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boy was sincere that he actually be-
held what he declared during a
career of 24 years of unparalleled
persecution joseph smith sustained
his testimony by finally laying down
his life torfor the same what stronger
evidence could he have given of his
sincerity the great pascal says
111 1 believe in witnesses who give
the testimony of their blood and
who that is honest and sincere
would not when a man lansdownlays down
his life for his testimony what more
can be expected of him

archdeacon paley the great
christian commentator the man
who perhaps more than any other
has done a noble work in establish-
ing the evidences of christianity
says there are satisfactory evidences
that the original witnesses to the
christian miracles passed their lives
in labor dangersdanger and suffering
voluntarily undergone in attesta-
tion of those accounts which they
delivered what accounts did those
early apostles of christ deliver
they testified that they saw jesus

that he rose from the dead that
they conversed with him and were
instructed of him and finally some
of them saw him ascend into
heaven with this assurance from an
angel standing by that in like
manner this same jesus should
descend again to the earth thus
his crucifixion and ascension into
heaven were the conclusion of
only one act in the great drama
and those who shut their eyes to the
fact that jesus tois to reappearappearre on
earth in like manner are not likely
to receive the message that in this
generation at this very hour the
way is being prepared for the return
of the savior to reign here below

but some people will say if
christianity was upon theeartathe earth
what need of having it restored irif
the evidence of peter james and
john of the apostles and disciples
of old is to be taken as archdeacon
paley puts it in vindication of the
truth of christianity where is the
need of restoration the question
is a very natural one because if
christianity was upon the earth if
any of the various sects or religious
bodies in any part of the world hadbad
the true gospel and were officiating
under the powerpower of the priesthood
that restoration of the gospel from
heaven would be supererogatory
when joseph smith asked the
heavenly messenger which of the
sects he should join he was
told not to join any of them
for those professors of re-
ligion were an abomination
in the sight of the lord having a
formrm of godliness but denying the
power thereof they teach for
doctrines the commandments of
men and that boy joseph was surfsure
that in the time which was shortly
to come he would be employed as
anagenean agent to restore the everlasting
gospel in all its ancient falnessfulness

I1 would like to call attention to a
prominent illusion which it
is not difficult to get rid
of that of regarding joseph
smith in the light of an impostor
but to prove him such it would be
necessary to admit that he had in
himself sufficient wisdom and
discernment even at that

early age to be able to see
that mealt tthehe denominations of
christianity had gone astray Is
not that asking a great deal of a
peasant boy not fifteen years of age
brought up in a country district
hardly able to read and write I1
have often thought when calmly re-
flectingting upon the principles of the
gospel that it requires far greater
credulity to believe that Josephjoseph
smith was an lupimpostorostor than that he
was sent of god

it is a staggering thought to those
who profess christianity that all the
denominations of thithe christian
world had gone astray on the
other hand it is nothing more than
the ancient prophets foretold indeed
if the church had not fallen into
universal apostasyapostacy the bible could
not possibly be true you may take
up any of the great commentators
notably sir isaac newton LOWlord
bacon bishop newton and a hun-
dred others who point outolt distinct-
ly that daniel foretold the apostasyapostacy
of the church as did also john the
revelator indeed they went so far
as to show conclusively that the
church should be taken from the
children of men and banished from
the earth for a period of 1260 years
and that they should be left with-
out the gospel it fell to the lot of
the boy joseph smith in these lat-
ter days to reveal the grand plan of
salsalvationvadon in anall its purity

having answered some of the as-
sertionssertions of ingersoll in regard to
certain doctrinal matters elder
mckenzie pointed out that in spite
of the judgment and expressions of
such men as ingersoll we have a
revelation today from jesus christ
that he did send forth his ancient
Apostapostleslestoto preach the gospel to
every creature

hundreds yea thousands of
elders their wives and children
have lost their lives directly or in-
directly in consequence of the gos-
pel which they had espoused

well 11 says one have riotnot num-
bers 0of protestants and of catholics
suffered in the pastfor their rehreligionglon
laying down their lives ratherlather than
deny it I1 am glad to see men
consconscientiousclentiou s and the best that can
be said of the matter is that they were
conscientious in their belief as farfarasas
it went and gave their lives for
what they believed but peter
james and john did not do this
they gave their lives for what they
knew to be true so it was with
joseph smith and his brethren they
were willing to die if necessary for
their testimony and this gospel
when it goes to the nations meets
with a responsive cry in all honest
hearts

history tells us that the
eions instigated against this church
have chiefly emanated from profess-
ing christians but jesus told joseph
smith to have nothing to do with
any of them for their professions were
corrupt the essence of christianity
is the historical life of jesus of
nazareth

After speaking uuponon the ordinance
of baptism for tthee remission of
sins elder mckenzie besought
his hearers to put their trust in
the lord even though the wicked
might rage and try to rob them of


