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decladeclared it is finished and gave up the
ghost then there was no longer any
necessity for these things to be observed
that it was essential for men to receive
the principles that I1 have spoken of be-
fore the great work was wrought out on
calvary but after that had been acoma
dished it was not necessary for men to
obey these principles christ having
wrought out eternal life for all who
would believe in his name it is true
that the scriptures declare that god so
loved the world that he gave his only
begotten son that whosoever believethbelieveth
in him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life but we are told in the same
scriptures by one of the apostles that it
is folly for us to profess to have faith in
god without works what doth it
profit my brethren though a man say
he hath faith and have not works can
faith save him for as the
body without the spirit is dead so faith
without works is dead also we un-
derstandderstand the condition of the body with-
out the spirit life has vanished there
is no light no power no intelligence
in the body when the spirit is called
away itif faith without works therefore
is of this character as the apostle james
has declared aittoit to be then those who
have faith only not adding works to
their faith are in a very sorry condition
we might also remember my friends
that the commandment that was given
to the apostles to preach the gospel
among the children of men was given
after the savior had been nailed to the
cross and endured all the pain acdanand an-
guishaguish through which he passed and had
risenrisen from the dead it was then that
he sent his apostles forth to preach the
gospel in all the world after he had
ascended on high and while they were
gathered together the holy ghost came
upon them we are told as a rushing
mighty wind and under the power and
inspiration of that holy ghost they went
out among the people of jerusalem and
commenced to preach christ and him
crucified peter reasoned upon that oc-
casion from the scriptures and demon-
strated by the word of god that this man
who had been crucified was both lord
and christ until the people were con-
verted by the power of the holy spirit
and pricked in their hearts and they
cried out men and brethren what shall
we do the answer given by that man
who was full of the holy ghost was
repent and be baptized every one of

you in the name of jesus christ torfor the re-
mission of sins and ye shall receive the
gift of the holy ghost for the promise
is unto you and to your children and to
all hat are afar off even as many as the
lord our god shall call

now we are called a peculiar people
our religionign is called a very peculiar re-
ligion men believe that there is some
thing about it different to all other sects
of christendom in fact we are gen-
erally set aside as not belonging to
christendom at all A great many aodo
not understand that we have a belief inin
the savior of the world and that we
worship the god of abraham isaac and
jacob there is a belief abroad to a
surprising extent that we worship joseph
smith that we look upon him as our
god that we expect to obtain salvation
ahrthroughgh him and that we do not recog-
nize the savior of the world butchisbut this is
not true our peculiarity exists in hold-
ing

bold-
ing to the doctrines of the gospel and
in believing that those principles that
were essential for the salvation of man-
kind eighteen hundred years ago are

essential today we believe this for one
reason because the scriptures teach that
god is the same yesterday today and
forever that he is without the shadow
of turning that he is the same in the
gospel and in the way of salvation to us
who live today as he was to those who
lived eighteen hundred years ago we
go further than that we believe that this
gospel that is taught today was taught
by our savior and that it was received
by moses and adam and that it has
been among the children of men from
the beginning of time we do not be-
lieve that the gospel has been preached
continuously from the creation of man
but we do declare that whenever the
authority of god has been upon the
earth and a gospel dispensation has
been committed to the children of memeon
its laws and ordinances have been the
same the apostle paul testifies that
the same doctrines he hadbad received were
preached before antu abraham and also
to the israel of god under moses we
believe that our father adam under-
stood the principles of faith repentance
baptism and the laying on of hands
that he had a perfect knowledge of the
atonement that was to be wrought out
ayourby our savior that he taught aittoit to his
children and that theytheyo as they spread
abroad upon the face of the earth took
this knowledge with them and thereby
was spread the belief that is held by all
nations in a supreme being and the un-
derstandingder standing that they have to some ex
tent of the atoatonementnemen t we believe that
this gospel has been preached from the
beginning of time and that it will be
preachedached until the end of time

we not only believe that those who
live today will hear the doctrines of the
gospel but that all who have ever lived
though they have died without hearing
it will have the gospel preached unto
them this is in accordance with the
scripture the promise is made that as
in adam all died so shall in christ all
be made alive but we do not believe
as many do who profess to be followers
of the savior that because we are made
alive through the atonement we shall
therefore be brought up and exalted in
the presence of god we believe that
the bonds of death will be broken and
that every soul whether good or bad
believer or unbeliever will be brought
from the grave in the due time of the
lord through the atonement of our
savior then we believe that there will
come a day of judgment when the books
shall be opened and every man shall be
judged according to the things that are
written whether they be good or evil
we are not to be judged according to
the professions that we make but we
are to be judged according to the deeds
that we perform in our lives this is
the testimony that we read in the rev-
elationselat ions of john john was shown the
history of the world it may be sasaidid he
saw the time when there would be an
apostasy from the things that had been
introduced by the savior and taught by
the apostles when men would turn
away from them as the apostles testi-
fied and would be turned unto tables
when they would seek after men who
would teach them the doctrines and
commandments otof men to tickle their
ears and when their hearts would be
removed far from the things of god
john saw these things and also when
death and hell should deliver up the
dead that were in them and the sea
givedive forth the dead that were in it and
the books should be opened and an

other book should be opened called thethes
book of life and out of the things that 4
were written all the dead should bebeh
judged we believe this the probespro

that we make with our moumouths
are nothing it is the acts that we per
form in our lives that will count in the
great day of judgment if our lives
have been righteous if we have kept i

our feet in the right path if we havehaim
been valiant for the testimony of jesus
if we have been willing to be used acifaam
god directs in the building up of hir
kingdom and worn out our lives in his
serviceservice we believe that these things Hini t 4

the great day of judgment will bring
eternal life but if we have been neg

and careless and would not
listen to the counsel of god but prodpro0 1

fessel great things with our mouths and
did very little this profession will not
aid us but we shall be placed among
those who are spoken of as
matthew says were upon the saviors
left hand when he professed unto them
that he never knew them
ing their professions that they had dodone
many wonderful things in his naname J
and he commanded them to dedepart
from him in this we are peculiar my 3

brethren and sisters we believe that
every man great or small must observe
and do the things that god has comcoinbanded that he is willing to give sal

exaltation and glory to every
son and daughter that he has created
but he will give it in the way that hehas declared through obedience to
him and not through marking out purgur
own path in life

people ask what necessity should
there be for revelation inin these days
why should god speak from hheavenaven

in these latter times we have jesusjem
and the apostles we have many of the
words that they uttered we have the
principles that they advocated we under
stand the things that they did and how
they expected to obtain eternal life and
what necessity is there for more rejeveliVeLi
tion every missionary 1I suppose
has had asked him what necessity as
there for joseph smith what need iforor
any communication from heaven wevre
have the scriptures that testify they are
able to make us wise unto salvation 1

and there is no need for any further rev
elation we believe as I1 have already za

intimated that through the apostasy
that was spoken of by the apostles the 2
authority of the holy priesthood wasewas
lost from among men and we have very
good evidence that this is true Writwritersemins

in ages past have borne evidence to this
from the days of our savior down it
may be said to our own time evidence

J

has accumulated mountain high to the I1
fact that men departed from the sim

of the gospel as taught by the Vsavior that they no longer adhered tota3
the principles advocated by the apost-
les but that they organized societies tarW
suit their own minds if this is not the
case my brethren and sisters howbow is it
that religious communities have multi-
plied to such an extent among merlincur
how is it that there are hundreds of
societies all professingofessing to have jesupjesu
for their gutguide and all believing that
they are going to obtain salvasalvationtiow
through the doctrines that they teach
for the scriptures say that threthere is one
lord one faith and one baptism there
can only be one answer to this questionques tiow
if there had continued among men the
doctrine of one lord one faith and owone
baptism how different would be the i
condition of the religious world today


