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windows of upper stories the guests
were panic stricken and many jumped
from windows and a number of them
havebave been taken to the receiving hos-
pital but thus far no fatalities have
been reported the fire is still spread-
ing the height of the building making
it difficult for the firemen to do effective
work in extinguishing the flames the
building immediatelytely adjoining is of
brick and it is hoped it will be saved
there are many chambermaids em-
ployed in the hotel nearly all of whom
sleep on the top floor where the fire is
raging fiercest fears are entertained
that some of them have been burned to
death the firemen are making efforts
to reach them with ladders but so far

success it is scarcely possible
that the flames will be extinguished
without loss of life as they appear to be

i extending downward completely gut-
ting the building in their progress

the baldwin hotel is only second to
the palace among the great caravan
sarles of the city and is furnished in
elegant style the first floor is partly
occupied by stores and the basement by

t a fashionable cafe the baldwin thea-
ter

the
now under lease to gottloeb marx

co is a leading place of amusement
fonon the pacific coast the play secret
tBserervicelee produced by wm gillette and
ibishis eastern company was played there
last night and it was some time atter
the performance that the fire broke out

11 the scenery and property of the
apiecealece are doubtless lostjost
I1 smoke was first seen issuing from
ir thehe roof of the hotel by several young
t men who were standing on the sidewalk

cross powell street they rushed into
hee office of the hotel and with the aid

adf the baldwin hotel employedemp loyes went
erossthroughrough the corridors giving the alarm
irhetie house was full of guests it being a
popularpular stopping place of racing men

ndid other strangers who are now visit
ingg this city in large numbers most of

esthehe people in the building are believed
to40 have escaped while the roof was in

ames a man was seen endeavoring to
escape from an upper window attired

tonlyaly in his night shirt to those below
tnon the street he seemed to fall back
wards into the raging flames as he su-ddenlydenly disappeared his identity is un

own those connected with the hotel
allaree convinced that several of their em

aloyes have perished in the flames buttowingowing to the great excitement prevail-
ing the names of those who are missing

not be ascertained one man
ined morris was taken to the receive
g hospital having been injured in histemptattemptat to escape

I1 the whole interior of the hotel and
ter are now a raging furnace in

hehc hiltel proper everything above the
third floor is certainly a tal loss it
ivoy he possible to save some of theffrom the stores on the

agroundaund floor and possibly a portion of
behe e furniture landand fixtures of the build
1
kingg thousandsThouraidsaids of people the

t ees inill thasir vicinitylity abid gueste
t thha esc iteblih arearc noth pg frable

arbsorbs toco get their personal property
places of safety the entire city is

eliminated by the fire which is one of
hee largest ever known here at prespree
nt itft appears that the loss will be in
hee neighbor holod of
bater the mr morris taken to he

elving hospital from the baldwin
iteaa1 Is dead he recently returned
m the klondyke and was not well
ownwn in this city mr N D noon
st louis was carried to the receive

yc hospitalhospi faal having sprained his ankle
4 sustained numerous bruises in
ipong from the window the patrol
gon has just been called to bring
other aran reported to be either dead
in a dadeanging condition tofco the hospi

1

att a m efte ellis street wall of
e hotel appears bobebo be swaying slight

outward and fears are

it will fallcall if the flames are nutnot
soonsolon gotten under control As the street
is a narrow one and the wall very lof-
ty its fam would mean much dam-
agea ge to the golden eagle lodging house
and golden west hotel and other build-
ings opposite the baldwin

across powell street are the colum-
bia theutheateriter st anns building and sev-
eral lodging houses which areaire also in
danger the corner on which the ho-
tel is one of the business centers
ofaf the city and the street car traffic
will be interrupted for the greater por-
tion of the day the baldwin hotel
isis leased and managedaged by stone oom
pany who recently refurnishedfurnishedre it at
great expense the building is under-
stood to be mortgaged by its owner E
J baldwinDal dwin for several hundred
and dollars the stores onan the ground
floor are as follows

mose gunst company cigarscolgarycol gars well
comcompanyvany gerits furnishings J Jgroom company hats baldwin

clothing house Scberber companycorn pamy
chandy baldwin jewelry co baldwin
MilMiti inarynery establishment grant com
banys pharmacy phono-
graph parlors and bogans grottogratto Is
in the basement on the first floor isaisi s a
fashionableable rest laurant and grill room
conducted by the managers of the ho-
tel

abt this morning the fire I1is still
beyond control though it appears prob-
able it will be confined to the hotel
building there is a report current
that eight servant girlis who slept on
the top floor have been burned to
delaltodelalth but this has not yet been con-
firmed

shortly after the flamesfla mes broke out
two women were seen at a window 0
the cupola on the northwest corner of
ller bubuilding several gentlemen in
the street volunteered to go to thel
rescue but it is said were prevented
by the police from doing soao soon af-
ter that two other women were seen
in one of the upper windows and
they have not been accounted for the
members of the secret service comPacompanyatY

areare all accounted for it does not ap
Tpcrear that the losslose of life will be as
grgreateat as at first feared owing to
the timely warning gigivenven to the guests
but at this hour it is impossible to
definitely either the number of victlims
or their names

later 10 a m the baldwin hotel
is still burning butbart the fire is under
control the number of lives lostloat is
not yotyet known

only two ereare definitely known A J
white and louis meyer of Skag

meyer dropped dead from heart dis-
ease caused by the excitement he
was a guest of fhe hotelhobel theth hotel
isig a total loss

CHINESE AS MODERN SOLDIERS

having succeeded in making good

soldierssold lers of the landand of
india the fellfellaheenabeen of the nile aind

the negroes oft he west indiee and dhe
dapecape great britain lais going fl to try
her educational system the chinese
A battalion of 1000 nativesTia tives of shan-
tung are soon to be enrolled under
british officers at welwei halhai wel in
the length and brbroadethbreaeadethidith of china there
could be TIOno more unpromising materialmaterlat
for the wel helhal welwei chineseChinieee are the
onesernes that led the flinching before the
invading JapJapananieseleee in toehe winter of
1894 95 sogo if the british officersficeraof suc-
ceed with them they may safely count
upon the soldier luy qua lydes of the
race

that such qualities extejt waeVMS lomg
ago asserted by gesethaoe benal geordon and
wasvms even recognized by baoan iniin the
latelarte war gordonsgo ealr victorious
army waas abe corpsooaps with which ilehe

the tattai ping TelrebellelltOntom was
called ponita iced men of indubitable

courage and zeal so indeed did the
hordes of tawl i ping in the contest
with japan the chinese in the ftc
north heldhedd their 0own gallantly keeping

from capture by maribaya magatas army white admiral
tings sailors made a drawn battlebart tle of
the yalubalu foreign observers who saw
them at their best in 1894 96 as well as
during theithe tattai ping war concluded anaa
mr maichellmachell of the british army re-
cently put it that they are doit at vaiall acoraacowardlyadly people when properly paid
and efficiently led while the regularity
sodaud order of their habka which
themthelm to peace in ordinary times give
place to a daring bordering upon reck-
lessness in time of war theirgence andaind capacity for remembering
facts make them well fitted for use in
modern warfwar fiareareasas do also the coolness
and calmness of their deposition
physically they are not toso strong sueaseuropeans but considerably more soBO
than mostmoot of the other races of theeastbast and onion a cheap diet of rice vege-
tables salt fish and pork they camcaa go
through a vast amount of fatigue
whether in a temperate climate toror 6tropical one where europeansEuropennis are ill

for exertexertionlon their wants aream
few they have noDD caste prejudices andhardly amy appetappetitette torfor
liquors

what prevented the chinese from do-ing well at port arthur tallen wan
and wei halhai wetwei are matters
foreign organization and discipline
would remove in the first place thechinese government has never consid-ered honesty or fitness as a sine qua
non in the appointment of command-
ing officers A thief who had done
well on the highway might be madea governor so that he could steal on alarger scale under a contract to di-
vide with peking later he might be
made an admiral to rob the navy and
then transferred to a military command
to apply his processes to the army all
his official subordinates would be
thieves like himself and between them
the underlings would get no pay andscant rations soldiers and sailors willwih
not risk their lives under men of that
kind and men of that kind knowing
and caring nothing about the milimilitarytary
art dan neither drill nor lead thetathem
but chinese soldiers and sailors well
dressed well fed and well paid and
with confidence irrin the professional
knowledge of their officers and in their
personal honesty might do wonderswe all know the difference in efficiency
between the militia and regulars of the
american army and how quickly the
one flunks ataa what the other wouldcarry with a dash yet the militia-
man transferred to the ranks of the
regular army grows to be a hero it
is likely to be the same way with the
chinese

upon that assumption it becomes of
first importance to europe not to let
the great mogul empire fall into the
hands of any one power europe has
had experience with the tartar hordes
of genghis khan it does not want an
other give china to russia and in a
decade or two the latter power might
have the most formidable armyarany in the
world one capable of conquering india
on the one hand and western europe on
the other russia said a recent
british lecturer in hongtongHong kong toIs aaa
regards china too much with us late
and soon Is the great empire to find
in china the drilled and armed mil-
lions with which to crush those daring
spirits whose teachings Is even now
molesting her despotic peace itif that
is her aim germany and enenglandgland can-
not move too soon toward organizingorgan laring
their own chinese leilous to hold the

native warriors in check
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