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DEATH OF BISHOP JOHN SHARP.

THE host of riends of Bishop John
8harp will be pained to learn that he
died at his residence in the Twentieth
Ward, this cily, at lwenty minutes
past 4 December 23rd. The cause of
death was intestinal trouble. His
demise retnoves {rom the community a
man of mark, who waa possessed of un-
usual will-power and great force of
character, traits which were exhibited
throughout his long nnd useful career.

John Sharp was born in Clackman-
nanshire, Scotland, November 9th,
1820, nnd was consequently in his
séventy-second Year at the time of his
death. On the last annivers.
ary of his birthday he was
i.n unusually good spirits, and
said to members of his fam-
ily that he had felt splendidly during
thye last previoug slx months. He re.
inarked: **The Eord has glven me one
year over the allotted span, and has
sfarted to give me a second, I shall be,
thankful for as many more ag He may
be pieaged to give, and when He signi-
five it is epough I shall be grateful for
that alse,”

His parents moved in a humble
nphere, and al an early age he began
to pastaim himself by working in -the
woal roloes, [n 1846,being then twenty-
tsur years old, he firast heard the
(iospel, as Tevealed through the
i'rophet Juseph Smith. He received
it gladly, belng finducted. into the

" Church by baptism and confirmation,
under the minietration of the late
Klder Willlam Glbsun, who was noted
as oD earnest aud eloquent preacher of
the Intter-day meseage, Boon after hig
baptism Brother Bharp was ordained
an Elder and was appolnted to preside
over the branch of Baints then existing
in his native town. But he was scon
smbued with the ldea of gathering
with the main body of the communpity
with which he had identifled himself.
While he remaiped in hias pative land,
however, he showed great devotion
nud zeal for hie religion, and was the
means of convincing quite s number of
people of its truth,

¢ Not being able to accumuiaste suf-
ficient meane to enable him and bis

fam!ly to reach Utah at that time,
they came as far as the Btates, in 1848,
and located near Bt. Louis, where he
worked 1o what are known as Lhe
Gravoy coal mines, He there con-
tinued his labors asan Elder, and pre-
sided over a branch of the Chureh or-
gantzed in that locality. He wasat
8t. Louis while the cholera plague
made fearful ravages In that city.
Muny of the members of the Church
were stricken with the dreadful malady
and at that time Brother Sharp ex-
binited a religlous faith and person-
a} courage that produced remarkabile
eflects. He, with other brethren, went
anmong the cholera patients, administer-
ing to them, and the cases of miracu-
lous healing, by the power of God, that

occurred under his personal ad-
ministration were marvellous. His
experiences at that time were in

after years n frequent suhject of cou-
versation with him.

Bo soon as Brotner Sharp accumulat-
ed enough money for the purpose, he
and his family came on to thie city,
where they arrived in Beptember 1850,
Ahnost immediately after he reached
here he wastaken hold of by President
Brigham Young,—whose confldence
ke enjoyed to an almost unlimited ex.
tent—by whom he was engaged
in the labor of gquarry!ne and hauling
rock for the bullding of the Temple
and other public etructures. He was
in those early times nlso made super-
futendent of church public works, a
position he held for many years. In
the time of what is designated as the
“move,’” when the population of
Northeru Utah, oen the approach of
Buchanan’® army, proceeded south-
ward, the subject of this sketch 'had
charge of the removal of all the
church effects, and when & paclfic
settlement of the questions existing st

that time was reached, brought
them back again to the places
from whioh they were conveyel.
This was & task of no small

proportlons at that time, but being a
man of not only great vlgor and en-
ergy, hut of wide mentat resource of a
practical nature, he aceomplished it to
the satis action of all concerned. In
18556 he was @rdalned a Bichop, and. in
that capacity presided over the
Twentieth ward, which position he oc-
oupied for thirty years.

He wns s natural engineer, amd a
man whose judgment on any practicat
subject was of great value, He was
sub-contractor under Brigham Young
10 the construction of the most difficult
part of the Union Pacific railway, belng
that portion of ibe line that runs
through the canyon gorges which form
the entrance into Balt Lake Valley.
He also did coutract work of the same
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nature on the Central Pagiflc road at
the Promontory. From that time he
hae been gonnected with the former
company, nod pearly the whole of the
period until his death a director of it.
He was, In an officin? capaclty, associ-
ated .with the old Utah Central Hue
from thetime it was completed,also with
the old Utah Southern, and finally was
president of the consolidation formed
by a combination of the two pompanies,
being in that position at the time the
Iatter was merged into the U. P, ays-
tem,

The decensed was a direcior of Z, C.
M. 1, n!most from the iuitlal organiza-
tion of that mammoth establishment,
and was active in supporting it in its
earlier struggles when fiunncial times
were perilous on account of the scar-
clty of money. He held that position
at the time of his demise. He was one
of the original incorporaters of the
Deseret National Bank, of which he
was one of the most useful, far-eeeing
and sagacious directurs. The solidity
of that ipstitution is doubtless owing
in no small proportionate degree, t® his
influence, fionuetal standing and
sturdy support.

John SBharp was, in the late fifties
and early sixties, chief of police of Balt
Lake City, n position bhe filled with
ability annd courage. He wasfor many
vears Major of the Third Regiment of
Infantry, of the Nauvoo Legion, and
subsequently its Colonel.

In 1872, when the question of the ad-
visability of organizing a Mutual [m-
provement Aessociation in *ila ward
was being agitated by residents in the
locnlity, he gave the movement his
hearty eupport and encouragemesnt.
Ho directed its orgatizaticn, which
was given the title of the Twentleth
Ward Iuvstitule, early In January of
the year pamed, and be was unani-
mously elected its honorary president.
This aesociation had s great influence
upon the inauguratjion of the system
subseguently established throughout
the Church.

Bishop Bharp and his family lived
under & species of communism on a
smali seale. He nnd his two eldest sons,
John, jun., and James, formed a co-
partnership, with'their families inter-
ested, and virtually they had all things
in common. James has been the
agent of the association, which has
worked with the greateatharmony. Ag
s matter of course the death of the
senjor meinber of the firm dissolves it.
The unicn of his family was a leading
consideration with Brother Sharp.
They buve lost by his death a kind,
loving and indulgent husband and
parent, and the community sympathize
with them in their bereavement,

Brother Bharp was a man of splendid



