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the Bibis waus fiuiahed, or eince the
writera of the Jdifferent hooks in the
Bibule have passed nwuy.

It was evidently the design of our
Lord in reveailng the plan of aalvation
and in commanaing His zervanis to go
torth rnd proolsim it, to have bub one
form of Jootrine, It would bripg the
oharacter of our God into » certnin de-
gree, [ might say, of contempt if He
were to leave eo nuportant » matter as
the saivatiou of His children to the
judginent snd imagluation of men; if
He were Lo leave men to say thls doc-
trine is eseentin]l and this doctrine Is
non-essentinl; toway if you obey this
you shail have sulvation, or you need
not obey that, for It {8 nol necessary
to saivation, [f it wae - necessary
in the daye of Jesus aud of His
Apostles that men shuuld belluve In
Jesus and repeal of their slns, it is
necessary todsy; and no human judg-
ment, nor 00 human ooungil can do
away with that necessity. (odis the
Belng to grant salvation, and He is
the Helng lo withhold salvatlon, and
He is the Buing to prozounce the terms
upon which salvation shull be ob-
tulned. Therefore, as God did make
faith in Jesus a Jootrive that was nec-
egmry for man*s salvation, it 18 etill

pecessary. Though uwges may have
nesed, this hsr not changed.
t caumol be ¢hanged. [t takes

ne much tosave a man in this geuers-
tion nn it did eighteen hundred years
ago, Thers mny be any amount of
eulizhtenment, of wisdom and of
knowledge, but Lowever greal this
may be, it doee not affect Jn the slight-
esl degree Lhe principle that men must
bulieve In Jesus as tbe foundation of
their feith and of their ealvation. They
musl also repent ot thelr sine. Ne
sophilstry. no bumun wisdom, no
buman device can remove {rom the
plau of enlvation the nececesity of ‘the
repentance of siny for the Gospei of
Jusus Christ demeuds absolutely that
sju must be foreaken, and In order for
it to be torsaken it must be repented
of. Therefore, if men say that you
can be raved witbout feith Rnd withoeut
repentance, or il the whole world
should wsmy this, would it affect
in tbe Jeast dJdegree the salvation of
men? Would men be eaved because
the whole weorld said they ocould be
without these vital pricoiples? C(ler-
tainly.not. God, who grants salvation,
and who Is the Author of saivation,has
pluced these principles In His Gospel
as ersentind to salvation,

I believe, however, that Christen-
dom generally sdmite that faith in
Jesus and rupentance of sin are essen-
tini. But there are thousrands, aud
perhaps milllune, of professed bellev-
ers in Jesus who eny that anything
beyond this is nou.essential to salva-
tlon. Of ocourse, there are diflerences
of opiulon upon these matters. B,
there are many who pronounoce other
thinge unneoessary.

Butthe Apostles of Jesus not only
taught falth in the Leord and repent-
anoe of sin, but they eaid that it wae
neceppury for men to be buptized. 1
nesd only sliude to one case to show
how important some of the A postles
thoughbt this ordinroce to be., You
remember the vigit of Peter to Qorne-
ilus, the Gentile, aud the miraculous
manner in which Petur was led to com-
ply with the request whiob Coruelius
ha{ sent to him. [t was contrary to

the custom of the Jews and oconsider-
ed a very improper thiug for an ortho-
dox Jew to mssociate with Gentiles.
But Peter, having recelved a vision in
whloh he was shown that he should
not c¢all anything unclean that the
Lord- had made olean, complied with
the requast that was sent to him, and
went with the messengers to the houss
of Cornelius. Cornellius and his houge-
hold, under Lhe preachling of Peter, re-
celved the Holy Ghost, and Peter and
his companions were compelled to ad-
mlt that the GenlLiler had recvived the
Holy Ghost as well as the Jews, and
atter he witnesssd this remarkable and
unexpeoted manifestation, he aald to
hiscompanions, “Can any wman for-
hid water, that these should not be
baptized, which have recelved the
Holy (Ghest as well as we?"?

Now, [ submit that if such & mani-
festation was witnessed in our day, and
hy many who call themasives minis-
ters of Ohrist, Aocording to their teach-
jnge they would have sald it was en-
tiroly nonecessary to use waler, or to
have the ordinunce of buptism ad-
ministered unto these people, beoause
they had received the Holy Ghost,

nnd that wa3 all sufficient.
The very thing that Peter cited
a8 B resson why they should

e baptized would now be olted by
som® modern minlsters ar & reason
why they should not be haptized. [t
is evident from this that thim great
Apostle and his compablons deemed
the ordinance o! baptlsm essential,
even though the persons had received
the Holy (Ghost. [f he had not taken
this view of this ordinance he would
not have required Cornelius ‘and his
household to be buaptized. But he
copslilered jt necesssry, and he bap-
tized them. ’

Suppose o conclave of miuisters,
calling tbemselves pervanis of Jesus
Christ, should say to thelr fellow men,
“We consider talth in Jesun and
repentance of slns emsentinl to salva-
tlon, but we do not belleve baptism
esrentinl to salvatlon; people can be
baptized 1f they wish, hut there is no
particular efficacy in it. If you will
only come to the croses and oaet your
ains at the foot of the oross, they will
be waehed away by the blood of Jesus;
and therefore the ordinauce of bap-
tiam 1s not essentizl.’* Would that de-
oision of theirs ohange tbe plan of
salvation framed in heaveu and
taught by the 8on of God? Can mor-
tal men presoribe the terme upon
which mauvkind sball be saved and
depart from those required hy the
Liord?

There arre many, however, who
have done this and who teagh the
people in eomething llke the langusge
I bave quoted, while othere muy, *Yes,
you mlght as well be baptized, but
what way do you wish to bu baptized?
Would you like to be aprinkled; would
you like to have water puured upon
you,or would you prefer being lm-
mersed??? [ huve heard it stated that
there nre many ministers who offer to
the converte tbeir choice ar to the
mayner of their buptiam. This is not
the way that (God intended, according
to the Soriptures. Thie is not the plan
of salvation as taugbt by Hisaervanis.
There was but one form of hu ptism,ani
there in but one now. Jesus, the
greatent Being that ever stood upoan the
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John to ba baptized. But Joh
eay to Him, How will you he ﬂ“i”:}'ngt
my Loni? 8hali [ sprinkle you, of Al
BOme Water apon, your head, o; Bh;[;{']uf
immerse you??* John did not Propound
any Bsuch gquestlon to the av“;nd
Neither did the Savior SURZent or,
such performance to John, Bup 1.
came to he haptized, and John, He
ing bis own uuworthluess tg
that sacred ordinance on hehmtpeor,rorm
Bou of God, hesitated; but Jeuna tlhe
“Buffer It to be so now: for thy, "" d,
coineth us to fulfil all rirhtesusne b(:;
That wan the Bavior’s exprespigy s
looked upon It as  emsoptig) He
there was wsuy¥ belng thuy It
ever born on the enrth that gon
bave dispensed with thls holyerdig oo 44
it certainly was the Bon uf (iod oo
Redeemer of the world. By 4. the
fered Himself sann example o ult; tof.
rest of us; offered Himaelf ng 4 cn Ha
date for this holy ordinance (g s i
to whom God had given the auth [:iian
to haptize, Johno had receiv'momt
priesthood from hin fathers by i or
o! whioh that holy ordlnancgy mull'tue
administered and its ndmlnlstrnn 4 be
recoguized by God the Eterng) Faotz be
Therelore, Jesud submnltted to the or .
nnnce, and testified te all (he ch“‘:’m"
of wen thit should foliow aflerepg. i
that It war Au ordinanpce eﬁsentinrds
salvation. His disciples tag mal ‘s
same dootrine, and udm’m"fgred the
same ordinnnee untv all who repa; lhe
the (Goepel mand were wllllug to pi
into the Church of Uhrlat, ediep
After this there was gy
unl]me that they lvoked npg
tinl in thoee days. ou
that one of the dlaclpleam‘?:;?b‘:r
Bamarla, anud he preached the @ g
there, and it eeems that b hngs;)el
thority to haptize, fur he baptizeq "l:.
converts, bul for mome remson he di:‘l!
not administer any sther ordipgp
John the B ptist did not either, H.

other ordj-
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sald: “I indeed baptize yoy wﬁle
water unto repentince: butp pe th b
cometh afler me 18 mightier than nIt
whose shoes L am not worthy o besr,
he ahall baptize you with the Hoa|r'
Ghost, and with fire.* W hen lh{

Aposties hesrd that Bamarj .
celved the word, they went :\,oh:;? tr:‘\
Apostles there, who, when they came
to Bamarln, and met with the imen hmt;
women Who had been baptized Inig
their hands upon them apd n,:, ' re
oceived the Holy Ghost. This w:a & ;
ordluance in the ancient Churgh nm[;
considered esswiltin! to saivatipn h,y the
Apostles; for 1f they had not s con.
sldered i1, they certainly would not
buve put the Apostles to the trouble of
going there to vieit the Buinte and ad-
minister that ordinnnce to them,

So that we have here, not o ly faithk
not only repentance, hut we have hup:
t:sm, and the laylng on of hande, as
erdinnnces in the Cuureh of Christ,

Now, let me usk this’ of al] of

o
How can jt be expeoted thut wheyreuﬁ
sucCession of generations luy nside

these important oralnances and eay
they nre oot essential to salvation, that
the spirlt snd power and bleseing ot
God and the glft of the Holy Ghost
wilirest down upon them? It seems
to me thalt auy one who would
reflect upon this subjeot would be
forced to wndmit that puch a de-
parture (rom the plan of salvation
would lpevilably forfeit the bleasings

enrth, n Beinyg without sin, went unto

that the Liord suld should accompany



