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OM A LOG CABIN TO THISTHE CABINET
4

tOrl D C nov 7 1897waiwashingtonhing
mymv I1 doubt whether my story

I1 am certain itthe aelingt laIs worthWO rth
will intinteresterest few people and there isia

extraordinary in itnothing
the speaker was gen russell A

algeraleer secretary of war ex governor
united states armarmyy one of theof ththe of the countrydealerslumberlargestlarepat

of success in lifewe had been abattchattinging
had urged him to tell me theand I1artory of his boyhood saying there

s wereere thothousandshsands of poor boys in the
4unitedjilted states wwhoho were discouraged

i obstacles which they saw beforeattat thef
ittem and that a word from him as to
s Sshis struggles might give them courage

the fight it was somestota continue persuade the seesecI1 couldamemme worebeforekorvlata to give me the story he said
ar AV not a public matter and it was

ww
ionly 7 urging the ababoveove thatatly afteralfter anmy

he went on he said
whether any boy who is111 doubt

at life today has a worse outbartinetarartingtinejaeokak than ahadI1 had I1 was born in a log
in medina county ohio my

blather pioneer farmer heer was a poor
unlucky man and for some

t 8 an
other nothing he touchedtouchedteason orrsmed to prosperr when he settled

y AT ohio the state was an almost un
he took up abroken wilderness

i tract of woodland and cleared a por
mn of it but he did not do well af

had charge of a woolenaterward he
hallli

11 this did not succeed and he
died when I1 was about twelve

asars old leaving four children and
support them at timesothine to

we but little to eat and 1I
ber one dreary period when

th fatherther and MOmotherther were sick for
z in the same bed soon after

mother died and it was not long
behare father followed her to the
wave I1 hadbad a sister who was older
abatt I1 but there were two others who
were aougeryounger and I1 was you know
latit twelve for a time I1 worked for
4 neighbor receiving three teacups

and this formed the fooda day
OU the family Wwee hadhadaa cow and

i the milk from this we made
what we called thickened milk we
had I1 remember a little corn in the
imse my sister and I1 shelled a bag
of this and I1 carted it on my back
to a4 mill nine miles away and there
traded it for meal I1 walked to the

j andan back it was eighteen miles
featbut I1 lo10do not remember that I1 was

wornrora out by the trip
A boy of twelve does not amount

to much 11 said LI1 what could you
ftao v

11I could not do much replied gen
oraleral algeraiger but I1 was head of the
family and felt I1 must do something

I1 found homes formyfor my younger
leotherother and sister landand then arranged

taU wark for my board and clothes and
fuyibr three months schooling during the
winder I1 did this until I1 was fourteen

i asa my older sister died I1 then
1 I1 ought to be worth more
d myedbiped out to a tannerfarmer who paid mera a month for the first month 4 torfor

the second and 5 torfor the next four
months the next year he gave me
6 a month the next 6 the third 8

the fourth 10 the fifth 12 and thesixth and seventh years 15 a month
these were great wages in those daystorfor farm hands we had no reapersreadersor mowers then and all work was
done by hand

all of this time the secretary con-
tinued 1I went to school a part of theyear I1 got the idea when I1 was very
young that I1 must have an educationif I1 expected to do anything in theworld so after a time I1 workedonly six months of each year and went
to the other six while at
school I1 worked for my board morn-
ings evenings and saturdays I1 re-
member I1 worked one winter in a
blacksmiths shop where I1 used thehammer and acted as a helper I1grew I1 very rapidly and when I1 was
still a young boy I1 could do the workof a man at een I1 was six feettall and weighed pounds

then you spent your vacations on
a farm general alger said I1yes I1 hired out as I1 have said forhalf of each year to a farmer and kept
this up seven years that was my only
vacation I1 have a little account
book at home which contains all thepayments which my employer mademe he charged me for every hour I1
lost during working days and also for
everything he gave me outside of my
meals I1 remember once I1 had two
halters stolen while I1 was at a millgetting some grinding donedene I1 was
charged twelve shillings for them andthis was deducted from my wages
not long ago one of my boys came intomy office at detroit with a bill for a
dressdresp suit the bill amounted I1 thinkto 70 As I1 paid it I1 told him how I1had worked for two years when a boy
for less than what he had paid forone suit

but general these wages seem to
me very low were you a good work-
man 9 did you receive as much as theaverage hand

the secretary of war looked at me
rather curiously for a moment andthen saidlaid 1 I was considered a very
good hand physically I1 was very
strong I1 remember that there was acountry store in the village of richf-ield where I1 was attending schoolat the back of the store there was aroom in which scrap iron was storedone of our amusements was seeing
which boy could lift the most we
would take a board about two feetwide by two and one half long and lay
it across a glass box we would pile
iron upon the board until we had as
much as we thought a man could lift
and then one of us would bend over
and catching hold of the opposite ends
of the board try to raise it I1 could
lift more than any of my fellows and
I1 have at times lifted pounds in
that way T remember that I1 couldmow faster with a scythe than any-
one I1 knew but this was more due to
knack than to strength it was all in
the hanging of the scythe on the

1I remember said secretary alger
as a smile swept around the corners of
his eyes when I1 first saw my name in
the newspapers it was in a descrip-
tion of my skill as a haybay pitcher
there was a test one day as toito who
could unload hay the fastest and I1was one of the crack pitchers the haybaywas hauled into a barn on a wagon
it had to be pitched from the wagon
over the big beam I1 stipulated thatthere should be two men to keep thehay back from the beam and went to
work I1 unloaded a ton of hay in lessthan five minutes this was con-
sidered quite a feat and a description
of it was published in the clevelandnewspapers I1 can remember today
how delighted I1 was when I1 saw my
name there
school general I1 asked1I taught school for two wintwintersera re-plied general alger after that I1
went into the office of wolcott UP
son at akron ohio to study law I1
had to borrow money to keep me whitewhile
I1 was studying after I1 was admitted
to the bar I1 went into the law office
of otis coffinberry wyman atcleveland and soon earned enough topay my debts I1 found that the con-
finement of the law was injuring my
health and I1 looked around for some-thing else to do I1 had heard of theprofits that were to be made in the
lumber business in michigan and con-
cluded to go there to try my fortune
A young man named goddard went
with me we borrowed 1000 and
started in the lumber business in
grand rapids under the nazname ofaalger goddard our business was to
buy lumber and ship it to chicago

at this point general alger stopped
a moment he has you know made a
large fortune in lumber and I1 thought
that from this time on the story of Msma
career would be one of prosperity I111
said 1I suppose you made a good
deal of money in your lumber buslbusinessnes
general r

no I1 did not was the reply atMleast not at that time we did eriq
first and soon built up such tf igoodd
trade that I1 thought toy grosgroset ft
were good enough to allory jig to
marry I1 had fallen in love with blerotof
the young girls of grand Rrapidsids the
lady was willing and the wedding took
place we went east on our wedding
trip I1 taking for expenses ISO which
I1 potgot by a draft on the chicagoC firm
with which we were dealdealingirig when I1
returned I1 found that our chicago fernl
had failed and that my draft had gone
to protest this was in april 18811861 itI
saw at once that our firm was ruined
bybv the failure and I1 was in desperate
straights I1 had ordered furniture in
cleveland for the two rooms in which
we were to begin our married life and
knew that the bill would be along tn a
few days all I1 had left was a gold
watwatcheh wemch11 I1ch I1 hhada d taken in trade I1
wawantnt to the banker who held my draft
told him howbow I1 was situated and asked
hirnhim to boyiho the wolderold watch as security
until the timptime came when I1 could pa
it he refused to receive it but I1 left
it on hihiss counter and went away the

I1


