’ wife
took her twe childien and went to
Boston where thoy have since re-
sided. Boon after this the grass
widow also disappeared, but it is
alleged she hassince lived in Min-
nenpolis where PPratt supported hor
and her jllegitimate chilJ.

T'here was quite u contest in the
lank directory at the mceeting in
January over his position en ae-
count of the scandal, but it was
finally deeided that e close ulp
ecriain business matters with which
he was tamiliar before closing up
hig affuirs with the institution. It
la believed hiz stealings began at
that time.

The president of the bank is L. H,
Pincknor, a well known business
man of this eity, and pioncer of the

The robbers made the best time
they could intoe Utah. Word had
been sent ahead to the sheriffs of
Kane and Garfield counties, and
about the last of March two of the
fugitives made_ their appearnpee at
Canponville, $orfieid County. Itis
stated that there were about thirty
men nttumrbcd to arrest them, but
the two robbers kept them at Luy
and mapaged tocscape. They trav-
eled castward, and had gone about
forty miles whon Sherif O!Neil
eame  Upon onu  of ihem;
“Bil)’? Stiren. The sheriil®s party
had -‘the drop?? on him, so he gnve
up. This was on April Ist. The
nuxt day another one, Johin J.
Bmith, wnas taken, and on A pril 4th
the remaining fugitives, Tolwe Quince
and Charles Clark were taken, into
custody. Asthe penalty in Arizona
for train robbing is denth, the rob-
bers wore armed and would have
ahown fight had their been a
chance, but this was not given
them.

On April 10 the priseners und
sheriff?s posse came up on the Utah



