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and while it s generally belleved that
the autbority ie correct, it is broadly
asserted the President will be forced to
“take apother tack’ before he lesues
bis messave to Congreas, and will =d-
#lse Jeglialation accessory to the repeal
bill which wili give a. absclutely
defini'e atapding to silver anq upon
an (qusl ptane with gold, Thisle cut
of the usual line and tberefere pos-
sesres the element of novelty whether
lenvened with the leaven of fact or

no_It;hen comes the startling part of the

dispatch, ns followe:

rrespondent can say upon an
aungrﬁ;,r uuplmsb as high aa tasat sug-
gested by the New York paper, that any
other- course will probably result 1n a
disruption of the cabinet. Notwlthstand-
ing the apparent.ly harmonious relations
of the President and Secretary Carlisle, it
has leaked ont today thatthe two have
had a very decided disagreement in re-
gard to the policy that should be advised
in the message, and that the secretary
bas threatened to resign if the Presldent
demands unconditional repeal of the

law.
Slﬁ:ﬁun@ag\;‘éle has been in clese and

ultation with & number of
?lel;iggss(?g:lsnnd polilical friends today,
and one of these assured the correspond-
ent that the President would not advise
unconditlonal repeal without a strong
- public protest from tho secretary, accom-
panied by the tendering of his resigna-
tion.
This is news indeed! and it Js am-
lified by the aceompanying statement
fhat lheydiacusalon between the Presi-
dent and his minister of finaoce has
reached a point where a dectelon must
be had at once, €0 that out of all of this
may have grown the newest kalk about
Mr. Carlisie golng upon the Bupreme
Court beunch. It I8 safe to take al}
rumors, especially political ones, now-
adays as we do our bolled egss. with a
moierate allowance of salt.
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THE LATIN UNION,

A Washington dispateh In laat
evenlog’s NEWS hinted at u blow lm-
pending agalinst gilver more severethan
the closing of Lthe mints {u India to the
colpuge of the white metal—this blow
being the dissolution of the Latin
union. It may not be generally known
what the Latln union ie,  and
even among those who claim t&) under-

an

stand ite significance pur.
pose there e much pepu-
lar mlsconception, although in a

general way its effect In msintaining
bimetallic coinage over 8 wide area ot
the Old World ie recoguized and com-
prehended. But ita importance jin
accom plishing this effect 18 merely
incidental—it does Dot warrant the
belief that the maintenance of silver
was the primary purpose ot the untomn.
The fact is, the primary purpose was bo
gsecure uniformity 1. coinage and
currency values of both gold anud
silver—as one writer puts 1, ‘‘identity
in monetary units of reckoning.”’

The history of the uuion is neither
lengthy nor intricate. 1t was formed
in 1885 by agreement hetween France,
Ituly, Belglum and Bwitzerland,
Greece came jn in 1867 and Bpain in
1868, and Roumania, Herviu and Fin-
land have since made themselves in
eflect members of the nnijon by accept-
ing ita coinage syetem. Ace stated, the

purpose of the unlon was to 'secure
nuliormity and easy convertibility in
the coinage and currency of the sev-
eral countries coneerned, Thelr coins
varied slightly in weight and value,
The dJifferences were annoying
and perplexing, They also involved
loss in exch:znge. The nnicn was
formed to correct this. By agreement
slight changes were made so that the
coins of all the countries concerped
were made to conform to & single
standard, that of the French frano, of
which they are all now multiples or
factors, Bo that even if the agrevment
chould be terminated, the finel eftect,
though 1t might be a little embarrass-
ing, eould scarcely be s dieastrous as
the dispateh referred to would seem to
anticipate.

WISE AND UNWISE THINGS.

The Chicago silver conventlon
opened out splendidly. SBo far the
men of iPme and the chronic faultfipd-
ers have wither wisely determined to

atay out or have not recelved sufficient
recognition to enable them to give vent
to their peculiar preferences. This is
all as it should be, as we hoped it would
be. The men of character and moder-
atlon are the ones who can suecessfully
pilot the silver eraft back from the
tarbid financlal torrent to the placid
harbor from which it was un-
moored 1o 1873 if it cam be
done at all, and all that the other ele.
ments can accomplish by actual par-
tigipation is to neutralizs theitr betters?
good work and throw obstacles In the
way all along.

The speeches of the ghairman of the
Bimetailic League and the president
of the conventlon were' quite superb
from theptandpolot of political oratory,
approprinteness and terzeness, They
were -pointed and incislve too,
and If we were called wupon tu
peint out where there was »
flaw-—since no work of m n is with-
out one—we would indicate that part

of Mr. Thurman’s speech in wbich he-

claimed a return to old monetary con-
ditions with an established ratio of 16
tol or 154 to 1, the latter preferred.
Undoubtedly that would be a great
thing, in the sense that It would be the
restoration complete and without jm-
pairment of a condjtion in which the
white metal und the yellow made
the commercial pace together with
the former slightly in the lead
and no complaints made; but it
cannot be done. It is the part of wise
men not to underestimate ihe strength
of the oppositlon, no matter whether
ite oause be & just or an unjust one;
and even (o talk of such a ratio as that
pamed is not only to underestimate
but utterly ignore the other side.
When we consider that it Is at least
constructively and may be actualiy in
control of the situation, that it repre-
sents the nggregated wwealth of the
world or nearly 8o, that it hag at
enst half of Congress and
he administration with it —
the unwisdom (to state it moderately)
of such exprespions must be apparent
to even an indifferent oveerver,

Noj; lhe monometallists must be met
haltway and in a spirit of concillation,
nol ot anger or arrogance; otherwise it
s as well apsured as any fmture thing
can be that we sball accomplleh noth-

fnge unlesp it be, like Hamlet, our “‘own

ehame and the odd hita.”” But
that is not ali that is to be con-
sidered in this connevtion. While

for motives of good policy If noth-
ing else we should oot utterly
antagonize the pingle standard
people, we shouid re-read the lessons of
the past and refreeh our minds
with the logic that they adduce,
Revolutions do not go backward and
the one that eventuated the dislodg-
ment of silver cannot. We who favor
the latter metal may and doubtiess do
perfectly agree as to the extent and
manper of wrong ‘that wns done by
that act, but we are utterly power-

lees to undo it and must
therefore accomplish whutever we
may looking to silver's retentien

and improved condition ae & measare
of values, We cannot get 153 to 1, this
for a certainty)the same ap to 16 to 1;
it & not at all likely that we could get
18 to 1, but we might succeed hy ap-
proaching Congress with an offer of
20 to 1 or thereabout. With that ratio
fixed and unchangeable and the silver
dollar given every function that the
gold dollar posressesso far as Amerlican
trappactions are concerned, we could

do qulite well again In this
part of the country, and we .
belleve the President would oon-

sent to such a measure; but whet her or
pot, it is a certainty that he would
agree to nothing lesa and enough of
Congress is with him to deieat us alto-
gether or hold the cause we are con-
tending for in asbegance indefNnlitely,
Which is the better, the more sensible
plap—to bid for a pilver dollar with at
ounce of the metal in it and & chance
of getting i, or hold out for romething
we cannot get apd thus contipue the
present uopeettled order of things ia-
deflnitely?
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AN UNDESIRABLE COUNTRY.

Recent events in and Concerning
Siam have done more toward en-
lightening the world regarding that

comparatively ineignificant kingdom
than all the books, mape and chares In
exlatence, While there are rej.reren-
tatlves of almost every nationality
there the Cauvasian largely preponvers
ates among the foreigners, al-
though it does Dot reem to be
such a country a8 & white man would
care to make a home in or even to he a
temporary resident of except for gain.
The capital, Baogkok, isa very large
city and strictly an Asiatic one, in
which, according to all accounte, there
are strange contrasts and odd sights.
The river hanks are lined for mlilea
with flonting houses, the homes of
many thousands and the scene of busy”
trade, Qo one corner iz the splendid
palace of a nobleman, and on the next
the hovels of the poor. Here are groups
of Buddhist prieats in yellow garb,
shielding thelr faces with fans for fear

tbe sight of women will induce
unhely thoughta, and near them
are gangs of the toughest

of convicts clanking thejr chains as
they toil in theptreete. Lspers horri-
bly repulsive, unrestrained and clam-
orous for alms appear here and there,
and soon, perhaps, the king passes
with a briillant retinue, sltting on his
ptatechalr. Fine ladles have teeth as
black as pollshed ebony, it being oniy



