will love the gospel of Jesus Christ; only let it
understand right from wrong and there will be
nothing but the gospel in that child. If we set a
proper example before our sons and daunghters,
the gospel will be manifested through all their ac-
tions, and there will be no evil desire in them.

I want to know the bounds of my prerogatives
in the priesthood, and never want to go beyond
those bounds. ;

[ Prest. B. Younz: Shall I give them to you?]

Yes, I want to know them. Itis better fora
man to run a little behind the line than fo have
him go before it. I know 'there are some things
{hat T can say and do, and there are tlungs _tl;at
br. Brigham can say and do tliat I cannot; 1t 18
not my prerogative.

Here are br. Brigham, br. Heber and br. Wells,
the First Presidency; then there are the Twelve;
then right behind them come the Seventies and the
High Priests,stwvo mighty bodies of men whose
business it is to act under the direction of thetwo
first quorums; then come the Elders, Priests,
Teachers and,Deacons, who constitute the organ-
ization of the Priesthood in the church, and who
arescalled to assist in preparing the way for Jesus
to come. . We are (all who magnify thewr calling
and priesthecd) trying to prepare a people for his
coming, to purge out those that are filthy,.and to
put away every evil and wrong from us,.and to
prepare for the greater weight of glory that is to

core, |
~ Inorder to do this we are under the necessity of
chastising, and the greatest proof to me that there

is a man standing at the head who holds commu-/

nion with Gaod is, to see men receive chaglisement
in the spirit of humility, without a murmur, and
be satisfied that it is for theu good.

and 1s the same now, that the man who has the
hardihood and boldness to rebuke his brethren and
to tell them of their faults and of their errors, 1s
a man of God. Brethren, I want to get 5id of my
errors.
Br. Bricham said to-day when he addressed
~ you, that he wanted those who stand up to in-
instruet the Saints to say something worth hear-
ing, and hence there has been within me a feeling
of extreme diffidence when arising to address you,

not only to-day but on many other occusions, for:

there is not in me the power and wisdom to bring
out great puinciples before the Saints; but br,
Bricham and br. Heber can. I feel a delicacy in
standing before such a vast multitude as are here
present, knowing that there are wmany bright
winds in this congregation. T

Some think they conld say a good deal, if they
could have the privilege of coming upon tiis
stand, but when they come here, every thiig seems
to be shut out from their minds and they can
scarcely say a word. The vast amount of intel-
lect, of knowledge that this people possass, often-
{imes throws persons who speak before them into
great confusion. : :

It is the most peculiar place, the most delicate
situation that a man can be placed in, and hence
I say that the simpler a man is the better, - Op
this very account it is that I am contending with
myself all the time and endeavoring to be pointed
in my sq}'in,%rs, for I donot want to go round about
but to say things just as they are.

When 1 retain the Spirit of God, when that
light is in me which was with Jesus in all his
counselings, at such times all the beings upon the
face of the earth would not intimidate me; but
with a mortal tabernacle we are subject to the
weaknesses of mortality. To communicate in-
telligence to this people, unless God first com-
municates to me is impossible; but when He does
inspire me with His Spirit and I speak the things
right out, nobody need find any fault, and if they
do, it cannot be helped, for we must speak that
which the Spirit dictates.

I once knew a little boy who was in the habit
of being whipped by his mother when he went to_
bed in order to make him go to sleep, and he be-
came so habituated to the whipping that he could
not go to sleep without it, and he would say,
¢‘mother, come and whip me."3

I do not desire 1o be of that class, but desire to
so live as to be able to discern trme intelligence
and present it before the people in & way that
they can all understand.

Br. Brigham told me to get up here and say
something. I have done so, and will now ftell
vou that my allis invested in this kingdom; it is
all for the establisitment of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Iatter Day Saints. Not gold, nor
silver, nor the perishable things of this world are
invaluable to me; such articles will perisn and
ynoller away; but those imperishable treasurés
that can never be destroyed, the inestimable riches
that God has put into my possession; for these,
my life, my good will, my faith, my prayers and
all thet T ean do and possess are devoted to the
establishment of rightecusness and the building
up of the kingdom of God on the earth. All my
substance and every faculty which God has given
me are subject to the word of br. Brigham.

When & man thussurrenders himeelf, his family,
his means and everything lie controls to the ser-
vants of God, what will he have in return? We
have left all and have come off into these valleys,
in the midst of the Rocky Mountains, and what
<hall we have as a' reward? Jesus said, “there is
no man that hath left housg, or {:nrenta, or breth-
ren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God’s
sake, who shall not receive manifold more in this

sresent time, and in the wor'd to come life ever-
asting.” Je there not a compeusation here pro-
mised?  -‘Thereis. _

Here is a key. -When the devil comes to you
and asks you if you want to serve God, tell him
that it is none of his business, and that will bluff
off the devil. =

Br: Kimball has said thatif I had net been sick
I should have died, and I don’t know, but I
ghould. I believeit has all been for iny good, and’
1 can truly say I have not felt so well for many
years as [ have felt since I recovered from.my
rickness last January. When a man is su_r:_k,_ir
the mind is unessy, it injures the quy. Smc_e 1
have got well I have made a praclice of sitting
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down, pontemplating and holding communion
with God and my own heart, and I do feel and
know .I am an heir of salvation, and I do not
mean that any enemies shall take this hope and
assurance away from pe.

I'have thought sometimes that I would never
die till 1 had been to Europe. When we went to
Quincy, after we were mobbed out of Missouri,
and a number of brethren were selected to go on
missious, I recollect what br, Brigham said on that
occasion. He remarked, ‘If they did notgo and
preach they will apostatize.” I do not know but
he made the remark in my presence, for my ben-
efit. ¥

Well, we had just surviwed the bloody persecu-
tions of Missouri and had got into Illinois and were
all aspoor us & church mouse ever was, and many

 of as felt almost disheartened. We had neither cow, | P

nor ox, nor horse, not one intwenty of us, but
tiie people were humane enough to take usin and
assist us a little.

Finally however, the people of Illincis became
hostile and would not let us live in their midst;
aud we were forced to seek a home in the midst

of these mountains; and for one I feel to rejoice |

that I am here in this healthy climate, but as a
Canadian would say, this is not a poor man’s
couniry; butl believe that it is the best place on
earth for this people at the present time.

Br. Brigham has redeemed his word in bring-
ing the people here, for he said he wonld lead this
people to a healthy climate. We are here in the
midst of these peaceful valleys é#nd mountains,
and 1 do not believe that we shall ever be driven
from here if we do right, never, no, never.

I have no trouble about this, for I have been

U 00d. | in the midst of mobs, and they once held a coun-
My opinion was, before I received the gospel; | oil and determined to muider me and my

but the Lord turned away their anger. .

family,
I'his wes
in Missouri. They demanded our arms, but the
brethren said they would not give them up, that
thev would sooner die,

arms. They did so and by and by the hearis of

those men were melted, (they were Kentuckians, |

who had been called upon to assist the mob) and
they came to us and said, ‘we will pay you for
your arms when the war is over? No doubt
tliey talked the matter over, and said, these are
good pecple, therefore let us pay them for their
arms; at any rate they paid down th'e money,
but we had to use stratagem.

I do not want to detain you, brethren ané sis-
ters, but I do rejoice that we are in these valleys
where there is nothing to induce our enemies to
comeand drive,us. 'We do not presume that they
will come unless they are paid for coming. Andif
they ever do comey it is my earnest prayer that 1
may be filled with the Holy Ghost; then per-
adventure, I shull want to carry the flag and be
foremost in putlting our enemies to flight. But
if ‘this people will retain the Spirit of God, and
keep fanning the flame of the reformation
that isin them, our enemies will not come to dis-
tress us, we shall not be molested, for no power
can disturb us so long as we are faithful.

May God bless us all, and preserve us upon the
earth and continue our usefulness until we have
redeemed our families and friends, till we all are
brought up and fitted for his preﬁme; which is
my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ:—Amen.
° & l

REMARKS

By Elder Cyrus H. Wheelock, Tabernacle, Sun-
day Afternoon, March 22, 1857,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

"I know, brethren and sisters, that I ought to
feel thankful and I de feel thankful that I have the
privilege of standing in the congregation of the
Saints of God, and of enjoying the privileges
which we enjov, to be fed and to be inspired gby
the words of life which flow from the servants of
God unto us from this stand from time to time, and
wherever the servants of God address us, when
our ears are open 1o hesr. I know that I have
stood right here in this place and enjoyed more
light, more joy, more of the Holy Spirit and a
greater degree of comfort to my heart and light to
my mind than in nnﬂ' other place that I remember
havicg been in on the earth; and I know I ought
to feel so to-day. And it ought to be so with
every servant of God who esteems the blessings
and privileges of the gospel, letling alone having
the privilege of standing ~as a Sainf . and as an
Elder in Israel. :

I will tell you why I enjoyed the most happi-
ness and comfort here. It was on my return
from my mission in 1853; it was the first time I
had had {lie opportunity of meeting with the Saints
in the Valley. I remember that br. Brizham and
br. Kimball talked on thal occasion, and I thought
in my heart, when I looked in at the doors and’
saw them, that if God would help me, and if 1
could obtain his Spirit to enable me {o be humble
and faithful, that I would be diligent, ever looking
for that Spirit, that I would endeavor to be wor-
thy to be numbered among that people whom they
spoke of, that I would never sin again nor com-
ylain of any daty that was laid upon ma. When

came in 1 was kindly asked to speak my feelings,
and I know that this thought came into my mind,

I have been gone alopg time, and my brethren are
rot acquainted with me, but I stand before my
friends, before those that are worthy to be called
Saints. I reulized at that time that I was here to
be weighed, te be tested, and I thoyght that I re-
alized that [ had made many crooked paths, and
yet while I was abroad I had sought to honor the
name of God, and I believed that these my breth-
ren would be able to see into my heart, that they
would know whether the right spirit was i1 me.
I felt a degree of trembling, and I .eannot but feel
sn whenever I arise up before them, but there was
a power and spirit surrounded me then that 1 have
never felt since; I knew that I was before a peo-
nle who had the searching influence of (he Holy
Ghost in them, . |

I want to be with that people and to have {hat

 principles that I have heard; truly they are sweet.

as the biead of life for my individual salvation?

I said, brethren, I am |
the captain of this company, and youn should lis- |
ten to me, dnd to my counsel, and give up your |

ren, especially those that have the care of the

- =

Spirit with me‘tu-day and to-morrow and I want
to be willing while I dwell in this tabernacle, .to
be judged by them, and to be reproved inasmuch
as'my brethren see that it is necessary for me to
receive such chastisement at their hands. |

Although I have been silent, yet I have sought
and prayed to retain in my mind the doctrines and

Thne things I hayve heard from br, Kimball and his
associates in the Council are sweet, for they filled
my soul with joy, and I feel that if we who-heard
them could treasure them up there isme value to
be put upon them. And I can say me with
regard to the good instructions we have received
this winter in this Tabernacle, and it has been
with this view that I have prayed that I might re-
member them and keep them in mind, that when
eradventure I might be called again to go forth
to the xations I might be able to carry those words
of life with me, that with my brethren I might
be able to do some good, that our spirits might be
so pure, our hearts so clean that the Lord our God
would deign in the proper times and seasons {0}
pour out the Holy Ghost upon us and, bring to
our remembrance the doetrines.and principles that
we have had taught us the past winter, that thosge
who might be bungering and thirsting after right-
fﬂli]fness might be filled through our instrumen-
tality.

I :;;ave endeavored fo lay these things before the
fenple where I have been called to minister, Tur

appreciate them far above the riches of the |
earth. I have thought and asked myself the ques-
tion a great many times, have I got ears o hear
and do I give attention to those things:that ave|
taught. Do I live by them? Do I retain them

Where are our ears? = Where are our hearts, that
we do nof understand and live our religion?

When Prophets speak to the people their words
are more clear and more to the understanding than
the written word, and I feel that no prophets ever
spoke more clearly, more foreibly, nor more {o the
understanding in any age of the world, than has
been spoken unto us the past winter, if we have
ears to hear and hearts to understand. I believe
that doctrine, revelation and comgnandments have
come to us, which if we abide in and endeavor
to carry out we shall soon prepare ourselves for
the society of other beings. : |

If we never were to have any more revelation
given unto us other than that which has been
given unfo us, if we could be faithful and observe
what has already been given, the counsels that
have been already imparted, we might esteem our
salvation very certain. L Ff g |

I have taken pleasure in bearing testimony of
{he virtue and holiness of the servanis of God,!
and in recommending theic counsels o the world

and to the Saints; this has been my mission. |y

When I have been called upon to epeak 1 have
borne 1ecord of what I have been taught by my
brethren, and by the Holy Ghost. 1 have not
got up and selected a passage of seripture {o
preach a sermon from, only as I have been led fo
passages when addressing the people, but I have
done the most good in bearing testimony in favor
of my brethren, and of the spirit that has ever
been with them, and also of the work of the last
days, '

By pursuing this course I have had power to
bring some to a knowledge of the truth., I have
delighted 1n doing this; and I ecannot bat think
to-day that the happiest position I ever occupied
was that of seeking to win souls/for the kingdom

of God. . I felt thus when I was engaged in the
work. _

1f we have ears, and those ears are open,”and
if we have hearls and our desires have been to
live by the words that the Spirit has taught us,
we shall never go astray. It is not alone br.
Kimball who speaks, bnt it is the Holy Ghost
speaking through him; and who hears him? "Who
hears br. Brigham, and who hears those men that
are filled with the Holy Ghost? Their words are
the revelations of the Lord our God unto us.

When men enjoy that Bpirit, it brings things
right home to them; it enlarges the mind, and
though the things taught may" appear simple and
easy to be understood, yet those simple things,
when uttered by the power of the 8pirit from on
high, illuminate the,mind and increase the under-
standing. e

When we see our past errors, the darkness we
have been in, the crooked paths we have made,
we ought fo resolve never to de wrong again.
do feel so, and when crossing the.plains, coming
home, I have thought if I could have the privi-
leze of enjoying the society of my breihren, of
listening to their instructions, 1 wonld never sin
any more, nor do anything to bring the censure
of my brethren upon me. .

It their words abide in me, and if they abide in
this people so that thke Holy Spirit is never grieved
away, 1 believe that we can always obtain the
blessings of the Lords but if we have not that
Spirit, we have neither ears {o hear nor hearts to
understand; and if we love the things around us,
our comfort and our riches, our families more than
we do the kingdom ef God and his righteousness
all. these blessings will be of liftle permanent
benefit to us. | |
. Brethren and sisters, I desire with all my heart
that I may live so before the Lord that I may have
his Spirit and testimony te be with me always. I
wish to be in my Flace, where my brethren would
have me, and if 1 can feel that I am flling the |
place where ray brethren want me 1o be, if it is|
in Europe, in Asia, in Africa, or America, I:am
safi:fied; all is right with me.  Nevertheless, mj.rl
natural desire wouid be to stey at home. 1 feel
sorry for my slothfulness in days that are gone, in
not doing that which, was given me to dos but I
teust mg brethren have forgiven m», and if the
Lord’s Spirit will be with me and help me, I will
b2 more faithful and diligent, 1

Brethren and sisters, God bless yous:I say ol
because my heart feel :to bless the people of God.
for my fnterest is with them and 1 wish to abida
with them. I never wish to live fo doer to say

——

L

anything that will giievs God or any of my breth-
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whole church. I desire to live only as long as I
Eand be useful in building up the kingdom of
od.

I know that I have let my heart wander after
things that are in the future, and I have let my
mind pry into things that do not belong to to-day.
{ now feel that this shall be my motfo, where
God shall place me, where his servants shall pat
me, independent of my own feelings, of the feel-
ings of my wives, independent of poverty and of
distress, there will I rabnr, there will I stay.
This is my feeling and 1 ask my bréthren and
sisters to pray for me, that I may carry it out,

~Whilst abroad, standing before the Teuple to
preach, realizing my weakness, I havefelt to say,
*0 Lord, this is your cause, not mine, therefore
bring to my mind through the Holy Ghost the
words that I have heard br. Joseph, br. Brigham
and br. Heber say, so that I may speak just as
they would if they were here Give me their
Spirit, let it rest upon me, and give me power to
administer to the people.”? -

God has, at such times, brought things to my
mind, and so he has to many others, things that
we had learned in Zion. When we {rust in our
own wisdom and bind ourselves to rules and texts,
we are sure to grieve the Holy Spirit from our
botoms, and we cannot deliver the people from
their errorsy but 1 know if we court that Spirit
and live by the words of those men that speak to
us, we shall not be barren nor unfruitful in the
words of life; we ghall never be poor. [Prest.
Kimball: No, never.] Though we may not have
a dollar in the world, nor an acre of land, nor
grain enough to put on it, yet if we have their
spirit and their power, we are rich, and without
them we are poor.

I rejoice to say that there is not an angel, a
devil, a good man nor a wicked man that ever
heard me say a word.against those men who hold
the keys-of this kingdom; and T trust there never
will be, for I ever have felt pleasure in defending
them and believe that I always shall. Brethren,
these men I revere as I révere God, and I would
as soon offend God as them. There is not a man
among them in whose-presence I do not feel free,
and when they speak by the power of the Spirit,
I feel that' [ could take them in my arms and
bless them; but when they ask me to speak be-
fore them, I tremble, and involdhtarily wish that
I was away among the nations of the earth where
there are none but boys and those who do not
know very much. If they will forgive me for
this weakness I will try to learn better.

Br. Joseph once said in Carthage jail, where he
was shot, that if T would go and preach the gos-
pel [ should be successful. Br. Heber said to me
in Nauvoo, when I wanted to go and hunt up my
kindred and friends, and to {ry to save them, ‘‘do
ou see that Temple?”” 1 said, yes. Then he
gaid, “4f you wiil stay here and do as wetell
you, vou shall receive your endowments and go
forth with tenfold 1nore power than you now have,
and your Father’s house shall be saved. I be-
lieved it, and by the help of God, through faith,
1 mean to claim it. .

God bless you for ever, in the name of Jesus

| Christ: Amen.
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By Elder Henry Herriman, Bowery, Sunday
Afternoon, April 19, 1857.
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[REFORTED BY J* V. LONG.]

Brethren and sisters, it is not common for me
to have a desire to stand in this position that I
occupy this afternoon, but I feel at the present
time, and I have felt for some days past a degree
of anxiety on my mind, and wished to have the
privilege of speaking a few words to the Saints
and of expressing my sentiments and the feelings
of my heart, in part, previous to going forth upon
the inission which I am required to perform.

I felt desirous that the Saints of God in this
place shiould know some of the feelings of my
heurt, more particularly in view of the things that
have transpired for a few months past. I will
say that I am thankful to God that 1 have the
privilege of being a withess for the truth. I was
called to be a witnees for the truth many years
ago, and orduined as ene of the messengers to the
nations of the earth, by the Prophet Joseph, and
in a» much as I have retained the spirit of the

| gospel of Jesus Christ in my heaft 1 have con-

linuedito be a witness for the truth.

I have felt anxious for the salvalion of the
worlkmanship of the hands of the Almighty, and
have oftimes viewed and contemplated the good-
ness and merey of God our Eternal Futher in re-

 veuling. the fulness of the everlasting gospel,

bestowing upon man the holy priesthood "again,

'and giving him power to go forth wnto the nations

of the earth to proclaim the truth, administer the
ordinances of the gospel to throse who are willing
to be baptized for the remission of sins.

1 can bear testimony, this afternoon, brethren
and gisters, before the Lord, the holy angels and
all people that the work in which we are engaged
is trus, aud that it is of God, and ghat Ie has’
revealed it from the heavens for the salvation of
the children of men. I feel thaunkful for the
blessings 1 enjoy, and for being permitied to
go with many. of -my brethren, especiilly
with so many of the. young men, who are now
poing forth to do something for the salvation of
men, il nothing more, to bear testimony of the
trath ef the gospel of Jesus Christ and of the
work which oar Father has cemmmenced in the
dispensation in which we live.

I'am confident that the Lord will uphold and
gustain us in every posit'on of life in as much as
we keep faithful; we are assared of this by tue
whisper ngs of the Spirit of the Lord from time
to time, We shall be sustainad on our missions,
for I have realized the goodness and_ mercy. of
God in days that are past and gone. I can bear
wilness boldly to the truths which I have leurned,
and to the blessings I havs received. 1

No metter how diflicult the circumstances may
have beex through which I have been called te

pass, the promises of God have been venified,
4
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