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AN E_PISTLE

FIRST PRESIDENCY

TO THE CHURCH oF Jxsus chrisr
OF LATTER-DAY BSAINTS,

Dear Brethren and Sisters:

Six months have passed a since
we last had the pleasure of ad lna'
you through our Geperal K €, an
we find ourselves face to face with the
Fifty-sixth Semi-Annual Conlerence
ol the Chuarch Mu dispensation.
The past aix m * have been very
fruitfiul in events im which all of us
pave been deeply interested. The
season has been a healthiul one; no
sickness worthy of note ‘has affeeted
our people unpleasmatly. The sam-
mer has been both unasually dry &nd
hot, and many of the crops have pot
{elded as good & return as usual.
{\Icvert.helcss our land is still filled with
plenty, and wan and beast have suf-
ficient Lo supply their wants.

PERSECUTION AND ITS EFFECTA,

Our emcmies durieg the t half
year have not slackened thelr ac-
tivity in the work of persecution. I
there has been sny difference, it has been
pursucd with greater vindicliveness
and more flagrabt disregard of law aad

ustice than 4t any time vious.

hose who have been compelled to en-
dure the panaltigs inflicted upon them
have sabmitted, In npearly every
{nstance, with & cheerful  equanimity
apd fortitnde that must kave won the
admiration of heaven and of all just
men. That which has been accom-
plished furnisbes but little caunse for
gratification to those “who bave becn
engaged in the isbomen task of -
cuting people for the prac of
their religlon. There have been but
few persons in all who have been tried
and convicted who have felt sutlicient-
Iy terrified at the prospect of punish-
ment Lo expressa wllllnﬁnm to accept
the rulings of the court ipstead of t
law of God, as the guide for iheir con-
sciences. .

The faith of the Lattersday Saints
scems Lo fraw stronger from these ef-
forts to «estroy it; and men, women
and children who have been living in the
practice of Lhe requirements of their
religion leel more determined than
ever Lo malntain thelir integrity and to
40 all that the l.ord uires at their
hands with cheerful williogness, wiiat-
ever sy be the comsequences from a
worldly polnt of view.

This persecution 15 not without its
effects upon those who hava made a
pretense of being faitbful members of
the Church. Iniquity is being brought
to light. The wrongdoer is belng made
to feel, In & most remarkable wanper,
that his sin will lind him out; and the
evidence that God is pleadlog with and
awakening the consciences of those
who bave-been liviog In sin is
frequently farnlshed to us. There have
peen many violatlons of the law of
God practiced amopg us which bave
been%ldden from Lhe public gaze. The
trials through which we arc¢ passing:
have the effect of causing these evils to
be brought to light. 1t seems as though
the Lord is tearibg the covering, not
only from the pations of the earth, but
from ihe Latter-day Salpls; and the
time is pot far distant—Iin fact, it has
reached us already in part—when Lhe
ginner In Zion shall tremble, and fear

shall seize upon the hypocrite.
THE PURIFICATION OF ZION. °

Se far as wo can learn there is an in-
creased disposition on ihe part of the
fuithful ofiicers of the Church to do all
in their powerito cleanse the Wards and
Stakes In their charge lrom those who
will not conform to the requirements
of the Gospel. Greater sirictness Ix
belng shown, and the Saints who have
the love of"the truth within them feel
that the time has come Lo put away
their iollies and their sins far from
them amdd to conform to a higher

standard of righteousaess. The great,
crylng sin of :l‘ﬂ;!nentlon is lascly
jousness in ita ous forms. Satan,

knowing how powerful an agency tois
is in corru&u.nq. men” and women, and
ip driving the Spirif from them, and

bring them under condemnation
before the Lord, uses it to the greatest
extent poasible. It requires an Inces-

sant warfare to check its spread and to
prevent the people of God from be-
coming Its victims. No people who
ractice or gountenance these sins can
ted of the Lord or find favor
ght. Hisanger will fall gpon
them unless they thoro y and heart-
ily repent of cvmz’ B evil. When
we take into consideration the teach-
we have received upon this sub-
ct, the holy covenants into which we
ve entered, and e professjons
which we make, should bave
no existence among us. It I8 sorrow-
ful io contemplate that Satan finds
those among us who are vriull{hto
ield to his temptatioms, and ad
ring misery - upoa themselves
and all + conn . with them.
We solemnly call, as weé bhave done so
often betore, upon all the officers of
the Church to set their faces like Hias
ainst practices of this character.
:’huaew o indulge in them must
dealt with according Lo the laws
God, and they must be made to feel
that if they do indulge ia this wicked-
ness they cannot have the fellowship
of the Samnts nor a standiog in the
Church of Christ. II men and women
woulidtonly profit by the experience of
those¢ who have on, they would re-
sist the allurements of sin and walk in

in His

th of rightecousness. “The
&":mp‘ of gin s death.” The
misery which ‘it briuf- upon the
gullty, all connected

and tron
with them, fuornishes sewe idea of the
dreadlul condition of the wicked who
die in thelr sins and do noit obtain the
forgiveness of their God. O] that
wien and women could be warned, and
that they would turnto the Lord and
seck unto Hun, humble themselves be-
jore Hhim, put away their sins, snd
obtaan His lloly Spirit to be their
guide and their companien, then no
inatier what the circumstances t
be 1o which they were placed, they,
would havethe peace of heaven, the
joy ot the Holy Ghost, and & con-
sc ence void of offence towards God
and man! And this is the condition in
lwhich every Latter-day Saint should
IVE.
PROPHECY FULFILLED BY THE

SITUATION.

The circumstances which surround
us, though in maoy respects paloful
and Lrping,are pot such as to discourage
the jaithiul Saint., We have been

just such scenes as
o Wtk pROUItIcE off wo
-4
=0 2 ave Lo contend with.  What we
noc mu}%ﬁ‘ ia mtdlmcf: lnlﬁ..l:::n‘to :.l
ons of God's serv
the gred _ i

these
in this word could not

e“tmli l'i:kd. place
bcnlgt only bave the Prophets in our
day spoken about the events which
should take place in connection with
tioe latter-day work and the opposition
it would have to contend with, but the
Prophets of old foretold with accuracy
and minuteness that tuaTeo e of God
should be few ahd their dominions
sbould be small, because of ug wicked -~
ness of ‘‘the great whore w?h
should make war against them. Bu

potwithstanding that the maltitudes of

sho

the earth uld fight agaiost the

Lamb ot God, the er
35‘3 i descend upon the E:I':'nl
o .wuld De mmgi.;h “io::f
heY and with the power of and

hich
g:‘:o‘:on. The scenes in :m" 't:

by spirit of revelation,
Bessroadly B sgo. "Bt ‘wbile
they predicled ihe and
caliles with which the of
would have to contend last days,
in every t:‘-hnu they broke out
the result of the struggie and

who feels for one moment like
to the demands of the wlcleg. Our
religion Is given te us trom our God.
We have received it by the revelations
of Jesus tous. When ail the world
was in darkness and struggling and
contending about doctsines and ordi-
nances, He condescended to restore
the Everiasting Priesthood from Lhe
heavens and His Gospel in its purity
and fulness and power. We were [eft no
longer to e in the dark and to
follow the traditions of our fathers
or the false teachiags of uninspired
men. The path of salvation
wmhinly marked! before us, con-
i to us by the unerring u.-atl'mony
of God’s Ho.% Spirit. Our souls, in
walking In that path, bave becn filled
wilh ineffable joy and peace. While
others who have rejected the truth
bave been apprehensive and fear-
ful concerning the events that
were taking place and that were likely
10 take place, we have had a peace, »
satisfaction of mind, and a content-
ment that have made our position
uniyoe. God Las given unto us the
frults of His Gospel In great abun-
dance. We behold them in our famly
%‘g&ntﬂllou. We behold them inour

ards, and in our Stakesa, and in our
entire Church. 1iis blessing bus
visibly . rested upon us, and
1lis powar bas K been displayed
in our bebaif, Eve faithful
Latier-day Saint has rejoiced In the
asbundance of the gifts of the Spirit
which He has bestewed ; and no prom-
ise tbat wss made to the ancient
Saints, or thati bas been made to us,
upon the coudition of our faithfully
obeying the Gospel, has been withheld
from us. We have been a peeple
grcn.l; blessed of the Lord, and our
earts should swell with gratitude and
thanksgiving to our God for His abun-
dant mercies.

SHOULD BEAR EACH OTHERS BURDKNS.

We azain call n the Presidents of
Suakes aod the Bishops of Wards to
look carefully after the wapts of all
who are within thelr jurisaiction and
stand in necd of assistance. [spe-
cially should the families of these who
are in prison, or who Lave been com-
pelled to flee, or whe are upon ibis-
sions, be tenderly carcd faor. They
ne¢ed both ald apnd sympathy. Those
upon whorm the heavy hand of persecu-
tlon does not personally rest should be
willing to share the burdens of tkuir
aftlicted brethren and sisters, by con-
tributing to tue comfort and susien-

ance of those who are de-
prived of the society: and guid-
ance of Lusbands and fathers
for righteousness’ sake. By =o doing

they will lay up treasures in heaven,
and-share the reward for these trials,
The weight of this rsecution 1alls
upon the women and children. De-
prived of the presence and support of
their husbands and fathers, upon
whom Lhey have been accustomed Lo
rely, they are comparatively helpless
and paturally s prey to deep apxicty.
The care and training of the children
thus bercaved devolves upon tiheir
‘mothers, whose burden I8 made doubly
heayy to bear. The Teachers should be

articularly diligent in visiting such
amilies, and in watchinz over their
wellare, Thos the hands of the moth-
ers shonld be strengshened, the young
encouraged, the wayward admonished,
and the heroic uamgle of the heads of
those Louseholds lreld up for admira-
1ion; and everything pussikle should
be done to make their sitnation tolera-
Fble and Tlrunnt. In this way we can
bear cach other’s burdens, and so ful-
il the law of Christ, and witness to
our God apd to the world, that though
we may not personally svffer persecu-
tion, our sympalhy and faith are wilh
those who are afllicted for adberence
to their religion, and that we are ready
and willing to do our part and mani-
fest our devotion to the canse of
Chirist.

JUDICIAL PERVERSION AND
OFPRESSION,

The District Courts of Utah sti!l
pursue their extreme, vindictive aund
unrelenting course. The law is per-
verted, not justly administered; the
objecl appears to be, nol itne mainte-
nance of social pu:ln‘y nor the rectifica-
tion of alleged cvil, but the oppression
and didtress ot individuals beécause of
their religions position. The Latte--
day Sainis are under the most sacred
obligations to do the will of God. At the
same time they with to obey every
valld law of the land. Rut by the
strained Interpretation and Lthe unwar-
rantable application of the Edmunds
Act, men are muade offenders hecause
of their religious scruples, and ren-
dered criminals when they are not
fairly amenable to the law. Defend-
ants who, according to the evidence,
bave omly lived with one wife, are
“‘presuamed’ to have cohabited with
another wife, and thus are convicted
of **cobabiting with more thar one
woman,” whea the Tmumptlon is
obliterated by the proof.

In other cases when parties, in thelr
desire to observe the requirements of
the Edmunds Act, have privately
agreed to the voluntary relinquishment
of association as hustand and wife,
the busband has not escaped the ven-
geance of the law. Though there are
pumbers ol instances where such par-
ties have honestly endeavored to live
withiu the Jaw, yet whenever indict-
meénts bave been [found, busbands have
almost invariably been convicted aund
sentcnced to the full peraities ol tine
and Inrrhonment. e take this op-
portunity of recording our high appre-
ciation of the spirit of self sacrifice
which has boen manifested by oor
sisters throughout the entire crusade.
They bave shown a fortitade, a cour-
age, & devotion and love which must
be the admiration of terity. They
bave ~ot faltered in Lhelr devotion to
the | mci ol righteousness, have
wol shrupk from the comsequences at-
lending obedience Lo God’s law, and
bave been nmc;f ltrengt.llzi l’.ndhen-
COurageme r sons, their hus-
bands and their fathers. There are
numerous instaoces which have come
to our know; of wives gffering to
make the most herole sacrifices tc save
their husbands [rom the penalties of
the law.

Contrary to the jurisprudence of
centurjes, legal wives are compelled,
under Lthreats of imprisonment, Lo tes-
tify against their lawful husbands and
disclose family secrets that should
never be bared to therublw; eye. Tbis
is & gross violatioo of the law under
which they aet, and oppesed to rec-
ognized public polity and family rights.
And by the u{ntum of ‘‘segregation” an
offense which, sccording e law, is
pupishable at the uLmost exteat by Hix
months'imprisonment and s flae of §800
is maltiplied into many offenses and
the full sentence inflicted for each
fraction of ihat offense.

The plan of finding several indlct-
ments for the one offense has been dis-

ed and the scheme adopted of
making several counts in the ome In-
dictment. The number of these counts
is not regulated by law, but is left Lo
the arbitrary disposition of a grand
Jury selected from the class in hostility
to the defendants, and usually sub-
ject and pliant to the will of an ex-
tremely . blfter and unscrupu-
lous Frosecuting Attorney. he
petit jories empancled for the
trial of persons thus indicted, are also
rlched out for their known antagon-
sm Lo the society to which thy accused
belonng. And ig almost every instance
they fud verdicts as requested by the
Prosecpting Attorney, oblivious of the
exculpatory portions of the evidence.
Juries are thus selected, not only for
uun trhlh ?thuuu un:;dar mamndmund?

w, whic rm ¢hallenges o
“Mormons,”” but by the open venlre
process stroug anu-**Mormons*’ are
chosen to try ‘*Mormous”’ used of
offenses not {ncluded in the munds
act, and thus again is the lJaw pervert-
ed sad prostituted to work oppression
and injustice. The Courts, as & rule,
decide on questions of law and proced-
are as desired by the District Attorney
and ignore the request of defendant’s
counsel for legal instructions to the
the victims marked

the altar of hate,
lpulinanenuuly at the
persecutors.
this illqullyu:ht:p}:}a.m woﬁwd

recently en-
lomed’ of sons ¢

th v mundy to

M‘"’"&omﬂ tand wum
FOI 8

plied with shameful qn_e.suo:'u con-

cerning the most private acts and re-

lations of thelr busban is and fathers

Children of tender

of witnessing the tortures of his wives
and children when subject to the legal
rack of a brutal cross-examination lin
no regard is shown for a e's
affection or a daughter’s love, the sen-
siti7e shrinking of a virtoous woman
from exposure of her marital associa-
tions, or a child’s tesiful aversion to
osing the secrets of home for
conviction of a father, Such proceed-
ings prove that the object is not the
viondication of the Jaw but
promotion of huoman suaffering,
g:ovidin thie victims are mem-
rs o the *“*Mormon'" Church.
Many of the ,objects of this malevo-
lence are aged men who bave passed
the allotted three acore years and ten
who bave contracted no new marial
obligations, but are engaged in cariog
for their families as honur and right-
eousness diclate. The heartiess se-
verity with which sach defendants are
pursued (s, also evidence that the
object 18 not the public benefit but the
wreaking of vengeance upon members
of a Church, ,
Another indignity which has béen
heaped upon Lhe heads of Latwr-day
Saiots is the charge of perjury which
the reckless District Attorney has
pablicly but net legally made. Wit-
nesses who have been compelledto
testify against their dearest friemds,
when answering **1 do not know' to
questions concernivz matters of which
Lthey were not cognizant, have been in-
sulted and sbuscd and branded with
perjury. All evidence they disclose
which suits himn he uscs as undeniable
truth before a commissioner or a jary,
but everything elicited froimn the same
witnesses that does pot suit nls pur-
Pmn.- ke  enounces as perjury. And
be has the hardihood to cialin that this
erime is tanght and encouragrd by the
#Mormen® Church. The refutation of
this atrocions calmony is found iu the
standards of Church doetrine, and in
the fact that the brethren wno are Bow
linzering ia prison for declining 10 re-
pudiate their wives, have been sent
there, In mnearly every Instance,
through their own testimony or the
testimony of their families, Anditlis
well known that every one of them

could have escaped the penalties
of Lthe law if they would
hut promise to obey the law, in

future, as construcd by the coarts.
It would bave been easy to make the
promise and avold imprisonment. But
their regard tor their word was such
that they would not make a promise
which they did not intend to keep, so
they accepted a loathsome prison aod
pecuniary loss in preference to the ap-
pearance of falsehcod. It may geem
to those who do not. understand the
situation thet the requirement of future
obedience to the law is but reasonable
and that every citizen should
make th:s agrecment. Bat an expla-
uation of the facts will speedily dissi-

ate this conclusion. Obedience to the

be dificult of comprebension if the
numerons and diverse defigitions of the
law were considercd. But according
to the latest rulings, a promise 1o obey
the law =~ignities un agreement to vio-
late the wost sclomn covenants of
marital tidelity that morlals can make
with each other amt their God. It
meaps the ntter repudiationof loving
wives and the separation either of the
father and some of his children or of
the mother amd ler children, It is a
prowise not to visit, go to the same
place of wurnnlr or amusement, or
recogmze, n<soclate with, or even call
on when sick or dying, or when her
child 1s sick or dying, the plural wife
who has been faitnful in all things. 1t
means dishonor, treachery, cruelty and
cownidice. It places, not the law but
a gross and wicked perversion of the
law, above the revealed wiil of God
and the noblest promptings of the hu-
man heart. It is a promise that no
true Latter-day Saint can make and
that no humane being woald demand.

Thus the legal difliculties tbat sur-
round the Saints are not so much tbe
effects of a special and partial law
pimed at a feature of their religion as
ol the wicked and absurd construc-
tions of that law and its improper and
unpreccdented admlnistruion.promrl.-
ed b‘r malice, Inspired by Satan and in-
tended to cruzh out a system of re-
ligion which caonot be overcome by
truth, reason and the agencies of en-
lightened humanity,

RETALIATION DEPRECATED.

Before leaving this uninviting sub-
ject we desire to say to Lthe Latter-day
Saints, that though we are suﬂer{nq BO
acutely from the lochumanity of our fel-
low men, we must not descend in the
slightest degrece to acts that would
savor of retaliation,or in the least seek
to cortail any man in his individual
rights. We wish it tullr understood
by the Saints and by all the world
that we have & profound respect
tor all wholesome and consti-
tutional laws. We are the firm and
onequivocal advocates of law and
order, and of every principle associat-
¢d wilh humoan frecdom, and though we
regard the Edmunds Act, in its provi-
slons and its administration, as ex post
facto, cruel, oppressive and uncorsti-
tutional, yct we are not contending
against {t in our own interests alone,
but we are algo fighting the battle ol
civil and religious liberty, and of lree-
dom of comscience in behbaif of our
common humanity and ia the Igterest
of eve le. @ feel assured that,
as the founding of these United States
formed an epoch in the history of bu-
man Jiberty, so this action of ours will
have due welght in restraining the ten-
dency to Intolerance and oppression
that to-day uprears its head to stay
the progress of huwan f{reedom. «
say, as Elaer Pariey P. Pratt very
forcibly expresses it In one of his po-
etical effusions:

“Come ye Christian sects, and Pagan,
Popeand Protestant and Priest,
Worshippers of God or Dagon,

Come ye Lo fair frpefjom’s feast.
Come ye sons of doubt and wondey—
Indian, Moslem, Greek and Jew,

All your shackles burst aennder;
Freedpom's banger waves for you.”

THE REFUGE OF LIKS.

Probably at no period in the world's
bistory has Satan had such power over
tbe hearts of the childrem of men as
be appesar= to wield at the present. [le
has flooded the earth with lies, en-
deavoring by meand of these decep-
tions 10 reiard the work of God, to
destroy its influence, and to make vic-
tiras of its believers, especially those
who have Lhe anthority to adwinister
the ordinanees of the ‘on[i)gl. A more
striking illostration of b
this respect bas uot been furnished us
than was witnessed at the meal.ings
which were attended by some of the
members of the Grand Army of the
Republic-who were pmln'aﬂthrough
here. Jt would beincredi to ‘be-
lieve that
by the false statements which were
made Lo them by our enemlies who
reside here, had it not been witnessed.
The most abominable f{alsehoods,
which ceanld be  disproved with the

eatest e, were told with an on-

lushing effrontery that wasiSaitgnic
and though many of the visitors had
opportunities of seeing for themselves,
and of mincgling with people, some
went away fully Imbued with Lhe idea
that the Latler-day Salnts ought to he
exterminated from the fuce of the
earth. But fe the credit of humanity
be it sauid, others became thoroughly
disgusted with the roceedlnfln. and
denounced unnsparingly the fo Emd
wrong of condemning & ple afford-
ing 80 many evidences of the qualities
that go to make excellent citizens,from
the one-sided slatements of their
avowed enemies.

The course of the formerclass is an
illustration of the malignant pgwer of
Ialsehood wielded hy tan in other
directions and plaees, If lies could
overwhelm the work of God,we should
be completely crushed under their
weight, 1t 18 this great Influence up-
on which B:un Ge‘l;uand: tnk a:l:m

u of God chec spread
gf 'E?;';i’; and, unfortapately, for the

world, it ap s willing to drink in
his 'pl’rjlt to believe his fabrica-
tions. It is that arouses mobs and

causes them to indnlge in pcts of vio-
lence and hostillty sgainst snoffend- |
ing servants of God, and that has in-
cited them to shed the blood of luno-
ccnt men in the most cruel and barhar-
ous manner,

By means of this incessant stream ol
falsehood whnich Is continusily

w K
sent forth, the rulers of our
urged to adopt the Mltm

measures o (3
: worke, i

yain y W
and
in

this 1and 1rom 118 originel
rom

building up a cmm
these mo 3

aw as construed by the courts, would:

8 power in.

ple could be so deceived ' righ

this last session of Co to
ing : ngress

gecure n of the most proscrip-

tive and swoeping character against the
» ot oD WwWas

the design R’ Des

to reach persens
lieved in and ural marriage
but our %&l far as to pro-
pose the annihilation of every
;%l;'ﬂul ﬁf:on & to those }rho
lm ._ -
amy, and whose only crime wupotgt

they were members of thie Church of
Jesns Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Congress adjourned without acting
(50 NOtoE F Poapesstian S0r b TopatRl
-] re T4 repew
of the - against us. Filled
with mgerulre_‘l.r non-success at the
last session, our opponents are pie-
paring for the onslaught at the coming
sesslon of Congress,and we are threat-
ened with of the most
dreadful

description.

But in this, as in all other circum-
stances and conditions, our trust is in
God. This is His work. He has thus
far taken care of It and preserved it,
and has dellvered us from the many
plots which have been framesd against
us. It has progressed thus far only by
His power, and not by the power of
man. Waoatever glory there Is con-
nected with the establishment and
'frognuot . t work is due en-

irely to Him. an's wisdom, educa-
tion, shrewdness, weaith and sbility
have not been the faclors that have
Emduced success; but it has been the

lessing, the power, and the overrul-
ing prov'ldemol ourGod. We have
had to trnst Him in the past In the
midst of unnumbered foes; we must
trust Him In the fature agaiust the ter-
rible odds that are lplmsd seainst His
work and His Gospel. We know, and
can boldly testify to the Latter-day
Salnts, and to the whole world, that
the Lord bath founded Zion, and that

no power beueath the Celestial King-
dom can prevall against it.

But those who t against it will
share the fate of all who have ever

fought against it. Who is there that
lias pt“‘vemd in his warfare dgainst
Zion? Lo can polnt to tbe  jaurcls’
which have beem won in tighting the
work of God? What man or what na-
tion has gained credit and glory in the
earth for successes achieved over the
feeble Latter-day Saints? We lave secn
generation after generution of our op-
yosers , oue aiter apetber, into
cold oblivion. They bave strutted
their brief hour upou Lhe stage, ap-
pearing to think that Lthey were nccom-
plishing wonders.  But they bave
puseed anay, and the mewmoty of their
deeds only lives o our historical arch-

ives. So it will be with thosa who
now occupy 8o large x poriion of pub-

lic attention as crusaders uprainst the

Sajuts, and who imagine themscives to
be sucu doughty heroes., ]

THE BPIRIT OF BCANDAL.

Not enly-tas Satau sent forth his
lies ontside of our soclety, but he uses
his infloence in this direction among
us. The tendeney in our settlements
apd clitles to listen to and believe in
every wild and slanderofis rumor which
way be puat o .circulation i8 to be
daep:‘y deplored. No matter how un-
founded and destilnte of even the
scmblance of truth such reports may
be, there are those amnong us so silly
and credalous as to readily bLelieve
them. The injury that I8 thus wrought
is not easily measured. Mauy of the
vvils trom which we Dbave suf-
fered bave been greatly sggravated
by tbis disposition on the part ot some
who call themgelves Latter-day Saints.
The man who frames a lie js a
great sinner; but the one who loves a
lie, and who circolates a lie after It is
told, I8 2lso under condemnation.
Many storiea go from moulh to mouth
concerniog the truth of which those
who repeat them know nothing, DBat
it necems as though the constant repe-
tition ot a falsehood Imp.esses many

cople as tho:ﬁlh it were u fact. Where

tler-day Saints, ro-called, are feund
telling that which is uontrue, they
sbould be called to an account. It is
writ'en that whosoever loveth and
maketha lie shall not be permitted to
enter into the Holy City, wor to have a
right to the tree of life, but they are to
be without, with dogs, sorcerers,
whoremopgers, murderers and idola-
ters. The Lord has said, **lle that
telleth lies shall not tarry lo my sight.”’
Latter-day Saints sbould be warned
upon these points, that they may not
grieve the Spirit of the Lord, nor do
injury to their friends and peighbors,
by ludulmiug in this perniclious habit of
repeating aned attaching credence to
every slander and false rumor that may
be puot in circulation, But every ene
should be careful, whea they hear
story about their brethren and sisters,
to refrain from repeating [t until they
know it to be true, and then not to do
80 In a way Lo Injure the person about
whom it is told. The reputation of our
peighbors and the me rs ol our
Church should be as dearto ns as our
owpn, and we should carefully avoid
dalun anything to another or sayin
anything about another thmt we woul
pnot wish dope or #ald abont ourselves.
We testify that those who' give way to
this influence, who take delight in
reading lies which are published
about wus ia pa?aru circulated
in our midst or outside of our Terri-
tory, who delight in listening to the
[sulse and maliciows representations
which are made copecerning the serv-
ants and people of or Hlis work,or
who themselves Toul¥ about and aid
la the dissemination of these ihings to
the injury of their fellows, will, unless
they speedily repent, lose the Spirit of
God and the power to discern between
truth and falschood, and belween those
who serve God and those who serve
Him not. Their own mionds will be-
come se darkened by the spint of
falsehood that the Spirit of will
cease to have power with them and will
flee from them,

SABBATH-BEREAKING AND RECREATION

MANIA.
A t ins i a b
aro callcd Baints bave beep betrayed is

Sabbath-breaking and over indalgonce
in useless pleasure, ““The Sabbath
was mage for man, and net man foi
the Sabbath.”” But it is the Lord's day
and should be nt a9 hedirects. We
are nol loft to the doubts and nueries
which enter into the polémics of sec-
taries on this important matier. We
bhave the word of the Lord upon it, di-
reet. He has declared to us through
His Prophet: i

*And the inhabitants of Zion shall alsa
obserye Lthe Sphipih day o keep it nojy.”
it And that thow mayest mors fullykeep thy-
sclt unspotied 1 the world, thom shalt
g© to the house of prayer and offer up thy
sacrame "In’f’ my hal.y day;
Forv this is a y #ppointed unto
tr&l.l mr labors, and pay thy

ost nlﬂ
less thy vows shall be oflered up
toonaness on all davs And atall Limes;
BBut remember that on thia tire Lord’s 8uy,
shau shplp effer thine objations and
sacraments unta the Kost I m‘-ip confoss
n

{l::otgaiu_
Ne

i‘gr;m anto thy brethren, and beforg the
Ana on this day thon shalt do none ofher

thing, only let thy food be p red with

.lngnnou of heart that th um ma

£ i 4y, OF inh:ma}}:‘umf&n thy M{“}‘
2 L

These commandments, of the Lord
do got pdmnit of Sunday excursions 1o
the lake or the csfions of other places
nr more thun mupusl labor. That day
will be held sacred to the service aand
worskip of God by every true Latlter-
day Saint. Those whqg desecrate it
reject the word of the Bord and ‘will
not be beld guiltiess. We admonish
all members of the Churth tp'obey this’]
Ll eommand ment and the cflicers of the
Church 10 see that it s qu:bmkem

impuaypity. -
Jh piants o '.:;?::;j’" i
- n
tha-gcopllc ] l? ul | E:e.:é -%ys_.
It unfits them for the regular daties o
life.’ It renders thcm réstless and im-
patient of proper restraint. Jt ob-

stru busipess, It 1 8 Lo contract
hblﬁ'ot' dissipation. [t throws our

lt..eoadncea' 1o many
spirit of purhﬂ. tem
. not

and pesce Wi
such as have ished for the

been
ar of enth . Baints imto
B Sy S it
paASt SUMMmer 08 excessive amuscments
! unseemiy
L’l:r thl:,u-.qd. _

should
il, and with all wisdom and
:odh' wrl.o&tckmlsm prevent its

of the
this

into sin, is it a time to waste our days
in useless pleasure amsd spend our
nights in noisy revels? Rather, should
we not humble ourselves before the
Lord and seck by faith and devetion to
good works to obtain power that we
may g:;e\'au our foes? We do
not lieve in long-faced sadness or
the prety that consists Ima sanctified
appearance. There ja no need for
dronplﬂz heads ora sad countenance.
A cheerfal spirit should be cultivated
and hearts sbhould be gladdened by
words of cheer. But these are serious
timea and the sorrows of the atflicted
and the carousings of the thoughtless
seem utterly incongruous. whemn all
profess 10 be brethren and sislers. Let
unseemly levity be abandoned and let
the solemnities of eternity rest down
upon those who are call the Saints
of the Most High God.

SACRED VICARIOUS WORK.

Notwilbhstanding the violent and un-
abating opposition which 18 arrayed
inst us the work of ministering in
the ordinances; of the Lord’s House
continues, and the blessing of the
Heavens still follows these adminis-
trations. As we have 80 long expected
and so frequently been warned, Satan
ragesas he views his domain trenched
upon, his captives delivered, and the
sounls of men wrenched from his grasp
by the labors of the living for the dead
in and through those wracred ordi-
pances that belong alone to the Gospel
of the Son of God, administered in
holy places by His choncn servants and
handmaidens. And it must not sur.
prise us if the rage of the arch-enemy
of mankind increases and his emls-
saries grow more relentless and cruel,
more brulal and ishuman io iheir ef-
forts Lo stay this work, as the number
of temples increases and the thous-
ands or Israel go in thereto to minister
the ordinances o©of salvation for Lleir
ancestors and departed friends. We
turther rejoice that the work of erect-
inz the Salt Lake and Manti Temples
goes steadlly forward,and that the lat-
ter 18 hearing 1ts completion with all
the rapidity that could reaxonably be
expected when we consider the condi-
tion of the Churéh and the E«ople
rnl:! the difficulties under which they
abor.

TRAINING THE YOUNG.

It is pleasing Lo notice Lhe increased
feeling ol apxiety on the t of the
Saints to have Lbeir children educated
in schools where the doctrines of the
Gospel and the precious records which
God has given us can be (agght and
read. Our children should be Indoc-
trinated In the principles of the Gospel
from their earliest childhéod- They
should be made familiar with the con-
tents of the Rible,the Book ol Mormon
and the Book of Doctrine and Coven-
ants. Thesc should be their chiel text
books, and everything should be done
to establish anda promote in their
hearts genuine faith in Ged, In
His Gospel and Its ordinances, and
in His works. Bul under our eomimon
:#odarstem this is pot possible. In

t Lake City, we understand, an ef-
fort is now made to esiablish a
school of this character, and, we are
Informed, the prospect for its success
is very encouraging. The DBrigham
Young Acidemy, at Provo, aud the
Brigham Young College, at Logan, are
hoth doing cxcellent work im this
direction und should be patronized and
sustained by the Latter-day Saiots. In
no direction can we invest the means
God has given us 1o belter advantage
than in the training of our children in
the principles ot righteousness and i
Jaying the foundation in their hearts of
that pure faith which is restored to the
earth, We would like .to see schools
ol this character, independent of the
District School system, started in all
places where it ls possible,

BACREDNESS OF THE FAMILY
RELATION.

The life of a saint is not s=imply a
ersonal perfecting, it is also a factor
o the entire scheme of earth's re-
demption. No one can be saved alone,
by himsell or herself, nnassisted by or
npassistineg others. ‘The weight of our
Influence must be either for good or
harm, be an aid or an injury o the
work of human regeneration, and as
we assume responsibilities, form ties,
enter into covenants, beget children,
accumulate families, so does the
welght of our influence Increase, so
does its extent broaden and deepen.
The Scriptures inform us that God cre-
ated this earth as a habitation for man
and he placed man on it that he might
have jo,, a joy that is to be eternal.
To accomplish these purposes, the
preparatory one of peopling the
earth, and the ultimate one of man's
cternal happlness, He, the Creator, es-
tablished marriage, and commanded
those he first placed here on earth to
be fraitful and multiply. Tuis instita-
tion he ulated by strict laws given
through his servants to His people in
their various dispensations; and His
Son,our Sgvior,emphasized these com-
mandments”’ by most unequivocal
teachings with regard to the sacred-
ness of the marrlage covepant,
and of the siofulmness of divorce for
other than tae most grave departures
from the spirit and intent of that cove-
nant. In this is wisdom, far the exper-
lence of the world, lﬁ all its ages,
proves that where lax ideas exist with
regard to marriage and divorce, more
especially where those ideas flnd ex-
Hressmu in lax legislation, there we
isgover peoples and nations whese
code of morals 1is K isterior, and
where sexual irregularities and sins
increase, until that righteousuess,
which has been so truthfully sald “‘ex-
alteth a natiop,’”’ ceases to bave an
existence In their midst. To a people
who beilleve as we do, that true mar-
riage was divinely lostituted for the
multiplication of maukind, and is not
& union for time aloge buﬁ'reunhel in-
to ' the eternities, the Qnrppuon of
families by divorce is an evil of no or-
dinary characler, not only bearing a
barvest of scrrow and saffering in this
life, but also having & {ar reachiog in-
fluence into the world beyond the
gnve. and possibly iovolving others in

e ruln who bhad no volce In the sepa-
ration or power to avert its occurrence.
For this reason the Latter-day Saints
of all people should be most loath to
sunder eacred ties once formed, and
most determinedly opposed to the seve
erance of unions made in holy places
in God's appoiuted way, for light and
trivial causes; and tl.lu c;-fom of
Teachers and Bishops in their labors
amonyst famllies where differedoes,
alienation or 3uurrell exist, shoald al-
ways be to effect reconciliation, pro-
mote unjon, inspire wmuptual forbear-
ance and increase love, OUnply when
every kindly coupscl and ministration
fail should that last resort, a divorce,
be permitted. And in such cases those
wh have recelved of the sealing power
of the Church should also be separated
by the same asuthority that bannd
them ers yotil this is done pew
alllances are sinful.

SEL¥-MURDER DENOUNCED.

There is another eyil that s growln
amopgst the peoples of the world tha
is pot unfeit amidst the Latter-day
Saints. Itis the crime of self-murder.
Suicide should be made odious among
the u‘rm of God, it should be em-
msf“’ a5 a deadly sin, and no undue

ings of tenderness towards the un-
fortunate dead, or of sympathy to-
wards Lhe living berieved, should pre-
vent ud denouneing it as a crime
against God and humanity, ufnlnn‘tne
Creator and tbe creature. Jt is true
that the exact enormiiy of the act is
oot detined-withr -misute detall in the
Holy Seriptures, or the limits of its

punizchment given; bus believers in
the God whom we W hlq it has al-
nays been rega a8 & sin of great
magnitude; aod in mapy countries
especial ns have been taken to dis-
cou t, by refusal to bory in con-
gecrated ground, by indignities offered

the liteless remal
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far from discouraging, when we con-
sider the tempest ol wisrepresentation
and abuse that has flooded the lends of
civilization with regard to ourselves,
our objects and our methods of evan-
gelization, as well as the prejudices
that bave to be overcome and Eer-
secution which has to be met by those
who bave suflicient moral courage and
slamina Lo obey 8o unpopular a doc-
trine as the fullness of the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Yet were the
resuits even less encouraging than they
are, we have still imposed upon us the
duaty of warning the peoples of the
earth of the judgments of Almighty
God, which In his own duoe time must
surely come. Tne divine ipjunction

iven to the servants of God 1n former

ispensations and reaffirmed io this,
''Go ye into all the world and preach
the Gospel to every creature,’” has
never beenabrogated nor annulled ; and
our duty to carry the Gospel's warning
voice to all nstions, kindreds, Longues,
and peoples, to the CGentiles tirst and
then to the Hounse of Israel, still re
mains unchanged,

PROMINENT LRETIREN.

President Woodruff and the members
01 the Council of the Twelve Apostles
still continue in the active perform-
ance of the duties appertainiog Lo their
Priesthood and calling, occasionally
bampered, it may be, in certain direc-
tions by the unrelentiog attacks of our
rerm:cumrs. Almost without “cﬂi'\-

fon they bave enjoyed good health,

whiie Lhe more aged ones, indgding
Elder Lorenzo Spow, in prison, have
been blessed with a vigor umi with
powers of endurauce remarkable for
men of their vears. DBrotber Lorenzo
Snow bears his unjust imprisonment
with much fortitude and patience and
i3 a source of great comfort aund
strength to his fellow-prisoners, de-
prived of liberty for their obedience Lo
the requiremnents of God's law.

President Joseph F. Smnith continues
to send us words of falth and encour-
agement, of patience apd brave endur-
ance, aud, so far a3 his I;us;Liuu and
surroundings will admit, heis zealous-
ly furiherisg the nterests of God's
holy Charch and Kingdom. >

MISCELLANFOUS MATTERS,

We hear fauvorable reports of the
good done by our Sunday Schools,
Primaries, Improvement Associations
and Iwlief Socicties, and we feel to
abundantly bless the brethren and
sixters who so diligently aod faithfully
labor therein for the lustruction of our
youth and the benelit of the pogr. We
desire Lo encourayge all engaged in Lhese
duties to continue with unabated zeal
amd disinterestedness ln these labors
of love and mercy, that the institutioops
under their charge may rise to yet
greater heights of excellence and use-
fulncss, and the scope of their influ-
ence for good in the midst of the Saints
continually increase, and upon parents
we urge the wisdom aod desirableness
of fostering by thelr faith, influence
and example these rable institu-
tions for the bemefit of their childrep.

La comsequence of the unusually dry
summer the crops have not been o
abundant ms in some former seasons,
Althoungh the vield of wheat Is com

aratively small it commands but a
ow price in the market. Wisdom and
cconomy suggest that our farmers
should not be anxious to make imme-
diate sales. Every kervel of wheat s

reclous. It should be storéd care-

nlly for future use, in such a manoer
as Lo preserve 1t from destructive in-
sects and the action of the clements,
Tbe warniags which have been given to
Israel on this point were not uttered 1u
vain, as coming time will abundantly
establish, Let no grain be wasted nor
thrown heedlessly upon a depreased
market Lo conlinue the depression and
fritter away the fruits ¢f arduous Loil.

Prepurations should te made lor the
proper eare of stock during the ap-
proaching winter. Too many animals
are permitted to perish for the lack of
food and shelter. After the Lord has
blegsed the flocks and herds of llis
people, it is &infol Lo allow them to
wander on the bleak prairies or snow-
covered bemches to diw of cold or
starvation. Unless provided with
shelter from storm and Inclement
weather loose stock should be gathered
up and sest to warmer localities for
wiuter range.

The wool crop of the past season has
been very large and sheep-owners have
made fair profits on thelr products.
But domestic economy recoils at the
spectacle of 7,000,000 pounds of wool
being shipped out of the Territory Lo be
returped in the shape of inferios cloth,
and be _purchasced at high prices
by woolgrdwers and others. Factories
among outr own people should utillze
the wﬁole of this product, employing
hands that afe now idle to maoufac-
ture honest goods, and thus retain in
itbe Territory much money that goes to
build up industries sfar off. Our bome
facturies are turalng out most excel-
lent articles at reasopable prices;
these should be purchased lo prefer-
ence to foreiga made gaods, because
they are more durable apnd because
il;:éw industries ought Lo be patron-

On the same priociples and for the
same reasons the hdes and pelts which
are now shipped away to brought
back manufactured into articles toat
can be made in this Terrim?. ought
to be retained and worked up for howe
use. Factorics for this purpose, care-
fully conducted, woulgd socon return
fair profits, while the whole commu-
gil.y would share 1n the resultant bene-

ta.

CONCLUESION,

If concluslon, we sayto the Latter-
day Saints: Pul your trust ia God, as
you ever have done. lHe will not fail

ou. Continueto live in strict con-
ormity to His Gospel. llumble your-
selves before Ilim in mighty faith and
prayer. Confess your sins one Lo an-
other; and go to yeur God and confess
to Him, and obtain [is forgiveness
therefor. Live in close communion
with the Holy Ghost, that it may be
your constant companion, and that
throagh its heavenly influence you may
be prepared for every comlag cvent
The Lord is holding a controversy wi:h
the nations,anda llc"has sald “after voor
testimony oometh the testimouy of
carthqua'ies, * . -

And also cometh the teslimony ¢« f Lthe
volce of thundeiiugs, and the voice
of lightnings, and the rvuice ol
tempests, anp the valce of the
waves of the sca, hcaving theinsolves
beyond their bounds., Aodall things

shall be in commotion; snd foruly,
men's hearts sbhall fais them;
for fel.r shall comwe npon all peos
ple.” Already His words upon this

subject are belng fu'fl jed. 'no cle-
ments are joining ttcic volees with the
voices of His Eldvrs in testimony of
the near approach of the end. And
woe | to the !u;ople: or the nation tbat
fight against Zion, Jor, 88 we have
often bad occasion to say, God will
fight against them, Iis wrath will be
ured out upon them. Babylon wiil
all, and the refuge of lies will be swept
away; and truthand righteousness will
cover the earth as with a flood, in fol-
fAlment of the words of the Prophets,
Greater signs will appear In the hea:
vens above and on the earth beneath,
bearmg awiul testlmony of the
near approach eof ithav great day when
our Hcdeemer will be revealed from
heaven in power and in great glory.
With continued prayers for your
safety, and for your prosperity in the
work of God, and with most earnest
desires thsat every man, woman and
child will be falthiul to the trust which
has sed o ur, we remain
Your brethren apd fellow servasts,
JOUN TAYLOR,
GrorgeE Q. CANNON,
Of the First Presiieney of tne Church
of Jesus Christ -of Latter-day
Saints.
Presldent’s Office,
Dctober 6, 1886,

J. M, OMAMBERLAIN, .

CHER OF PIANO AND ORGAN.
“Terms low. te the southeast
corner of the 8th Ward Square, dur

. CENTRAL COAL YARD,
No.212 W. 2nd Sowth St.

"MOAL OF ALL KINDS AT REGULAR

) depot both at the yard and de

Tivered. Alm .Iuhr shelter, free
from rain or snow. pt delivery and
full weight guarant

%o~ ALL FRESH, NEW AND STXLISH, ~w

i;mm‘ml.

7. C. M. T

Offer the Largest and Most Complete Line of

FALL GOODS

WWEIST OF OEICAaAGO:!
—— CONSISTING OF BEASONABLE ——

STAPLE DRY GOODA.

LADIES' CLOTHS, TRICOTS & REPELLANTS,
PLAIN AND IFTANOY,

OME MAD
Flannels, Linseys, Repellants and Dress Goods,
FROM THE PROVO AND DESERET MILLS.

HOSTERY, GLOVES AND UNDERWEAR.
BED COMFORTABLES,

Iin Down, Woel, nnd Ceolten Filling. Greal Bargains in
HOME-MADE BLANKETS.

m

Ladies’, Misses’ and Children’s Long
and Short Cloaks and Wraps,

In Seal Plnsh, Brocade Velviet, Frizze and Astracbhou.

BOUCLE, EAGLISH CHECKS, ETC..

IN ALL THE LATEST STYLES.

We Ofier n few LADIES' JACKETS ot 81.00 Eadéh.
A few LADIES' ULSTERS at 82.50 Eauch.
Also, Silk and Bounded SHORT WRAI'S, at Greatly Reduced Pricas

A LARGE AND COMPLETE ASSORTMENT OF

DIRMHSS CGOOIDS

Cashmeres, Serges, Camel Hair, Ottoman, Foule end Satin Berber.
ELEGANT COMBINATION SUITS FROM R7.00!

VELVETS in Bmtaﬂes, i Stripes, Plaids, Fignred and Plain

PLUSHES—A Complete Line in Black and Colored.

Slks, Ratins, Surahs and Rhiadumes, In Colors and Biaek.
Black Gro Graln Silk, A Bargaln, at 1 15 per Yard.
Bluck Satin Khudumes, A Bargnln, at $1.50 per Yard.
Colored Satin Rhudumes, A Burgain, at 81 273 per Yurd.,

Complete Assortment of Notions and Trimmings.

i

CAIRITICTSNSY CAIRIPICITS!?
Cholee Ingralos, 25¢. to $1.00 per Yard.

Cholee Threo Plys, $1.00 to 8$1.25 per Yard.
Cholre Patterns In Body Brussels, $1.00 to $1.25 per Yard.

Qur Own Importation—ENGLISH VELVET CARPET & LINOLEUM,

> WILL ARRIVE IN A FEW DAYS.

U<z SOMETHING NEW--PORTIERE DHIPEHY. BY THE YARD.

Lace, Madras, Antigque, Appliqu, Tambour, Turcom and Silk Curtalins.
Ingrain, Art Bquarcs, Smyrnn and Velvet Rugs and Mata.

MEN'S, YOUTHS', BOYS" AND CHILDREN'S CLOTHING,

GENT>' FURNISHING GOODS3, HATS and CAPS, BOOTS and SHOES.
H. ELDREDGE, Supt.

S,

o

e S —

DUNFORD'S
1686. FALL aud WINTER 1667

—B8TOOCOEK OF ——-

BOOTS, SHOES AND SLIPPERS

Has Arrived and been Opened !

Our Departm't of Ladies’ Shoes & Stippers is Complete.

Our Departm’t of Gents’ Shoes & Slippers is Complete,

Our Departm’t of Nisses’ Shoes & Slippers is Complete.

Our Departm’t of Youths’ Shoes & Slippers is :

Our Dep’t of Children’s Shoes & Slippers is Complete,
AUl Styles, Grades and Qualities.

&l

DUNFORD'S

HATS! HATS! HATS!

»
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