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Novemeer, 1841

Monday, 22.—The following letter from Elder

Orson Hyde, is from the Millennial Star:—
Alexandrin, Nov. 22, 1841.

Dear Brother Pratt:—A few minutes now offer
for me to write, and I improve them in writing
to you.

I have only time to say that I have seen Jeru-
salem precisely according to the vision which I
had. 1 saw no one with me in the vision; and
althouzh Elaer Page was appointed to accompany
me there, yet I found myself there alone

The Lord knows that 1 have had a hard time,
and suffered much, but 1 have great reason to
thank him that I enjoy good health at present,
and have a prespect before me of soon gaing to a
civilized country, where [ shall see no more tur-
bans or camels. The heat is most oppressive,
and has been zll through Syria.

I have not time to tell you how many days 1
have been at sea, without food, or how many
snuils [ have eaten: but if 1 had had plenty of
them, [ should have done very well. All this is
contained in a former letter to you written from
Jaffa.

I have been at Cuifo, on the Nile, beeause |
could not get w passnge direet. Syria is in a dread-
ful state —a war of exterminat'on is going on
hetween the Druses and Citholics. At the lime
I was at Beyroo'e n battle was fought in the
mouuntsing of Lebsanon;  near that place, and
~about 800 killed. Rohberies, thefts, and murders
are daily being committed. Tt is no uncommon
thing to find persouvs in the street without heads.
An Euglish officer, in going from St. Jean D’ Acre
to Beyroote, found ten jer<ons murdered in the
street, and was himsclf taken prisoner, but was
rescued by the timely interference of the Pacha.
The particulars of ull these things are contained
in a former letter.

An Americun traveler, by the name of Gager,
who was a licensed minister ff the Congregational
or Preshyterian Chureh, left Jerusalem in com-
pany with me. He was very nnwell with the
jaundies when we left, snd at Damietta we had
to performn six duys quarantine before we as-
cended the Nile. On our passage np, he was
takeh very i'l with a fever, nud became helpless.
[ waited und tended vpon himn as weil as our cir-
eumstanees would allow: aud when we landed
at Bulaek, I got four men to ti:ke him to the
American ceonsuls, in Cuiro, on a litter; 1 also
took ull his buggage there, and aseisted in putting
shim wupon a guod bed—emploved a good faithful
Arabian nurse, and the English doetor. After
the physician bud examioed Lim, he told me that
he was very low with a typhus fever, and that it
would be doubtful whetherhe recovered. Under
these circumstances I l«ft him to obtain a pussags
to this place. After | had gone on board a boat,
and was just ubont pushing off, a letter cume
from the doctor, stating that poor Mr. Gager died
in about two hoars after | left him.  He told me
befora we artived at Cairo that he was 27 years
of age, and his (riends lived in Norwich, Connec-
ticat, near New London, I think. There are
many . partieulars concerning hie death, which

would be interesting to h s friends, but I bave no
time to write them now.

On Suanday morniug, Octoher 24, a good while
before day, I arose from sleep, and went out of
the city as soon as the gutes were onened, crossed
the brogk Cedror, and went npon the Moant of
Olives, and there, in colemn silence, with peu, ink,
and paper, just as [ suw in the vision, effered up

the following prayer to Lim who lives for ever.

und ever;—

‘O Thou! who art from everlasting to ever-
Insting, eternally and unchungeably the same, even
the God who rules in the heavens above, and
controls tire destinics of men on the earth, wilt
Thou not condescend, through thive iufinite
goodness and royvnl favor, to lislen to the piayer
of thy servant whieh he this day offers ap unto
thee in the wame of thy holv child Jesus, upon
this land, where the Sun of Righteousness sat in
binod, and thine Anointed One expired.

Ba pleased, O Lord, to forgive all the follies,

‘give him fortitude to bear wp under trying and

sdverse circamstances, and grace to endure all

things for thy name’s sezke, until the end shall

come, when all the saints shall rest in peace.
Now, O Lord! thy servant has been obedient

————— | ful heart for all past favors, and be pleased to

to the heavenly vision which thou gavest him in
his native land; and under the shadow of thine
outstretchen arm, he has safely arrived in this
lace to dedicate and cousecrate this land unto
 Thee, for the gathering together of Judah's scat-
‘tered remuants, according to the predictions of
’the Loly prophets—for the building up of Jeru-
‘gulem 2gain after it has been trodden down by the
Gentiles so long, and for rearing a temple in
‘honor of thy name. Everla ting thanks be as-
cribed unto thee, O Father! Lord of heaven and
‘earth, that thou hast preserved thy servant from
the dangers of the seas, and from the plague and
- pestilence which huve caused the land fo mourn.
The violence of man has also been restrained, and
thy providential care by night ard by day has
been exercised over thine unworthy servan.
Aceept, therefore, O Lord, the ribate of a grate-

‘eontinne thy kindness and mercy towards a
' needy worm of the dust.

' O Thon, who didst covenant with Abraham,
'thy friend, and who didst renew that eovenant
with Isaae, and confirm the same with Jucob
with an oath, that thou wouldst not only give
them this land for an everlasting inheritance, but
that then wouldst also remember their seed for
ever. Abrabam, Iﬂﬂﬂc, and Jacob have ]nng since
closed their eyes in death, and made the grave
their mansion. Their children are seattered and
dispersed abroad among the nations of the Gen-
tiles like sheep that have no shepherd, and are
stll looking forward for the fulfilment of those
promises which thou didst make concerning
them; and even this land, which once poured
forth nature’s richest bounty, and flowed, as it
were, with milk and honey, hus, to a certain ex-
tent, been smitten wi.h barrenness and sterility
gince it drank from murderous hands the blood of
hirtn who never sinned.

Grant, therefore, O Lord, in the name of thy
well beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to remove the bar-
renness and sterility of this land, and let spriugs
of living water brezk forth to water its thirsty
soil. Let the vine and the olive produce in their
strength, and the fig tree bloom and flourish. |
Let the land become abundantly frui‘ful when
possessed by its rishtfnl heirs; let it again flow
with plen'y to feed the returning prodigals who
come home with a s irit of grece and supplica-
tion; upon it let the clouds distil virtue und rich-
ness, and let the fields smile with plenty. Let
the flocks and the lierds greatly increase and mul-
tiply upon the mountains and the hills; and let thy
great kindnrss conquer and subdue the unbeliet
of thy people. Do thon take from them their
stony v «rt, and give them a heart of flesh; and |
may the Sun of thy favor dispel the cold mists of
durkress which have beclouded their aimosphere,
Incline them to gather in uyon this land accord-
ing to thy word. Let themn corme like clouds and
like aoves to their windows. Let the large ships
of the nationsg bring them from the distant isles:
and let Kings become their nursing futhers, and
queens with motherly foudness wipe the tear of
sorrow from their eye.

Thon, O Lord, did onee move upon the heart
of Cyrus to shew fuvor nuto Jerusalem and her
¢l ildren. Do thon now ulso be pleased to inspire
the hearts of kings and the powers of the earth to
look with a friendly eye towards this” place, and

pare. Particularly do thou bless the stranger in
Philadelphia, whom I never saw, but who sent
me gold, with a request that I should pray for
him in Jerusalem. Now, O Lord, let blessings
come upon him from an unexpected quarter, and
let his basket be filled, and his storehouse abound
with plenty, and let not the good things of the
earth be his only portion, but let him be found
among those to whom it shall be said, “Thon
hast been faithful over a few thingﬁ, and I will
make thee raler over many.’ .

O my Father in heaven! I now ask thee in the
name of Jesus to remember Zion, with all her
stakes,and wi'h all her asseniblies. She hus been
grievously afilicted and smitten; she has mourned;
she has wept; her enemies have triumphed, and
have said—*Ah, where is thy God?" Her priests
ard prophets have groaned in chains and fetters
within the gloomy wulls of prisons, while many
were slain, snd now sleep in the arms of death.
How long, O Lord, shall iniquity triumph, and
sin go unpunished?

Do Thou arise in the majesty of thy strength,
and make bare thine arm in behalf of thy people.
Redress their wrongs, and tarn their sorrow into
joy. Pour the spi'it of light and knowledge, grace
and wisdom, into the hearts of her prophets, and
clothe her priests with salvation. Let light and
knowledge march forth through the empire of
darkness, and may the henest in heart flow to
their standard, and join in the march to go forth
to meet the Bridegroom.

Let a peenliar blessing rest mpon the Presiden- |
cy of thy Chursh, for at them are the arrows of
the enemy directed. Be thou to them a sun and
a shield, their strong tower and hiding place; and
in the time of distress or danger be thou near to
deliver. Also the quorum of the Twelve do thou
be pleased to stand by, for thou knowest the
obstacles which we have to encounter, the temp-
tations to which we are exposed, and the priva-
tions which we must suffer, Give us, therefore,
strength according to onr day, and help us to he
a faithful testimony of Jesus and his gospel, ::ij
finish with fidelity and honor the work which
thou hast given us to do, and then give us a place
in thy glorious kingdom. And let this blessing
rest upon every fuithful officer and member in
thy church. Awnd all the glory and honor will we
ascribe unto God and the Lamb for ever and ever,
Amen,’

On the top of Mount Olives I erected a pile cf
stones as a witness secording to ancient custom.
Oo what was aneiently ealled Mount Zion, where
the Temple stood, I erected another, and used the
rod according to the prediction upen my head.

[ have found many Jews who listened with
intense interest, The idea of the Jews being
restored to Palestine is gnining gronud in Europe
almost every day. Jernsalem is strongly fortified
with many cannon upon its walls. The wall is|
ten feet thick on tne sides that would be most
exposed, and four or five feet where the descent|
from the wall is almost perpendicular. The
number of inhabitants within the walls is about
twenty thousand. About seven thousand of this
number are Jews, the balance being mostly

of said Church in stealing property from those
persons who do not belong to said Chureh, and
thereby to induce persons to aid and abet them in
the act of stealing, and other evil practices. |
therefore, hereby disuvow any sanction or appro-
bution by me, of the crime of theft, or any other
evil practice, in any person or persons whatever,
whereby either the lives or property of our fellow-
men may be unlawfully taken or molested; nei-
ther are such things sanctioned or approbated by
the First Presidency, or any other person in
authority or good standing in said Church, but
such acts are altogether in violation of the rules,
order, and regulations of the Church, contrary to
the teachings given in said Church, and the laws
of both Ged and man. I caution the unwary,
' who belong to the aforesaid Church, and all other
persous, aguinst being duped, or led into any act
or scheme which may endanger their character,
lives, or property, or bring reproach upon tha
Charch; and I certifly thnt% hold my person axd
property ready to support the laws of the land,
in the detection of any person or persons who
may comimit eny breach of the same. 'To which
I subseribe my name, and testify, this 26th day

of Novewmnber, 1841,
HYRUM SMITH.

Sworn to and subseribed before me this 26th
day of November, 1841,

F. ROBINSON, J.P.

I attended City Counecil, and presented a bill
for “an Ordinance in relation to Hawkers, Ped-
lars, Public Shows and Exhibitions, in order to
prevent any immorai or obscene exhibition,
which passed the council by unanimous vote.

Sunday, 28.—I spent the day in couneil with
the Tweive Apostles at the house of President
Young conversing with them upon a variety of
subjects.  Bro. Joseph Fielding was present,
having been absent four® years on a mission to
England. T told the brethren that the Book of
Mormon was the mest correct of any book on
earth, and the keystone of our religion, and a
man would get nearer to God by abiding by its
precepts, than by auy other book.

Monday, 29.—I[ gave the following affidavit
and published itin the Times and Seagons:—
“City of Nuuvoo, [llinois,

November 29, A.D. 1841.

TO THE PUBLIC.

The transpiration of recent events makes it
criminal for me to remain longer silent. The
tongue of the vile yet speaks, und sends forth the
poison of asps—the ears of the spoiler yet hear,
und he pu's forth his hands to iniquity. It has
been procluimed upon the house top and in the
secret chamber, in the public walks and private
circle, throughout the length und breadth of this
vast continent, that stealing by the Latter Day
Saints hes received my upproval; nay, that I
have taught the doctrine, encouraged them in
plander, and led on the van—than which nothing
is more foreign from my heart. 1 disfellowship
the perpetrators of all such ahiominations—they
are devils and not Saints, totally unfit for the
society of Christians or men. It is true that

Turks and Armeniins. Many of the Jews who
are old go to this place to die, and many are,
coming from Europe into this eastern world.
The great wheel i3 unquestionably in motion,
and the word of the Almighty has declsred that
it shall roll.

I have not time to write particulars now, but|
suffice it to say that my mission hus been quite
as prosperous as I could expect.

i
i

with a desire to see thy righteous purposes exe-
cited in relation thereio. Let them know that
it is thy good pleasure to restore the kingdom
unto Isravl—ruise up Jerusalen as its capital,
and constitute her people a distinet nation and |
government, with David thy servant, even a des-
cendant from the loins of ancient David, to be
their king.

in the ruising up of Jernsalew, find favor in thy
sight. Let not their enemies prevail against them,
neither let pestilence or famine oveicome them,
but let the glory of Israel over-shadow them, und
the power of the Highest protect them; while
thut nation or kingdom that wil not sorve thee in
this glorious work must perish, according to thy
word—* Yea, those nations shall be” utterly
wasted.’

Though thy rervant is now far from hLis home,
and from the land bedewed with his earliest tear, |
yet he remembers, O Lord, Lis friends who are
there, and family, whom for thy sake he has left.
Though poverty and privation be our earthly lof,
vet eh! do Thou richly erdow us with an igheri-

tance where meth and rust do pot corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through and steal.

The sunds that have fed, elothed, or shown
favor unto the family of thy servant in his absence,
or that shall hereafter do so, let them not lose
their rewsrd, but let a special blessing rest npon
them, and in thy kingdom let them have an in-
heritance when thou shalt come to be glorified in

upon all those

this societv,
r%een enabled to

Da thou also look with fave
come 1o this land; and in the day when theu

throngh whose liberality, I have

Let that nation or that people who shall take an | with me ‘rom Jorusalem.
active part in behalf of Abraham’s children, aud | cient | should be almost tempted to take passage

immediately, ard direet to Regensburgh, on the

Lin England.

i

I am now abeut to go on board a fine ship for
Trieste, and from thence I intend to profeed to
Regensburgh and there publish our fuith in the
German langnage. There are those who are
ready and willing to assist me.

1 send you this letter by Captain Withers, an
English gentleman, who goes direct to England
on board the Oriential steamer. e has come
If I had money suffi-

on hoard of her to England, but this [ cannot do.
On receipt of this, I wish youn to write to me

Danabe, Beyern, ot Buvaria, If you kuow auy
thing of my family, tell me,

My best respects to yourself and family, to
brothe's Adams and Suow, and to all the saints |
I

|
i

May grace, merey, and peaes, from God our
Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, rest
upon you all from this time, henceforih, and for
ever. Ameun. .

Your brother in Christ, i
('RSON HOYDE.™

Wednesday, 24 —Elder Joseph Fieldine who
sailed from Liverpool, on the Tyrean, with 204
Saints, arrived at Warsaw with his company ;
and Elders W. Richards and J. Taylor wepi 1o
meet them, and give such counsel s their sitna-
tion required.

Friday, 26.~Aflidavit of Hvrom Smith:—
“Whereas it hath been intimated to me by per-
sons of credibiity that there are pq-rsunsrin the !
surrnnndiug country, who profegs 1o he mpmhprg1
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Iafter Day
Saints, who have been nsing their inflaencs and
endenvors to iustil into the mials of gouth nnd

weak nesses, vinities, #nd sins of thy eervant, and shalt reward all people snccording to their works,
#'rengthen him 1o resist all futare temptations. let these also not be passed by or forcotfen, but
€vive Lim pradenes and discerument thet hie may in time let tiem be in resdiness to enjoy the glory
uroid the evil,und a heart to chioose the good;  of these mansiors which Jesus hes gone to pre-

worthy cilizens in the State of [Ninois, and the
ndjoiuing States, that the First Presideney. and
others in anthority and Ligh stauding in sad
Chureh, do s_nction aud epprobate the members

fome professing to be Latter Day Saints hava
taught such vile heresies, but all are not Isrsel
that are ol Israel; and I wish it to be fistinetly
understood in all coming time, thut the Chureh
over which I have the honor of presiding will
ever sel its brows like brass, nund its fuce like
steel, agninst all such abominable acts of villainy
and erime; and to this end | append my affidavit
of disavowal taken this day before General Pen-
nett, that there may be no mistake hereafter as to
my real sentimeuts, or those of the leaders of the
Church, in relation to this imporfant matter.”
““State of Illineis, Huncock Connty.
Refore me, John €. Bennett. muvor of the 'cily
of Nanvoo, personally énme Joseph Smith, Presi-
dent of the Church of Jesus Christ of I#tter Dav
Saints (commouly called Mormons), who beiwe
duly sworn according 1o law. deposeth and saitiy,
that he has never directly or indirectly encouragesd
the purloining of property, or thught the doctrine
of stealing, or sny ather evil practics, und that atl
such vila and uwnlawful acts will ever receive s
umespr'}rpd and wnqnalified disapproval, and the
most vigoroas opposition of the Chweh over
which he presides; wud further this deponcut

saith not.
o JOSEPH SMITIH,
President of the Chnreh of Jesus Ohrlst
of Latter DHF Siinte,
Swern to and subserioed before me, at m
office, in the city of Nanvoo, this 29th day of
November, A.D, 1844 [
JOHN C. BENNETT.
Mayor of the City of Nuuvoo.
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“Now it is to ba haped that nene will here.
ﬂrl*'-‘f be mo reckless as to state that {, or the
Chureh tq whieh [ belone, approve of thisving—
!Hll'- "aat all tha friends of law and order will joia
i farreting out thieves whorever, and whenever,
ey may be found, and assist in Lringing them
to that condign punishmeut which sneh intamous
crimes so richly merit.

JOSEPH SMITH,
President of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter D 'y Saints,

N

7 Seek first the king::_nlu nf_ﬁmj and its right-
eounsness, snd thus by the foundation for ja~
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 creaso that shall be perpstual, and eternsl.



