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We have duties which will occupy all of |
our time while we live upon the earth, if they

dre properly performed, an.' they consist in |

duties which we owe to ourgelves; to our

low beinzs, and to our God We cknowledge

that we owe duties to God, and we feel that

we are under certain obligations to him; in-
deed we owe our very existence to him, for
we are his offspring, and withgut him we can
do nothing; we cannot even make ‘‘oue hair
white or black” without our Father., We
cannot, independent of God make a single
blade of grass to grow, nor proiuce one ker
pel of wheat or any otler grain; in short we
cannot perform anything to profit ourselves or
our fellow creatures, without the Spirit of our
Father and God and without Hig smile and
blessing. ““When He giveth quietness, who
then can make tmu%lr? And when He
hideth his face, who then ecan behold him?
Whether it be done against a nation, or
against a man only.” We possess no ability
only that which is given us of God. He has
endowed us with glorious faculties, with God-
like attributes like those which are incorpor-
ated in bhis own nature, and He bas placed us
upon this earth to honor them, and to sanctify
ourselves and the earth preparatory te enjoy-
Ing it in its celestial state. We are notin
anything independent of God. We inher;t
what we possess from Him, and He inhe:its
His faculties, attributes and powers from His
Fatber. Yet it is o ordained, in the fathom-
less wisdom of God, that we should be agents
to ourselves to choose the good orthe evil,
and thereby save and exalt our existence, or
lose it.

It appears to be very hard for us to learn
~ the attributes and powers which are incor-
porated in our own ex 'stence, and the pr nei-
ples and powers which are in universal nature
around us; we seem slow of heart to believe,

and are sluggish in our unders andings. The |

‘religion of God embracss every ract that
exists in all the wide arena of nature, while
the religions of men consist of theory devoid
of fact, or of any true principle of guidance,

hence the professing Christian world are like

a sbip upon a boisterous veean without rudder,
compass, or pilot, and are tossed hither and
thither by every wind of doctrine. Those
who have embraced the gospel of salvation
bave the witness within themselves of its
truth, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered wunto the heart of man
the things which God bath prepared for them
that love him. But God hath revealed them
unto us hy His Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth
all things, gan, the deep thingsof God.”” Bat
we often find persons among us who have
borne testimony of the truth of their re'l
by the gift and power of the Holy Ghosf, who
again fall backwards into darkness by begin-
niog to express doubts whetier their religion be
frue or false; they begin to exchangze the

substance for the shadow—the reality for a
hantom. “‘Are ye so foolish? having begun
a the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the

nﬂ. b?.‘” |

We understand but a very few of the
simplest and most self-evident truths and
principles which govern and sustain us in
existence as human beings. and all the rest
which we have to learn is as great a mystery
to us as the most inwricate an-f
ol mechanism is to theinfant child, We need
constant instruction, and our great Heavenly
Teacher requires of us to be diligent pupils in
His school, that we may in time reach His
glorified presence. If we will notlay toheart
the rules of education which our “Teacher

iv's us tosludy, and continrue to advance

rom one branch of learning to another, we
néver can be schelars of the first class and be-
¢ome endowed with the science, power, excel-
lancy, brightness and glory of the heivenly
hosts; and unless we are educated as they
are, we canno! associate with them.

Brethren and sisters, are we preparing for
the highest seat of knowledge and literature
known to men on earth, and then te go on in
a ivance of them by the means of that Spirit
bestowed wupon us inthe ordinances of our
holy religion, which reveals a'l thi gs, and
thus become ourselves teachers and expound-
ers of the mysteries of the kingdom of Goion
earth and in heaven? Would not this e
much better than to remain fixed with a very
lmited amount of knowledge, and, like a door
upon its hinges, move to and fro from one
year to another without any visible advance-
ment or.improvement, lusting after the grovel-
Ing things of this life which perish with the
handling? Let each oce of us bring these
mwatters home to ourselves.

. It was said this morning that if we will do
our duly Go1 will make us rich. How? By
opening gold mines? No. If he makes us

rieh, be will make us rich in the same way

tbat he became rich, by faithful labor, cease-
less perseverance and constant exertion and
industry. He labored faithfully £ r all He
possesses, and He is willing that we shayld
inherit all things with Him, i# we will pursue
thedaame course to obtain them that He pur-
gued,

Our lexicagrapbera define riches to be opu-
lence, the possession of landed estates, of gold
and si'ver, etc, and the man that possesses
the most of this kind of wealth is rich in com.
l:ariann with his neighbor. The riches of a

ngdom or nation does not cansiat 86 much
in the fullnees of its treasury as in the ferril-

%ﬁ of its soil and the indusiry of its people.

¢ common deflnition may be termed the |
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land have

delicate piece”
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riches of this world, but aré they the true
riches? [ say they are mot,and you will
probably agree with me in this. 1 need not

advance reasons to show you the worthless-

ness of such kind of riches in the absence of
the common necessaries and comforts of life—

quires of us one-tenth of the increase whieh
we make by the putting to good use the means
he has placed in our hands. I am sorry to
see a disposi'ion manifested in some to go to
distant parts to trade and build up themselves
and make money, while the ability »hich Go/|

of those substance: which satisfy the cravings
of nature a:d p-olong our existence here
Uniess earthly riche. are held for God an

only by a slender tenure.

Nebuchadnezzar. It is said of him, “and the
kingspake, and said, is not this great Baby-
lon, that I bave built for the hLouse of the
kingdom by the might of my power, and for
the honor of my majesty? lchile the word
was in the King’s wmoath, tiere fell a voice
from*heaven, saying, O King Nebuchadnezzar,
to thee it is spok-n; the kingdom is depa:ted
from thee.” ¢“The came hour was the thing
fulfii ed upon Nebucuadn zz r; and he w.s
(driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen,
‘and his body was wet withthe dew of heaven,
tilt his ba rs were erown like eagle’s feathers,
-and his nails like bird’s claws.” And there
the great king of Babylon remained, unti! he
learned that, *“all the inhabitants of the

earth are resuteli as nothiug, and He doeth
according to

3l

[ ]

has given them is not concentrated in build-
ing up His kingdom, in gathering the house
of Israel, in red. eming and building

|
!
1
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dency of my chureh; and this shall be the
beginning of the tithing of my peop'e, and
after that, those who have thus been tithed,
shiall pay ene-tenth of all (heir interest aunus
ally, and this shall be a standing law unte
them forever, for my H ly Priesthood, saith
the Lord.”

Again, “Therefore, if anv man shall take

up Zio , ' of the abumndance which I have made, aud
fel- lused to advance righteousness, they are beld in renovating the earth to make it like the | impart.no his portion, accordinz to the law

garden of Eden, in overcoming sin in rhem- | of iny gospel, unto the poor and the needy, he

found, and shall continue to find, until the

Br. Jobin Taylor in his remarks referred toselves, and in spreading righteousnes through- | sha!l with the wicked, lift up his eyes in L+1l,

lout the land. We fiud what we have always | being in torment.”

It may be supposed by some that the tithing

Lord Almighty separates the sherp from the | is used to sustai. apd feed the First Presi-

goats, and when that will be T do not know.

As far as I am concerned I wouid like to | pression

dency and the Twelve; this 18 a false im-

[ can say, without boasting, that

see the people possess great weaith in this there is not ano ber man in this kingdow has
present state—what is now called riches— done more in dollars and cents to bauild it up

gold and silver, houses and lands, ete.

1 than

have, anug [ hive not done a

et

would like to see men, women and childr-n | farthing’s worth of myself, for the means

live only to do good. Shall we now seek to
mak® ourselves wealthv in gold and silver and
the possessions which the wicked love and

|

|
|

| have bandled God bas given me; it is pot
mine, and if it ever is mine it wiil be when 1
have overcome and gained my exaltation and

-worship, or shall we, with all of our might, | received it from Him who rightfully owis all
mind and strength, seek diligently first to things. If we have men in the First Prgsi-
build up the kingdom of God? Let n8 decide !dency who are not carable of suppo ting

on this, and do ene thing or the other.
I have talked much, on previous occasions,

the uselves and their families, we shall help
them to do so out of the tithiug office. If any

i8 will in the army of beaven, on the law of tithing. I do not wish to say of the Twelve are not capable of supporting

‘and among the inhabitants of tLe earth, and much about it now, and I would rather not themseives, we shall help tliem; and i is oar

none can sta

y his band, or say uante him, say anything, but I will give you a few facts. | duty to do so, and it is the duty of the people

what doest thou?” This great king became Itis true we are continual'y gathering in new to bave it o hand to be applied in this an  in
satisfied that he could not possess power, materials—men and women with no experi- | every other way suggested in the law of God
wea'th, majesty and eartbly glory only as the  ence; these are mixed with those who have |for the building up of Zion in the last days.

King of kings gave it to him.

mand the elements—to speak, and the soil is
formed an filled with fertility—to speak, and
the r.in descends upon it to moisten aud ger-
minate the seed that we have plant«dand to
‘nourish it until it ripens its golden fruit, then
shall we pessess true riches, and not until
then. When we possess this power by the
irrevocable decrees of heaven, ‘we possess
wealth that caunot take the wings of the
morning and leave us poor indeed. Can we
live to lgarn some of these things? -

We bave in our mortal state the trial of our
faith, and we are gathered togeth r from the
nations expressly to learn the character of
cour religion and its worth, We have come
here to Jearn God and ourselves. Man is
made in the image of God, but what do we
know of him or of o:rseives, when we suffer
ourselves to love and worship the god of this
~world, riches? Su
mountains in possession of all the riches
they want, would it not becloud their minds
", and unfit them for usefulness in the great
'work of regtitution in the last Jays? I heard
8 man say, not long since, while preaching,
that if be knew where he conld get a hat full
of gold, he th-ught he would try a hat full,
and did not expect it would hurt him in the
least. Let him get one hat full and he would
want another, and another, and another, un-
til he would become so a‘'tached to it, and it
would occupy 8o lzrge a portion of Lis affec-
tions that he would prefer it to all he has
ever 1:arned of the kingdom of God. I would
keep it from him and from any other man,
and I do pot want it myself, though I think
I know where I could go and get a bat full,

in these valleys,

I want neither gold wnor silver, but I want
ta build the temple and finish the new taber-
nacle, ser.d the gospel to the nations, and
gather home the poor. *“Do we not need gold
for th 8?” Yes. “Then would it not benefit
us to dig some out of the ground for this pur-
pose?” The word is full of gold, and we
would do better to get some of that in a law-
ful way, which is already made into coin, £.1
it is easier han:led than the go!d dust, and
better cleansed from particles of sand and
other foreign substances, If we possessed
true knowledge and power with God, we
should know how to get
dane». The world is fu
not need but a little of it. We want riches,
but we do not want them in the shape of
gold, 'Many of us know exactly what we do
want, and a great manydonot know. I want
to build that temple; I want to supply the
wante of the poor, and I try my best, accord-
ing to what judgment ard influence I p>:sess,
to put every poor person in a way to make
their own living.

We all wish to possess true riches; how
shall we possess th m? God hasgiven to us our
present existence, and endowed us with a
vast variely of tstes, sensations and passions
for pleasure and for pain, aceording te the
manner in which we use and apply them; he
also gives us houses and lande, gold and sil-
ver, and an abundance of the comforts and
necessaries of life. Are we geeking to honor
God with all these precious gifts. or are we
trying tu establish interests separate and
apart from God aud His kingdom, and thus
waste the ability and substance the Lord bas
given us with riotous 'living and wanton
prodigality? But few rich men have come
inte this Church who have not rought dili-
gently to pet their means into the hands of the
devil. There are persons with us now who
mizht have given their scores of thousands of
Euuuds to this church to spread the gospe!,

uild the temp'e, and gather the poor Saints,
but ne, they have sought and do and wi!l seek
di igently ta place their means into the hands
of the wicked, or situate it so that they may
get it, 1 wish you to understand, iowever,

that @ man giving his means to build up the

kingdom of God i8 no proof to me that he is
true in heart., I have long since learned that
a person may give a gift with an impure de-
gi

be Lord gives us posseasions, and he re-

4Abeen with us for years, and many
When God bestows upon us power tv com- | have, apparent?jv,
v

fbld in great abun-~
Il of it, and they do

. Hear it, O

of them

provement or a
‘ble of unde:standing things as they are, they
(are as thev were, and I fear will remain so.
They are first-rate Methodi
‘they are always the biggest when they are
first born. In all their after experience they
‘refer to the time of their religious birth as the
happiest moment they ever saw, and are con-
stantly afterwards, as long as they live,

praying for and seeking with groans and duty

‘tears-ther first love
were truly born of God, their

]
1
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Men laboring as missionaries, as 'eichers

little or no capacity for im- | and preachers of the go pel, in gathering the
ancement; they seem incapa- | poor Saiuts, or in any other way to benefit

the general good of the Saints upon the face
of the earth and to do g ol to mankind, must

ste, and you know | be sustained, and we wish the Siiuts every
- where to impart of their substance, that the

priesthood may be sustained i« fulfiiling the
law of the Lord wh ch reads as follow::
“The word of the Lord. in addition 'o the law
which bas been given, making known the
of the Bishop which has been o dained

Instead of this, if they un‘othe church in this par of the vineyard,
path would which is verily this:—to keep

the Lord’s

shine brighter, and brigh'er unto the perfect | store-house; to receive the funds of the ehurch

day.
brethren and sisters ‘o 'nderstand the w

We do not expect our newly arrived  in this -

part of the viney .rd; to take an ac-

8 ' count of the EK:'ders as before has been cowm-

of God and of his faithful people in Zion, | manded; and to administer to th ir wants,

equally
years, until they have had a sufficient op

with those who have been here for | who shall pay for that which they receive,
por- |inasmuch as th-y have wherewith to pay;

tunity to practically learn what there 18 to be that this also may be co:secrated 10 the goo

every other way.

I think it was yesterday I saw a man from

~Weber who said a merchant came into that | of Ziod, who sbhall

region and wanted to buy up all the grain at
his own price.

and said the people were a set of damned
Brighamites. I took particular pains to give

ppose all the people in these learned religiously, morally, politically and  of the church, to the poor and needy; aund he

who hath not wherewith to pay, an account
shall be taken and handed over to the Bishop
pay the debt out of that
which the Lord shal! put into his hands; and

When he found be could not | the labors of the faithful who labor in spirit-
buy it at bis own price, be became disgusted |

ual thinge, in admistering the gospel and

things of the kingdom unto the church, and
unto the world, shall answer the debt unte

bim to understand that it was one of the  the Bishop in Zion,” etec.
greatest wishes of my heart that the prople |
throughout the Territory would be Brigham- ithese things, and act faithfully in th:ir call-

ites enough to know how to k“E
‘bread to feed themselves and their children.

.~ We have been in these valleys fifteen years.
Some thirteen years ago we built a tithing
store and the adjoining buildings; from that
day until this, with a few exceptions,the 2rain

known this ever since I have been bins in that tithing office have been full of

‘wheat, and we could feed the poor; when the
[immigration came in, in the fall of the year,

a little [ings.

|

all of our meas belong

I am anxious for the people to understand

We cannot excuse ourselves from our
duty, whieh is to build up the Kingdom of
GOJ‘: for all of our time, all of our ability and
to Him. It is not
the privilege of any person to spend his time
in & way that does no good to bimself nor to
his neighbors. Let mechanics and every men

‘that bas capital create busii.ess and give em-

ployment and means into the hands of labor-

-we could supply them with bread, and we had | ers; build good and commodious houses, mag-

gsomething to supply the families of the Eiders
that are abroad preaching, until now. I have

nificent temples, spacious tabernacles, lofty
halls, and every other kind of structure that

more than once told the people publicly that | will give character and grandeur to our cities

‘if they ever saw the time when wheat would |

bring money in this Tarritur{, the tithing
oflice would be found empty; but you never
beard me say that God was going to shut up
the heavers and bring a famine upon us,
though it has been reported that I s.id so.
There will be a famine,

{

and one that|the.eenera

and create respect for our peope. Let us
make mechanics of our boys,and educate them
in every useful branch of science and in the
history and laws of kingdoms and nations,
that they may be Atted to fill any stations in
life, from a ploughman to a philosppher. Is
mind of this peopie bent upon

will pinch us barder than we have ever been su.plying themselves with what they need in

pinched yet, if we do not do right and try to
avert it. “Jhe tithing office is empty, and my
office is thronged with hungry people asking
for bread, and we have it net to give them.
Where is it? It bas been grown; God has
given it Lo us; it is in the hands of the pro-
fessed peop'e of God throughout this Terri-
tory, but it brings money, and there seems to

due,
ye people of God, the Lord’s
house is emptys and the Lord’s poor are pine-
ing for bread, and when their cries come u
before Him He will come out of His hiding
place with a just rebuke and a sharp chastis-
~ment, to be poured out upon the heads of the
slothful and unfaithful of His people. If you
bring in your tithes and your «fferings to the
gtore-house of the Lord, He will preserve you
f om being overrun and afflicted by your ene-
mies; but if you refuse to do this, prepare for
a gloomy and a dark day. We want some=
thing to feed the women and children whose
husbands and fathers are in the silent grave.
If we hold in fellowship persons who will not
render up that which belongs to the poor, we
must receive the chastenings of the Almighty
with them; they must either be cast out as
salt that has lost i's savor, or they must ren-~
der up 1o God that which belongs to Himn, and
aid in sustaining the Priesthood of God upon
the earth, In a “Revelation given at Far
Wes®, Missouri, July 8, 1838, in answer to the
question, O Lord, shew unto thy servants how
much Thou requirest of the properties of Thy
people for a ti hing#

Verily, thus saith the Lord, Ireq ire all
their surplus property to be put into the
hands of the Bishop of my Church of Zion,
for the building of jmine house, and for the
laying the foundation of Zion and for the
Priesthood, and for the debts of the Presi-

exist an unwillingness to pay the Lord his

1

:

1'

life, and thus become self sustaining, or are
they satisfied to be supplied from a distant
marke*, and contented to spend their strength
and their means in buying ribbons and gew-

gaws which satisfy for the moment, but inthe

end bring poverty and pinching want?

It is a fearful deception which all the
world labors under, and many of this people
too, who profess to be not of the world, that
gold is wealth. On the bare report that gold
was discovered over in these west mountains,
men left their thrashing machines, and their

p | horses at large to eat up and 'rample down

and destroy the precious bounties of the earth.
They at once sicrificed all at the glittering
shrineof this popular idol, declaring thsy
were now going to be rich, and would raise
wheat no more. Should this feeling become
universal on the discovery of gold mines in our
immediate vicinity, nakedness, starvation,
utter destitution and annibilation would be tha
inevitable lot of this peeple. Instead of its
bringing to us wealth and independence, it
would weld upon our necks chains of slavéry,
groveling dependence and utter overthrow.
Can you not see that gold and silver 1ank
among the things that we are the least in
want-of? We want an abundance of wheat
and fine flour, of wine and oil, and of every
eioice Fruit that will grow in our climate; we
want gilk, wool, ecotton, flax and o' her textile
substances of which c¢loth ean be mace; we
want vegetables of various kinds to suit our
constitutions and tastes, and the products of

flocks and herds; we want the coal and the

iron that are concealel in these ancient
mountains, the lumber from our saw mills,
and the rock from our quarries; these are
some of the great staples to which kingdoms
owe ther existence, continuance, wealth,
magnificence, splendor, glory and power, in

*whiah gold and silver serve as wmere tinsel to




