THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

pession of Congress for August 7Tth wax
a decided eurpriee in Husucial circles.
At Hret the report was Dot credluu_ ior
the reason that ever sluce the ¢risis in,
pilver and the money market there
have been almost hourly rumore about
an extra pession, ana when finally the
hankers and stock operalols Were cou-
vinced there was a decided leeling of
relief, and the conesneus of qplnlun
was that the tendency ol inancia auu
commercial atfalre yvould henceforth
be in the Jdireglion of IMprovement.

HARRISON 1N1ERVIEWED,

Ex-Prepideut Harrison, when seen
at the Fifth Avenue hotel tonight sty
asked for an opiuiun on Preaiagnt
Cleveland’s cal: for an August session

p wan, sald:

or":loggjrnot propared to say whether |
think the August sexslon of Congres:
wjli resture cunhiuencq, whioh i saidg
to be Jemoralized, Ihere may h-
perious vbstruclions. 1 cannol; teh
what ma be the exteat of M_r_ Cleve-
land’s knowl dge ob the subjeet, but |
1 know they wo-ld not have repealed
the msherwan law for me. I thiuk|
perhape altogether tvo much of the
com platned stringency I8 loaded upon
the Bherman law. I‘I{lel’e are a great
many other cauees wuich _cuutrlbuled
to the present state of wfluire *

General A, J. Warner, president o!
the Biwelailiogleague, came up from
Washinglon this afternoon for a ¢on-
ference with Benator Joun P. Joues on
the mon«tary oullook. 7 LeRuncunce-
ment that Congrees will bold ap extra
seprion ju AUgust mskes it Deceseary
for bimetalligts to join toxether, and,
after a lopg Jiscursiun on the nu.lqec!,
it was decided to call A vonvention of
the Bimeinilic league rome time prior
to the gate fixed for the extra session
ot Congress, It wirl probably be about
the middle of July, No place for the
couvention has yel been agreed uypon,
but both Cuieage and Bf. Louissre
mentioned, aud (Feneral War er anid
tepizht that he favored the Initer.

President Cleveland and party ar-
rived here tonight.

o] have nothlng st all toray vow,”
the President suid. 'l lssued a prue-
Ismation esliiog Cougresn together ou
Aug st7th, In thut I bave given my
resgons for doluyg 8o aud that ls ail

s Lo it.7?
lh(._!}rc:’l;ne;l Lamont #eld: “The Presl-
dent has called Cobgrens together aud
cax Jo Do more now, 1l am utavorol
the rejrenl of the Bnermun Juw, nud do
not tavor free coinage As a subsiitute,
and the President huas the same opl
jon 88 mmyeelfl”’

SIAM AT WASHINGTON.

WasHINGTON, June 28 —The Siamese
are still anxious to have the friendship
ot Uncle Sam, and they have not given
up their idea of establising a legation |
here. They want the United States to
aid them in warding off the invasions
of the French, who own countries ad-
joining them, and they will send some
of their ablest men here to pave the
‘way. Siam is one of the least known
of the great countries of Asia and the
society people here are reading up that
they may talk intelligently to these
princes of the far east. It lies, you
know, at the lower part of the penin-
sula of farther India, and it is cut up by
tHe Gulf of Siam. The mighty river

| women have black teeth.

Menam runs through it from north to
south and the whole country is a net-
work of canals, In the winter a large
part of it is covered with water and the
people go from house to house and
from place to place in boats, The city
ot Bangkok, which lies on the Menam,
about twenty-five miles from its mouth,
is the Venice of the 1ar east. It con-
tains a half million inhabitants and a
hundred thousand of these live in
houses which float upon the water,
Bangkok is, in fact, a sort of nver city,
and 1t is stretched for a distance of ten
miles up and down the banks of the
Menam. Siam is about four times as
big as the state of New York; it con-
tains about Io,000,000 people, and the
country and the people, body and soul,
belong to the king. The king has the
right to every man’s labor, and any
woman whom he calls must enter his
harem. He has the most arbitrary
power of any king of the east, and he
is one of the rich monarchs of the
world. His palace in Bangkok is a
magnificent structure, with golden ele-
phants guarding its entrances. [t has
twenty-five acres of ground about it,
and it is said ‘that 5,000 people live
within the palace walls. The king is
said to have joo wives, but the queen,
who is the chief of these, is his
majesty’s half sister. She is a very
bright woman and has made herseif
noted for her charity, She rules the
harem, and when [ was in Siam 1 was
told that she sinoked cigarettes and
chewed the betel nut,

THEY WILL CHEW THE BHTEL. '

The new Siamege legation will un-
doubtedly be betel chewers. Every one
in Siam is addicted to this habit, and
there is a big store just opposite to the
palace of the king in Bangkok in which
I was shown, during my stay there, a
lot of little china spitloon’s about the
size of a shaving mug. This store sup-
plied the palace with goods and these
+pittoons were used by the ladies of the
harem for the expectoration of betel
juice. The betel nut is a nativea Siam.
It is about as big as a black walnut and
it has a green skin. It is seld in pieces
the size of a hickory nut, and it 1s of a
Boft, spongy nalure, having a bitter,
astrigent taste. The Siamese mix this
nut with lime and tebacco. The lime

is colored red and it is carried about in.

green leaves; having mixed his quid
the Siamese chews and spits and spits
and chews all day long. It makes the
teeth black and the juice which the
people expectorate is as red as blood!
I saw both men and women using it
when I was in Siam and I was toid that
babies were given it almost as scon as
they were weaned. Both women and
men smoke in Siam and children are
taught to puff cigarettes as soon as
they are old enough to crawl. It any
ladies come with the e ation fthey wiil
probably be smokers and betel chewers,
and of he king's harem half of the
The Siamese
say that any dog can have wh te teeth,
but only those who are rich enough t

buy the betel nut can have black ones.

OUR FIRST BUDDUIST LEGATION,

This legation will be the first foreign
mission of pure Buddhists which lias
ever come t- Washington. The minis-
ters from Europe are 1o a large extent
Catholics. The Chinese are Confucian-
ists. The Japanmese are liberal free
thinkers and the Koreans about the

95
same. Buddhism is the religion of?
Siam, and every man of any promin-

ence there has been at some time of
his life a Buddhist priest. The kin

himselt was at one time a priest, an

he once shaved his head and gave up
his crown and harem to wear a yellow
cotton scarf about his waist and go
about fasting and praying. Any one
who wants 1o become a priest in Siam
can do so in a moment's notice. The
result is that when a man gets into
financial difficulties he enters the priest-
hood, and in this way his debts are
forgiven him,  After they have re-
mained here for some time they come
out and start into business anew. When
a man has done anything wicked he
goes into the priesthood ftor a certain
number ot years to cleanse himself, and
this becoming a Buddhist priest is one
of the simplest methods of Stamese
divorce, Lhe man who enters the
church has the right to dismiss his wife,
and when he comes out again at the-
end of a few months or a year he can
marry her again or not, as he chooses.

THE HOME OF BUDDH1SM.

Siam is the home of Buddhism, and
while [ was in Bangkok [ saw the purest
of the Simon pure article. There are
25,000 Buddhist priests in the Siamese
capital, and these are of all ages from
sixteen to eighty. They go about with
shaved heads and vellow strips of cloth
wound about their half-naked bodies,
and they chew the betel and smoke
cigaréttes as they go begging from
house to house. The city is divided up
among these beggars. Each priest has
his beat and_at every door he gets an
offering of rice or of something else of:
this kind. I visited the Buddhist tem-
ples while I was in Bangkok, They
are costly beyond description. There
is one nght near the king’s palace
which has $100,000 worth of gold leaf-
on one of its spires, and in another
temple there is an idol made of jewels
and pure gold. It is about a foot high
and eight inches wide. When it was.
being made, while the metal was yet
in the crucible, crystals, topazes, sap-
phires, rubies and diamonds were stiried
'nto it, and before this idol the king
comes every morning and worships.
I could fill this paper with desc riptions-
of the wonderful temples of Siam, and
in one Buddhist temple | found the floor
covered with a matting of woven silver
wire. [t was dirty from the bare feet
of the priests, and as I went out L
noticed that the door was ebony inlaid
with moiher-of pearl. In another tem-
ple I found an image of Buddha asleep.
This image was 150 feet long and the
soles of its feet by actual measurement
were eighteen feet from toe to heel. A
twe-stoty cottage is often not more than
eighteen feet high; if this Buddha lay
outside of such 4 one on his back his
big toe would be on a parallel with the
lighining red.  Of late years a number
of infidels have sprung up in Siam, and
it may be that our new legation will
not hold tast to their faith. Their
religion, as it is taught at Bangkok. is
full of errors, and I was told there that
the people believed the earth to be flat
and that their explanation of the light-
aing flash was that it came from Lhe-
hatchet of a giant of the clouds, who,
angry at his wives, was throwing.
hatchets at them through the air.

A PROGRESSIVE RULER, .

The sending of a legation to Wash-
ington is another evidence of the pro—



