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.ed for deeds done in the flesh while
here upon the earth.

Kindly accept our best wishes and
warmest love for you all. Invoking
God’s richeet bleseings upon you, with
health, peace and happiness, we are
sincerely your friends and co-laberers
4n the just cause of truth,

Geo. H. AND LAURA FISHER,

Box 410, HonoluJu, Hawailan Isles.

LEGENDS OF THE PUEBLOS.

| New York Evening Sun.]

IsLETA PuEBLO, N. M., Oct. 20.—
Many hundreds of years ago before the
great General Coronado came to New
Mexico, the pueblo of Acoma was the
most wonderful aocd most powerful ot
.all the pueblos of the southwest. Mon-
tezuma, in traveling toward bis coun-
try, the palm-lovely Mexico, had
founded the pueblo on a great and
mighty mesa or tableland. The table-
land or rock, for it was hardly more
than an immense rock, steod some 700
feet above the flat and level plain.

The sides of the rock rose perpeu-
dicularly out of the plain, and so uiffi-
cult was it to climb that Montezums
determined, when first he paw it tow-
.ering above the few mountains or foot-
hills in the meighborhcod, that on the
top ot it he would build for his people a
citadel,  Bub the trouble was that 8o
sateep were the eides of the rock that not
one of the great leader’s most agile
young men could climb up them.

For three days the wanaering Pueb-
los built their campfires in the shadow
of the rock, yet in all that timme no one
bhad been found who could elimb the
sides of the rock, On the fourth day,
after two days spent in fasting and
contemplation, Montezuma stretched
out his hand and smote the rock with
his stafl, and a great fissure or crack
appeared in its side, and elowly the
fiseure broadened and the baseof the
rock moved away from the base of the
mother rock until by mnightfall the
rock that had been broken away lay
slanting up against it at such an aogle
that a cbild might crawl up it on its
bhands and kpeeg, and reach the top of
ghe Mesa lEnchantada, as the reck is

.oalled to this day.

Then the men of the lribe were put
to work, and soon on top of the rock
there sprung up quite a village. Monte-
zuma, lighting the sacred fire in the
estups or council room, took with him
his chiefs and all those but the families
he had selected to found the new city,
.and traveled away further to the soutn,
building other pueblos on his way,

until he came to the City of Mexico,
where he lived until the arrival of the
great Cortez,

The new pueblo grew powerful, and
while other Pueblog, in times of great
danger from the roving bands of Apa-
ches and Navajoes who constautly
made litfe unpleasant for the pastoral
and pesceful Pueblos, had to fly to
their mountlain cliff dwelliogs, the
Acoma Pueblos bad but to man their
greal slanting stairway of stone, Thie
stairway was 50 very narrow that but
one man could elimb up it at a time,
and so defense Was exireme'y easy.

A great vilisge sprang up on top of
ine wess,and 18 ruins are visible to-
day.

Onpe day the tribe went forth on a
grand bunt, leaving only the women
4in the village. XEven the children the

tribe took with it on the hunt, leaving
behind with the women but one child,
the deughter of the chief of the pueblo,
a girl of wondrous beanty, a young girl
bardly more than twelve years of age.

The hunt lasted many days, and the
tribe finding game oot abundant, jour-
neyed into the great desert. Here the
sun was very hot, and tire women and
children were nigh dead with the great
heat and thirst, In answer to Lhe
prayers of the wise men of the tribe a
great rain fell, and the lives of the
women and children were saved.

But the rain that savea the lives of
the wanderers wrought havoc upon the
pueblo of Acoma, and when the hun-
ters, loaded down with game, returned
to their home they found that the
water had undermined the rocky stair-
way and dashed it to the ground.
They called to the women in the vil-
lage, and they came and wept and
would have thrown themselves irom
the great beight to the plain below.

In time the tribe built for itself an-
other village on the top of anolber
tableland some distance away, but
never were the most agile of the young
men able to scale the walls of the En-
chantada Mesa to render assistance to
the women imprisoned on top of it.
Many tried, for the chief had offered
the band of his beautiful daughter to
the young man who could save her,
put all fell baek and mone succeeded,
and many fell tothe plain and were
killed.

The girl grew to be a woman, and
every morning at sunrise and every
night at suneet they could see her on
her knees with her face fto the sun
praying,with her beautitul halr gentiy
waving in the guiet breezes. In time
the women who had been left on the
table land died and were seen no more,
for they had sinned and were therelore
but mortai; but the young girl had
never sinned and was.immortal, and
death never came to her. And until
this day she livesin thesolitary puebloy,
and at every sunrise and at every sun-
set she is to be seen upon her Kknees
praying. And it you call out to her
and then listen for a few seconds you
may hear her voice repeating your
words, Therefore the pueblos of Acoma
call the table land the Mesa Enchan-
tada, which means the enchanted
mesa.

On the other gide of the Rio Grande,
pear Pena Blancke, is the very small
pueblo of Cochiti, and itis here that
one may see the great sealed cave and
the blessed gign of the hand. Many
years ago there lived in this cave a
yreat giant, He was taller than the
mountaine, and with one hand he
would hurl great rocks weighlng over
fifty tons frum him a distance so far
and with such great force that the eye
could not follow the flight of the mass
of rock nor make out the spot where it
finally wasted its power and fell to the
ground, When he was thirsty he drank
of the river uptil the fish lay panoting
for breath high and dry on the parched
river bottom, and for his evening
meal he devoured three full:sized men
and one maiden, occasionally, when
hungry, adding with gusto a few
young infante,

The giant was naturally the fear and
terror of the whole covuntry, and was
fast depopulating it when,in answer to
a prayer to heaven,anangel camedown
and sealed the mgouth of the cave, 80

that but a little space remained
at the very top of the mouth of the
cave, And although the glant was
very strong and the rock which the
angel had pushed in frost of the cave
welghed very little more than seven or
8ight tons, the giant could not move it,
and so he wag starved to death.

Bince then every Pueblo Inaian who
has passed by the cave has thrown in
ront of it a small stick or twig or bush,
And once every year the Indians have
a great dance in front of the cave and,
with great ceremonies and jollifiea-
tion, burn the pile of brueh that has
accumulated during the year in front
of the cave, Opne may siill see the
mouth of the cave und the great stone
that was rolled in front of it by the
angel, and, by eclimbing up on a
iriend’s shoulder, peer through the
open space into the great cave, But
nothing is to be seen but darkness, and
nobody can roll the stone away,

When the Spaniards conquered New
Mexico they put the Indians to work
In the mines. Bo bhungry were the
newcomers for gold and gsilver that
daily men and women dropped desd In
the minee, and pot even time was
given to them In which to eat or sleep.
Finally, in 1680, the Indians
revolted and drove their malicious
masters from the country and killad
mapy of them, And the wise
men of the tribe sealed the mouths of
the mines and concealed them go that,
should the Bpaniards return, they
would not again be ableté fina them.
And among the mines closed by the
wise men wasone near Cochiti, where
much gold bad been found, and where
many men and women had died in
mining it for the conquering Bpan-
iards, i

Pope himself, the leader of the great
revolution, came to Cochiti to close the
mine here. A great stone was rolled
to the mouth of ity and when all had
been concealed, pope stretched out his
hand and gently pushed the stone into
the mouth of the mine. And as he
did so he felt the stone sink into itself
in front of his finger ende, and soon
his four fingers and his thumb were
burled in the rock. And when he
withdrew his fingers after the rock bad
been put in place the people saw with
great wonder that the fingers had
dug into the rock and that the imprint
were left. As the Indians them saw
them any one who will may see them
to this day, the distinct impressions of
four fingers and a thumb, with the
lines ot the fingers traced upon the hard
rock, as if done with & chisel.

The Bpaniards, when they returned
to conquer again, never discovered
their mines, but only recently gold
was found within a few miles of Cochiti
Pueblo and hundreds of miners are
now at work in the distriet.

Of all the pueblos of New Mexico,
Nambe, situated In & most beautiful
valley only ashortdistance from Santa
Fe, is one of the emallest. Once upon
a time, yeara ago, it was large and
powerful, but when I visited ita few
months ago there were only a very few
more than a secore of Indians in the
whole village. It was cn a Friday
that I saw the pueblo, and what was
most surprising was that at the mid-
dey meal the Indiane, who profess to
be great Catholics, were ealing meat
and not fish,

1t was not that there was no fleh to




