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PLURALITY OF WIVESS CAUSES
OPPOSITIONOF

the visible lack of reasoning and ar-
gument in everything that has yet
bebeenen advanced against plurality of

i

divwiveses naturally leads the honest re-
flectiveflee tive mind totd inquire what are the
eduseicauses of opposition tp the principle
tilthereere are many of them but they
range themselves under a very few
heads the first and chief one is found
in the enmity which satan and all who
permit themselves to be influenced by
him have ever manifested against the
workvork of god on the earth and against
every principle of truth which he hashag
revealed that such benmenmityity has ex
isted and does exist is no empty asser-
tion but one which all sacred andruch
secular history sustains that enmity
killed the prophets crucified the savior
and persecuted the people of god in all
ages

another cause of opposition which
grows outsou of the previous oneore having
its root in ignorance and drawing its
strength from error is traditional preju-
dice corrupt men who reckless of
consequencesconsequences would trample every
truth under foot to carry their object
no mattermatter how unjust and unrighteous
iamit mayay be stir up the prejudices of the
masses against whatever may interfere
with their purposes or oppose their un-
lawful desires itignorantnorant zealouszealotszealots too
blinded with traditional prejudice have
ever been opposeopposedil to any principle
which was not embraced within their
contracted set of notions and with a
mad enthusiasm have wielded all the
influence which energy and perverted
ability could bestow to oppose the truth
these are facts written in the book of
human character they are open to be
read of all men
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how many of all those who join the
outcry against plurality of wives under-
stand the nature of the principle its
workings and results how many
have given it thought and reflection
we vventure nothing in saying but few
the many do not pause to think con-
cerning thethem doctrine it comes in con-
tacttale with a prejudice established in the
nations of christendom and they con-
clude that it must be wrong were we
living under a less liberal constitution
and in a country where it would be
all-owedallowed many of them would burn us
at the stake for practicing plurality of
wives withwio as much complacency as
roman catholics and protestants burned
eacheich oth-erotherothen for the love of god and the
cause of religion as they said and as
eastern shot down fencelessdefencelessde

iNformons men women
aandidechildrenhildren because theythes believed in
the revelations of god and in a living
prophet this cannot be from their hor-
ror of licentiousness for the very atmos-
phere around them in thousands ofplaces
iais fetid with the stench of physical and
social impurity which is accepted as a
gfatter of course habit has accustomed
millions to look with a careless eye on
the mostmoat foul and glaring licentiousness
to condemn it in theory but endorse it
in practice while honorable marriage
when it includes more than one wife is
at once condemnedned without thought or
argument because it is an innovation
upon established usages which apart

froefrom religion have woefully failed in
their practical working

mankind are so much the creatures
jofhof habitab it whether in thought or action
and governed to such an extent by tra-
ditionaldit ional ideas that every innovation
upon them no matter how true or cor-
rect it may be is repelled as it were in-
stinctively thus every great initial
improvement in manufactures has met
with the most bitter opposition from
the very classes who ultimately re-
ceived the greatest benefit from it
every important scientific truth has had
to fight its way through the opposing
ranks of scientific men whose accepted
theories it proved erroneous every
principle which god has revealed has
brought persecution on those who em-
braced it jesus saidbald 1I come not to
send peace but a sword yet the gospel
he taughtaught wagwas a gospel of peace but it
was at variance with established and
accepted error and traditional preju-
dice bitthittbitterlyeflyeily opposed it natives of
countries where plurality of wives Isii
practiced with the strictest seniesenseaeise of
virtue have no repugnance rtagainst the
principle it is a custom of the country
and accepted as a matter of course in-
habitants of countries where
licentiousness is publicly paraded and
openly practiced turn away from it
with affected horror it comescornea in con-
tact with traditional prejudice yet
like every true principle it has been
revearevealedledforfor the goodofgood of mankind but
that the honest hearted inin the world
will not generally admit until they
pause to think and reason on it and see
its purity and beneficial results practi-
cally demonstrated this a few years
will accomplish then many of those
now opposed to the principle will be its
staunchest adherents they will under-
stand it and see the wisdom of the
creator in its revelation

another cause of opposition is found
in the widewidespreadspread corruption that ex-
ists it is A notorious
fact that those who are most loudly
violent against it throughthrough the great
cities are persons who are living in
open violation of every law of virtue
lewd women rallrail against it and lewdjedd
men who see in women the creatures
only of mans baser passpassionslonsions lead them
in the outcry their opposition is gen-
uine their minds are so corrupted
that they can see nothing holy in the
communion of the sexes they judge
all others by their own depraved na-
tures to reason with them is waste of
timetinie they have formed for them-
selves filthy habits and obscene
thoughts and through such impuri-
ty they look upon plurality of wives
we have no arguments to throw away
on them our object is to disabuse
honest minds of erroneous impression
that they may understand the principle
as god has made it known for the good
of his children when practiced in
righteousness

these opposing causes have to be con-
tended with in the introduction of
every truth of the gospel if plurality
of wives did not exist notwithstanding
all that may be averred to the contrary
the enmity that now operates against
us would still exist for the few prin-
ciples of the gospel which have been
preserved in a perverted manner among
men have become so mixed with error
that when they were again revealed in
purity they cut at the root of all exist-
ing religious opinions the introduc-
tion of the falness of the gospel declared
that the existing religionsreligious were false
this struck at the pet ideas and tra-
ditionalditional prejudices which were held
dearest by many millions for men do
not cling with suehsuch tenacity to any idea
as that which they firmly believe yet
cannot demonstrate hence whether

1 plurality of wives were taught and
practiced by us or not we would still
be advocating truths which the tra-
ditionalditional prejudices of mankind are op

posed to and wewoulduld have to encounter
enmity and the opposition springingng

in the gospel plan of salvation the
principle of plurality of wives comes in
is a means of stemming the tide of cor-
ruption that is flooding the world and
restoring mankind to a condition of
primal virtue social excellence and
physical powerpo

encENO ornaOtrA AGING
our general rule is to omit comments

on lems in thothe columns by tele-
graph aware that each reader is able
and generally prefers to make his own
cocommentsments thereon but the lo whereas ii

in president johnsonsJohnonls proclamation
declaring peace april 2 that the
constitution of the united states pro-
vides for commun-
ities exlyONLY AS STATESstated AND NOT ASIS

01 Is BO50 justjt audand true that
we reprint it as strongly evidencing
the correct and statesmanlike views of
the president in regard to the constitu-
tional rights of american citizens we
have always objected to the applying
of the englishI1sh colonial rule to our terr-
itoriesri on the ground of its palpable
injustice it being contrary to both the
spirit and letter of the constitution
and of course we are pleased to see that
president bohnson so definitely asserts
the only correct construction of ththe
constitution in reference to territories

an additional reason why territories
should be allowed to elect all their offi-
cers and of course enact all local laws
subject only to fair constitutional
limits in so doing to which no one ob-
jects is found in the remark of senator
conness of california reprinted from
telegraphic news published elsewhere
in this number as follows the bill
called his attention to the fact that terr-
itorialritorial officers were selected from su

politicians from the east
for whomwham no use could be found at
homebome that mr conness statement
is in the mainmaln coriecorpecorrectct all utabarg ix
perience with federal officials so un-
constitutionally appointed most amply
testifies

congress have plentyaplenty to do without
in the least infringing upon rights guar-
anteed by the constitution and we feel
assured that when they fully extend to
territories the great principle

our free institutions that all just
power is derived from the consent of the
governed and permit territories to
elect their own officers and enact their

i
own laws subasubject only to ththe restrestrictionrcletion

already mentioned they will not only
be doing as they would be done by but
will through so just a course havohave lei-
sure understanding and power for a far
better performance of their really legiti-
mate duties we are clearly and deci-
dedly ofof this opinion

WE AABEARERE thankful
it is gratifying after running through

a batch ifof exchanges and noting the
ebullitions of seething passion that are
working in both hemispheres to con-
template the peaceful calmness and
quiet industry that prevail throughout
maligned and desdespised utah we are
waging a conflict here but it is differ-
ent from those that excite interest in
other places we are seeking to subdue
tho valleys around us and subjectmeet them
to our control that their productive
powers may be developed for the good of
mankind ouroui energies are not being
exhausted in devising means to destroy
and bring misery upon others of our
race but they are being trained to bless
ourselves and allwho seek to share with
us the blessings of peace and honest
honorable prosperity in a straightfor-
ward and upright way true there
are a few within the confines of the
territory who not finding herghera suffi-
cient of element to satisfy
their depraved corrupt desires would
diketolikeilke foseesee us torn by dissensions and

festering with the corrconrcorruptionscorruptlonsions to whichYaich
they have been accustomed they
work and plot and plot and work to
consummate their designs buethebuubut the mis-
erable contemptible things will pass
into oblivion and be forgotten with their
impotent efmeffeffortsoits to desdestroytroy the work oiof
god

what a sad picture the world would
present at present to one whonho ccouldoula I1lookoot
upon it with a clear eye lighlightedteiltell up with
thetho intelligence of eternity AaraceI1 race of
belbeibeings endowed with attributes and
powpowersCrs which if properly developed
would exalt them to a condition of ex-
cellencecellence of which ordinary thought calicalkoancan
form nno0 conception grovellinggrovelling in wilful
debasement and with no higher ambi-
tion than totb destroy each other i the
dramatist who made one of his charaecharac-
ters say it is a mad world my mis-
ters

mas-
tero

mas-
tersmastorsmistersperpetrated a biting sarcasmI1 and
the insanity is not confined totoonene sec-
tion or country nor to one people or na-
tion but is so widespreadwide spread thata it gov-
ernse in the councicouncilslg of nations and finds
the earth peopled with its victimvictimss an
old adage says that nothing is so well
distributed as wisdom for eveveryoneer one
thinks he has enough of it auaanaaudand they I1

who have aeleastast imagine they have most
I1

this is true I1
1inix the mamainin and the world

is 11in that unenviable condition which
an

dancedanee of wisdom when there isaisois a yapwoe-
ful

e

laeklack of it
when one man kills another with

malice aforethought he is adjudged
guilty of murder and punished by law
for the deed but when tentelf thousand or
a hundred thousand men meet and seek
to kill each other it is glorious some
side wins a great victory and a few
thousands more manure the soil where
their bonesbonea are 15buriedburled and the game
of war goes on As one party gets tired
out another is preparing to enteenter upon
the exciting contest As a fresh game
commences aanewnew sensationsensationsionislonisis broduproducedcedeed

the bloodierbloodserbloodier more terilblebie and more
aroarearttistartbluelilu

satisfied is the craving morbid appetite
which demands such food perhaps at
this moment there are not less than
seven millions of men in christendom
who are hired fed clothed and trained
expressly to kill human beibelbeings poli-
ticians squabble and contend statesmen
strive to outrace and outwit each other
in a species of dishonesty called diplo-
macy and work it up once in a while
into a respectable sized war while the
great multitude send a part of theirameir

number to killhill or be killed and pay
them for doing the work after a suffi-
cient number are put under the earth
having poured out their blood as a
libation to the deity of insanity the
quarrel is ended a peace patched up
and the great multitude breed some
more to be killed and gather more
means to pay a newanew

is being worked up by those who gen-
erally are too careful of their precious
lives to risk them within the smell ot0
41 villainous saltpetresaltpetre 11 and such isbs

war a kind of bloody and terrible game
that the nations play aat which keeps
the population within reasonable bounds
without enforcing the doctrine of
malthus or any similar arrangement
fromprom the petty broil of a to
the death struggle of mighty powers
the principle is the same a desire to
waste and destroy to waste human
life and trample under foot the works
of peace the spirit is growing and
spreading the people of the nation
are moved by it the of
cannon and bayonet is resorted to for
the settlement of trivial difficultiesdifficultleaiea
and thetho human heart is growing to
thirst for blood as the tigetiger does that
slays for the pastime of destroying it
is sorrowful to contemplate but the
lamentable facts exist the farther
the inhabitants of the earth travel from
god from truth from the principles of
the gospel the wider are they separated


