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commandments that the lord began
to bless them again to build them up

increase their substance and to giveto what was necessary for theirthem and as they have obeyed thegood
commandments of god the lord hashaa

continue to doblessed them he will
while time endures if they continue

faithful
it and throughout the countless

of eternity they will reap the re-
ward
ages

of fidelity to the cause of truth
to the laws of god and so willand

the people of israel I1 testify of
all of jesus christthis to you in the name
amen
BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE WHITE

HOUSEHOSE

washington D C nov 25 1897

is no busier place in the unitedthere just now than the whitestates the new congress has brought
househorde of office seekers with it anda president is besieged almost as
much
the

saas he was at the beginning of his
administrationadministrateon I1 found thirty people

their heels in his anteroomante roomcooling
I1 called at the executive man-

sion
when the other morning and I1 spentr day there watching the crowd
come
the and go and studying the manner

A which bubusinesssiness is doneinshortly after I1 arrived the first mail
from the cityin it was broughtcarnecame the waxwar department wa-

gon
office inpostofficepost
and the driver ccarried the great

hisbis shoulders to the secondbags upon
and dumped them down in the

presidentspresidentfloor counting room this room
the north side of the executive

is on facing lafayette square itmansion
filled with clerks some of whom

is rattling typewriters so noisily thatare
cartcan hardly hear yourself thinkyou sorting letters some areaxearefa others and others are reading news-

papers
writing it Is here that the mail is
handled there are about a thousand

every day and the newspapers
letters morning wouldin everycomewhwhichich sized village with reada goodsupply

matter for a month the chiefing with the letters there is aboutiswork
hundred in the mail this morning

six one of them has to be readand
briefed
every

in order to save the gray
and president and his secreof thematterfirst the letters axeare sorted thetray

letters of the president and
V private are taken out and the

AlcmckenleyKinley
V mrs are pitched 0onene by one into

balance baskets according to theiltheiadifferent importance the clerk whoapparent
them knows he handband writingsorts men of the counprominentincmostostof the a 10 nar tell almost at a glancey aanu immediate atanddemdemandsuch lettelettersrs as

the letters axeare boiledifer SOsortingartingaf ter
the juice is sucked out of eachdown and only the condensed ex

of them to the president A lettertract goes into five linesis puttwenty pagesof document into aandana a voluminous
the men who read the letterssentence
few lines aaracrossoss the upper

write a of the first page ofd cornerhoadaaa t just what is in itshowingbowingeach letterte ter 8 porter who by
this I1isS for secretary

the whole mallmail
S can graspmeansmeanthis direct the makingjimetime andshortm in a president

W TO 0off ja set of briefs torfor the
tonever ketgetiglo letters themselvesp epresident he will not see a dozenr the which camecalne in thishundredaut of six the case esas tomorningning this is alsopor

t personal and privatevate correspond
all of the letters are briefedncev

lindand
ance

they are puputt in such order that
1 any of them can be given to the prest

11111 dent at a moments noticee itif he so

ddesireseai res sometimesgometimes a brief does not
fellI1 all he wants and he calls for the
utterte itself in answering his mallmail
presidentaident mckinley directs secretary

ejr what to say he writes no ans-
a veroes himself and does not even dic

te the replies to a stenographer he

has little time to use the pen and al-
most the only letter which re writes
is the one which goes dallydaily from here
to his old mother at canton

As we look at the letters we see that
the marks on the envelopes give no
idea of the contents many of the let-
ters are addressed personal and
private by men who think that this

will bring their letters directly to the
president in most cases such letters
are from office seekers and most of
them the president never sees they
are referred by a printed form to the
department to which they belong

here is one marked confidential
the writer wants a consulship it
goes to the state department there is
another marked for the presidents
eye aly mr cortelyou the ex-
ecutive cler kopens it it is also from
a man who wants office here is a
third on the outside of which is writ-
ten importantImportEint not to be opened by
the secretary that letter comes
from a crank who wants to tell ththee
president of a new version of the
bible and so it goes many of the
other lettersletters however are very im-
portantpor tant As I1 see the mail opened
and briefed I1 notice how carefully
everything is handhandledled there is not a
paper which is misplaced every in-
closure is fastened by a clip to the
letter itself and though alreadyalready more
than one hundred thousand letters
have been received since the ath of
march I1 am told that not a single
paper has been lost every letter
must be carefully watched there are
a few which are unanswered but there
are none which escape the eyes of ththee
clerks

let us stop a moment and look over
some of the other letters it is easy to
see why they should not be shown to
the president if every one was im-
portant he could not read and an-
swer them all think what a thousand
letters a day means if he took a
minute to a letter and worked without
stopping from 9 in the mmorn-
ing until 7 at night he could
look over six hundred letters in a day
four hundred letters would be left un-
opened and he would run behind
something like three thousand letters
a week more than half of these let-
ters are from office seekers the
clerks understand what to do with
them they are referred to the high
officials of the various departments
A large number are from cranks who
have new methods of reforming the
world there are cranks who think
they own the treasury and cranks
who want the president to move out
in order that they may move in there
are scores of people who write asking
for autographs and photographs
some want mrs mckinley to send
them a sentiment and others write the
president for an autograph page of his
message

the beggars are the worst of the lot
the presidents salary could be spent
five time over in satisfying the re-
quests which come into the white
house let us take a look at that pile
of begging letters which has come this
morning here isiis a western church
which wants to help lift the mort-
gage on its new building there is a
note from a sunday school superin-
tendent who asks for 25 toward a new
organ and there a note from an in-
dian hospital asking mckinley to en-
dow ai bed that scented shesheett is
from a kerkentuckyaucey girl who wishess thathil
president to send her to complete
her education and the poorly written
letter beside it Is from a widow asking
mckinley to give her something out
of his plenty the requests of a sin-
gle mornings mall often amount to
more than and the clerk tells

imeme that such petitions have footed up
as much as a day president memc

kinleyhinley Is a gerherousgererous man but he has
his own ways of giving he cannot
allow his soul to be harrowed up by
such requests and letters of this kind
are never shown to him they are all
answered however and it takes
quite a few pennies to pay the postage
it is only the official mail that goes
free upon his personal mail the
president pays for the postage stamps

in another part of this big counting
room the white house newspapers axeare
papers taken here every day these are
clipped there axeare several hundhundredfed
carefully scanned and all matter relat-
ing to the administration is cut out for
the presidents scrap book the most
important matters are laid aside and
every editorial of note is sent in to thepresident he is not afraid to hear the
criticisms of his administration hewatches the newspapers closely to
learn what the people wish and he
keeps his fingers on the pulse of thecountry he interviews the men who
call upon him in order that he may
keep abreast with public sentiment
and he is in fact closer to all the peo-
ple than any president we have had
for years many persons cant see how
president mckinley can be so well
posted and remain the most of the time
in the white house one secret of his
knowledge is stored away in a little
room in the northeastern comer of the
executive mansion

this is the telegraph room we eemcan
go out of the counting room into it
As we enter we hear the click of the
telegraph instrument and we see one
of the presidents most confidential
clerks with his hand on the key the
operator is mr B BF montgomery who
has for years been in charge of this
department of the white house he
hahas instruments here which connect
him with the chief telegraph lines
of the country and that telegraphic
switch board upon the wall controls
the avenues of the news information
of the world

it is here that the president has the
whole united states under his thumb
the great telegraph companies will
give him a private wire at a moments
notice he has his own telegraph line
connecting him with congress and all
of the government departmentsdepartment sup-
pose he wants to see a senator the
electric wire calls the man up at the
capitol and within a few moments the
president has his answer now a mes-
sage is sent to the state department
for the papers in a certain case now
a pardon is telegraphed to the attorney
general and now the treasury depart
ment gets its directions as to
to do in a special matter thisarvis office
is a strictly private one much of the
matter which goes over the wires ffromram
here is confidential orders are sent
out which will affect the state of the
stock market and a dishonest clerk
could easily make a fortune by a uus
of the news many of the foreign gov-
ernmentsern ments would be glad to have ad-
vancevan ce information of the mater sent
over these wires and the spanish min-
ister just now would give a pretty pen-
ny for the telegraphic conferences
which are held here on cuba it tola
here also that the president gets al-
most all of his news he has amport
ant items in advance of the newspa-
pers the press association sends him
important news as soon as it comes
and if there is trouble anywhere in
the country the telegraph companies
offer him private wires at the time
of the chicago riot president cleve-
land gave all of his directions otat shift
office it was from here that he or-
dered general milesmiles to take chaichargege
and from here president mckinley can
easily move the army it was here thatpresident harrlson sat all day at thetthe
time of the johnstown flood waiting
for the news as to whether secretary
halford and his wife had escaped
that disaster and here when galfieldgal field


