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being intelligently done.?” At the
the copclusion of Lhe quotatlons the
Cynogure remarks:

“For the present this wlill suflice.
We hope, however, to be uble to give
more detuils ot this buathenish custom
in an early number, from the pen vl
an Intelligent correapondent.”’

The coetom reletred to a8 beibg
Sthealbunish’? is thut of bLeing baptized
for the dead. VWebeter definee **hea.
thenish?’’ na “‘belobging or pertaining
to the heathen; rude, ungiviiized, sav-
age, cruel, inhuman.? Or the *‘bhes-
then? hdeays they ure ‘‘tbe Pugan or
unbelievibg bpDations, or thope which
worsbip tduls and do not wolsbip tne
true Gud;"” whlle *‘Christinu’? is de-
fined as "‘pertaining to Christ ‘and His
religion,”’

U nder these definitions It sbould oot
e difficuit to determine how near
baptism fur the desd ja o being s
ssheathenish curturm,? ur how little it
deserves the appellution. For a tull
understanding of theordinenge it may
be stated that it is the recelviug ut
baptiam by thure who are liviog, in
behalr of those wbo have uied without
partaking ul the ordinance. It is not
esteromed #e8 aflecting sny in the spint
world except =8 they vulu .tarfly wo-
cept vl tbe work vicarluoety periormed
in their behall I'bere s Dotblibg
gompulsory in 1ts wppl.cation. Nor
douva it relate Lo the buptism of persuns
who bave not reacbed the age ol ac-
coautab:lity; for infant haptism is nul
a part of the Guspel ot Christ.

For the consideration of Lae subject,
buptism for the dead may be glasesd
under three suhjeotive beadinge: (1}
"The crdinance uof baplism usnd s es-
suntiality B8 a saving principle; (2) 1 s
universality in belng applicsble to ahi
men, living or dead; and (3} Ite vi-
carlous natore o that it van be re.
ceived by those in the flesh ip behsit
of those who have pusses tu the spint
wolkls,

Bo far 8a the first element s coc-
ocerned, no uvne acquatnied with the
history of prganism and Christiaofiy
can fur a momvnt goncede that there
is anythiog “*heathenish’® in the ordi-
uance of baptism. It is so ersentially
Christian that the Divine Master Him-
selfl iunisted upon receiviog it at the
hanus i the great Propbet, Joho the
Buptis!; and when It was admiolstered
there wa<piven thet glorious manifes.
TWation of npproval by the Father that
s withour parallel, for the bheavens
wele opened unto Jesus, “nnd He saw
the Bplrit of Qud descendlng like =
dove, apd ligbtiog upon Him: and lo,
a voice from beaven, saylng, This fe
my beloved Buo, lu wbom [ am weli
pleamed.” When Jesus went forth in
His ministry He declared that those
who recelved baptiem “justifled Gou,”?
but that they who refnsed to otiey that
ordinapce ‘‘rejected the counsel of
Gud.” In a torther emphatic ap-
nouncement of the ecapentl+dty of this
priuc ple v8 » raving urdinance, He
deglared, “Except & msn be burn of
wuter and of the 8pinr, he cannol
enter into the Kingdom of Gud,”?

Tuhis was ine Gosjel of Christ that
came from the lips of i1he Grest
Teacher Himrel!; and after He hag
been *'ol to deathh o the flesh?”? He
wae *‘'Quicken«d by 1he Bpirit,”’ by
which al-0 He went std | reached (o
those in tbe spirit world, He Intormed
His dirciples Lhut the dead sbould bear

the wvoice of the Bon of God, and by
Him **wae the Gospel preached also to
tbem that are déad.”’ It was not wb-.
otber Gospel, but that of Christ Him-
self, which was taught to thosa beyond
the grave, and which provides tog all.
There are millions of tbe buman
fumily who in the flesb bhave never
vveDn beard the name of Jeavs; but in
the spirit world, snd there alone,
oould they be reacbed by the Gozpel
messuge. A plan of salvation tbut is
adapted to the (ew, that does not open
ithe door to every belng within the
brotberboud e mmen, 18 unwourtby of
the Creator and God of the
voniverse. ‘The Gospel of the Lord
8 Dul such & plan, but it is perfect
vven as He is perfect, and reaches Lo
all bumusunity., 1o this application the
doctrine of baptism as a saving prin-
clple to thuse who are dead as well us
to the living Is an impurtant part ot
tbe glorious Gospel that is broad ue the
unlverse, and from everlasting 10 ever-
lusting. HSome may, through ignor-
apce, denominateé It as ‘*henthenish,?’
but ite very ipfinliude in briogiog
within Its embrace a1l maokiud, is
emblematic uf the perfect love of
Chriet, which Ande no exemplification
in wnytbing less illimitable or v.i-
velbbnl,

Anp to the third und fnal subdivieion
of tbe »nbjeot, its vicurious nature, the
ductrine of the living belog baptlzed
for the deau wae a1 esaentlal featore In
the early Christlan Cburch, Be weli
were 8 effects kpown wad upderstu u
that the Apostle 1?aul taught that it
vould be waniiug 1o efficacy unly when
the resurrecijon ftsell bould wil, i
the dead rise not ut a1l, sald he, why
wlv they baptized rfor the deaw? The
logic of thix js thut since the desd
rise {10 the Tresurrectivbh they have
Dved of the cHicupy of bLaplisal ue n
vaving orijuinee, and therefure Lhey
were baptized fur by tbose whu bad
through that ordinapce ‘‘pnt  un
Christ.!” But anuther point 1u regaru
tu the performing LY ene, noder the
G apel law, of work npecessary ror
anotber: Upon waoat principls does
irue Christianity, the Qospel pian
tsap bt 1o the Beripturer, wholly resi?
[¢is 0 t upon the vicarious stoneme
uf the Lord Jesus Chrisi? 'l um the
wuy, the truth, and the Jife; Do mw
cometh unto the Fatbher Lut by me.?
[t wus by the Gospel bapus .. thut He
came untu the Fatner, To ibe ueud s
well asto the livivg He preschea the
Gospel, requurlng of all meo, whether

they wWere ib the fieen our an
the spirit world, wal  they
should be born o©of waler aud

uf tive Bpirit-tbe bapll~m He receiveu,
And jun Hie great ssgrifice whelsin
He was rapsmn fur the many H.
taugbt that there gouid be Jdupe by
proxy wurk wbhich men were unab.e

te do for themselves, Tuese
are  all the featuer of baptism
ior the deud; fustend o
“welongiug or  pesteinlog 10 the

beathen,”’ they ure wooelly 'jertainluy
v Chiwt and His religion,? I'he
b gut and the eyotlst may c¢all them
heatbenisb, but the meck and lowly
Nuzarvne by precept wod exsiople
prrocltalme them otherw jse.

Un the other band, he who ssys a
Gospel law Is insuffluievt to apply to
all men, whetber in the body or ont of
It; who dJenies to mlllions who,
through the mietortune of their birth

or the agein which they lived, never
kbew the Gospel of Christ in the fle i
the right to come to 1he Father by u“;
way In whioch He came; does he pet
anpounce himeelf an anti-Obristiay
‘‘rude, ungivilized, savage, crusl, lu:
humap?—a heathen i0 very deey? in
truth apd justice there can he by
oue reply,

LET'S BE DIRECT OR QUIT,

That a straight line Is tbe shorte;t
dlstance between two polnta is as tryy
asregarde the actions of individuals ag
relsling o geometry; and it iv as true
when applied w putions as tg fndj-
vidousle. For s long time past there
has been opel und ul times Fotoug
vpposiijvn tv Chinesedn the Unitey
Siates, but more pattioularly oy the
Pacliticslupr; and the meape sought to
rid the counury of their presence bave
been uevilous, shifting aod uocertuip
whereby difficulties muliiplied apy
dangers not ureviously existing were
orought iuto existence. We are Dow
contronted with a situation, through
such wethods of uving husinews, whigp
is not enly Irksonie aud buzurdpus, by
bas already subjec'ed us mg a nationp tg
no email degree ol rivicule,

The Gesry excglusion aot g be
wloperly uetined a8 the oryatallization
uf the extreme ant-Chinese

. A DLj.
nent on the Pacilic coast; y,
whi:e the seotiment 14 Uireg
vouvugh, the measurs fself gy

a sbrauge volun of indirectness apy
vinuicliveness, Lis-vmeto have bewg
tne auvibor's deslgn w  suljeet the
nealhen to u live of lechniond proced.
ure tu which, not  being fumlijgy
sud belog  totmly lcneorant exc, L
wheu guiued by u citizen, the grezt
uisjorliy of them mant becume vietiyy,
«od Le degoned tu Chinn, The objegt
v u platn tnlng upu the Brutsuurg 5
kind ol apology for theobject. Now 4y
1L 18 right to exclude the Chlnese
~hy DUt Irame & law providig gor
BuCL purpuse ln su many WOrds, givyg

them «{ course u reasonuble t)me in
which to relile, oX porbaps in mopet
CAsws 10 Unsoltle, their affaire uny then
tu ko witnuut more auu? I we think
that by such means e now obtaty we
nre huvd winking the Chisese Lere or
at thelr lowsry home ang thog BV erL.
ing retaliatory messures, wap &Ie only
dresiving ourselves wituout Bulfigjent
vause, while the bungll v, baltiig wny
henitation charactenzing ihe Whole
business are slowly but sureiy Wwakip

us the iaughing stock of the natiyy,, 1
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THE “SILVER LINING!"

Frum the Atisntio to the Pagifie it
Is cunceded that the turniog point of
tne latest craze on fuancisl matiers
has bevd mssuredly ribuked, apny that
vvery dJay adde te the irrepressilije
activities ol the most tavored oatlon of
the ealth.

Thut a great people shuold be subjeut
lo such aberrativn, sbhvuid bLe the vie-
timse of scare and punie, and that this
should fuclade ull claskes and pro-
erslune, Including every grude of In-
telligeuce, Is surely & pnenovmenon! It
some sudden cutusirophe b .u occurred
in the nation, veetroying & iarge per-




