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bearance thereby exhibiting an ex-
cellent state otof discipline and high sol-
dierly qualities in performing the
arduous and indeed difficult duties
assigned them they have by their pres
ence and concerted action contributed
to the maintenance of the supremacy of
the law and to the restoration of order
where chaos existed and civil war was
threatened they have worthily sustained
the high character otof their profession
and their obliga ions

history delights to repeat the wond-
rous tale of thermopylae and poets sing
of the transcendent spectacle otof balak-
lava but the blue coats otof america can
point with equal pride and satisfaction
to a hundred fields of no less splendid
achievement and martial dosing look
at custers dauntless battalion in the
valley of the big horn A little band otol
three hundred troopers confronted in
overwhelming numbers by a crude and
crafty foe and in the heart of a track-
less desert and wilderness far removed

the inspiring gaze otof men and lack
ing the buoyant moral impulse of a
great patriotic cause yet every manmac a
soldier shaped in the iron mold of disci-
pline and possessed of a sense of duty
which held him to hisbis post as with
hooks of steel here was the tragedy
of balaklava paralleled and there can
be no doubt that many of those brave
men who followed tlethe peerless custer
in that mad last charge fully realized
that a fatal mistake had been made and
that they were riding down to death
yet with that sublime integrity and true
soldierly fidelity which have challenged
the admiration of the world in all ages
not a trooper turned from hisbis standard
not a heart failed or faltered and their
mutilated and disfigured bodies were
found not scattered over the plains
where they had fallen in ignoble flight
but piled in a little circle heaped and
rent rider and horse around the pros-
trate form of their gallant leader such
have been the soldiers who for a hun-
dred years have fought the battles of
civilization in its majestic march toward
the setting sun and many of these very

anany including the brave custer had
served their time in the national guard

rakingfaking it all in all military life has in
its compositioncompositionsa large element of chance
war civic disturbance and climatic hard-
ships are so many dangers which beset
the soldier in his onward path mor-
tality has for him a threatening aspect
it comes arrayed in hostility and in a
manner which the citizen in his peaceful
and luxurious home has no idea of

it is impossible to give too much
prominence to these historical facts and
the failure of not demonstrating the
same by lifting upIII our voice inin our own
defense has left the guardsman where
he is almost quite but not unknown I1
therefore have tiono hesitation in saying
that the national guard of the united
State being matured for hundreds
of have but just been born so far
as an organization is concerned and now
their war cry is comrades we are here
and to remain and to become a potent
power at some time in the not distant
future and will be respected and revered
by all the people

JOHN M DUNNING
captain national guard of utah

the dup ranch out poled
0 be the largest raischraach of its kind
D the world batba been soldbold by the
b ariff otof king coulty warbbaeb to sat
afyfy a judgment foror
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friday december fth 1895 the
hearts otof elders william gardner and
andrew jenson were made glad by the
reception of american mail which had
been forwarded to us from bucklan 1

all was well at our respective homes
when our family letters were written
the public news from the land of the
saints was also of a cheering nature
if there is anything that causes more
than ordinary joy in the heart of an
riderelder in a foreign land it is the recep-
tion otof good news from home and i
new zealand where there is only a
monthly mail from america the arrival
otof the mail steamer is always a red let-
ter day with our elders all traveling
programmedgrammespro and missionary appoint-
ments are generally made with due con-
sideration of american mail day when
the elder desires to find himself in close
proximity to his post office that he may
receive his news from loved ones at
home at 3 p m we boarded the
good steamer Tasman iaone of the hud-
dart parker and cos vessels once
more and sailed for dunedin south
island the day was cloudy but not
stormy hence we had a pleasant voyage
the coast scenery which presents itself
to view as one sails out of the wellington
harbor is very interesting though not so
grand or beautiful as seen in several
other parts of the world

saturday december ath at a m
the tasmania reached the mouthmould of the
inlet on which port lyttleton is situated
about six miles up from the ocean
at 6 a in we arrived at the harbor

miles from wellington and as the
steamer was to remain here for several
hours elder gardner and myself landed
and boarded the railroad train which in
twenty minutes brought ud to the
beautiful city otof Christchristchurchchurch six and a
half miles from lyttleton nearly two
miles of this distance is through a tunnel
which has been bored through the heart
of the mountain which separates port
lyttleton from the canterbury plains
we spent the morning hours walking
through the artificial park lying adjacent
to the museum and we were particularly
interested in the fine ponds and th
scenery along the avon river which
passes through both the park and the
city and abounds with fish we also
visited the public library and on return-
ing t the railway station we unexpect-
edly met elders edgar 0 best and
wallace C castleton who are laboring
as missionaries in canterbury witti
headquarters in christchurchChrist church many
years ago there was a flourishing branch
of latter day saints in christchurchChristchurch and
others in the immediate vicinity but the
members of these have long since emi-
grated to zion or have strayed off with
the exception otof one or two who still
remain and are only counted as scat

members in 1894 missionary
labors were renewed in canterbury and
the prospects are now good for a suesuc

work being done quite a
number of people are investigating the
principles of the gospel and a few
months ago eider best baptized two

the city of Christchristchurchchurch is situated in
a flat country on the edge of what is
known totally as the canterbury plains
the distant mountains to the west
especially in winter and spring when
covered with snow form a beautiful
background to the city while to the

south thelyttleton hills rise to a hew
of isoo feet the city has been

laid out only the roads
follow the winding banksonbanks of thesthe
river avon that flows through the tOfte
breaks somewhat the regular hK
street system large plantations 01
english trees have been made I1ind theftparks squares avenues and private
gardens many of the buildings with
private and public are excellent speci-
mens of architecture whether buelto
greystone brick or wood personally I1
like christchurchChrist church better than any odottmar
city I1 have seen so tar in new Z 3 4

one of earliest difficulties ani
first settlers of christchurchChrist church IJAbacallotb
contend with was that of communication
between the port and the insAfPlaplains U
first the only means of ft
to christchurchChrist church was bybv sea in stewsteam
lighters to the estuary of the ld
up the river heathcote in 1857 11

road between christchurchChrist church and guinnerLuinner I1

on the lyttleton inlet was openqt
it was soon afterwards resolved totoflus
a tunnel through the hills the aunstuns
is 2866 yards in length the longest r
nel in the southern hemispherehemis here IT1line was opened in 1867 bebeintaptwp

first railway constructedconi in
zealand

after a hurried conversation widin
ders best and castleton we
lyttleton and again boarded the tas-
mania

aft
which sailed at 2 p m amrafter

rounding the heads at the moutmouth of am
inlet the ship headedbeaded for dunedin about
two hundred miles away and as1 the
weather was good and the sea smooth

I

we spent another pleasant night on I1the
briny deep 1

sunday december ath at 6 old
a in we entered ththee picturesqueue inlet I1

which leads up to dunedin about MH
way up we passed port chalmers X tt
our right and at 7 a in we were ayio
alongalongsideside of the wharf at buneda
here we met elder john G young i

afpfof the missionaries from zion lalazootinlaootin
inin the district or the south eod
of the south island of new zealand
As we had no saints to visit in
and felt no particular desire to gota OW
of the sectarian churches we toofetoika a
stroll through the main street of the city
and also visited the museum the re-
mainder of the day we spent at our MUM
in the hotel reading in the evening
we walked to the princess theatre
where one of the popular dunedin di-
vinesvines was preaching a farewell sermon
but the house was too crowded torfor us to
gain admittance so we had to conticontentvat
ourselves with listening to some salva-
tion army performance and to go aay
without being converted or saved

1

though one otof the aids in the meeting
who considered it his duty to talk to uus
tried his best to tell us something about
being baptized of the lord without be 1

ing able to answer our questionluestion in e
gard to the necessity of being baptizedof
water and otof the spirit 1

monday december athth we EfA iks
gardner young and lensonjenson
the union steamship general officofficestititodunedin and succeededded in makingaraar
range ments lor a reduction otor lirtI1
centbentinin the iagular fare for ouroar elders
traveling from port to portpart in anaandtabitMS

tween new zealand australia smootsamoa
tonga and fifi or on all the union
steamship cos steamers Hitherto our
elders have been allowed no reduction
though such has been given to mmuus
of the gospel belonging to other deabila


