
will loveloveththee gospel of jesusjlasu s christ 1 only let it
understand right ffrom wrong and thenethere willivill be
nothing but the gospel in that iboldchild if besetwe set a

r
proper example before our sons and dauedaugdaughtersoilgligaiters

the gospegospel will be manifested through all their ac-
tions and there will be no evil desire in them

I1 want to know the bounds of my prerogatives
in the priesthood and never want to go beyond
those bounds I1

prest B youngI1 shall I1 give them to youyoua
yes I1 want to know them if is better for a

mahmannan to run a little behind the line than to have
him go0 bebefore it I1 know therethene are some things
that I1 can hayandsay andond do and there are things that
br brigham can say and do that I1 cannot ifit isis
not my prerogative

here are br brigham br heber and br wells
the first presidency thenthin there are the twelve
then right behind them come the seventies and tilethe
high Priests two mighty bodies of men whose
business it is to act under the direction of the two
first quorumsquorumqu z then come the elders priests
TeateachersFlers andru acobs who constitute the organ-
ization of the priesthood in the church and whowiio

to assist inin preparing the way for jesus
to come we are all whowild magnify their calling
anat priesthood trying to prepare a pepeopleogieogle for his
comingtl to purge out those that are filthy jandand to
put away every evil and wrong from us and to
prepare for the greater weightgh of glory that is to
come

in order to do0 this wewe are under the necessity of
chastising and the greatest proof to me that there
isis a man standing at the headheid who holds comma
niondion with god isis to see men receive crastichastisementement
in the spirit of humility Wwithout a murmur and
be satisfied that it is fortor their good

mybly opinion was before I1 received the gospelgospe

andandas13 tilethe same now that tilethe man liollowhoiio has the
hardihood and boldness to rebuke his brethren and
to tell them of their faults and of their errors is
a man of god brethren I1 want to get rid of my
errors

br brigham said todayto day when ilehe addressed
you that liehe wanted those who stand up to in
instruct the saints to say something worth hear-
ing and hence there has been within mime a feeling
of extreme diffidence when arising to address you
not only todayto day but on many other occasions fortori
there is not in me the power and wisdom to bring
out great principles before the saints but br
brighambri lamiam and br heber can I1 feel a delicacy in

d
sstandingta before such a vastast multitude as are here
present knowing that there are many bright
minds in this congregation

some thinkthick they couldfould say a good deal if they
could have the privilege of coming uponunon this
stand but when they come here every thing

I1
seems

to be shut out from their minds and ththeyey can
scarcely sayy a wordvord the vast amount of intel-
lect of knowledgen0 riepievied ge that this people possess oftenof tented
timeslimes throws persons who speak before them into
great confusion I1

it is the most peculiar placelace the most delicate
situation that a man can beee placed ininy and henceclience

I1 say that thethic simpler a man is tilethe better 0on
this very account it is that I1 am contending with
myself all the time and endeavoring to be pointed
in my sayings fotfo I1 donotdo not want to go round about
but to say things just as they are

when I1 retain the spirit of god when that
light is in me which was with jesus in all his
ccounselings atsuch times all the beingsbe ingslugs upon the
face of the earth would not intimidate me but
with a mortal tabernacle we are subject to the
weaknesses of mortality to communicate in-
telligencetelligence to this people unless god first com-
municatesmunicates to merna is impossible but when heile does
inspire me with his spirit and I1 speak the Uthingseings
right out nobody need find any fault and if they
do it cannot be helped for we must speak thatth t
which the spirit dictates

I1 once knew a little boy whowiio was in the habit
ofor being whipped by his mother when he went to
bed in nordertoorder to make him go to sleep and he be
came so habituated to the whipping that he could
not go to glealesleepsleepep without ityitiit and he would say
mother come and whip me 1l I1

I1 do not desire to be of that classdass but desire to
so live aass to be able to disdiscerncerr true intelligence
and present it before the people in a way that
they can all understand

br brighamBrigliamllam told rneme to get up here and say
something I1 have done borboyso and will now tell
you that my all is invested in thistins kingdom it is
auall for the establishment of the church of jesus
christ of letterlatter day saints not gold nor
silver nor thethem perishable things of this world are
invaluable to me such articles willI1 perish and
molder away but those imperishable treastreasuresrs
that can never be destroyed tiletiie inestimable riches
that god has put into my possessionposses sionBion for these
my life rymy good viwillilllil my faith my prayers and
all thet I1 canran do and possess are devoted to the
establishment oaof righteousnessrighteous nes and the buildingbuild togLOg

up of the kingdom of god on the earth all my
substance and every faculty which god liasliar given

meine are subject to the word of br BrBrigighaniharn

when a man thus surbursurrendersrenders himself hisiris family
hisins means and everything lie controls to the ser-
vants of god whwhatatvillwill helie have in return we
havelave left allal and havebave come off into these valleys

in thehe midst of tilethe rocky mountains and what
shall wexe have as al jesus said 14 there is

no man that hathbath leftleot or parents or breth-
ren or wife or children for the hkingdom ofpf Ggodsodo
sake who shallshail not receive manifold more in tillsthis

presentresentI1 time andabd iain the word to come life evereter
Ffastingfiory 11 bethereTsle there notrotrnotot a compensation hereliere pro

miselniinil there is
a key when the devil comes to you

and asks you if you want to serve godgd tell him

that itif is none 0of his business and that will bluff
off the devil

brlir kimball has said that if I1 had not beenbean gicksick

I1 should havelave died and I1 dont know but I1
should I1 believe it haslips allailal been for my good and

I1 can truly say1 I1 have not felt BOso well for many
years 6as 1I have felt since I1 recovered froimybrorn my
sickness last january when a knaninanmoanroan is sick if

the mind is uneasy it injures the body since I1

havelave got yell I1 have mide a practice of sittlullur

down contemplating and holding communion
with god and my own heart and I1 do feel and
know I1 am aann heir of salvation and I1 do not
mean that any enemies shall take this hope and
assurance away from me

I1 have thought somesometimeslimes that I1 would never
diedia tilli had been to europe when we went to
quincy afterlafter we were mobbed out of missouri
and a bumbarnumber of brethren were selected to go on
missions I1 recollect what br brigham said oilon that
occasion heile remarked if they did yolot go and
preach they will apostatize I1 do not know but
ilehe made tiletha rremarkemark in my presence for my ben-
efit

well we had just survived the bloody
eions of missouri and had got into illinois and were
all as a church mouse ever was aandrid many
of us felt almost disheartened we had neither cow
nor ox nor borsehorse not one in twenty of us buthut
the people were humane enough to take us in and
assist us 1a little

finally however the people of illinois became
hostile and would not let us live in theirthir midst
and we were foicey to seek a home inn the midst
of these mountains and for one I1 feel to rejoice
hatthat I1 am here in thistilis healthy clicilclimatemaie buthut as a

canadian would say this is not a poor mans
couilcoullcountrytry but I1 believe that it is the bestliest place oilon
earth for this people at tilethe present time

br Brigham has redeemed his word in bring-
ing tilethe people here for he said ilehe would lead this
people toato a healthy climate we are here jnin the
midst of these peaceful valleys and mountains
and I1 do not believe that we shall evereceever be driven
from

1
liere if we do right nevernevernono never

I have no trouble about tillsthis for I1 have been
in the midst of mobsfobs and they once held a coun-
cil and determined to murder me and my family5
but the lord turned away their angerauger this was
in missouri they demanded our arms but the
brethren said they would not give them uupP tthath t
they would boosoogoonernerdiediedle I1 said brobrethrenthren I1 am
the captain of this company and you should lis-
ten to me and to my counsel and give up your
armsarm they did so and by and by the hearts of
tlthosaoveremen were melted they were kentuckiansKentuck ians
who had been called upon to assist the mob and
they came to us and said we will pay you for
your arms when the war is over no doubt
tiley talked the matterinf atter over audand saidsald these are
good people therefore let us pay them for their
arms at any rate they paidpaki down the money
but we had to use stratagem

I1 do not wantcantloto detain you brethren and sis-
ters but I1 do rejoice that we are in these valleys
where there isrlis nothing to induce our enemies to
come and drivendriveuss we do not presume that theytiley
will comecoma unless they are paid for coming andiaand if
they ever do come itiswis my earnest prayer that I1
may hebe filled withmith thetho holy ghostghost then per
adventuread venture I1 shall want to barrycarry ahe flag and be
foremost in putting our enemies to flight but
ifinthisthis people willwilt retain the spirit of god and
keep fanning the flame of the morWorreformationmationmatlon
that is in them our enemies will not come to dis-
tress us we shall not be molested for no power
can disturb us so long as wowe are faithful

may god bless us all and preserve us upon the
earth and continue our usefulness until we havellave
redeemed our families and friends till we all are
broughtrought up and fitted for his presence which is
my prayer inhi the name of jesus Clchhistchristirist amen 1
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I1 know brethren and sistersisters thatchatiI ought to
feel thankful and I1 dedo feel thankfulthanktaital that I1 have the
privilege of standing in the congregation odtheof the
saints of god and of enjoying the privileges
which we enjoybenov to be fed andio be inspired by
tiletiie words of life which flow from the servants of
god unto us ffromrom this stanistand from time to time and
wherever the servants of god address us whenwilen
our ears are open to hearbear I1 know that I1 have
stood righttight here in this place and enjoyed more
light morecore joy more of the holy spirit and a
greater9reater dezreedecree of comfort to my heart and light to
my mind than in any other place that I1 remember
having been in on the earth and I1 know I1 auought

11
ht

to feefeel1 so todayto day and it ought to be so with
every fervant of god who esteems the blessings
and privileges of the gospel letting alone havinghavin gr

the privilege of standingsM as a sainadjin andadd as aan
eibelrdrd r in israel

I1 will tell you why I1 enjoyed the most happi-
ness and comforcomfortthereliere it was on myray return
frofrommmmy mission in 1853 it was the first time I1
bad hnhad tletile opportunity of meeting with the saints
in the valley I1 remember that br bluham and
br kimball talked oilon that occasion and I1 thouthought11

glat

in my heart whanwhen I1 looked in at the doors and
saw them that if god would help me and if I1
coullcouil obtain his spirit to enable me to be humble
and ffaithfulailliaal that I1 would be diligent everoverlookinglooking
for that spirit that I1 would endeavor to be wor-
thy to be numbered among that people whom they
spoke of that I1 would never sin again nor com
plainslain of any duty that was laid upon mime when
I1 came in I1 was kindly asked to speak my feelings
and I1 know that this thought came into my mind
I1 havechave been gone aalong time and my brethren are
notrot acquainted wittiwith me but I1 stand before my
friends before those that are worthy to be called
saints I1 realized at that time that I1 was herelitre to
be weighed to be tested and I1 thothoughttight that I1 re-
alized that I1 had made many crooked paths and
yet while I1 was abroad I1 had sought to honorlionor the
name of god and I1 believed that these my breth-
ren would be able to see into my heart that they
would know whether the right spirit voswas ilii dledieme
I1 felt a degree of trembling and I1 cannot but feel
so whenever I1 arise up before them but there was
a power and spirit surrounded me then that I1 have
never felt sinceshim I1 knew thatbathat I1 was before a peo-
plepl who had thathe searching influence of theibe holy
ghost iniri them

1 I1 want 6to bsbe willi that people and to havelave that

J
spirit with meyomelomelodayme todayto day and lomolotomorrowto momorrowarow anaaaaand I1 wantVlinilint

to be willing while I1 ddwellwellinin thisthil tabernacle joto
be judged by them and to be reproved inasmuch
admy brethren see that it is necessary for me to
receive such chastisement at their hands

although I1 have been silent yet I1 have sought
and prayed to i etainretain in my mind the doctrines and
principlesprincprinciplesirles that I1 have heard truly they are sweet
tilethe tthingslings I1 havehamehaye heard from br kimball and his
associates in the council oeare sweet dortheyfor they filled
my soul with joy and I1 feel thatthatisif we who heardheald
them could treasure them up there j value to
be put upon themtham and I1 can say isamaans with
regard to the good instructions we baiehave received
this winter in this tabernacle and it has been
with this view that I1 have prayed that I1 mightt iexe
member them antiand keep them in mind that whonwhen
peradventure I1 might be called again to go forth
to the rationsnations I1 might be able to carry those words
of life with me that with my brethrenbrethbrethrenrep I1 might
be able to do some good that our spirits might be
so pure our hearts so clean that the loidlord burgodour godgoi
would deign in the proper times and seasonssea ons to
pour out the holy ghost upon us and bring to
our remembrance the doctrines andang principles that
we have had taught us the past wintervV inter that those
who might be hungering and thirsting after right-
eousness mmightigh t be filled through 0ourur instrumen-
tality I1

I1 havebavebave endeavored to layjay thesethebe thingsillings before the
people where I1 have been called to minister forfurtvr
I1 appreciate them far above thipthephe nichesriches of the
earth I1 have thoughtthou I1 ht and asked myself the ques-
tiontio n a greatreat many ttimesimes have I1 got ears to hearbear
aandd ddoagiI1 givelveive attention to those things tbt mienieaueare
taught do I1 live by them do I1 retain them
as the bibleadead of life for my individual salvationsalvati
where are our ears where are our hearts that
we do not understand and liliveve ouroar religion

when prophets speakpeak to the people their words
are more clear and more to the understanding than
tilethe written word and I1 feel that nopo prophets ever
spoke more cclearlyearly moremoro forcibly nor more to the
understanding in any agee of the world than hasbai
been kenen untoto us ttheie past winter if we lihaveve
ears to hearbear and hearts to understand 1I believe
that doctrine revelation and co ats have
come to us which if we abide in and endeavor
to carrycany out we shall soon prepare ourselves for
the society of other beingsbeins

if we never were to have anymore revelationreverevolalion
given unto taslis other than that which hashalhasteenbeebbeen
given us if we could J e faitfalt IVul and observe
what has already been givenwen thewe counsels that
have beerileen alreadyaheady impiimpartedliW we mmight esteem our
salvation very certain

I1 have taken pleasure in bearingbiring testimonytestimony of
the virtue and holiness of the ieivancs of god
and in recommending their counsels to the boria
and to the saints this h-asliasilas been my mission
when I1 have been called upon Jolepeakoepeakspeak I1 have
borne of what I1 have heepbeep taughtr by my
brethren and by the holy ghost iI1 have not
got uptin and selected a kissage of scripture io
preach a sermon from onlyvily as I1 have beenbeell led to

mepassagesass awesages when addressing tilethe poppeoplelebutbut I1 havhave
done the most good in bearing teiteptestimonysimony in favor
of my brethren and of tilthee spirit that has ever
been with them and also of the work of the last
days

by puiputpursuingsuing this course I1 have had power to
bring some to a knowledge of the truth JI1 have
deligdeiladelightednied in doing this and I1 cannot but think
todayto day that the baphappiest I1 ever occupied
was that of seeking to0 wintwinisouls for the kingdom
of god I1 felt thus when I1 was engaged in the
work

if we have ears and those ears are openopelandopenanddnaindana
if we have hearts and our desires have been to
live by the wordwords thatthatthethe spirit hashag taught us
we shall neverdever go astray it is not aloneallnealone br
kimball who speaks but it is the holy ghost
speaking through him and who hearhearss him who
hears br brigham and who hears those men that
are filled with thetile holy ghost their words are
the revelations of the lord our god unto us

when men enjoy that spirit it brings things
right home to them it enlarges the mind and
though the things taught may appear simple and
easy to be understood yet those simple things
when uttered by tilethe power of the spirit from onn
high illuminate heminathehe mind and increase the under-
standingsstanding I1I1

whenn we see our past errors the darkness we
have been in the crooked paths we havehav2 made
we ought to6 reslresyresolveolve never to do wron aagainainaln I1
do feel so and when crossing the plains comincoming
home I1 have thought if I1 could navehave the krivigprivi-
lege of enjoying thelle society of my bretbrethrenhrenbren of
listening to their listinstructionsi I1 would flevernever sinsin
any more nor do anything to bring the censure
of my brethren upon me

if their words abide in me and if they abide in
this people so that ake holy spirit is never grieved
away I1 believe that weve can abwalwaysys obtain the
blessings of lip lord but if we Jhavealvelavei not that
Sspeditspiritpirit we have neither earstcars to hearbear nor hearts to
understand and if lvwe love thathe things around us
our comfort and our richricheses our families more tthanI1ianlan
vewe do the kingdom of god and his righteousness
all these blessings will be of littfe permanent
benefit to us

brethren and sisters I1 desiredeTre with all my heart
that inlayI1 may live so before the lord that I1 may have
his spirit and testimony to be with me always I1
wish to be in noycoy place wherehere myray brethren would
have me and if I1 can feel thantthit I1 am filling the
placeabir wherehere mymv brethren want meras to be if it is
in etropeEiropeape in asiaasla in africa or america karmtarnl-amkam
satisatisfiedfied all is right withwilh niedieme nevertheless myray
natural desire woudwould be to staysuy at homebome I1 feel
sorry fforor my slothfulness in days that arearc gone in
not doindolndoing that as given me lo10 do but I1
trust my brethren havehaye forgiveforgivenri m and if the
lordslordis spiru will be with me and belprehelpbelp me I1 will
az ampre faithful and diligent i

brethren and sisters god bless youyoual1 I saysav soto
because my heart feelfeelthto bless the people of god
fortor my interesttntirest isis wiwithh them and 1 wish to abideabida
with them I1 never 7wishI1ish to live to dodooror to sasayy
anything that will gnevagilev god or arlofanhof axyaubrethbreth-
renoreniren especially those that have the narecare ejef the

whole eilellchurchurc11ll I1 desire to live only as long as I1
cahcan be useful in buildbullabuilding16 up the kingdom of
god

I1 knowknor that I1 have let my heart wander afafterafferter
things that are in the future and I1 hahaveveletletiet my a
mind pry into things that do not belong to toddytodayto day
I1 now feel that this shallshail be my motto where
god shall place me where his servantstinistints shall pdtput
me independent of my own feelings of the ffeel-
ings

eel
of inmyy wivesi inindependentd e pendent of poverty and of

distressdi there will I1 laborlabor there will I1 stay
this is my feeling and I1 ask my brethren and
sisters to pray for me that I1 may carry it out

whilst abroad standing before the people to
preach realizing aymy weakness I1 have felt to say
ccocho0 lord this isis your cause not mine therefore
bring lo10 my mind through

11 the holy ghost the
words that I1 have heard br joseph br brigham
and br heber say so that I1 may speak just iias
they would if ththeyfy were here givegie me their
spint letiet it rest upon me and give me power to
administer to the people 11

god has at such times brought things to my
mind and so he has to many others things that
we had learned in zion when we trust in our
own wisdom and bind ourselves to rules and texts
we are sure to grieve the holy spirit from our
bosoms and we cannot deliver the people from
their errors but I1 know if we court that spiritspiritsI1
and live by tilethe words of those men that speak totig
ueus we shallsnail not be barren nor unfruitful in the
words of life we shall never be poor prest
Kinkinballiball no never though we mayway not havehake
a dollar in the world nonor an acre of land I1 nor
grain enough to puput oilon it yet if we have their
spirit and their power we are rich and without
them we are poor

I1 rejoice to laysayay that thre is not an angel a
devil a good man nor a wicked man that ever
heard me say a word against those men who hoidhold
the keys of this kinokingkingdomdommdoff and I1 trust there never
will bebedforfor I1 ever heahekllaveve felt pleasure in defending
them and believe that I1 always shall brethren
these men I1 revere as I1 revere god and I1 would
as soon offend god as them there is not a man
among them in whose presence I1 do not ffeeleel free
and when they speak by the power of the spirit
I1 feel that I1 could take them in my armbandarmsandrand
bless them but when they ask me to speak be-
fore them I1 tremble and involuntarilyhtarily wish that
I1 was arawayay among tilethe nations of the earth where
there are none but boys and those who do not
1knownow veryery milemllemuchh if theyhey will forgive me for
this weakness I1 will try to learn better

BrTbr osephjoseph once said in carthage jail where he
was shot that if I1 would go and preach the gosgos-
pel I1 should be successful br heber saidsald tometo me
inin nauvoo when I1 wanted to go and hunt up mysmyr
kindred and friends and to try to save them do
you see that temple I1 said yes then be
said if you will stay here and do as we tell
youyoli you shall rreceivereceive your endowments and go
forth with tenfold more power than you now have
and your fathers househoue shall be saved I1 be-
lieved it and by the help of god through faith
I1 meinmean to claim it

god bless you fortor ever in the name of jesus
christ amen
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brethren and sisters it is13 not commoncom monmen for me
to havellave a desire to stand in this position chati

occupy this afternoon but I1 feel at tilethe present
time and I1 havelave eitfeltelt for some days past a degree
of anxiety oilon my mind and wished to have thetha
privilegelegelega of speakingspeak iugalogaa few words to the saintssainta
and of expressing my sentiments and thetha feelings
of rnymy heart in part previous to going forth upon
the missioninissionslon which I1 am required to perform

I1 felt desirous that the saints of godgd in this
giaceglaceplace should know some of the feelings of my
heartzheartyeart more particularly in view of the things that
have transpired for a few months past I1 will
say that I1 am thankfulthankrulkrut to god that 1I havellave thetha
privilege of being a witness for the truth I1 was
called to be a witness for the truth many years
egoago and ordordaineddined as one of the messengers

4

ers to the
nationsnotions of the earth by the prophetProplietilet josephjoeph and
iuin acap muchlucli asar I1 have retatetaretainedined tilethe spirit of the
gospel of jesus christ in my heartbenit 1 havelave concoe
linuedtto be a witness for the truth

I1 have felt anxious for the salvation ofoi tilethe
workmanshipmanship of the hamshailds of the almighty and
havobavo offliner viewed and contemplated the good-
ness andnd mercy of god our eternal fatherfathe iiiin re-
vealing the falness of the everlastingever last ing gospel
bestowing upon man tilethe holy priesthood again
and giving jilin power to go forth unto the nations
of lleiletilelie earth to proclaim the truth administeradministoitol theibe
ordordinancesmances of the gnypel to drose who ar9 eiflingwifling
to be baptized for the of sins

I1 callcan bear testimonytes this afternoon bretlbrethreniren
and sisters before the lord the holy angels and
altall people that tilethe work in which we are engaged
is tru audaudand that it is of god and ahathat helie has
revealedrevealeditit from thetile lileavenseavens for thetiie salsaisalvationvat on of
lleileliehe children of men I1 feel thankful for the
blessings I1 enjoy and for hengbengbeing permitted to
9go withith many of my brethren especially

0with so many of the young men who are now
going forth to do something for the salvation ortoftof r

menmer if nothing more to hearbaar testimony of thetha
truth of the gospel of jagusjasus christ and of the
work which ouroar father liashas commenced inlit the

in which we live 4 1

iamlamI1 am confident that tiletiie lord will uphold andands

sustain us in every on of life in as much asask
we keep faithful we are assured of this by tileins
whiswhigwhispereings of the spirit of the lord from time
to timertiatirtiff we shailshall be sustained onoil our missims
for I1 have realized the goodness andfind mercy of
god indarsin days thattint are pastpost and gone I1 cancali bear
witness boldly to he truths which I1 have learleurlearnedned
and to tiiethe blessings I1 hava received r

no matedmatee how difficult the circumstances may
have bogbom through which I1 have been called to
papass tuelue promisesFT0 laeb of god have baeliabit verified


