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LEGENDS OF THE PUEBLOS

jerewI1 new yorktori evening sun
N M oct 20

many hundreds of years ago before the
great general coronado came to nownew
mexico the pueblo of acoma wanwag the
mostmoat wonderful nod most powerful olof

all the pueblos of the southwest monMOD

in traveling toward blabin coun-
try the palm lovely mexico had
founded the pueblo on a great and
leighty megamean or tableland the table
jand or rock for it was hardly more
than an immense rock stood some
toot above the flat and level plain

tho sidesaides of the rook rose perpen-
dicularly out of theabe plain and sono

cult was it to climb that montezuma
determined when first hebe saw itis tow-
ering above we lowfew mountains or foo-
thills in the neighborhood that on the
top of it hebe would build for hishia people a
citadeli but the trouble was that so
beepsteep were the sides of the rookrock that not
one of the great leader mostmoet agile
youngjoung men could climb up them

for three days thehe wandering pueb-
los built their campfirescamp fires in the shadow
of the rookrock yet in all that time no one
had been found who could climb the
idesaides of the rock on the fourth day

after two days spent in fasting and
contemplation montezuma stretched
out his hand and smoteemote the rook with
hisbin staff and a great fissure or crack
appeared in its side and slowly we
11 asure broadened and the base of the
rookrock moved away from the base of the
motheranother rook until by nightfall the
cock that had been broken away lay

slantingplanting up against it at suchmuch an angle
that a child might crawl up it ouon its
handsbands and knee and reach the top of

theabe mesamean asan the rockreck is
ailedcalled to this day

then the men of the tribe were put
to work and soon on top of the rock
there sprung up quite a village monte
zuma lighting ane sacred lirefire in the

orof council room took with him
hlahis chiefs and all those but the families
jishe hadbad selectedrejected to found the new city
and traveled away furtherfurther to the south
bpIIding other pue bloe on hisbia way
until hebe came to the city of mexico

where hebe lived until the arrival of the
reat cortez
the nownew pueblo growgrew powerful mudand

whilevoile other pueblosoe in times of great
danger from the roving bands of apa-
ches and Nava joes who constantlycons tautly
amade life unpleasant for the pastoral
and peaceful pueblos hadbad to fly to

mountain cliff dwellings the
acoma pueblos hadbad but to man their
greatreal slanting stairway of stone this
stairwayairwayat was so very narrow that but
one man could climb up it at a time
mudand so defense was extremelyext easy

A great village sprang up on top of
itne buess and its ruins are vieille to

AIRY
one day the tribe went forth on a

errandarand huntbunt leaving only the women
jnan the village even the children the

tribe took with it on the huntbula1 1 leaving
behind withith the women but one0ne child
the daughter of the chief of the pueblo
a girl of wondrous beauty a young girl
hardly more than twelve years of age

the hunt lasted many days and the
tribe finding game not abundant jour-
neyed into the great desert here the
sunaun was very hot and uretire women and
children were nigh dead with the great
heatbeat and thirst in answer to the
prayers of the wisewine men of the tribe a
great rain fell and the lives of theabe
women and children were saved

but the rain that saved the lives otof
the wanderers wrought havoc upon theabe
pueblo of acoma and when the hun-
ters loaded down with game returned
to their home they found that the
water bad undermined the rocky stair-
way and dashed it to the ground
they called to the women in the vil-
lage and they came and wept and
would have thrown themselves from
the great height to the plain below

in time the tribe built for itself an-
other village on the top of another
tableland some distance away but
never were tbabea most agile of the young
men able to scale theabe walls of the en
obantada mesa to render assistance to
the women imprisoned on top of it
many tried for the chief hadbad offered
the band of his beautiful daughter to
the young man who could save her
but all fell baellback and none succeeded
and many fell to the plain and were
killed

the girl grew to beibe a woman and
every morning at sunrise and every
anightight at sunset they could see her on
her knees with her face to the sungun
praying with herbar beautiful hair gently
wawaving in the quiet breezesbreezer antimein time

thebe women who hadbad been left on the
table land died and were seen no more
for they hadbad sinned and were therefore
but morta but the young girl bad
never sinned and was immortal and
death never came to her and until
this day she lives in the solitary pueblo
81andnd at every sunrise and at every sun-
setat she isin to be seen upon her knees
praying and it you call out to her
and then listen for a few seconds you
may hear her voice repeating your
words therefore the pueblos of acoma
call the table laudland the mesamass macban
tada which means the enchanted
mesa

on the other side of the riobio grande
neardear pena blancke tois the very small
pupuebloeblo of boohitCoohit and it is here that
oneODO may see the great sealed cave and
the blessed sign of the hand many
yearsyearsagoago there lived in this cave a
great giant he was taller than the
mountaim and with one handband hebe
would hurlburl great rooksrocks weighing over
fifty tons from him a distance aso far
and with such great force that ththe eye
could not follow the flight of the mass
of rock nor make out the spot where it
finally wastedwanted its power and fell to the
ground when hebe was thirsty be drank
of the river until the fish lay panting
for breath high and dry on the parched
river bottom and lorfor hisbis evening
meal hebe devoured three full sized men
and one maiden occasionally when
hungry adding with gusto a fowfew
young infantelu fanto

the giant was naturally the fear and
terror of the whole country andana was
fast de populating it rhedin answer to
a prayer to heavenan angel ownscame down

i and sealed the mouthmout of thehe cave sodo

that butbat a little space remained
att the veryTOY top of tho mouth or a
cave and althoalthough the giant waswa
very strong and the rookrock which the
angel hahadd pushed in front of the aacave
weighed very little more than seven orbt
eight tons the giant could not movemovel
and soBO he was starved to death

since then every pueblo indian who
hasbaa passed by the cave has thrown in
ron t of it a small stick or twig or aoah
and once every year the indiansindiana have
a great dance in front of the cave and
with great ceremonies and jollifica-
tion 1 burn the pile of brush that hasbaa
abcaccumulatedmutated during the year in front
of the cave one may still see the
mouth of the cave and the great stoneatone
that was rolled in front of it by the
angel and by climbing up onan a
frlenda shoulder peer through the
open space into the great cave but
nothing tois to be seen but dardarknessknesy and
nobody can roll the stone away

when the spaniards conquered nownew
mexico they put the indiansindiana to work
in the mines so hungry were the
newcomers for gold and silver that
daily men and women dropped dead in
the mines and not even time was
given to them in which to sateat or sloopsleep
finally in 1680 the indiana
revolted and drove their malleloas
masters from the country and killed
markymany of them and thehe wise
men of the tribe sealed the mouths of
the mines and concealed them so that
should the spaniards return they
would not again be able ta findana them
and aamong the mines closed by the
wise men basonewas one near wherewhen
much gold hadbad been found and wherewhen
many men aandnd women hadbad died in
mining it for the conquering PM

pope himself the leader of the great
revolution came to xochitl to close the
mine here A great stone was rolled
to the mouth of it and when all hadbad
been concealed pope stretched out hiabin
handband and gently pushed the stoneatone into
the mouth of the mine and as he
did so hebe felt the stone sink into itself
in front of his finger ends and swoonseen
his tourfour fingers and his thumb werewece
burledburied in the rookrock and
withdrew hisbis fingers after the rookrock hadbad
been put in place the poodlepeople saw with
great wonder that the fingers bad
jugdug into the rock and that the imprint
were left As the indians then saw
them any one who will may seeam them
to this day the distinct impression
four fingers and a thumb with theghe
lines of the Afingers traced uuponpock the hardbard
rook as if done with a chisel

the spaniards when they returned
to conquer again never discovered
their minesminem but only recently gold
was found within a few miles of
pueblo and hundreds of miners are
now at work in the district

of all the pueblos of nownew mexico
nambe situated in a most beautiful
valley only a short distance from santa
fe is one of the smallest once upon
a time yearsyeara ago it waswaa large and
powerful but when 1I visited it a few
months ago there were only a very few
more than a score of indiansindiana in the
whole village it was on a friday
that I1 sawmaw the pueblo and what waa
most surprising was that at the mid
day meal the indians who profess to
be great catholics were eating
and abt fish

JLitt wasso not that there was no fishfigh to


