712

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.:

—_—

{htictendom is going on apace, Care-
ful investigation readily demonstrates
that a Jarge proportion of people In
the profeshed Christian pations are
becoming more grossly heatheu thao
those in the pagan countrivs now are,
nutwithstanding the advanced oivlli-
zatlon the former enjoy. Althourh
the dwellers in pagan lande how down
to idols, yet in that worship there is s
recognition of & esuperior power
which I8 not noticed in the ir.
rellgious tendencies, the desper
heathenism, of multitudes in
Christian countries who engage iR Do
form of worehip, who acknowledge no
euperior power to that of pnap, and in
whom the religioue sentiment appears
to be s lmnst entirely obliterated.

Bome suggestions upon thie subject
come from Archbishop Manning, who,
ftom his intlmate Enowledge of con-
ditivns fn tbe world’s metropolis,
sbould be a competent suthority. Here
is what he ¢aid in & recent discourse:

Londen is a desolation beyond that of
nn‘y city in the Christian world, Four
milliona of human beings, of whom two
millions have pever sot thelr foot in any
place of Christian worship; and among
these two maillions God onry knows how
few bave been baptized, how few have
been born again of water and the Holy
Ghost. London Is a wilderpess. It is
lite Rome of old—a pool into whioh all
the nations of the world aireamed to-
gether, and all the sins of all thoe naticns
ot the world were continually flowing.
Such is Loodon at this day,

Hailf vbe Inhabitants of the great
-oity who are not worshipers in any
form; millions who are so irreligioue
that they ooake no ackoowledgment of
Dality—and that, teo, In a land whioch
has been professedly Christian for cen:
turiee—eurely ls not ao ipspiring pic-
ture for Christlan progress upon the
iinee operated in today, Lt is doubtfu}
if even China,regarded from the stand.
point of religlous ivetructlon thereip
given, can present a scene of comypars-
tively deeper degrsdation, greater re-
ligious hopelessness, or mote pro-
noudnced heatheniem than this. And
what Dr, Manning saya of London ie
reécognized to & marked extent ino
other great citles both in Europe ano
Americe, and in the smaller gities and
tow ne as well, !

It has been sajd that Christendom
has given up the poor of its grest cities
to the devil. This may be true to some
extent; the poor, the bungry, and the
illsclad mnay have been neglected by
teligluus  teaghers and mlssionary
workets of various dJenominations,
But they bave npot been altogether
dewerted, for very, very many earnest
Iabureras for good, us sincere and
energetic as those who toil as Chrise
tlans in heathen lande, have pot held
back 1o thelr eflorts among the
poor of crowded oitivs, to keep them
Irom crime and leard them to the
better life. And the spectacle pre-
sented in worshiping coogregations of
different seots is ev.dence thal the poor
are tairly well represented among the
worshipers, The rante of tbe non-
worshipers are found (o contain the
rleb, tbe educated, and the prosperoue,
in fuily se great proportion to their
numbere, as they do of the poor work-
iog clesper, or ever the beugars.
rtanks of lite furnieh their quota of the
irrellgious eiement, which jncludes =
specially large prupertion of the
younger genération just merging Into

Al

adult life, Dark ae is the picture paint-
ed hy Archbisbhop Manning, the future
promises to make it darker still,unless &
great change shall be wrought. Aes
miutters are proceeding ot Iate years,the
henthen nations which are feeling the
jirfluence ot efloris to Chrhtinnize
them will not huve long to waitl be-
fore they oan oonsistently send
missionaries to convert healhen
Christendom to the Christlan wv.ta)
prinoiple—the agknowledgment ot the
Crentor.

HIN POSITION UNTENABLE.

Now that Dr, Heher Newlon, of All
SBoule’ church, New Yotk, has got

‘through with his dispute with the New

York papers as to what he actuslly dia
say o his sermon on the resusrection,
preached on April 21, it may be proper
to give some consideration to his
utterapces as revised and reilerated by
himsell. Astu the dlsagreements be-
tween the newspaper report and what
Dr. Newton says bhe suid, it may be
remarked that he makes a distinction
without a difference. Here 18 what
hie revisiuvn of the subject clajma he
ptated, and s8 he wished to be undet-
stood, as given in the [atest issue of the
Literary [Hges(:

Let me, iu tbe Hrst place, make clear
what I understand by the resurrection of
Jesns Christ, Withour doubt, the gen-
eral belief 1s that there was a physical
resurrection—a rising from the tomb
of the very body of flesh and bones
whiobh was laid away there atter the
crucifixion, This, doubtless, has been

the belief of the Cburech through
ite  history. This  unquestionably
waa the beliel of the ear’ly disciples

theniselves. Notwithutanding tbls, I do
not believe in 1his interpretation of the
1esurrection of Jesus. 'Thai the disciples
believed it goes without saying. We
koow assuredly now, from our foller
knowledge of the ithooght of that age,
tbat those disciples belisved not only in
immoriality, but in an actaul pbysical
tesurtection. Tbey expected the very
bodies laid away in the tomb to rise
agaln. If, tberefore, there was any ap-
pearance of Jesus from the spirit world,
it would in their minds necesanrily have
taken this form of the resurrection of the
physical body.

Itis unfortunate for Dr. |
that be has fallen into the common
error of those who anlagonize plain
seriptural doctrines. Thie s 10 ARsume
for Bible personagesa position which
they did pot ocoupy. He does thnie
with regard to the discipler, He aileges
that if there wWas any appearance of
Jesus from the: pirit wotld it would in
their mlnds nevessarily have taken
the form of the resurrectiou of the
physical body, That this acsnmption ie
untrus s thown conolusiveiy In the
recotd made by Jnbn (chap. xxiv},
when tlhie Liord sppeared to the elever,
alter they bhad been Informed that He
was risen: ““But they were tertified and
affrighted, aud supposed thatthey had
seen a spirit,”’ ‘I'his is hietoric proot
that they did oot **pecesarily’? expect
His physical resurrection; and He hag
to argue with them, urging that they
havdie Him, and thus have bnuwledge
that 1t was a physioal and not a epirig-
ual appearance.

Of course Dr. Newlon has s right to
believe ns he plesges, tint he has po
rieht to mierepresent the disgipies,
Theybelieved the pbys‘cal resurrection

to be a principle whioch would be
brought into effect upon those who
died; they ulso knew that the appear-
ance of epirits as augels, heavenly
mesrsengers, waa bistoriceliy established
ag i fact, snd me esuch was believed
in by tbem. But up to the
cruolfixion of the Lord, no resar.
rected being of this earth bad ap-
peared, That was the understanding
of the discipler; they Ilooked for mn
resutrection whioh thoula take place
af thelast day. It was guite navural,
therefore, that the appearance of the
Lord to them on’ the cccasion named
“*necessarliiy’® pattook, in their minds,
of the form of & spiritual appearanoe,
Dr. Newton to the enntrary nofwith.
standing. The minde of the disciples
were disabused of the spitlt idea by
the evideoce thatthe mortal body had
been removed from the tomb, hauy
rigen, and etood, revivifled, in their
presence, The alteged *iuller knowl-
edge’’” that assumies to change the
viewa which the disclpler thewmeseives
besr witness that they beld, 1s nothing
ehort of misrepresentation.

Bince the premise on which Dr,
Newton baeses hla interpretation of the
diseiples’ belief ie shown by the record
to be incorrect, hie argumest thereon
must fail, The disciples knew-—it
was wore than velief—that o Jesus
the autleipated phyeioal resurrection
was instituted; that His body, the
fdeutical tabernacle ot Hesh and bnpes
which suflered on the cross, waa re-
stored to its rightful owner, Jecus of
Nuzareth, who in His death wrought
out the atonement which restores to alf
men tha bodiea of which they are de-
prived through the fail, If those bod-
jus were not to be restored or resurrect-
ed, then death would not be overcome
and the grave would retaio Ite victory.

Thereverend gentleman further bases
hie argument sgainst a physical resui-
regtion on the Apostle Paul’ssiatement
that flesh and blyod canuot inherit tne
kiogdom of God. But Paul did vot
say fleab and bones should not obtain
that inberitance. He says (Phil, if1)
that tbe Lord ‘*shall cbaoge our vily
body, thut it may be fuehioned llke un-
to His glorivus body.>” That is not
throwing the body away; it is chang-
g it. What is the change? That
whicb 14 represented by the rssurrece
tion of the Liord, The tiesb, blood ang
bones were not cornbined in the tisen
bod) ; the blooa had rettirned to earth,
whence it came, The flesh and bones,
filled in every vein and chsnouel by
the living, immortal spirit, represected
the change which bad been w rought,
and of wifich the Lord Hlmself heunrs
witnese, Paul’s statewent, therefore,
is not a denial of the physical resur-
regtion, but is 1o accord wilh it, as
suggestiog atlesst an lmportant part
of the pro¢ess by whiobh it is effected,

‘The two suppotrts upun which Dr,
Newton bares hijs objectlon 1o the
phyeloul resurrection being ahowu to
be Don-exietent eo far as scriplure hise
tory or stalement are concerned, it fl.
lows that apy attempt to erect n
logica]l edifice thereon must be a fafl-
ure. The doctor says he cunnot opm-
prebend how n phiysival bpdy may be
invitible; but hie jack of compreben-
slon on that poiot doea not affect the
fact one way or the other, He admits.
that a spiriiual being can appear and.
disappear at will—a process which he
aleo 18 unable to comprehepd, He js



