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it {8 a well understood fact
that it bas npot mastered all the
details of even that limited extent of
apace. Astronomy, aided by mnathe-
maftics, gives us the weight of the
glohe on which we llve, and while it
is impossible under any circumstances
to compuie so vast a bulk with exact-
ne:s, we have renched the approximate
figures, and when spread out before us
on paper they look barmless and sim-
ple enough; yet they are so utterly in-
conceivable as to be practically mean-
ingiess to us,and nny prolonged attempt
to gragp and comprehend their magni-
tude must have uron any mind but
the same effect as was instantaneously
preduced upon Herschel—the faculties
would give way temporarily, perhaps
permanently.

It being granted that the earth has
been correctly weighed jn the |in-
vislble genles, we have ptill tut
renched the threshold of the sim-
,l)‘leal: divieion of ourr investigations

he moon has been weighed, so have
ail tbe major planetsexcepting Uranus
and Neptune, whose extreme remote-
nesa renders any computations with
reference to them more or less vacuous.
This ia true in & smaller degree re-
garding ail other equations of celestial
bodler within or without the sphere of
actual scientific exXploration. The
density of the moon, for example, is
set down at 80 much, its specific grav-
ity at so much, and then fts sum total
ot nverdupois would be tolerably plain
safling for the brighter of our more
advanced school boys; but when found
it wou'd be of little value, even as an
incentive to conjecture, because of
being the sequence of a measurably
hypothetical condition.

Ap a maltter of fact our most gifted
astronomers do not know what the
phYysical condition of the moon or any
other of our solar nelghbors is, and
they cannot know beecause it s beyond
their present mental grasp. They
know more of the subject tham the
clown dces, more even than most peo-
ple who are highly educated, hecauss
they know how rapidly it moves in its
stately processlon around our abiding
piace, can accurately determine the
degree of centrifugal and ecentripetal
force to whieh itis subjected, and
there thinge bheing determined they

have n basis upon which to rest
thelr calculations as to weight,
But it should be rnorne In
mind that other influeaces may

operate in the production of rapidity,
and that any coneclusion based upon
that or attendant similar facts must in
the very nature of thinga be exceeding
faulty; anyway, It ia pot Znowledge.
Proceeding further in the celestial
Jjourney and reaching our next nearest
neighbor—Mars—the signs must fail
still more signally, or if correct, he the
result of the merest chaoce. It moves
morerlowly in its orhit than we do,and
our earth and it have a sensihle at-
tractiveness for each other when in
conjunction. But this does not enable
our scientific brethren to determine its
specific gravity, to conclude to the
fraction of an inch how rapidly a
.atone dropped on the Marlinl planet
will s}l the first second, and
g0 on. They e¢an come much
pearer {o it than we who are unskilled
can, hecause of reasons previously sug-
gesied and some others, but they do
not Anow thete conclusions to be exact

—tbhey only know them to be the result
of careful investigation, watchful
'sorutiny and eclose computation, It
is given vz with no such unhesi-
tating directness as are their announce
ments in the almanacs of how many
eplipses we are to have during the
year,where they wiil beobserved to the
best advantapge and where it is useless
to look for them at all—for, while these
are things as much beyond the knowl-
edge of the common run of mortality
as are the Pandects of Justinian be.
yonid the cemprehension of a Hot-
tentot, they are yet within the feid
of human achievement and »n few
have succeeded in gaining the higher
ground—as high, no deubt, as they
can get and remain altozelher mor-
tnl. Their achievements set. upon
them sll the more gracefully [rom the
fact that im most cares they cheerfully
eoncedu that their knowledge s limit-
ed toa span and that all beyond is
nearly as mysterious to them as to the
“mind uncorrupted by booke.”” Fur-
thermore, they are seldom arrogant
and never self-sufficient.

Few indeed of the learned minuds
that make an occupation of celestial
exploration will pot readily concede,
and some of them assert, that the real
basiz of their achievements is outside
of hookwr, beyond the sphere of
mechanical ipstrumentalify, and
above the field of mere mental re-
search-—that unalded by inpspiration
and unguided by a monitor whose
workings are as potent a8 ungeen,
they could have accomplished but
little. What ia known seems great,
but what js unknown is 8o vast as to
defy any attempt at deseription.
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CURRENT EVENTS.ﬁ

Elders Quorum QOrganized,

At the Eleventh War:l vestry rooms
last { Friday) evening the presidency of
the ninth quorum of kilders (compris-
ing those residing in the Eleventh and
Twellth wnrus) of the Balt Linke Stake,
was organized as follows: Philip B.
Brooks as president, with Jobn Wells
and Andrew W, Brown as counselors.
The brethren were unanimously sug.
talned to apt in the office named and
wer~ set apaet to iabor therein under
the bands of the Presidensy of the
Btake and the Bishopric of the Elev-
enth Ward.

The cause for re-nrganizing the
Quorum war the febbleness of the
iate President of the Quorum, Brother
John Coulam. Timely instructions
were given hy the Btake Presidengy.

* Liberal' Resolutlons,

The following resolutions were ad-
opted at the **Liberal>’ county conven-
tion on Haturday afternoon:

Resolved that we Liherals of Salt Lake
county assembled reafirm our sicadfast
adherence to the well-known principles
of Liberalism and our unfaltering alle-
giance to the Liberal party and its nomi-

| ness; and

Resolved, That we are firm in our con-
viction that the conditions and opponenta
which bave faced us 10 the past confront
ns still todny; and

Resolved, That we nsk the Congress of
the United States to retain direet super-
vision and protection to our interests un-
til our nhtabers are large enough to en-
able us to protect them by hallot; and we
protest ngainat the passage of the so-
called Faulkner or Teller bills, either of
whigh would, in our opinion, undo all
that has been accomplisbhed for the pro-
motion of Amerisau institutions in Utah;
and,

Resolved, That we extend to Governor
Arthur L, Thomas our thnbks and con-
gratulations for bis wise and patrintio ac-
tion in vetoing the clection bill passed by
the Utah legislature.



