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I will read a revelation printed in the Book
of Doctrine and Covenants, and given in Zion
in August, 1831, It was given in Independence,
Jackson county, Missouri, I think during the
first time that Joseph was in that land. (The
President read the revelation, section 18.)

I do not anticipate, in the few remarks that
I shall make, tﬁrnwing any particular light
upon this revelation, especially to those who
are acquainted with the circumstances under
which 1t was given.

When revelations are given through an indi-
vidual appointed to réceive them, they are
given to the ugpderstandings of the people,
These revelations, after a lapse of years, be-
come mystified to those who were not person-
ally acquainted with the circumstances at the
time they were given.

The revelation that I bave been reading may
be as mysterions to our children, in a thousand
or fifteen hundred years from now, in c¢ase the
world continues in the same degree of enlight-
enment that it has for a few ages past, as the
revelations contained in the Old and New Tes-
taments are to this generation, and it would be
commented upon with the same scrutiny and
accuracy; and men would study, year after
year, and fret themselves almost to death to
find out the mysterious meaning of the revela-
tion given to us their forefathers. ;

This revelation is as plain and clear to the
understandings of thcg» who know the circum-
stances that called it forth, as it would be for
you to understand me should I talk about
making a canal to brix? the waters of Big
Cottonwood to this city for irrigating our gar-
dens and the farming lands. It is plain and
easy to be understood, it is familiar to us who
were in that country at the time, we know all
about it.

But a portion of this congregation have not
been personally acquainted with the earl
experience and traveis of this church, and wit
the sayings and doings of the prophet Joseph
and it may be that they do not fully understand
what this revelation really does mean.

They do not actually know that there is
guch a place as Independence in Jackson coun-
ty, Missouri; they have-heard of it, and may
have an idea that it is situated in the regions
where angels dwell.

The revelation which I have read was per-
fectly plain, and could be readily understood
by all the brethren then in Jackson county,
Missouri, and in Kirtland, Ohio, as easily as
vou can understand me when I talk about dig-
ging canals, building dwellings, tabernacles,
temples, and store-houses, or when I talk about
drawing sand and clay, burning lime, ete.

Is it strange or is it not strange, to people
endowed with wisdom, that the inhabitants of
the earth, beclouded as they are, should have
such revelations given to them? Is it strange
or is it not strange that they should reject
them? .

Would this be a hard question for the con-
gregation to answer? Looking at these things
after the manner of the wisdom of the world
we say that it would be very strange indeed,
as a certain professor would say, *it would be
passing strange.”?

It would be strange indeed should people
receive such ideas, upon such subjects, as re-
velations from God, from the Supreme of the
Universe, the Great Eloheim, the Creator and
upholder of all things, who is enthroned in
eternity in glory and in power, yet who con-
descends to talk about such matters as bnild-
ing store-houses, sending men to do this or
that, to go to this or that land, to gather up
money for this or that purpose. And very
many would exelaim, 0O, it 1s money, money,
money.”

That has been the ery continually from the
enemies of the kingdom of God. You know
that was the cry in the days of Joseph, “0O, he
is after money, yon can see this in all his re-
velations; money, money, money; he wants to
get your money. He«pretends it is going into
the hands of the bishop to purchase lands, but
when he gets hold of it you do not get it again.
It is money, money, money, all the time,”

The commands to go and buy this or that
farm, to build houses, sell ont a farm here and
rent one there, take a mission to preach the
rospel to the world, Eather money to purchase
lands, and divide with the poor brethren are all
familiar talk with us, easy to be understood,
and without mystery. '

When Joseph received this revelation it was
23 plain to the understanding of the saints, as
are my instructions when telling you what
to do. :

The Lord said to the people, through Joseph,
vou must keep the law here, and be careful to
repent of your sins. Occasionally a man’s
name would be mentioned, and he might be
pointed out as a pattern for the rest.

Do you repent of your sing? If you do not,
von will be overcome by the enemy. He said
to the people, repent of your ging and keep the
law, or you will have no inheritance in this
region. :

Many who are here now owned farms there,
and some owned large tracis of land. Have
vou possession of them now? You have not.
You may be rigiftful owners of those lands, but
vou are not the possessars. There are many
in this congregation who own the right of the
soil there, that is to say, if 'the government of
the United States could or would give any
right to it.

The Lord said, repent of your sins, or you
cannot stay here and receive your inheritance;
and this land will not be given to the sa
until they are scourged and driven from city lo
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city. This is plain, and every person can un-
derstand it. _

As there are persons named in the revelation
which I bave read, to whom [ wish to refer
n;nre particularly, I will again read a portion
of it:

“Now, as I spake concerning
Edward Partridge, this land is the land of his
residence and those whoem he has appointed
for his counselors, and also the land of the
residence of him whom I have appointed to
keep my store-house; wherefore let them bring
their families to this land, as they shall coun-
sel between thomselves and me, for behold it
is not weet that I should command in all things,
for he that is compelled in all things the same
is a slothful and not a wise servant, wherefore
he receiveth no reward.” .

Here are two characters pointed out, br.
Partridge and another whose name is not men-
tioned here, but whose name was Gilbert, and
wlho was appointed keeper of the store-house.

You can understand what this plain revela-
tion meant, and it will .come Lome to your
comprehension. “Tor behold it is not meet
that 1 should command in all things, for he
that is compelled in all things the same is a
not a wise servant.” Those men
whose names are mentioned were congidered
to be as holy, I may say, as any men in the
world.

I am a witness, so far as this is concerned,
that the persons whose names are mentioned,
and many others of the first elders of the
charch, were looked upon almost as angels.—
They were looked upon by the young members
as being so filled with the spirit and power of
God, that we were hardly worthy to converse
with them. You bear the names of Bishop
Partridge, of br. W. W. Phelps, who is now
sitting in this stand, of Parly P, Pratt, of Da-
vid Whitmer, of Oliver Cowdery, and the
names of many others of the first elders who
had been up to Zion, and 1declare to you that
brethren in other partsof the land, those who
had not seen the persous named,felt that should
they come into their presence they would have
to pull of their shoes, as the ground would be
so holy upon which they trod.

Do you know what distance and age accom-
plish? They produce in people the most re-
verential awe that can be imagined.

When we reflect and rightly understand, we
leari how easy of comprehension the gospel is,
how plain it is in its plan, in every part an
principle fitted perfectly to the capacity of
mankind, insomuch that when it is introduced
among the lovers of truth it appears very easy
and very plain, ard how very ready the hon-
est are to receive it. .

But gend it abroad and give it antiquity, and
it is at once.clothed with mystery. This is
the case with all the ancient revelations.—
Those which were received and understood by
the ancients are shrouded in mystery and un-
certainty to this generation, and men are em-
ployed to reveal the meating of the ancient
scripltures.

e people on every hand are inguiring,
*What does this scripture mean, . and how
shall we understand this or that passage?’
Now I wish, my brethren and sisters, for us to
understand things precisely as they are, and
not as the flitting, changing imagination of the
hnman mind may frame them,

The Bible is just as plain and easy of com-
prehension as the revelation which I have just
read to you, if youn understand the Spirit of God,
the spirit of revelation, and know how the gos-
pel of salvation is adapted to the capacity of
weak man.

If you-could see things as they are, you
would know that the whole plan of salva-
tion and all the revelations ever given to man
on the earth are as plain as would be the re-
marks of an elder, were he to stand here and
talik about our every day business.

I want you to understand this, that you may
know how to understandingly read the Bible
and the revelations deliverec{ to you in your
own generation, and how to honor your religion
and your God. !

en you read the revelations, or when yon

hear the will of the Lord concerning you, for

your own.sakes never receive that with a
doubtful heart. This is a matter that I have
frequently impressed upon the pecple here; I
have exhiorted them from year to year upon
this very point, and have asked, why do you
receive the counsel of God with donbtful
hearts when you are taught the way of life
and salvation, when things are made 8o plain
and easy to you that you cannot misunderstand
them? Why do you admit of such unbelief in
your hearts and feelings as to say—*“this or
that is beneath the notice of the Almighty,
and say that he does not deal in such simple,
small and every day affairs?”

Why say, ‘We want to hear from the stand
concerning the mysteries, the eternal myster-
ies of the kingdom of God, that which we have
never heard?” I mighgsay to such, O fools,
and slow of heart to believe all that the proph-
ets have spoken.

Is it a mystery to you, sisters, how to knit
a stoekin You all answer, ‘no, not at all.’

But bring an individual from a world where
they never had stockings, and it is as much of
a mystery to that person, as any thing eou
have ever thought of could be to you, because
he would be perfectly ignorant of all ideas
pertaining to rhat art. '

You may now be inclived to say; ‘O, this i3
too eimple and childlike, we wish to hear the
mysleries of the kingdoma of the Gods who
have existed from eternity, and of all the king-
doms in which they will dwell;we desire to have
these things portrayed to onur nnderstandings.’

Allow me to inform you that you are in the
midst of it all now, that yon are in g'u!t as

good a kingdom as

my servant| joy it. .
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yourselves by the grace of God, by the will a wider influence than righteous ones, conse-
of God, by the eternal priesthood of God, ‘quently in this community when you find one
which is a code of laws perfectly calculated to evil person in a family, or in a neighborhood,
overn and control eternal matter. If you and that person will actually make it appear to a
?du not by this means make that better king- stranger that the whole family, or neighborhood,
dom which we anticipate, we shall never en- isevil. The good and evil are mixed together,
the wheat and the tares are growing together,
e can only enjoy the kingdom we have la- | the wise and foolish virgins are traveling on
bored tomake. If yousaythat youwant myster- together. Some of the people are actually
ies, commandments and revelations, I reply |foolish, and they think that the Lord looks
that scarcely a Sabbath passes over upon sin with a great deal of compassion, and

| your having the revelatious of Jesus Christ

' from their unrighteous dealing one with anoth-

|

our
hefids,Mhose of yon who come here, witﬁnut I are thinking, “0. if I should do this or that I
~will be forgiven. Yes, I will go and tell it all
poured upon you like water on the ground. Itu the heads of the church and get their for-
‘Wh gg you not write them, brothe¢T Brig- giveness, and pass on in my wickedness.” Do
ham?’ { will tell you one reason why:—I ex- | you wish your friends to stay here, and all to
ect that they will be one of these days, but|besaintsindeed? Now some children are wick-
F.expect that you will have them written ed and their parents righteous, and again chil-
when God and his faithful servants have suf=|dren may be saints and their parents wicked,
fered enough from the fgnorance, foolishness, There are good people who have wicked broth-
wickedness and slothfulness of the people,|ers and sisters, and they say, “let us be for-
from their slowness of heart to believe, and giving,let us hold on to them, we have com-
- passion, perhaps they will do better and repent
T  of their sins, and yet be saints.” Is this not
Then I expect that there will be just revela- | the feeling of every heart? It is, more or less.
tion enough given and written to cut all the Who isthere enlirely void of these compassion-

"have hitherfo, unless

ou will ever attain to, communications corrn
from now to all eternity, unless you make i, righteous dealings an

ungodly off from the church, and send them to ate feelings? Father, save your son if possible;
heﬁ. :i'he reason it is not given now, is be- save your danghter, parents, if it is possible;
cause of the mercy the Lord still sees fit to ex- | brothers, save your brethren, ifitis possibﬁ-,

tend towards them.

You recollect that last Sabbath, and two
weeks ago to-day, I told the people that it
would be for their good to go and perform a
certain piece of work, which was just as much
revelation to you as would be teachings upon
the subject of getting your endowment. It
was life, and was upon the principles of eter-
nal lives. I recollect telling you, when you
lift your hands to heaven like that (raising his
hand) and say that you will perform thus and
so and do not, that such a course would damn
you, as sure as you are now living. Men and
women ought to fulfill all their covenants.

I exhorted the brethren not to say that they
would do the work, unless they intended to uﬁﬁ
and do it, for if they did not, I said they would
be cursed.

I am almost constrained by the power that
is within me to draw the dividing line in the
midst of this people, and to cut many from the
charch, but I plead for mercy. I have mercy
for the people, and I ask God to bear with the
wickedness there is in their midst, which can
hardly be borne with by the spirit and power

d | of the Holy Ghost.

I said, two weeks ago to-day, that some of
you would be cursed, but have you ever heard
me curse the people? You have not, though I
have to hang, as it were, on a slender thread
of faith to plead with the Almighty to yet
spare the wicked in our midst, What hinders
them from observing.the law of God? Dol
or does any other person hinder them? Who
hinders yon from doing a good work? I am
wearied with sceing the conduct of some of
this peopie, their thieving, lying, tattling, de-
ceiving, running after the gentile spirit, after
the spirits of this world, receiving delusive
agirita and adbering to all manner of principles
that are not of God.

What hinders us in living as close to our re-
ligion as do the angels? Angels do not hinder
us, God certainly does not, and we ought to
say to devils, *you shall not.” But in the
midst of this people there is a set of thieves,
idolaters, drunkards, wheremonzers and vile
persons. It may be asked, ‘“‘shall we not draw
the dividing line 5oon?"? Yes, some will in due
time get line enough to send them to hell.  Many
are pleading for revelations; do youw sup-
pose that saints lack revelations? They have
plenty of them, and they are stored in the ar-
chives of those who have understanding of
the principles of the priesthood, ready to be
brought forth as the people need. I will again
read a portion of the revelation, “for he that
is compelled in all things the same is a slothful
and not a wise servant, wherefore he receiveth
no reward. Verily I say, men should be anx-
iously engaged in a good canse, and do many
things of their own free will, and bring to pass
much righteousness, for the power is in them
wherein they are azents unto themselves, and
inasmuch as men do good they shallin no wise
lose their reward.” -

There is one principle that Ido wish the peo-
ple would observe, that is, do not ask God to
give you knowledge, when youn are confident
that yon will not keep and rightly improveup-
on that knowledge. It is a mercy in God that
many are as ignorant as they are, for were it
not so they would not be borne with as they are.
Do not ask for revelations to dictate you in
this, that, or the other, unless you are sure
that you ean obey them. Do not suffer your-
selves to falter in your faith, and to say that
the door of revelation in closed, forI teil yon
that there are npw too many for your good,
unless yon hearken more diligently than you
you apply more closely
(in vour lives what isrevealed and live your re-
ligion more faithfully. '

You are frequently told that the chastise-
menfs which come upon this people are for their
‘good. We may ask “is pinching want for our
‘good? Ts the destruction of our crops for our
‘good? Is the losing of our property for our
good?” Who will lay it to heart? Who will
‘realise it? - There are a few who will. I can
say with safety that I irmly believe that there
jare five wise virgins and five foolish ones; that
 there are five who are wise servants and hand-
maidens t> five who ate foolish. But in look-
ing at the people in mass this may not appear,
for you are frequently told that one evil person
\can corrupt many. It is an old saying, apd a
.true one, that “a wicked king can corrupt a
‘nation,” and a wicked father will corrupt a
family, and a wicked ruler will corrupt those
herulesover. We wish to be one, but “evil
good manners.” Un-

doings appear to exert
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save your sisiers, if it is possible; save this
man, or that woman, and lef us have mercy
on them, we will be compassionate on them.

A great many come to me and say,*l wish
to do exactly as the Lord shall direct through
you, brother Brigham;” if I had the word of
the Lord I would not dare give it to them, un-
less I knew it was an absolute duty. They
never would obey it, because they are tanght
the word of the Lord here all the time, but do
the§ hearken to it? Those who have wisdom
within themselves, who have in possession the
spirit of the gospel, know what they hear from
this stand. They know truth from error, they
are satfsfied, and never ask the Lord to give
them more revelation, but to give them grace
tt:l observe and keep what they have receiv-
ed. -

You can perceive what kind of characters -
they are who need to be commanded, they are
slothful and not wise servants. Many of you
may inquire why I am urging this point to-day;
because it is necessary, it ought to he done. i
wish those who dre Saints to walk uprightly
before their God, and to do everything they
can for their brethren who are not Sdints. I
desire every man and woman to exercise them-
selves to the utmost, for they will, in all prob-
ability, be lost unless we save them. Youcome
to me and want to know the will of God, what
for? It would send you to hell, as likely as
not, for you will not do it, and that would lay
the foundation for your condemnation, as it is
written, “those that receive the commandments
of God and do not do them are damned.” I
feel to urge these things upon the people that
they may save themseives, that they may be
industrious and go to with a ready heart and
willing mind, with all their might, to do the
things that are necessary to be done.

S.ippose that the Lord should give you a
written revelation through me, I am satisfied
that it wonld not infringe upon your planting
corn, sowing wheat and watering in the season
thereof. The very first thing would be to
instruct the people to take care of their tem-
poral lives, for if a people do not provide to
live on the earth they cannot accomplish the
work given them to do. The first thing to
be written would be for people to prepare to
live on the earth, until they ecould overcome
the wickedness that is in the world,

This would be dictating you in your temp-
oral affairs; I can dictate you in those matters,
and if the Lord does not move me to the point
of drawing the dividing line, though if he does
[ expect to be on hand, Jet us go to with all
our might and do every good work we can, and
be satisfied and not ie continually grumiﬂing
and complaining against the Lord and teazing
him for more than you know what to do with.

I could not, nor eould any other man, give a
revelation that would be more plain to the com-
preheision of the people than the one I have
read to you this morning. There’is no mystery
about it, nothing mysterious or in the dark, but
every man may easily know precisely what
it means; all the peop!. may understand it to
perfection. This revelation was given to the
people iu their iguorauce; 'it was given, we
may say; at the birth of the man child, in the
first days of the being of the priesthood again
upon the earth, and®yet it was so calculated
and so worded (hat every person could under-
stand it. Br. PRartridge knew what to d¢;
Gitbert, Rigdon and Peterson knew what to do,
and in retsining to Kirtland the elders were to
lift up their voices by the way, and to build up
churches. 3

One man is told to do this, and another to do
that. Edward, you go and get your family
and move them up here, etc. Can you under-
s‘and this? It is one of the revelations of
God, given to this people in the first rise of the
church. I do not expect to give you any par-
ticular light upon it by way of illustration, for
it would be like my telling youn that the san
shines, and that we are within the walls of
this Temple block. seated under a partial
shade constructed for screening ns from the
rays of the sun. You kuow all this, you un-
derstand it as well as I doj so did those to
whom it was given understand this revelation.
Would von undersiand what might be said to
vou, if Ishonld eommand you to do this or thut?
Ask some man to command you, and never
ask God to do it, until you are prepared to
keep his commandments.

Y?:m are ready to say in your hearts, ‘we are
alwavs scolded.’ o hurts von? You will
never be hurt, unless you hurt yourselves. 1If
we live onr religion we shall prosper, and if wa
live in the neglect of our duty and continue ¢o -
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