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A GRAVE WRONG.

If the NEwWS were opposed Lo the
egtabllehment of the copper works in
this eity—1f it were even Indifterent—

it would see no occaeion to lament the
action of the Cily Coungll in deciding
to given bonus of $25,000 for the pur-
pore, and in deflantly over.riding the
Mayor’s veto ot the measure; for we
should feel that such action constituted
as eflective o blow against the enter-
prise t8 could te dealt. But for the
reasons that we do most heartily desire
the gecuring of the works, that we be-
lieve Lhey wiil bu secured, and that we
hope every step toward obtaining them
shall be above suspiclon and grounded
in the sense and good will of thse
people, we utter n pote of warning
against the course that appears to have
been marked out for and is being heed-
lessly followed by the municipal
fatbers.

It is rarcly that the illegal features of
any enactment or propused enactment
are pointed out with greater perspicu-
1ty, terseness or force than was Jone
by the Mayor last night in tho malter
of the bonus for these works. The
authoritieg cited by his honor are ex-
actly in point, the logic presented im
vlgurous aud incisive, and the argu-
ment s unanswerable, The unlawtul
character of the proceeding is made so
plain that anybody might underatand
it. What excuse, therefore, can there
bo for Intelligent men like those com-
posing the City Council refusing to
sgee? Perhaps it would be wrong to
say that they did n.t or do not see; no
one would wish to ofter such an insult
to them, But what shall be saiu? To
fguore the law ua it ia, Lo caet
deflance into the teelh of the
executive authority of the city,
ls surely neither careful legis-
lation nor common courtesy. Would
it not have been better, for atime at
least, to let the matter rest with hig
refueal to conout? Manifestly this wa.
the duty of the hour; yet not only was
the former course lakem, but it was
taken at onge and with such indecent
haste and impetuosity as if it were
feared the work engaged in might be
stopped by sqme other agency if any
time were permitted to elapse. This
conclusion s supplemented by the
further fact that the warranot for the
amount—$25,000-—wasas hastily drawn
and then checks for §5900 each as
apeedliy as could be dope were issued
on five different banks, so that ap ln-
Junction would pot lie, What think
ye of this, impartial reader, in this
day of law and legal observance?

Liook at it a8 we may, the whole pro-
ceeding wears & getious aspect. Iiis
a8 dishonest to fake money out of B

treasury through the operation
of legal machinery when the
law iweelf is set aslde, as it

is to take it without authority under
any cther circumstances. The people
were willing to give the smelter com-
pany ail that was asked and had sub-
stantially signified their willingness to
do so; &8 great many of them were
wiilipg that the eity soverntaent
should help out if such asaisiauce were
in consonance with lnw and propriely.
The times are so duil and everything
s0 listless i our midst that they or
many of them were even willing to
strain & peint to secure the addition to
our Industriai pursulls, and if there

were an ambiguity in the law con-
trolling, to give such proposed enter-
prise the benefit of the doubt. But-it
i questionable If a number outalde the
City Council corresponding with the
membership of that body would uphbold
the giving or doing of anything by the
munpicipality when shown shat such
actlon involved an open, flagrant and
defiant disregard of principle, | reces
dent Bnd every safeguard by which
we Are surrounded.

The action of the Council, to sum
it up in one word, i anarchical. To
say that it Is unprecedented might be
right and it might not, since the rec-
ord made by law-makers Ba law-break-
ers js & rather voluminous one. But
to say thatit 1a dieappointing, that it
is bumiliating, that it is all but de-
moralizing, is Dot overatating the
matter in the least. To force the issue
and compass an illegal action by
means of which those who were
{ormerly with them are now us decid-
edly agalnst them, is an action fraught
with auch grave concern to the perpe-
trators of it that those who ehcse them
for guardians of the public weal are
apprehensive of the consequences
whether the objects of puch spprehen-
sion realize the sltuation or not. Their
action in any view of the cage is la-
mentable and unjustifiable; and to at-
tempt to excuse it with the argument
that popular approval sustainos it is an
ingult to the law and & menace Lo per-
manent weifare. Islt lessa violation
of law because a certain element clam-
ors for it? Would it be more illegal if
the popular will did not approve of i1?
Who kuows, if the barsare thus to be
iet dpwn, hut that at some future time
the present Councilor one of itseuc-
cefgore may decide to do, and really do,
an act no more unlawful.than this,
and one thut under those circum-
stances will fail to receive any favor at
ali! How will  present  de-
fenders ke able to aot 08
eritics then? Exgpedienoy s a
poor  substitute for Jaw, and
demagogy 18 ever a public danger. It
is out of pudden enthusiasm, ellber of
favor ¢t hate, that riots, revolutions,
lynchings and many of the atrocities
grow that in mezn’s cooler moments
they wonld prefer to leave to the law’s
operation. We repeat, n grievous
mistake has been made, and either in
its own consequences or those which
will follow 8 simll&r ctror, there ia cer-
tainty that all will see theday that they
will rue it.

THE CLEVELAND CABINET.

It §s to be hoped that the announce-
ment just given out by Mr, Cleveland

that he will cheerfully inform the pub-
lic a8 to who will compose his official
household 83 soon as the gentlemen In-
vited signify their acceptance and
willingness thatsuch Information shall
go out, will place the cablnet makers
at coneiderable ease. In mecordance
with thisdetermipation,we are ad vised
that one-halt of the executive family
is already made up and their names
and gtations are made known officislly.
They are:

Becgretary of atate—Walter Q.
Gresham of Illinois,

Beoretary of the treasury—Jobo Q.
Carlisle of Kentucky.

Postmaster-Genera]—Wilson 8. Bis-
se]l) of New York.

e

Becretary of the navy—Danie| g,
Lamont of New York,

The names most prominently gpe.
curring in connection with the othep
positions are Gray of Indisna, By.
ottanan of Tows, Herbert of Alabampg
Glick of Kansas, Francis of Missouy]
aud Irish of California. However, the
affabliity and obliging disposition gof
the Prestdent-elect make it ubnneces.
sary to engage in speeulalion, ap we
aball know ell about it shertly aftey
he does, and undoubtedly there wi))
not be much more delay.

RUSSIA'S ENCROACHMENTS.

Karl Blind has an intercsting artip)e
on the “Lands of the Czar? in the
current Lipgrincott’s. Looking at the
immense territory Russia bas overryp
and conquered within the last twen gy
yesrs, from the Casplan sea to the
Afghan frontier and running even iy ¢
Afghanigtan, the writer tbinks thay
the most careless observer can see whgyy
the Muscovite is siming at. It {a mey,.
tioned that when Gladstone’s immed;.
ate predecessor was asked to conmnider
the situation and take decisive sctigy,
be laughingly ssked the “would-phe
alarmiste” Lo buy some mapa g
Europe and thusthey might see how
far the czar’s domlibions still werpg
from the confines of India; but it ig
not believed he would make aygp
answer today,nor would Lord Beapong.
field do so. Almost immediately aftey
the last war against Turkey, saye My,
Blind, it came out that s secret envq

of the czar had plied the )¢,
ameer of Afghanistan with o
proposal of am alliunce in  vige

of & war to be waged some day by
Russia aguinst English rule in Ingiy,
The documentary evidence is printeg
in a Dblue book. Nevertheless, thq
Engliah goverpment has allowed ltge]f
year by year, to be deceived, or gy
pessed In oulward semblance; by the
diplomatio assurances of the vzar’aggy.
etament. “Khiva was not to he gp.

nexed. Barakas was Dol to pg
touched. Merv was not to be inggyp,
porated. Afghanistan was completely

outside the sphere in which Rusgiy
iatended exercising any Influence, s
All thése, promises are recorded ip g
many worde. All were Buccessively
broken without compunetion,

These mattera have often heep
discussed, and the question gy
India’s future brought up witp

intelligent and representstive native,
of that land and other eastera goup.
tries, and all of them acknowledgeg
that Koglish rule, whatever may have
been the errors of statesmen in charge
has of late years done & gresi
deal of good. It bas legislateq
away some of the worst super-
atitlons, given better instruction ang
made great concessions in the mattep
of having natives participate io admip-
istrative affairs. It is noi likely, from
all we read and can hear, that these
peopie are desirous of change, lezst of
all such change as Russian rale would
bring them, neither is it among the
evenis likely or even possible thgt
England will permit the czar to
sdvance much further toward the
east without calling 8 most peremptory
hait (o the proecession, and Llhis, tog,
without regavd to who may be pre.
mjer. -



