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I1 will read a revelation printed in the book
of doctrine and covenantsco enacts and given in zion
in august 1831 it was givenguen in independence
jackson county missouri I1 think during the
first timegime that joseph was in that land the
president read the revelation section 18

I1 do not anticipate in the few remarks that
I1 shall make throwing any particular light
upon this rerevelationelation especially to those who
are acquainted with the circumstances under
which it was given

when revelations are given through an indi-
vidual appointed to receive them they are
givenen to the understandings of the peopleaieliethese revelations after a lapse of years be-
come mystified to those who were not person-
ally acquainted with the circumstances at the
time they were given

the revelation that I1 havehive been reading may
be aaas in totd our children in a thousand
or fifteen hundred yearsears from now in case the
world continues in thetha same degree of enlight-
enment that it lidshas fortor a few ages past as the
revelations contained in the 01oldoid anuandand new test-
aments are to this generation and it would be
commented upon with the same scrutiny and
accuracy and men would study year after
year andaud fret themselves almost to death to
find out the mmysterious meaning of the revela-
tion given to us their forefathersforefatherfore fathel s

this revelation is as plain and clear to the
understandingsgg of tinill 8 who know the circum-
stancesstafices that called it forth as it would be for
you0u to understand me should I1 talk about
making a canal to bring the waters of big
cottonwood to this city for irrigating our gar-
dens and the farming lands it is plain and
easy to0 be understood it is familiar to us who
were in that country at the time we know all
about it

but a portion of this congregation have not
been personally acquainted with thethie early
exexperienceermence and travels of this church and withthithe sayings and doings of the prophet joseph
and it may be that they do not fullytully understandtM
what this revelation really does mean

they do not actually know that there is
sucheuch a place as independence in jackson coun-
ty missouri they have heard of it and may
have an idea that it is situated in the regions
where angelslangels dwell

the revelation which I1 have read was per-
fectly plain and could be beadilreadily understood
by all the brethren then in jaclsonjacisonjackson county
missouri and in kirtland ohio as easily as
you can understand me when I1 talk about didig-
ging canals building dwellings tabernacles
templeslesies andarid storehousesstore houses or when I1 talk about
drawingME sand and clay burning lime etc

Is it strange or is it not strange to people
endowed with wisdom that the inhabitants of
the earth beclouded as they are should haehave
such revelationrevelationsa given to them Is it strange
or is it not strange that they allbilshould0uld reject
them

would this be a hard question for the con-
gregationgregation to answer looking at these things
after the manner of the widdwisdomorn of the world
we say that it would be very strange indeed
as a certain professor would say it would be
passing strange

it would be strange indeed should people
receive suchguch ideas upon such subjects as re-
velationsicve from god from the supreme of the
universe the great elvheimEl the creator and
upholder of all khintsthings whoullo is enthroned in
eternity in glory andaldar in power yet who con-
descends to talk aboutabdat such matters as build-
ingin storehousesstore houses sendingbending men to do this or
mitatthat to go to this or thatthab land to gather up
money fortor this or that purpose and very
many would exclaim llo0 it is money money

I1money
that has been the cry continually from the

enemies of the kingdom of god you know
thitthat was the cry in the daysays of joseph 0 he
is after money youyon can see this in all his re
ideelatlationsionslons money money moneymone hebe wantwants to
get your money ilehe pretends it isis going into
the hands of the bishop to purchase lands but
whenaben hshe gets hold of it youyon do notrot get it again
it is money money money all the time

the commands to go and buy this or that
farm to build houses sell out a farmafarin here and
rent one there take a mission to preach the
gospelRs el to the world gather money to purchase
landslangsandand divide with the poor brethren are all
familiar talk with us easy to be understood
and without mystery

when joseph received this revelation it was
as plain to the understanding of the saints as
freinyare my instructions when telling youyon what
to ddd

said to the people through joseph
youyott inamust keep the law here and be careful to

Cof your binssins occasionally a mans
name would be mentioned and liehe might be
pointed outoct as a pattern for the rest

do you repent of your sins if you do not
you will bdb overcome by the enemy lieile said
to thetiie people repent of your sins and keep the
14lawD or louvillyou willvill haehave no inheritance in this
t enonS0

manynanydiany who are here now owned farms there
aniline owned large tracts of land haveilave

of them nonow you have not
vo pinession lands butyou mbybenR owners of those
puou arelareaagrenot1 ot the thremr re arcare many
in this congregation who ewt i the right of the
soil there that is to say inthe government of
thelthe united states could or would give any

rito it
thethaj n lord said repent of your sins or you

cn Tip tay here andand receive your inheritance
adaaaddAandana thisfils land will not be given to the saints
until th-eythey are scourgedurged and driven from city lo10

city thisthi1 s is plain and every person can un-
derstanddedertandstand iit

As there are persons named in the revelation
which I1 have read to whom I1 wish to refer
more particularly I1 will again read a portion
of it

now as I1 concerning my servant
Eedwarddward partridge this land is the land ofbf his
residence and those ham he has appointed
for his counselorsco ansuns elofs and alsoalgo the land of the
residence of him whom I1 have appointed to
keep my storehousestore house wherefore let them bring
their fdmiliesfamilies to this landaland as they shall coun j

sel between themselvesthimtham selves and me for behold it
is not meet that I1 should command in all things
for he thatahat is compelled in all things the same
is a slothful and not a wise servant2 wherefore
he receiveth no reward

here are two characters pointed out br
partridge and another whoseN hose name is not men-
tioned here but whose name was gilbert and
who was aappointedapoi anted keeper of the storehousestore house

you cancau understand what this plain revela-
tion meant and jtit will come home to your
comprehension for behold it is not meet
that I1 should command in all things for he
that is compelled in all things the same is a
slothful andahland not a wise servant those men
whose names are mentioned were considered
to be as holy I1 maymarmalmay say as any men in the
world

I1 anam a witness so far as this is concerned
that the persons whose nimesnamesnames are mentioned
and many others of the first elders of ttheh
church were looked upon almost as angelsahmels1they were looked upon bbyy the young memembersibbers

i
as beinbeing so filled witwithlitththee spiritirit and power of
god tesothatt we were hahardlyadly worthyorthy to converse
with them you hehearar the names of bishop
partridge of br IV IV phelps who is now
sitting in this stand of parly P pratt of da-
vid whitmer of oliver cowdery and the
names of many others of the first elders who
had beenbem up to zion and I1 declare to you that
brethren in other parts of the land those who
had not seen thle persons nam edfelt that should
they come into their presence they would have
to pull ororropt theirair shoes as the ground would be
so holy uuponI1onuwhich they trod

do cotilyou nowknow what distance and agegage accom-
plishp lish they produce in people the most re-
verentialverent iallal awe that can be imagined

when we reflect and rightly understand we
learn how easy of comprehension the gospel is
how plain it is in its plan in every partart anand
principle fitted perfectly to the cacapacityacety of
inanmankindkind insomuch that when it is introduced
among the lovers of truth it appears very easy
and very plain andanti how very ready the hon-
est are to receive it

but send it abroad and giveive it antibuantiquityI1it and
it is at once clothed withwith mystery Tthisilisillsllis is
the case wiwiththillallail the ancient revelations
those which were received and understood by
the ancients are shrouded in mystery and un-
certainty to this generation and men are em-
ployedplopio d to reveal the meaningleahing of the ancient
scriptureseridrie res

theT peopleeople on every hand are inquiring
what noesdoes this scripture mean arilariiandarlt how

shall we understand this or thaethat passage
now I1 wish my brethren and sisters for us to
understand things precisely as ththeyeyareare and
not as the flitting cchanginganding imagination of the
human mind mamayv frame them

the bible is just as plain and easy of com-
prehension as the revelation which 1I have just
read to you if you understand the spirit of god
the spirit of revelation aandid know how the gsgos-
pel of salvation is adapted to the capacity of
weak man

ifisyouyou could see things as they are you
would know that the whole plan of salvasaava
tion and all the revelations ever given to man
on the earth are as plain as would be the re-
marks of an elder were he to stand here and
talk about our every day business

I1 want you to understand this that you may
know how to understandunderstandinglyunderstandingsingi read the bible
and the revelations livereTdelivererdedelivered to you inin youryur
own generation and how to honor your religion
and your god

whenmen you read the revelations or when you
hear the will of the lord concerning you for
your own sakes never receive that with a
doubtful heart this is a matter that I1 have
frequently impressed upon the people here I1
have exhorted them from year to year upon
thih very point and have asked why do you
receive the counsel of god with doubtful
hearts when you are taught the way of lifelire
and salvation when things are made sobo plain
and easy to you that you cannot misunderstand
them why do you admit of such unbelief in
your hearts and feelings as to say this or
that is beneath the notice of the almighty
aniand say that he does not deal in such simple
small and every day affairs

why say we want to hear from the stand
concerningconcerning the dystemysteriesofisa the eternal myster-
ies of the kingdom of god that which we have
never heard I1linimightasaysay to such 0 fools
and slowsiow of heart toto believebelleve all that the proph-
ets have spoken

Is it a mystery to you sisters how to knit
a stocking4 you all answer no not at all

but brinbring an individual from a world where
they neveneverrhadlad stockings and it is as much of
a mystery to that perpersonson as any thing fouyouyouvou
have ever thought of could be to you becabeczbecausepuseCuse
he would be perfectly ignorant of all idideaseais
pertaining to that art

you maynay nowrov be inclined to say 100 this ii
too ssimpiesimple and childlike we wish to hear the
mysteries of thehe kingdoms of thetiie gods who
have existed from eternity and of all the king-
doms in which they will dwelliedwell we desire to have
these things portrayed to our understandings Y

allow me to inform youyon that you are in the
midst of it allalic

now that you are in just as
good a kingdom as you will ever attain to
from now to all eternity unless youyu make i

yourselves0ur selves by the grace of god by the will
ofyf god by the eternal priesthood of god
which is a code of laws perfectly calculated to j

govern and control eternal matter ifir you and
lovernI1 do not bby this means make that better king-
dom whichwhick we anticipate we shall never en-
joy it

we can only enjoy the kingdom we have la-
boredbored to make if you say that you want i

iesles commandments and revelations I1 reply
that scarcely a sabbath passes over your

of you who come here without
your having the revelations of jesujesus christ
poured uuponon you like water on the ground i

why sodo you not write them brotherbrothe brig-
ham I1 will tell you one reason why I1 ex- i

hectact that thethey will be one of these daysclays but
1 expect that you will have them written
when god and his faithful servants have suf-
fered

1

enough from the fgignorancenorance foolishness I1

wickedwickednessnesinest3 and slothfulness1 iluiness of the people
from their slowness of heart to believe and
from their unrighteous dealing one with adoth 1

er
then I1 expect that there willvill be just revela-

tion enough given and written to cut allail the j

unungodly off from the church andaalant send them to
ithehlhebl thee reason it isis not givenven now is be-
cause of the mercy the Lolord still sees fit to ex-
tend towards them

you recollect that last sabbath andarid two
weeks ago todayto day I1 told the people that it
would befie for their good to go andarid perform a
certaincertain ppiecediecealece of work which was just as much
revelation to you as would be teachings upon
the subject of getting yourour endowment it
waswa lifeilfe and was upon the principles of eter-
nal lives 1I recrocrecollect0 tellintelling youvou when you
lift your hands to heaven likelike that raising his
hand and say that you will perform thus and
so and do not that such a course would damn
you as sure as you are now living men and
women ought to fulfill all their covenants

I1 exhorted the brethren not to say that they
would do the work uniunlessess theythoy intended tto0 9go0
and do it for if they did not I1 said they wwouldouid
be cursed

I1 am almost constrained by the power that
is within me to draw the dividing line in the
midst of this people and to cut many from the
church butbud I1 plead for mercy I1 have mercy
for the people and I1 ask god to bear
wickedness there is in thetheirir midst which callcan
hardly be borne with by the spirit and power
of the holy ghost

I1 said two weeks ago todayto day that some of
you would be cursed but have you ever heard
me curse the people you have not though I1
have to hang as it werewereonaon a slender thread
of faith to plead with the almightyAlmish ty to yet
spare the wicked in our midst what hinders
them from observing the law of god do 1I
or does any ototherther person hinder them who
hinders youyon from doing a good work 1 I am
wearied with seeing the conduct of some of
this people their thievinglevingtl lying tattling de-
ceivingce iving running after the gentile spirit after
the spirits of this world receiving delusive
stratspiritsbrits and adhereadheringgozgoi to all manner of principles
that are not of god

what hinders us in living as close to our re-
ligion as do the angels angels do not hinder
us god certainly does not and we ought to
sarbaysay to devils ayouyoayou shall not jontbut in the
midst of this people there is a set of thieves
idolatersidolaters drunkards whoremongers and vile
persons it maymaybebe asked shall we not draw
the dividing line 1soonasoon yes some will in due
time get line enough to send them to hellliell mariynally
are pleading for revelations do yoyoaca sup-
pose that saints lack revelations they have
plenty of themthera and thethey are stored in the ar-
chives of those who havekave understanding of
the principles of tilethe priesthood ready to be
brought forth as the people need I1 will again
read a portion of the revelation forlie that
is compelled in all things the same is a slothful
and not a wise servant wherefore liehe receiveth
no reward verily I1 say men should be anx-
iously engaged in a good cause and do many
things of their own free will and bring to passas 3
much righteousness for the power is in lemthem
wherein they are agagentsgents unto themselves and
inasmuch as men do good they shall in no wise
lose their reward

there is one principle thitth it I1 do wish the peo-
ple would observe that is do not ask god to
give you knowledge when you are confident
that yoliyou will not keep and rightly improve uup-
on that knowledge it is a mercymercmere in god atthat
many are as ignorant as they are for were it
not so they would not be borne with as they arearc
do not ask for revelations to dictate you in
this that or the other unless you arearc sure
that you can obey them do not suffer your-
selves to falter in your faith and to sasay that
the door of revelation in closed for I1 tellteli 3 oti
that there are now too many for your good
unless you hearken more diligently ththanan yyou0
have hithertohitherCbfo unless you aapplyply inoremore cacloselyay
in bour lives what and live your re-
ligion more faithfullyyiyou are frequently told that the chastise-
ments which come upon this people are for their
good welve may ask is pinching want for our
good Is the destruction of our crops for our
good lsisIs19 the losing of our property for our
good who will lay it to heart who will
realisenealise it there are a few whowilo will I1 can

i
say with safety that I1 firmly believe that there

1
are five wisewige virgins and tivelive foolish onerones that
themthere are five who are wise servants and ilandhand
maidens t five who aleaieare foolish but in look-
ing at the people in mass themaymay not appear
furfir you are frequentlyv toldtoltoi that oneoe evil person
can corrupt many ttit is an old saying aad a

I1 true one that acaa wicked kinking can corrupt a
nation and a wicked father will corrupt a
family and a wicked zulerruler will corrupt those
he rules over we wiwishSh to be one but evil

1

corricorruptt good manners un-
righteous dealindealings and doingss appear to exert

a wider influence than righteous ones conse-
quently in this community whenwhew you find one
evil person in-a family or iiiin a neighborhood
that person will aactually mmakeakeale it aappearpear to a
stranger that the whole family or neighborhoodeigelg
is evitevil the good and evil are mixed together
the wheat anyand the tares are growing together
the wise and foolish virginsir ins are traveling on
together some of I1thehe people are actually
foolish and they think that the lorilord looks
upon sin with a great deal of compassion and
are thinking 0 itif I1 should do this or that I1
will be forgiven yesyea I1 will go and tell it all
to the headshe of the church and get their for-
givenessgiveness and pass on in my wickedness 11 do
youOU wish your friends to stay here and all to
bee saints indeed now somesosio chilchiichildrenchialdidlendienen areate wick-
ed and their parents righteous and again chil-
dren may be saints and their parents wicked
there are good people who have wicked broth-
ers aridaud sisters and they say let us bbo ffor-
giving

ar
let us hold onontoto them we have com-

passion perhaps they will do better and repent
of their sins andabd yet be saints Is this not
the feeling of every heart it is more or less
who is there entirely void 0of thedethesethese compassion-
ate feelings father save your son if possible
save your daughter0 parents if it is pospossiblesibl
brothers avaavesave your brethren if it is possible
save your sisters if it is possible save this
man or that woman and let us have mercy
on them we will be compassionate on them

A greatea many comecomb lo10 me and sayisayf wish
to do1 exactlya aly as tilethe lord shall direct thithrough0ugh
you brother brighamErigham itif I1 had the wordward otok
the lord I1 would not dare give it to them un-
less I1 knew it was an absolute duty they
never would obey it because they are taught
the word of the lord here akialj the time butbat do
ththey hearken to it aimse who have wisdomvisdorn
within themselves who have in possession the
spirit of the gospel know what they hear from
this stand irhethey know truth from error they
are satisfied affand never ask the lord to give
them more revelation but to give thethemmgracegrace
to observe and keep what they have receiv-
ed

you can perceive what kind of characters
they are whowiio need to be commanded they are
slothful and not wise servants many of afyou11

may inquire why I1 am urging this point totbtodayddayY
because it is necessary it ought to be done I1
wish those who are saints to walk uprightly
before their god and to do everything they

1
cancall for their brethren who are not saints I
ddesireasire every mamann and woman to exercise them-
selves to the utmost for they will dinallin allalt prob-
ability be lost unless we save them you come
to me and want to know the will of god what
for it would send you to hellheil as lillylikely as
not for you will not do it and that would lay
the foundation for yourjour condemnation as it is
written Itthoseliose that receive the commandments
of god and do not do them are damned I1
feel to urge these things upon thetile people that
they may save themselves that they axy be
industrious and go to with a ready heart and
willinwilling mind with all their might to do the
things that are necessary to be done

that ththe lord should give you a
writtenwritten revelation through me I1 am satisfied
that it would not infringee upon your planting
corn soasowinginiz heatwheat and watering inin the season
thereof eileriletheelie very first thing would be to
instruct the people to take care of their tem-
poral lives for if a people do not provide to
live on the earth they cannot accomplish the
work givenghen them to do the first thing to
be written would be for eoplepeople to prepare to
live on the earth until beeythey could overcome
the wickedness that is in the woworldrid

this would br dictating you in your temp-
oral affairs I1 can dictate you in those mattersmattmatr ers
and if the lord does not move me to the point
ofop drawing the dividing line though jrf he does
I1 expect to be on hand jet us go to with all
our might and do every good weve can and
be satisfied and everievertnot bee continually grumblinggrumbling
and complaining against the lord anandd teaming
him for more than you know whathath to do with

I1 could not nor could any other man givei a
revelation that would be more plain to tilethe com
prehesion of the people than tilethe one I1 have
read to you this morning there bisno mystery
about it nothing mysterioustelious or in the dark but
every man may easlyeasily know precisely what
it means all the deop may under stand it to
perfection this revelation was given to the
people iu their igorignorancemicewice it was given we
may say at the birth of the man child in bethe
first daysdeys of the being of the priesthood again
upon the earth andyes it was so dated
and so worded every personerson could
stand it br cartridge anewknew what to ddi
gilbert rigonrignig lonjon and petersonPeteraon knew what to do
and in re anin to kirtland the elders were to
lift uptip their voices by the way and to build uvup
churches

one man is told to do this and another to do
that edward you go and get your family
and move them up here etc can you under
stand this it is one of the revelations of
god given to this people in thetile first rise of the
church I1 do not expect to give yoliyou any par-
ticular itlightt upon it by waywas of illustration frfar
it wouldwould be like my telling yon that the sunstin
shines and that we are within tilethe walls of
this temple block seated under a partial
shade constructed for screening us ffromroni theth
rays of the sun you know all this youvoa un-
derstandder stand it as well as I1 do BOso did those to
whom it was given understand this revelation
would yon understandind what be said to
you itif I1 sheild command youyon to do this or that
ask some man to command you and never
ask god to do it until youyon are prepared to
keep his commandments

you are ready to sayray in your hearts we are
always scolded who hurts yonyou you will
never be hurt unless you hurthiiri yourselves if
we live our religion we shallbhailI1 prosperprfrandand if wawo
live in the neglect of our duty andind continue 040o


