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ABOUT LIFE IN THE LAKE.

I have read with much interest the
report of Prof, J, E, Tolmage’s re.
searches io Salt Liake, one reason hein
that I myself predioted that life wou
be found there, .
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THE DESERET WEEELY.

water “a curfous Jitte thing that wan
alive’ and wunted to kmow if [ did
not wamt a bottie of them sent East for
examination.

As to ralslng flsh in the Liake, I
ipk Prof. Talmage’s coneervalirm
well founded. Buch n thing could be

““In the winter of 1880, my iirel sesspn | doD€ 0nly by gradusl adaptation to the

jn this city, and before I had visited
the Lake, I had eeveral interesting
conversations in regard to it with au
iptelllgent girl of thie oity, who had
often immersed herself {n the brize
pond. Bbeinsisted that no life could
he found there, I inpsisted that
sighrimpe’’ might and probably wouid
he found theres. My dedunction waa
bascd Lpon experiments made in
Russis and reported by J. Y. Bergen
in a volume on “The Dsvelopment
Theory.”> It may be interesting in
this copnection to reproduce what waa
said, It e as follows: ’

#[n the summer of 1871, Bchmankie-
witach, n Russian paturallat, noticed
that Arlemia arictina (a sort of brine
shrimp} fonnd in sajt water pools,
changed ite form saccerding to the
greater or leas ealtneas of the water.
In summer, when the wnter was mont
salt, there was a relardation of growth,
which was the more mathed the
higher the temperature, and the salter
the wuter bLecame. When, near the
end of suthtier, the heavy rains sel in
and the lemperature decremsed, the
Artemia became larger and fost tis red
and gray color; so that the November
and the July broode diftered essentinlly
in elze And color. Bebmankiewitsch
then bred the brineshrimps artifictally.
In one vesrel he gradually ia.
creared the pajtness of the wa-
ter tn  Dletween four and five
times that of ordinsry sea-water;
in anotber vesnaj he reduced the sait-
nes8 ¢onsldersbly below that of sea-
water; #a0d In hoth of the soriee of
polotioli® 80 prepared he reared several
gener:tions, Sach mnew generation
lived in 8 solutionof a siremgth or of
a dilutlon sugh us the vreceding gener-
utlon cobld hardly have endured. The
new broods of brine-shrimps! remred
In selulions of varylug strength difter-
ed greatly from each other, as wetl an
from those {p the original ponl,
Behmankiewitach also noticed that in
warm weasther the femniss both in the
stronger and in the wesaker solutions
reproduced without being feriilized.
The femnles hatched from sueh unfer-
tilized ¢gRs themselves in turn pro-
duced & brood of femules only. Maies,
only, otcutred in water of medium
strength. Then, in the spring, nfter the
brine bad beoome suddenly freshened
by bheavy rains, abhpormal males wers
produced.  But the two lending forms

that Behmaukiewitech obtaipsd have
heretofore bepn
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that here In 8 olear cuse of mahicas
tlone sufficlent tg carry ap animnl
él;ao[:?]a v;':];;t ":m"“ﬂﬂ Iank ns one
. what they eall abother
gel._lil;’ la” taking place by the increase
?I:Orezlrll]:a:lo?d of salt in the wnter,
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purature.” by varlations of tem
I regurd this ag o
¥ interesling ex-
Eeﬂ\::w;r’n blology, and I want to add
Z t l;;n Yerification of my prediction
i?nke thnv:omd be found in the Balt
m: iu the :he Indy referred lo wrote to
5" he Eu Bmer of 1889, while | was
2 8L, thet shw hiad found In the

¢nvironment, nod as all ocean fish
shrink under suli in death, so all live
ccean flsh would diminish In ajze ne
they became adaipted to the water of
our Balt Liake, It wouldt require such
la change as the Iiuseian, with the
herrible name gquotled above, saw
taking place In the shrimpa upon
which he experimented.

A question that comes tn as to the
possibility of raising fish 1n the Lake
is their food. I{f my memory is
straight, Prof. Talmage says thers is
abundernce of animnl food in the Liake
for flsh that llke that diet. But the
shad nod eome of onr best food fish
are vegctarians, and I presume they
would fare badly in the Lake umntil
they oould be degraded to puch a Jevs)
that they ¢ould live on Jordan river
swill from the Balt Liake sewers! The
garp, however, {a a dirty bird, eo to
apeak, and If he bas & eait water proto-
type he oughtto pet fat in the Lake,
especially neir the mouth of the Jor-
dap, which be would be sure to fnd
very scon.

But the fellow who reported Frof.
Talmage iu one of your con-
temporaries was a8 chump. He
thought fiab that was raised in salt
waler would be so Lhoroughly. salted
that it **wouldn’t spoil ln any climate,??
like bolled Milwaukee beer, while the
fact fa a fiah from thasocean willffapoil”
as quickly &s one from Liake Buperior.
In facta trout from the Neeplgon river
or n white-fish from “the Boo’® raplds
will ¥keep®? Jonger in rummer thun a
macherzl, a shad, or n blue fish caught
in the same latitude on the comst.

CHARLES ELLIS,

AMID ETERNAL ICE.

It sevms imposaible for » Polar expe-
dition to remsin any Jength of time

amid the icy barriers without bhaving
some sort of mystery connecled with
its explolts, such mystery In almost
every case Involvlog buman llfe, It
iu scareely to be wondered at that men,
plunged into a climate with which
they can never appimilate and sur-
rounded by conditiors =0 greatiy at
variance with anything in thely pre-
viour experience or even dreamed of,
whould now and then *“lose their
beads? und say and do strange, nnu-

known ms two differsnt |

sual things; yet this does not fully if at
all account for some of ths mysterious
disappearances which huave contrib-
ted to the terrors of the frozen zone,

d HBranchipus; 80| hemwelves sursly ample encugh for sl

| purposes without such contribution,

|

The case of John M. Verhoefl is one
of fhe strangeast in the annals of
Arctie exploraticn. He wenl out
witbout the Peary party Iasl year
and when the rcoent reltef expedition
reached the point where the party
disembarked and were  rescued,
Verhoefl was not with them. Inquiry
resuited in nothing satisfactory, the
ouly ipformation given belngz thal,
relying on his =abllily to become
homogeneous with the Esguimaux, he
had wandered of with that object in
vluw. Another aceount {8 that the
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traditional ‘“woman in the case*?
Hzures, that he and Mra, Peary could
not get along together, and becanse of
ihis he left the camp and started off
on foot In guest of other quarters,
But when the lost man’s eiater met
Captain Peary on his return to Phiiz-
Jelphis, with tenrs in her eyes begging
bim to tell her where her brother had
gone, how and why, the only reply
wrR that he was a dJdeserter and
therefore neither the goverpment
nor Lthe Academy of Bciences
war under sny ohijgations re=
garding bim. There would seem
in thie an indiflerence hordering on
heurtlesspess, aud it only rerves to
render the situation more cloudy and
complicated.

The Iast thal was seen of Verhoeft
was on the 13th of last August at the
head of MeCormiok’s bay. At this
polnt the crnithologist of the expedi-
tion, Liangdon Glihson, was shooting
birds for hia collection, apd the two
met. Verhoef! sald he was going lo
an Erquimanz settlement some twenty
miles distant. This Gibson trled to
dissuade him from d ing, telling him
{be aeitiement wns dessrted, RBut all
to no purpose. The young man set cut
on hie journey nfoot and alone, hoving
huit three duys’ ratione and belng thin-
Iy clothed. Here it would seem war a
trail wkioh tf the relfef party had felt .
#o disposed might have been success.
fully followed; but it was not, and the
man bas been loft to whatever fate he
may have encountered in that awfuliy
sterije and forbiduing land,

There 13 surely enough that iz terri=
ble in a trip to the frigid zone without
adding tho whful zacrifice of life; yet
terrible as it all ia, there la little Joubt
that exploring partieafcllowed in regu-
Inr order by relief partles will con-
tinue with at least as mueh frequency
abd perelstency as herelofore. When-
ever & few hardy and venturesome
men Wwith a scientlfic turn of mind
inke s notiop lo esaay an atteok
im force upon the forbidien vircum-
polar regions, the nDecessary mooey
w always fortheoming, sometimes
from ygovernmmenis, rometimes (rom
ingividuals and not inofrequent-
ly from beoth. The desire among
intellegtual portion of ~ man-
kind to break cpen the barred gates of
the north and bscome familiar with
the terra inocognifa behind them 18 so

irregistible  that when one clase
wiil underiake the tssk, another
class s always ready with the

menna for carrylog on the work, not-
withstanding the fact that siuce the
firat expedition down to that of
Lieut, Peary the same dreary tale of
sorrow, suffering, death and tallure
baw been boroe haok to the homes fromn
whence they depnried.

READ THE SCRIPTURES.

IT 13 not a new Lhing to use a4 a
{plegraph code quotatlons from the
Bible wund other works that are uni-
versally ulstributed and widely known.
The Qool Book 18 so il of felicitous
expresaions suitable to any emergency
or condftion, *tnat §ts pagea are fre-
quently resorted to by correspondents
as supplring mwore briefly and in
plainer language than they thermselves
are master of, elothing for the thoughts
they wish to convey, An Insiance in
point ie gited Ly the Electrical Keview,




