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report the catastrophe to the depnrt-lof the department, and to ask if it | minnder =aid everything was done

Mment by cable, and fo charter a| will

steamer to take to San Fruneisco the
Vandalic's crew, and others of the
8quadron who are sick and disabled.
By the Cadfivpe I send o duplicate
dispateh to Sydney to be forwarded
by the United Biates consul to the
department. 1 have recoived most
valunble assistance from Mataafs,
Who has sent large numbers of men
% help in getting the stores and
j&ligllo property from the ships. The
fupe, when she went out of the
harbor, earried 90 pounds of steam,
making 74 revolutions, and then
wng just able to make headway
ngnipst the gale, and when outside,
during n period of four hours, made
0o headwny, engines running at
full speed. ~During the excitement,
Captain  Farquhar showed great
care and good judgment in handling
bis ship through this terrific
nle and never left the bridge.
¢ was ably seconded by
his exceutive and the mnavigating
Officers, and did all in his power
W save the ship. In fact, as far as
observed, ail the officers behaved
EXtromely -well under the trylng

Clrcumstances, nnd performed thelr |

duties cheerfully, eﬂ‘ectivel{), and
8 well pg could be done. Of the
disaster, it is impossible to classify
Amoug the incidents those insepar-
able from the prosccution of duties.
18 magnitude, however, gives it a
distinguished fenture which fortu-
Dately the scrvice is rarely com-
belled to witness. Captain Far-
Quhar hos demanded o court of in-
quiry. No disinterested officers are
Ovijlgble here. I therefore respect-
Ully refer the entire matter to the
epirtment, and if further investi-
dation in neccssnry, [ should be
Pleased to have a court of lnquiry
Ol'dered_
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
L. A. KIMBERLY,
Renr-Admira]l U. 8. N., command-
Ing 7. 8. Naval Forces on Pacific
Btation,
I a second dispateh from the late
~Aptain Bchoonmunker, dated on
td the Vandafia, March 8th, that
“fficer calls the attentionof the de-
Partment to the meritorious conduct
?f W, Fooye, n seaman. A man
€ll overbonrd on March 22ud, and
boye  jumped overboard  and
lmught. him to a rope, enabling
7‘:'“ to get on board again, Onthe
\ I of March, after a heavy blow,
¥ith much swell in the roadstead, it
(‘;‘;Pﬂ discovered that a rope was foul
; the serew, thus disabling theship,
o0 in an unsafe place. Fooye
;"ent. under the counter in the heavy
Well and succeeded in clearlng the
ne,  QOp the same morning Hum-
gh"ei‘a._nn ordinary senman of the
na iz, while working the
nnchOl's, fell overboard. He could
L«?]t' Bwim, and would have undoubt-
u Liv’drcn.-\.'ned but for the cournge
‘\Ph Presence of mind of Fooye,
for. JUmped overboard from the
mreCnstle, swam to him with a
Onpe: and succee.ded in getting him
m rd. Communder Schoon-
‘,i";k"l', in" his report, says: ““In
W of theseacts of efficiency and
b(:*mﬂnlty, I feel myself in duty
Und to cali them to the nttention

%ive such rewnrd to Fooye an in
its wisdom will be right.”

[n hisoffiein]l report to Admiral
Kimberly, relative to the loss of the
Trentun, Captain Farguhar, the
commander, states that in his
o?inion the ship has broken in two
[,;,aces. He states it is possilile the
ship might be floated to a dock avith
the assistance of the powerful pumps
used by wrecking companies, but as
there are no facilitics of that kind
at hand, she will be a total loss.
Captain Farquhar says:

[ attribute the luss of the ship

rimarily to the location of the

nwse pipes. 1 have several times
repnrted officially to the Navy De-
inrtment.’?  Through theml, he

rther states, the water peured and
extingnished the fires, notwith-
standing the precautions taken.
After detailing the action of the
storm on his vessel, Cuptain Far-
guhar thanks Admiral Kimberly
for his ‘“‘earncst counsel and for
keeping us in good cheer, particu-
larly in our greatest dnnger by your
good example.”” “During the try-
ing days,’* he continues, “the offl-
cers sustained the reputation that
our navy is proud of. The arew
gonernlly worked well.  Lienten-
ant Brown, the navigator, was by
my side the whole time, and to hig
excellent judgment at one time the
ship was cleared of the reef. Had
wa atruck it, T fear of the 400 souls
on board the Trenfon, none would
ha alive today.””

Captain Farguhar’s last parngraph
in ax follown: I reapectfully de-
mand a court of inguiry.*’

Commuander Mullan, of the Nipge,
begina his officinl report to Ad-
mira]l Kimberly by expressing re-
grot that he wus compelled to beach
his vessel to save her from total
destruction and tﬁi‘“v“ the lives of
his command. ¢ says the vessel
had three anchors down and veered
to their full scopt as fur ns possible,
in order not to collida with cither
the Olga or 7.  During the
height of the hurricane, and at
about 5 n. m., March 16th, the Olya
fouled the Nipsic, carryloug nway the
whale hoat, the diggy and rt-
miling of the poop-deck, bending
the davits, ete. About 6 a. m. the
Olga ngain fouled, carrying nway
the hanmmock-rail, part of the smoke-
stnek, steam launch nnd second cut-
ter. Having lost his smokestack,
and there being no draff, Com-
mander Mullon says he found it
necesanry to use pork In the fur-
naces. When the effort was beipg

made to gut the forecastle gun over-;

Lboard as an additional nnchor,
the starbonrd hawse chuin part-

ed and the ship continued
to drmg toward the reef. Find-
ing It impossible to” keep up

steam, the commander decided to
bench the Nipsic in order to save life,
g0 the chains were slipped and the
ship beached in front of the United
Btatea Consulate. The pig capeized
when being lowered and seven men
were Jost. Lines were then got
ashore and all hands escaped. The
commuander then gives in detail o
most tormidable and technienl llst
of the injuries sustaincd by the
Nipsic. In concluslon, thé com-

that could bave been done to save
the vessel from total wreck, and the
i lives of those attached to the ship.

Tdeutenant Carlin, commanding
the murvivors of the Vandalia, In
|his report to Admiral Kimberly
says:

The Vandafic was prepared for
heavy weather, in obedience to sig-
nals from the flag ship. When the
sirength of the gale reached the
Vandafic, the ship was directly in
the course of the Calfiope, which
rendered it injudicious to veer about.
At midnight of the I5th the Vanda-
tia began to Jdrag,and commenced to
steatn up with a few Intermissions
until she struck a E;)ecd varying
fromy elghteen to forty-two re-
volutions. Her engines worked well
with the oxception of n short
time, wheu the steam ran down to
twenty-five pounds, caused by an
aceident to oneof the bollers of the
eight and they furnished all the
stcam the boilers could use. ~ At
daylight, XLdeut. Carlin says, the
vesgels were seen in the inner har-
bor to be in trouble, The Eder soon
disappeared entirely. and the Adler
struck the reef. After the Calliope
put to sen, Lieut. Carlin says, an
obwtacle was removed from our path,
and the feeling that we must go on
the recf if it reminined where it was
was dispelled.  livery exertion was
niule to get into the inner harbor,
The engines were kept going
until he wae convineced the ship
wns hardand fast. Theship’s head
swung slowly to the starboard, and
she begnn fo {all and the rail was
awasli.  Beas were sweeping over
her at o height of fiftteen feet. Many
attewipted to swim, but so many
were drowned that the rest were
deterred. The commanding officer
wan washed overboard. About hinlf
an hour Iater they all took refuge In
the rigging, where they remained
nearlyeight hours, when nearly all
of them were taken off. The Van-
deaticc in n totnl loss. Her rail is
awash &nd she 18 fAlling with saand.
There is nothing standing except
the foreminst. The safe has been
brought ashore, but,aside from that,
the articles recovere l will be iumg-
nlticant. In conclusion, Lieutennnt
Carlin says the luss of the Vandala
wan due to the extremie violence of
the gale, the great height and the
extraordinary strength of the cur-
rent, the poor holding ground and
the unprotected condition of the
small harbor fringed with coral reefs
and crowded with vessels.

A dispatch from Ban Frangis-
co dated April 20th says: Tha
stenmer Umatilfa arrived this morn-
ing, eight days from Henolulu, hav-
ihg on board Licutenant Louls Rip-
ley and twenty-nine injured men of
the fventon and Vandalia crews,
who were left at Honolulu by the
steamship Alameda, which arrived
Inst wesk. They were transferrved
to the hospital at Mare Island Navy
Yard this afternoon.
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Bome people, like the clothes line,
are important only Dbecause of the
clothes that nre on them.



