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JUDICIAL PERVERSIONS.

AN IpAnOo Judge pome time ago
rendered a decision, some portlons of
which are being revived and published
to prejudice the public mind. We ap-
pend here a paragraph which is being
reprodnced, with how much accuracy
we are not prepared to state, for the
paper in which it appears has been
known to (requently migsiale the
words of public men, oral and written,
to effect its own vile ends. The Judge
is quoted aa follows:

*Wae tind the so calldd Mormon church
to be a pnre rheooracy. Its laws and
dealings purport to be directly from the
Almighty, and to be promulgated only
through the instrumentality of its
priesthood. These and none else, ac-
cording to its teachings, are in commu-
mupion with God, and admitted, accord-
ing to their grade, to divine intercourse
and fellowship. Its commands are
usually mentioned as its ‘counsels,” but
tallure to comply with such counsel ia
treated by it as a crime. Impliclt
obedience to its priesthood, by its mem-
bers in a first and lust reguirement.
Liberty of individual action and judg-
ment even in temporal tbings, does sot

exist. It claims control of all secular
and temporal things, as well as spiritual
things. hese facts Are not only proven

by the evidence in this case, but they are
facls ais0 generally known te the publie.
We may not if we should ignore tbis
common knowledge and the uniform
toachings in sermons anpd otherwise of
this ‘so-called church,’ jin ennstructing
the language of its book of doctrines. I
repent that ‘counsel’ of the priesthood is
uivalent to 2 command, hence,’' ‘coun-
sel’ of the prieata to their aubordinates Lo
g6 through any form, to do any act,would
be, and is underatood as a command to be
obeyed., Such ‘counsel’ s0 given bas in
the belief of that, as T think, misguided
ple, the sanction of a direct command
rom the Daity. The word of a priest to
an inferior is to him as ‘Thus aaith the
Lord.'” ®

If these statements were made ofli-
cinlly they are simply official false-
hoour. The fact that they were uttered
from the judicial bench wili not make
them true, any more fhan if they were
concocted in a lawyer’s office for
political purpnsen. But their adoption
hy a judieinl officer will give them
waight among the uninformed, and
for that reason we notice them in there
columns.

There is scarcely a word of truth in
these ‘‘findinge.”> They are simply
the claims of counsel opposed to the
Mormons.”” They were made for po-

litical effect. ‘The ohject wasto nullify
the “Mortmon’’ vote and aid in the
work of ¢*Mormon* disfranchisement,
which was prosecuted with such vigor
before the admission of Idaho as =
State.

The ideasadvanced thereln us ¢ Mor.
mon’’ doetrine and teaching are not
only unwarranted hy the books accept-
ed by the ‘““Mormon?’ Church asatand-
ards, but arecontrary to the revelations
contained therein.

According to the doctrines and
teachings of the “Mormon’’ Church,
all mankind may be ““in communion
with God.”” Every member of the
Church is exhorted to live so as to be
in thie condition. And people notin
the Church are urged hy its ministers
to seek for personal revelation from
henven, that they may know whether
this Church Is of divine origin. The
very object of the priesthood is shown
to be, that the people may be hrought
into communion with God for them-
selves; and there is no “‘grade’ in this
“divine intercourse.”’

T'he “‘counsels’’ of the ‘‘Mormon”’
Church leaders nre simply what the
word implies—words of advice. They
are not ‘‘commands;’”’ they are not so
given, they are not so received, they
are not so understéed. The “implicit
obedience’ apoken of above iB not a
“requirement.”” No such thing can be
found in the “Motmon’?! standarde.
No case can be cited where failure to
comply with counsel has been *‘treated
as n orime.”’

Liberty is one of the fundamentals
of ¢Mormon’’ doctrine.- Human
agency, the volitivn of the creature,
individual responsibility for personal
acts, the intellectual and spiritual de.-
velopment of every person, male and
femnale, the Inability of any priest or
other authority to apnswer for the rine
of any other human being, the inde
pendence of every snul, are essential
principles in the ‘*Mormon” ayatem,
and it is declared therein to be con-
trary to the Divipe will that men
should be it any kind of hondage one
to another.

The word of a Prieat or of any officer

‘of the Church to “an inferior” is not

to him an ‘‘thus saith the Lord.’””? No
such notion prevails ameng the ““Mor-
moua.’’ No such claim is» made by
any Priest in the Church. No man
has the right to give revelation to the
Church as a budy but the ope man who
atands at ita head, and his mere “*word?’
dues mot have any suci Import as that
stated by the Judge. *‘Thus saith the
Lord’’ has come but rarely to the
Church In later years, and it is part of
the revealed pulity of the Chureh that
all things in it must be done by ““‘com-
mon consent.”*  If that is “*pure the-
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oeracy?? the Chureh ‘is theoeratic, not
without.

If the .‘ige who is said to have
mnade the above-mentioned “findings”

helievedt  what he uttered, he
wias  very much misguided by
the pleadings of artfu) attorneys. If

anybody believes what the Judge has
stated, he does not understaud Mor-
monism either in its letter or ita spirit.

Judges err Jike other mortals, They
have their prejudices and sometimes
their prices. Bome of the most flagrant
perversions of truth. justice, and de-
monstrated facts have emsanated from
the judicinl bench. We admit that
such instances are rare compared with
the general judiclal procedure, but the
bistory of the “Mormon®’ people fur-
nishes many of them, and illuptrates
further the force of bigotry and the
warping power of religlous and politi-
cal bias,

““Mormonism’’ makes every mman and
woman free before God. It requires
them to exercise their own agency, to
Jjudge and declde all things for them-
selves, to seek for individual com-
munion with heaven, to make personal
preparation for the society of the
Father and the 8on by becoming like
them in character and spirit. The
pewer of the Priesthood i not to coerce,
por to proceed by any manner of com-
pulgion, but to lead, guide, persuade,
invite and exhort.

The statements made in the extract
we have copied are complete perver
alons of **Mormon’’ doctrine, and if 3
thousand judges adopted thern and all
the papers in the country puhlished
them, they would not be any the less
anti-**Mormon?’ and fabricated to mis-
represent nnd deceive, .

IT WILL NOT WORK.

THE reproduttion of purported re-
marks of ‘“Mormon’’ and non-**Mor
mon?’ public speakers years ago, by #
local sheut for the purpose of blecking
the wheela of present progress, will
and ought to fail ofits object. In the
first place it is known that the originﬂl
reports made hy that paper were nol
only unreliahle, but often the very re’
verse of what the speakers uttered. ID
the next place it 8 not what men satd
under circumafances that have pa#
sed away, bul their sentiments
under existing conditions thsat will
count. The past has gone never to ré’
turn. The living present is what Jivé
men want to dea]l with. And th¢
resurrection of these old aileged r*”
marks simply revives the public gri€¢
vance, that the utterances of publié
speakers were and are now so gurbl
snd earicatured hy the sheet that is Jig”
ging up those dead issues, that »°
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