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the bible was finished or since the
writers of the differdifferenteDt books in the
bible have passed away

it was evidently the design of our
lord in revealing the plan of salvationeal
and in commandingcomman Qing hishie servants to go
forth antiand proclaim it to have but one
form of doctrine it would bring the
character of our god into a certain de-
gree I1 might say of contempt if he
were to leave soBO important a matter auas
the salvation of his children to the
judgment and imagination of men iift
he were to leave men to say this dodoc-
trine

c
tois essential and this doctrine isif

nonessentialnon essential to say if you obey thiss
you shall have salvsalvationaAlon or you need
not obey that for it toig not necessary
to salvation if it was necessary
in the days of jesus and of his
apostles that men should believe in
jesus and repent of their sins it is
necessary today and no human judg-
ment nor no human council can do
away with that necessity gedis the
being to10 grant salvation and he is
the being to withhold salvation and
he is the being to pronounce the terms
upon which salvation shall be ob-
tained therefore as god did make
faith in jesus a doctrine that was BOO

ebsary for mans salvation it tola still
necessary though ages may have
passed this has not changed
it cannot be changed it takes
as much to save a man in this genera-
tion as it did eighteen hundred years
ago there may be any amount of
enlightenment of wisdom and otof
knowledge but however great this
may be it does nut affect in the slight-
est degree the principleprincipe that men must
believe in jesus as the foundation of
their faith and of their salvation they
must also repent otof their sins no
sophistry no human wisdom no
human device can remove from the
plan of salvation the necessity odtheof the
repentance of binBID for the gospel of
jesus christ demands absolutely that
sin must be forsaken and in order for
it to be forsaken it must be repented
of therefore if men say that you
can be saved without faith and without
repentance or if the whole world
should say this would it affect
in the leastleant degree the salvation of
meu would men be saved because
the whole world said they could be
without these vital principles car

not god who grants salvation
and who tois the author of salvation bao
placed these principles in his gospel
as essential to salvation

I1 believe however that christen-
dom generally admits that faith in
jesus antiand repentance of sin are essen-
tial but there are thousands and
perhaps millions of professed believ-
ers in jesus who say that anything
beyond this is nonessentialnon essential to salva-
tion of course there are differences
of opinionJoil upon these matters still
there are many who pronounce other
things unnecessary

but the apostles of jesus not only
taught faith in the lord and repent-
ance of sin but they said that it was
necessary for men to be baptized I1
need only allude to one case to show
how important someborne of the apostles
thought this ordinance to be you
remember the visit of peter to corne-
lius thehe gentile and the miraculous
manner in which peter was led to com-
ply with the request which cornelius
halha 1 sent to him it was contrary to

the custom of the jews and consider-
ed a very improper thing for an ortho-
dox jew to associate with gentiles
but peter having received a vision in
which he was shown that he should
notdot call anything unclean that the
lord had made clean compliedcompiled with
the request that was sent to him and
went with the messengers to the house
of corneliusCorneliufl cornelius and his house
bold under the preaching of Fpeter0eter re

the holy ghost and peter and
his companions were compelled to ad-
mit that viethe gentiles had received the
holy ghost asai well as the jews and
atterafter he witnessed this remarkableremark ble and
unexpected manifestation hhe said to
hia companions can any man for
bid water that these should not be
baptized which have received the
holy ghost as well asan we

now I1 submit that if such a mani-
festationfe waswae witnessed in our day and
by many who call themselves minis-
ters of chrictchmidt according to their teach-
ings they would have said it was en-
tirely unnecessary to use water or to
have the ordinance of baptism ad-
ministered unto these people because
they had received the holy ghost
and that was all sufficient
the very thing that peter cited
as a reason why they should
be baptized would now be cited by
some modern ministers as a reason
why they should not be baptized it
isin evident from this that tills great
apostle and his companions deemed
the ordinance of baptism essential
even though the personspersona had received
the holy ghost if he hal not taken
this view of this ordinance he would
not have required cornelius and his
household to be baptized but he
considered it necessary and he bap-
tized them

suppose a conclave of ministers
calling themselves servants of jess
christ should saymay to their followfellow men

we consider faith in jesus anaand
repentance of sinsbins essential to assalva-
tion

iva
but we do not believe baptism

essential to salvation people can be
baptized if they wish but there is no
particular efficacy in it if you will
only come to the cross and cast your
sinsnine at the foot of the cross they will
be washed away by the blood of jesus
and therefore the ordinance of bap-
tism isif not essential P would that de-
cision of theirs change the plan of
salvation framed in heaven and
taught by the son of god caa mor-
tal men prescribe the terms upon
which mankind shall be saved and
depart from those required by the
lord

there are many however who
have done this and who teach the
people in something like the I1I1language
I1 have quoted while others saysay yes
you might as well be baptizedbaptized but
what way do you wish to be baptized
would you like to be sprinkled would
you like to have water poured upon

would you prefer being im-
mersed 11 I1 have heard it stated that
there are many ministers who offer to
the converts their choice as to the
manner otof their baptism this is not
the way that god intended according
to the scriptures this tois not the plan
of salvation as taught by his servants
there was but one form of baptis mand
there is but one now jesus the
greatest being that evor stood upon the
earth a being without sin went unto

john to be baptized but john dirtdid
say to him how will you be baptized

not
my lord shall I1 sprinkle you or poursome water uuponpou your head or shall 1Timmerseimmerge you john did notdot propoundany such question to the saviorsavins
neither did ththe6 savior suggest abwsuch performance to john but ITcame to be baptized and johjohnn rreallyELI

le
ing hishii own unworthinessworth ness to Perperformforna

Z

that sacred ordinance on behalf of frhtheson of god hesitated but jesusjesup aidsufferbuffer it to be so now for thus itt hW
cometh us to fulfilfulfill all righteous ueLthat was the saviors expression iialooked upon it asaa essential Trrthere was any being that winever born on the earth that WM
have dispensed with this holy could1

it certainly was the son of god
redeemer of the world but the

liehe rHIhimselfamsel f as Rau11 example to af
ELIal I1i thetirest of us offered himself L

date for this holy ordinance0 to MUM
a mto whom god had given the authoritydoan

to baptize john had received
authoritythipriesthood from hishia fathfatherserli by virtuevtthaa

of which that holy ordinance 8
could hadministered and its administrationad ministration

behi
recognized by god the eleternalfernl path be
therefore jesuejesua submitted to the ardinance and testified to all the childrenchild 1
of men that should follow afterwardsafter 1

that it 8wap an ordinance
salvation his di caples taught

essential
theihto

samegame doctrine and administeredfad ministered thethsame ordinance unto all who receivedrene ivdthe gospel and were willingt- eaterto
into the church of christ eater

after this there was another ardinance that they looked upon asaa nau
bial in those days you remember

eggen

that one of the disciples went totnsamaria and he preached the gospelthere and it seems that he had au-thority to baptize for he baptizedbaptize theconverts but for some reason he didnot administer any ther ordinordinanceaneejohn the B otist did not either hehasaid 1I indeed baptize you withwater unto repentance but he thatcometh after me is mightier than I1I1whose shoes I1 am not worthy to bearhe shall baptize you with theghost and with fere when thethaapostles heard that samaria baa recalved the word they sent two of theapostles there who when they cameto samaria and met with the men anawomen who had been baptized laidtheir handsbands upon them and they remelved the holy ghost this was anordinance in the ancient church andconsconsideredtiered essential to salvation by theapostles for if they had not go con-
sidered it they certainly would not
have put the apostles to the trouble otof r
going there to visit the saintsBRIMS and ad-minister that ordinance to them

soSD that we have here not 0 ly faithnot only repentance but we havhavee bap
tiam and the laying on of hands asan
ordinances in the church of christ

now let me ask this of all of youyott
how canet be expected that wherewho llasuccession of generations lay amaside
these important ordinances and gayawthey are not essential to salvation that it

the spirit and power and bleinblessing of 1

godgad and the gift of the holy ghoca
will rest down upon them It seBaseeMto me that any one who would it
reflect upon this subject would be
forced to admit that such a df

from the plan of
would inevitably forfeit the bles
thattiethai the lord said should


