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THE SCATTERING POLICY.

THE New York Herald, Philade)-
phin HBulletin, and mnany other
prominent journals are rejoicing
over the supposed fact that n large
pumber of “Mormon” young men
have “forsaken the faith,” and,
¢sthrowing overboard their religion,
are leaving Utah to start life anew
In communities where they will be
free to net independent of the com-
mand of the theocratic rulers.”?

These jubilations nre caused by
some remarks made by President
George Q. Cannon at the Iate Con-
fuorunce in this city. He spoke of
the disposition of many of our
young men {o scatter into surround-
ing regilons in order to secure lurge
areas of lnnd. He thought this was
not good policy. The Latter-day
Saints had been ealied to gather, not
to seatier, and he did not think it
wise for young people to go away
from their homes to such distant
placus.

This did not imply in the least
that “the youth of Ziou were for-
saklng their religlon,’” as our out-
side contemporaries imagine. The
cdi ors who have taken this peculiar
view have been drawing atten-
tion to the overflow of ‘Mor-
montsm’’ lixto surrounding Terri-
tories, and svunding the alnrm to
the nation as portending the bal-
ance of power in those Territories
in the hands of the ‘“*Mormons.”?
Why should they now proclaim that
this overtlow means the departure
from the fnith of those who thus
migrate?

There is no such wholesale aposta-
ay n8 depicted by these forgetiul and
inconsigtent writers. Change of
abode does not mean change of faith.
Desire for a large farm does not im-
ply renupeiation of n man’s religion.
Young people, or old people, need
not throw their belief overboard
when they start life anew in some
newly settled region. It s a question
of poliey, notof fidelity to pringiple.

Neither is it necessary to go outside
of the boundaries of Utah or any of
ita countics to be ‘“free to act inde-

.| in Utah,”’ know that they arc de-

pendent of theoeratic rulers.”” There
is po spot in the United Btates freer
from such rulers than this Territory.
The preachers for gifts and scribws
for peif who talk of “‘theocratic rule

ceiving the public. They play upon
the prejudices of the ignorant and
presume upon the indisposition of
the masses to investigate. Every
man and woman in [Jtah is free in
thought and act, so far as nny
privetly domination is in view, for it
has no actual existence here. There
s a thousandfold more reason to
descant upon its prevalence in New
York and in Philadelphin than in
Salt Lake City.

Why do editors persist in writing
such rubbish as they deal out dally
on the *Mormen?’ question? Why
will they not learn something
about the facts in the case?
Their ignorance 8  palpable
and their unwilllngness o in-
quire Is pitiable. Liberty is the
vital breath of ¢‘Mormonism_?? And
thousands have embraced it fo es-
cape the despotism of old creeds
and the tyranny of orthodox eccle-
siasticism. ‘The “Mormon?’’ Church
Lhus no manncles for the mind and
no fetters for the free agency of
man.

The advice of President Cannon
was tlmely and wise. If strangers
to our faith ean come into these
beautiful valleys, find homes, mnke
a livelihood and become mensurably
independent, wh¥ cannot our vig-
orous and acelimated young men

do the same? There are openings

in business right at home for Lhose{ up new locations fiur Away.
who have eyes to sce them and |

hands to work In them. 'There are

acres to be tilled right around the|

homesteads where our young men
have been reared, if they are only
willing to redeem and cultivate
them.

But the dilfficulty 18 in the desirc
for large tracta of land, A llttle
farm well tilled is far more profit-
able than n big one half worked.
The Chinese who make money off
tiny plots of ground aflord hints to
the observing., A great deal of lnnd
is wasted in Utah by poor cultiva-
tion. Young men who strike off to
some distant place and teil half to
death in a comparatively new coun-
try with all its disadvantages, would
with much less Inbor muke n better
living near the old homestead, by
intelligent and thorough tilling of
the soil around them.

People hear of a place where n sec-
tion or a quarter section of land is
unoccupied, and they imagine they
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will jump into riches by simpld
going there and ‘“taking it up.” BY
thu time they have conducted water
upon itand paid for it, and broughta
part of it into cultivation, they will
find they are no better off than they
would have been with a small piece
of laud right at home, with their
relatives and friends, with school-
houses und church influences and
the advantages of culture at land-
The iden that wealth may be
measured by the acres possessed 18 8
miscrable fallacy.

Our young people need to exercise
their brains and gt out of the ruts
in which 8o many of themm move-
There are ways and means of mak-
ing an honorable living, in u conr
munity ke ours, that will suggest
themselves to the thoughtful. i’a-
rente and chiliren who are ap
proaching manhood should consult
and plan wogether for future action,
with & due regard forthe needs and
wishes of all. Tiere nre mony waste
places near to home, which by new
methods and economical mensures
might be made profitable and benu
tiful. But they have buen deem
worthless so long that no thought
is given to 1heir pussibilitics. 1f
all that is within our reach was
utilized, thers would be small need
for so much swurming into BUI”
rounding regions.

We believe that it would by wiser
policy, all things consideredy for
our lending men in the various set-
tloments to plan for the groupins
and employment of our youtb,
around the homesteads of thuir par-
enta and neighbors, than in looking

And right in this city. we need
wise measures for the utilization of
muscle aud brawn walting for s
demption from iileness nnd to D€
worked lnlo wealth for the goud of
the community. Where are the
wise who will plan for this crying
need? Where are the monvy
men who will help in the &
couss?  Kmployment for all who
are ready to work ought to be found
in 0 community like ours, If 1t Is
not, it is a repreach to our systemt
and a reflection on our fuith.

8hall we tuvite outside Immls®
tion and welcome foreign capltal
and let our own young men B2
women eeatter abroadyforelack ol
means to make a livelihood? 18 th‘:
the policy of prudence? Were 10
the remarks of President Cannot
pertinent and to the point? We
think so. And while we sev 1O
reason to fear that the youth of an
who migrute into other Territorits

will forsake their religlon or lose



