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gard to our demand as to the Philip-
plies. Concelving that dlscussion n
this point could nelther be practle-
able nor profitable, 1 ai-
rected that in order to
avold misunderstanding the matter
ghould be forthwlth closed by proposing
the embodiment in a formal prolocol
of the terms in which the negotlatlons
for peace were to he undertaken. The
vague and inexpliclt suggestions of the
Spanish note could not be accepted, the
only reply being to present as a virtual
ultimatum a draft of the protocol, em-
bodying the precise terms tendered to
Spaln In our note of July 30th, with
added stipulations of detail as to the
appolntment of comimlssioners to ar-
range for Ahe evacuation of the Spanish
antilles.
SIGNING OF PROTOCOL.

On August I2th M. Cambon an-
nounced his receipt of full powers
sipn the protocol as submitted. Ac-
cordingly, on the afternoon of August
12th, M. Cambon, as the plenipoten-
Ytary of Spaln, and the secretary of
state as the plenipotentiary of the
TFnited States, signed the protoco! pro-
viding: i

vArticle 1—Spain will relinquish alt
clalm of sovercignty over and title to
Cuba.

“Apticle 2—Spain will cede to the
United States the island of Porto Rico
and other istands now under Spanish
sovereignty +n the West Indies and also
an island in the Ladrones to be selected
by the United States.

“Article 3—The United States will
occupy and hold the city, bay and har-
bor of Manlla pending the concluaion
of @ treaty of peace which shall deter-
mine the comtrol, disposltion wnd gov-
ernment of the Philippines.”™

The fourth articie provided for the
appointment of jolnt commissions  on
the part of the United States and Spain
to meet in Havana and San Juan, re-
spectively, for the purpose of arrang-
ing and carrylng out the detadls of the
stiputated evacuation of Cuba, Porto
Rico and other Spanish islands In the
West Thdies. 3

The fifth article provided for the ap-
pointment of not more than flve com-
niigsloners on each slde, to¢ meet at
Parls not later thian Oct. 1 @nd to pro-
ceed to the negotimilons and conclusions
of a treaty of peace, subject to ratifi-
cation according 40 the respective con-
stitutionml forms of the two countries.

The eixth and last article provides
thiat upon the signature of the proto-
col. hostilities between the two coun-
tries should be suspenfied and that no-
CGice 'to that effect should be given as
soon as possible hy each government
o the commanders of Its military and
maval forces.

HOSTILITIES SUSPENDED.

Immediately upon the conclusion ot
the protocol, I issued a proclamation of
August 12, suspending hostilliles on
the part of the Unlted Statles. The
necessary orders to that end were at
once given by telegraph. The blockade
of the ports of Cuba and San Juan de
Porto Rico was in like mranmer raised.
On August 18, the muster out of 100,-
000 volunteetrs. or a8 near tilrat number
as was found to be practicable, was
ordered.

On December 1, 101,665 officers and
men had been mustered out and Ais-
*charged from the serwvice; 9,082 more

will be mustered out by the temth of 4

the month. Also a correspanding num-
ber of generals and general staff offi.
cers have been honurably discharged
from the service.

The military committees to Superin-
tend the evacuation of Cuba. Porto
Rico. and the adjcent ishunds awopre
forthwith appoiated:

For Cuba—Major General Jamea I,
Wade, Rear Admiral Wm, T, S8ampson,

Major General Matthew C. Butler. For
Portv Rico—Malor General John C.
Brooke, Rear Admiral Winfleld 8.
Schley, Brig. Gen. W. Gordvn, whe soon
afterwards met the Spapizsh commis-
sioners wt Havana and San Juan, re-
spectively, The Porto Rican Joint com-
mission speedily accomplished Its task
and by October 18 the evacuation of the
jstand . was completed. ‘The United
States flag was 1mised over the island
at noon that day.

The adminlstration of its affairs has
been provislopally instrusted to a mili-
tary governor until ¢the Congress shall
otherwise provide, The Cuban joint
high commiission has mot yet termin-
ated {ts laborg. Owing to the difficulties
in the way of removing the large num-
hers of Spanish troops still in Cuba,
the evacuation cannot be completed be-
fore the first of January next.

COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED.

Pursuant to the fifkh atticle of the
protocol, I appointed Wm. R. Day, late.
ly secretary of state; Cushman K.
Davils, Wm. P. Frye and George Gray,
senactors ©f the United States, and
Whitelaw Reld, to be the peace com-
misgioners on the part of the United
States. Proceeding in due season to
Parls, they there met on the first of
October, filve commissioners similiarly
appointed on the part of Spaint The

megotiations have made hopeful prog-

ress, so that I trust socon to bhe ahle to
lay a definite d¢reaty o©f peace before
the Senate, with o review of the steps
leading to its signature.

I do not discugs at thls tlme the gov-
ernment or the future of the aew pos-
sesslons which 'will-come to us a9 the
regult of the war with Spain. Such a
discusslon will be appropriate alter the
treaty of peace shall be ratlfied. In
the meantime, and umtil Congress has
legislated otherwisge, it will be my duty
to continue the military government
which has existed since our vecupation
nnd give 1ta people security In life and
property a'mge encouragement under a
Just and bemeficent Tule.

CUBAN POLICY.

As soon as we are In possession of
Cuba and have pacified the Isiand, It
will be necessary to give ald and dlrec-
tion t0 this people 'to form a govern-
ment for themselves. Thia should be
undertakenr at ‘the earliest moment
consistent with safety wnd assured suc-
cess, It is Impontamt that our relatlons
with these people shall be of the most
friendly chartacter and sur commerctal
relatfons close and  reciproeal. It
should be our duty to assist In every
proper way b0 build up the waste
places of the island, encourage the In-
dustry of the people and assist them
to form a government which shall be
free and independent, thus reallzlng
*tl;e best aspirations of the Cuban peo-
ple.

Spanish rule must be replaced by a

just, beravalent and humane govern-
ment, creatad by the people of Cuba.
capable of performing all internntlomal
obligatioma and -which shall emcourage
1hrift, fndustry amd prosperity and
promaode peace and good wlll among all
of the inhabitanis, whatever may have
been their relatlons in the past. Nefth-
er revenge nor passion should have wa
place In the mew government. Undil
there fs complete tranguility on the
Island and a stable government inang-
urated, milltary occupation will be con-
nued.
WIth the excepbion of the rupture
with Spalm the intercourse of the Unlt-
cd States wlth the great famlly of na-
tions has been matked with cordiallty
and the close of the eventful year finds
most of the [ssnes that necessarily
arige in tire complex relations of sov-
erelgn states ndjusted or presenting no
serlous obsiacles t¢ & just and hoenor-
able solutlon by amlicable agreement.

ARGENTINE AND CHILE.

A long umnsettled dizpwbe as to the
extended boundary between the Argen--
tine Republle and Chlle, stretching:
along the Andean creats to the south-.
arnr horder of ithe Atacama desert. the
Magellan stralte, nearly a third of the
ength of the South American contin-
ent, assumed an acute slage in the
=arly pant of the year and afforded this
movermnent , occaslon to express the
hope that the resort to arbitration, al-
ready -contemplated by axisting ocon-
ventions between the parties, might
prevail, desplte the grave difllculties:
arising in its application. I am happy-
10 gay that arrangememnts to thia end
‘have been perfected, the queetions of
fact upon whieh the respective com-
missioners ‘were unable to agree belng:
o course of reference to her Britannle:
Majeaty for determination. A residual
dlifference, touching the northern
boundary llne neress the Atacamda des-
ert, for which existing dtreatlfes provid~
ed no adequate adjustment, bids fair
10 he sebiled in like manmer by joint
commissior, upon which the TTImbted
States minister at Buenos Ayres has
been lnvited to serve as umpire in the:
last resort.

I have found occasion to approach
the Argemtine government with a view
{o removing differences of rate chargea
Imposed upon the cables of an Ameri-
can corpbration fn the transmlssion be-
tween Buemos Ayres and the cities of
Uruguay, and Brazil of through nes-
fages passing from and to the United
States. Although the matter is compli-
cated by exclusive concessions by Urn-
guay and Brazil to forelgn companies,
there s @ strong hope thai & good un-
derstanding wilt be reached und that
the [mportant chanmels ¢of commereial
communication between the TUnited
States and the Atlamtic clties of Sourth
America may be®freed from an almost
prohibitory discrimination.

CURREN?P TOPICS.

Inv this relation, I may be permitted
b0 express my sense of the fitness of an
international agreement svhereby the
interchange of messages over commect-
ing vables may be regulated on a fair
basis of uniformity. The world haa seen
the postal” system developed from a
Congeries of Independent and exclusive
service inte a well ordered uniom, of
whlch all countries found the mamifold
benefits. It would be strange were the
natlons not in time hrought to reakize
that modern civilization which owes a0
much of its progress to the annthila-
tion of space hy 'the gleptric force, de-
mands that ¢his all-émportant means of
communicaktion, o heritage of all peo-
ples, o ‘be adniaistered and regulated
In thelr eommaon behalf. A step in this
| directton was taken the tnternatiomal
convention of 1834, for the protectlon of
suhmarline cables was signed, and the
day 48, 1 trust, not far distant when
this medium for the transmisston of
thought from land #o land may be
brought within the domasin of interna.
tlonal concert as completely as in the
material carrlage of commerce and cor-
respondence upon the face ol the wat-
ers that divide them.

The claém of Thomas Jefferson Page
againzt Argentina, which has been
pending many years. has heen adjusted.
The sum awarded by the congress of
Argenbina was $4,242.36.

The sympathy of the American people
has justly been offered to'the ruler ana
the people of Austria-Hungary by rea-
aon of the affileton that has lately he-
tallen them in the assassination of the
empreds-queen of that historic realm.

STRIKE RIOT.

On the 10th of September, 1887, a
ronflict took place at Latimer, Penn..
hetween a body of atrildng rolfaers and
“the sheriff of Luzerne pouwnty and his
deputies: ip which twenty-towo minars




