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belofi of congresscongre for august ithath waswaft

a decided surprise in flfinancial circlesclrclee

at arst the report waswag not creditedcrediteii forbior

the reason that ever since the crisis irkin
silveroliver and the money market there
havehare been almost hourly rumors about
an extra session ana when finally theth
bankers and stockblock operators were conceu
tinned there was a decided tooling of
relief and theibe consensus of opinion
waswa that the tendency olof filanciafin ancia anti
commercial affairslaffaira would henceforth
be in the direction of improvement

HABBISON interviewed
fxex president harrlsonharrison when seen

ata abe fifth avenue hotel tonight anuand
asked for an opinion on president
ClevCleve elandslaDdys call for an august session
of congress said

val1 I am not prepared to saygay whether I1

think the august session if CoDConggrestreuh

will restore conid dence which is saideaid
to be demoralized there may b
seriousgrioua obstructions I1 cannot tell

whistwhat ma be the extentex tout of mr cleve-
land knowlknowledgedge on the but

1 I know they woidwo id not have repealed
the dhe law for me I1 think
perhaps altogether too much of the
complained stringency is loaded upon
cheshthe Bhermanerman lawjaw there areaare a great
many other causenausea9 contributed
to theabe pipresentresent statestale of tiffaffairs

general A J warner president 0101

the Bimetallic league came up from

Wbwashingtonington this afternoon for a con-
ference with senator john P joines on
the monetary outlook at7 tie announce-
mentment that congressCong reee will holdbold an extra
gitis iOD INIH august makes it necessaryneceeeary
for to join together and
after a long on the eutiect
it was decided to call a convention orof

the itcague some time
to abe date fixed for the extra set siou
otof res it willwiil probably beabout
the middle of04 juljulyy no place for the
convention hasbaa yeyett been agreed upon
but both chicago0 and st louis arvar
mentioned and general3 war orer said
tonight that hebe favored the latter

presidentPreaident cleveland and party ar-
rived here tonight

have nothing atallat all totoadysay nowinow
the president said 1 I issued a proc-
lamationIsmla mationstion Cou grean together
aug at jtb in that I1 have given my
reasons for doing soao audand that tois allail
there is to it

colonel lamont said the presi-
dent hasbaa called congress togetherr and
cap do no more now I1 am in tavorfavor utof

the repeal of the seerman nwlaw and dudo
not favor irre coinage asah a substitute
and the presidentPresideut has the same optopi
ion as88 13m telfelfI

SIAM AT washington

washington june 28 the siamese
are still anxious to have the friendship
otof uncle sam and they have not given
up their idea of establishing a legation
here they want the united states to
aid them in warding off the invasions
of the french who own countries ad-
joining them and they will send some
of their ablest men here to pave the
way siam is one of the least known
of the great countries of asia and the
society people here are reading up that
they may talk intelligently to these
princeserinnes of the far east it lies you

0 knownow ataththe lowerower part of the penpenin-
sula

in-ge
ua yfof fartherart r idindiaia and it is cut up by
the gulf of siam the mighty river

4

benam runs through it from north to
south and the whole country is a net-
work of canals in the winter a large
part of it is covered with water and the
people go from house to house and
from place to place in boats the city
otof bangkok which lies on the benam
about twenty five miles from its mouth
is the venice of the tar east it con-
tains a half million inhabitants and a
hundred thousand of these live in
houses which float upon the water
bangkok is in fact a sort of river city
and it is stretched for a distance of ten
miles up and down the banks of the
benam siam is about four times as
big as the state of new york it con-
tains about people and the
country and the people bodybo v and soul
belong to the king the king has the
right to every mans labor and any
woman whom he calls must enter his
harem he has the most arbitrary
power of any king of the east and liehe
is one of the rich monarchs of the
world his palace in bangkok is a
magnificent structure with golden ele-
phants guarding its entrances it has
twenty five acres of ground about it
and it is said that people live
within the palace walls the king isis
said to have wives but the queen
who is the chief of these is his
maje half sister she is a very
bright woman and has made herself
noted for her charity she rules the
harem and when I1 was in siam I1 was
told that she smoked cigarettes and
chewed the betel nut

THEY WILL CHEW THE BETEL r
the new siamesesiamese legation will un-

doubtedly be betel chewers every one
in siam is addicted to this habit and
there is a big store just opposite to the
palacealace of the king in bangkok in whichfI1 was shown during my stay there a
lot of little china spittoonsspit about the
size of a shaving mug this store sup-
plied the palace with goods and these
spittoonsspit were used by the ladies of the
harem for the expectoration of betel
juice the betel nut is a native a siam
it is about as big as a black walnut andQ
it has a green skin it is sold in pieces
the size of a hickory nut and it is of a
soft spongy nature having a bitter
astringentastrigent taste the siamese mixmix this
nut with lime and tobacco the lime
is colored red and it isia carried about in
green leaves having mixed his quid
the siamese chews and spits and spits
and chews all day long it makes the
teeth black and the juice which the
people expectorate is as red as blood
I1 saw both men and women using it
when I1 was in siam and I1 was told that
babies were given it almost as soon as
they were weaned both women and
men smoke in siam and children are
taught to puff cigarette i as soon as
they are old enough to crawl it any
ladies come with the e aaion heyfohey will
probably be smokers and betel chewers
and of i thehe kings harem half of the
women have black teeth the siamese
ssayay that any dog can have wh te teeth I1

bbutut 0only those who are rich enough t
buy the betel nut can have black ones

OUR FIRST BUDDHIST LEGATION
this legation will be the first forforeigneign

mission if4i f pure buddhists which has
ever comecomett washington the minis-
ters from europe are to a large extent
catholics the chinese are confucian
ests the japanese are liberal free
thinkers and the koreans about the

same buddhism is the religion of06
siam and every man of any promin-
ence there has been at some time ofhis life a buddhist priest the kinghimself was at one time a priest andanhe once shaved his head andand gave up
his crown and harem to wear a yellow
cotton scarf about his waist and go
about fasting and praprayingving any one
who wants to become a priest in siamcan do so in a moments notice theresult is that when a man gets intofinancial difficulties he enters the priest-
hood and in this way his debts arlareforgiven him after they have re-mained here for some time they come
out and start into business anew whena man has done anything wicked herhegoes into the priesthood for a certainnumber otof years to cleanse himself andthis becoming a buddhist priest is one
of the simplest methods of siamese
divorce theI1 he man who enters thechurch has the right to dismiss his wife
and when he comes out again atatthetheend of a few months or a year he canmarry her again or not as he chooses

THE ROMEHOME OF BUDDHISM
siam is the home of buddhism andwhile I1 was in bangkok I1 saw the purest

of the simon pure article there are
buddhist priests in the siamesecapital and these are of all ages fromsixteenen to eighty they go about withshaved heads and yellowvellow strips of clothwoundw about theirthe ir half naked bodiesand they chew the betel and smokecigarettes as thethey go begging fromhousebouse to house ahethe city is divided upamong these beggars each priest hashis beat and at every door he gets an

offering of rice or of something else ofthis kind- i visited the buddhist tem-ples while I1 was in bangkok theyare costly beyond description thereis one right near the kings palacewhich has iooooo worth of gogold leafon one of its spires and in anothertemple there is an idol made of jewels
and pure gold it is about a foot highand eight inches wide when it wasbeing made while the metal was yetinin the crucible crystals topazestopazes sap
chires rubies and diamonds were storiedstirs ed
into it and before this idol the kinykingcomes every morning and worships
I1 could fill this paper with descriptionsdesi
of the wonderful temples of siam andin one buddhist temple I1 found the floor ipcovered with a matting of woven silver x
wire it was dirty from the bare feetof the priests and as I1 went out L
noticed that the door was ebony inlaidwith mother of pearl in another tem-ple

N
I1 found an image of buddha asleepthisthisoliss image was feet long and thesoles of its feet by actual measurementwere eighteen feet from toe to heel Atwo story cottage is often not more thaneighteen feet high if this buddha layoutside otof such a one on his back hisbig toe would be on a parallel with thelightning rod of late years a number W

otof infidels have sprung up in siam andit may be that our new legation wiltwill
k

not holdbold lastfast to their faith theirreligion as it is taught at bangkok iis AB
full of errors and I1 was told there thatthe people believed the earth to be flatand that their explanation of the light-ning flashfl ash was that it came from the
hatchet of a giant of the clouds who Sangry at his wiveswives was throwing 31

hatchets at them through the air M

A
the sending of a legation to wash

ington is another evidence of the pro t


