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windows of upper stories. The guests
were panic stricken, and many jumped
from windows and a nuniber of them
have been taKen to the receiving hos-
pital, but thus far no fatalities have
been rcported. The flre is still spread-
ing. the height of the bullding making
it difMcult for the Airemen to do effective
work In extinguishing the flames. The
building immediately adjoining Is ot
° brick and It is hoped it will be saved.
There are maly chambermalds em-
ployed in the hotel, nearly all of whom
aleep 00 the top floor, where the fire Is
raging fiercest. Fears are entertained
that some of them have been burned o
death. The firemen are making efforts
to reach them with ladders, but so far
withous success. It I searcely posslhle
that +the flames will be extinguished
withou't loss of life, ag they &ppear to be
extending downward, completely gut-
ting the building In thelr progress.

The Baldwin Hotel is only second +to
the Palace among the great caravan-
garies of the city and Is furnished in
elegant style. The first floor is partly
occupied by stores and the basement by
a fashlonable cafe. The Baldwin Thea-
ter, now under lease to Goltloéb, Marx
& Co., is'a leading place of amusement
on the Paclfic coast. The play Secret
Service, ‘produced by Wm. Glllette and
his Eastern commpany, was played there
last nlght and it was somc time after
the performance that the fire broke out.
All the scenery and property of the
plece are doubtless Jost.

Smoke was first seen issuing from
the roof of the hotel by several yvoung
men Who were standing on the sidewalk
across Powell street, They rushed Into
the office of the hotel and with the ald
of the Baldwin hotel employves went
thrrough the corridors glving the alarm.
The house was full of guests, it belng a
popular stopping place of raelng men
and other strangers who are now visit-
ing this clty In large numbers. Most of
the people In the building are belleved
to have escaped. While the roof was in
flames 8 man was seen endeavoring to
eacape from an upper window, attired
only in his night shirt. To those below
on the street he seemed to fall back-
wards into the raging flames, as he sud-
denly disappeared. HIS jdentity is un-
known. Those connected with ¢he hotel
are convinced that several of their em-
ployes have perished In the flames, but
owing to the great excitement pravail-
ing the names of those who are mlssing
cannot be ascertained. One man,
named Morris, was taken to the receiv-
ing hospital, having been injured in his
attempt to escape.

The whele interior of the hotel and

ttheater are now a raging furnace. In
the hote!l proper everything above the
third floor is certainly @ total luss. It

raay be pussible to save some of the
merchandise {rom the siores on the
ground ikoor and poasibiy a portlon of
the furnlture and fixtures of the buijld-
ing. Theusapds of peaple crewd the
strecls In the -vieinity, and 1he guests
nf the ex alllaliment are nuah » @ frantie
efforts to get their personal property
to places of safety, The entire city Ie
iluminated by the fire, which is one of
the largest ever Koown here. At prea-
ent it appcars that the loss will be in
the neighborhood of $1,000,000,

Liater.—The Mr. Morris taken to the
receiving hospltal from the Baldwin
hotel, I8 dead. He recently returned
from 'the Klondike and was not well
kmwown in this eity. Mr. N. D. Noon,
of S¢. Louis, was carvied to the receiv-
ing hospltal, having sprained his ankle
and sustained npumercws bruises in
leaping from the window. The patrol
wagon has just been” called to hring
angther man reported to be either dead
or in a dying condition, to the hospi-
tal.

At 4:5¢ u. m. the Eilis street wall of
the hotel appears o' he swaying slight-
ly outward and [ears are entertajped

thialt it will fall if 'the flames are not
soon gotten under control. As the street
Is & nmarrow one and the wall very tof-
ty, its fall would mean much dum-
age to the Golden Eagle lodging house
and Golden West hotel and other hulld-
ings opposite the Baldwin,

Across Powell street are the Colum-
big theater, 8t. Anns bullding, and sev-
eral lodaing houses, whidh are also in
damger. The corner on whieh the ho-
tel stamds is one of the business centers
of the ecity and the street war trafile
wlill be interrupted for the greater por-
tion of the day. The Baldwin hotel
1a leased and managed by Stone & com-
pany, who recently refurnished it at
great wxpense. The building is under-
stood 10 be mortgaged by ks owner, E,
J. Baldwin, for several hundred thous.
und dollars. ‘The stores on the ground
floor are as follows:

Mose Gunst & company. dlgarg; Wejl
& company, gents' furnishings; J. J.
Groom & ocompany, hats; Baldwin
Clothing house; Scherber & comnipany,
candy: Baldwin Jewelry Co.; Baldwin
MikMnery establlshment: Grant & oom-
pany's pharméicy; Bacigalupl phono-
graph parlors, and Bogan's Gralto is
in the basement. On the first floor is a
fashlonable restaurant and grill room,
conducted by the managers of the ho-
tel.

Ait 5:50 this morning the fire lz still
beyond control, though it appeara prob-
ahle it wili be confined to the holtel
buikding. There 18 a report current
ithat elght servant miyls, who slept on
the top flpor, lave been burned to
death. but this has not yet bheen cot-
firmed.

Shortly after the flames broke out
two women were seen at a window o0
the cupola on the northwest corner of
the  building.  Several gentlemen
the =treet volunteered to go to thel
rescue, but, it is sald, were prevented
by the police from doing so. Boon al-
ter that two other women were seen
in one of 'the upper windews and
they huve not been accounted for. The
members of the Secret Service compaly
are all accounted for. It does not ap-
poar that the loss of Mfe will be as
great as at first was feared, owing to
the timely warning given to the guesls
but at this hour It is inrpossible to gtate
definitely either the number of victims
or thelr names.

Later.—10 a, m.—The Baldwin hotel
ia still burnipg, inrt the fire is under
control. The number of lives lost ls
not yét known,

Onal,y two are deflnitely known, A, J.
Whiite and Louis Meyer of Skagway.

Meyer dropped dead from heart dis-
ease, caused by the excltement. He
waa a guest of the hotel. The hotel
Is a total loss.
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CHINESE A8 MODERN SOLDIERS.

Having succeeded in making good
soldlers gcrt’ the 8ikhs and Goorkhs of
India, the fellaheen of the Nile amnd
the mgroes uft he West Indles and ithe
Cape, Great Britain is goingfl to d4ry
her educational system on the Chinese.
A battallom of 1,000 natives of Shan-
tung are scon %o be enrolled under
British officers at Wel-Hal-Wel. 1In
the length and breadth of China there
oould be no more unpromising material,
for the Wel-Hai-Wel Chinese arc the
ones that led the flinching before the
invading Japaniese In 'the wlnter of
1804-95; so, if the British officera suc-
ceed with them. they may satfely count
upen the soldierluy qualitles of the
race.

That such qualties exist wae Jong
ago asserted by General Gordon and
was even recognized by Japan in the
late war. Gordon's “Ever Vlectorlous
Avmy,” as the corps with which he
auppresged the Tai Ping rebellion was

in.

courage and zeal. So, indeed, did the
hordes of Taji-Ping. In the comtest
wilth Japan the Chlnese In the far
aorth held thelr own gallantly, keeping
Moukden from capture by Marshal
Yamagata's army, while Admiral
Ting’s sailors made & drawn battle of
the Yalu. Foreign observers, who eaw
them at their best in 1894-95, as well as
during the Tal-Ping war, concluded, as
Mr. Machell of the British army re-
cerdly put it, that they are pot at all a
cowardly people when properly pald
and efficiently led; while the regularhty
and order of thelir habits, which dispose
them to peage in ordinery times, give
place to o daring bordering upom: reck-
lessness in time of war. Thelr intelll-
gence and capacity for remembering
facts nrake them wvell fitted for use in
modern warfare, as do also the coolnese
and ocelmness of their disposition.
Physically, they are not so strong as
Europeans, but considerably more so
than most of the other races of the
East; and ona cheap diet of rice, vege-
tables, salt fish and pork they cam go
through a vast amount of fatigue,
whether in a temperate citmate or a
tropleal one, where Europeans are il)-
fitted for exertion. Thelr wanpts are
few: they have ) caste prejudices, and
hardly any wnppetite for intoxlcating
lquors.

What prevented the Chinese from do-
ing well at Port Arthur, Tallen-wan
and Wel-hal-wel are matters which
foreign organization and discipline
would remove. In the firgt place the
Chinese government has never consid-
ered honesty or fitpess as a sine qua
non In the appolntment of command-
Ing officers. A thief, who had done
well on the highway, might be made
4 governor s0 that he could steal on q
iarger scale, under a contract to di-
vide with Peking. Later he might be
made an admjral to rob the navy and
then transferred to a milltary command
to apply his processes to the army. All
hle official subordinates would be
thleves lke himself, and between them
the underlings would get no pay and
scant rations. Soldlers and sallors will
not risk thelr lives under men of that
kind; and men of that kind,’ knowing
and caring nothing ahout the military
art, dan neither drill nor lead them.
But Chincse soldiers and sailors, well
dressed, well fed and well paid, and
with confldence im the professional
knowledge of their offlcers and In their
personal honesty might do wonders.
We all know the difference in cfliciency
between the milltia and regulars of the
Amerlcan army; and how quickly the
one flunks at what the other would
carry with a dash. Yet the militla-
man, transferred to the ranks of the
regular army, grows to be a hero. It
Is likely to be the same way with the
Chinese,

Upon that assumption it becomes of
first !mportance to Europe not to let
the great Mogul empire fall into the
hands of any one power. Europe has
had experience with the Tartar hordes
of Genghis Khan; it does not want an-
other. Give China to Russia and In a
decade or two the latter power might
have the most formidable army in the
world, one capable of conquering India
on the one hand and western Europe on
the other. "Rusala,’™ sald a recent
Britishh lecturer In HongKong, s, as
regards China, ‘too much with us late
and soon.” Is the great empire to find
in China thc drilled and armed mil-
Mong with which to crush those daring
spirits whose teachings is even now
molesting her despotic peace?” If that
is her alm, Germany and England can-

‘ not move too Boon toward organizing

their own Chinese legious to hold the
Russlanized natlve warrirs in check,—

called, pontalued men of Indubitabls, S8ap Francisco Chronicle.”



