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irom their midet those who were not of
their faith. They expected that in the
latter daya kings and queens would
come to Zion, and that to this land of
fumerica the eyes of all nations would
turn with fond desires. They expected
that the government under which they
lived would proeper and grow. They
believed it was from God and that the
men who prepared the sacred instru-
ment of the Constitution were inspired
by Him. They believed that God was
directing the uflairs of men in all parta
of tha earth, and that He would over-
ritle all the acts of wicked men for the
salvation of the honest in heart every-
w here.

God baving gathered the Baints to
these mountains, what haid He not
done for them in the way of temporal
blessingr? The speaker referred to the
advent of the ploneers to these valleys
and to thesufferinges of the early ret-
tlers in this then forbidding region.
The valleys were nt that time, be sald,
a# barren ag the mountains surround-
ing them were now, and it seemed

impossible to the human mind that|

any nurmber of people could loug exist,
much less prosper, in such a place.
But what did they find it today? A
country upon which the blessings of
Glod had rested in rich abundance, and
fields yielding crops unexocelled in any
part ofy thie great land. Apostle Can-
non cited various instances in proof of
liis assertione, spoke of the immense

aantity of grain harvesied in the
Territory, the ample water supply
where only small streams once ran,and
the marvelous growth of those thickly
populated settlewents where at one
time only a family or two resided. God
had indeed fulfilled His promises and
the predictions which had been made
concerning His Zion of the latter days.
He had caused the desert place to be-
come a fraitful garden; He had caused
streame of living water to spring from
the earth and-the waste places had be-
come the habitations of men, and He
told ns in the strongest language that
we should trust in Him and oot be
afraid of what man could do.

People from all parts of the earth
would yet come to Zwon, and we muat
make room for them and welcome the
good and honorable to our settlements,
bidding them God-epeed so long as they
jived righteous lives and sought to do
that wbich was pleasing in God’s
sight. Though they might not be of
our {ajth, and saw not as we did, yet
we must show goodwill towards them;
for the (Gospel taught usthis—goodwill
tewarde al! mon and women on earth,
It was their duty to feed the hungry,
clothe the naked, and welcome the
stranger within our gates. This was
our duty towards the whole human
family; and by our actions in tnis
respect we would win many souls to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Kindness
shiould be one of the strongest charao-
terlatice of the Latter-day Bainta. Qur
emigsants when they first arrived here
should be looked after and eared for, so
that they did not want or become dis-
heartened until employment could be
found.

The spenker, in coucluslon, bore his
testimony to this work in which the
Latter-day Bainte are engaged as being
the work of God, and predicted that
the day would come when the noblest
men of the earth would come and live
ip Zion, and the brightest intellecta

would find lustre added to their intelli-
gence by coming to dwell among the
pecple of God,
The choir sang the aAnthem
7% «wd tREELight and truth, =
The benediction was pronounced by
Counselor Charles W, Fenrose.

BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND
OMAHA.

My Iate trip through the mission
field, or that part of it between Wash-
ington and Umaha, was one of great
interest to myseif and, I trust, of profit
to the confersnces which comprise the
Northern Btates Mlission. Three ex-
cellent conferences were held, and
nbout fifty discourses delivered upon
the principles of the Gospel. he
meetings were well attended, and in
some instancen the halls were crowded
to overflowing. A great deal of good
instructiop was given and much in-
formation imparted by the Elders
present ' respecting our people and
doctrines.

The work of God ls steadily galning
ground throughout the mission; much
investigation is going on, many out-
siders attend our meetings, and much
of the old-time prejudice is being re-
moved from the public mind. Es-
pecially ia this noliceable among the
more intelligent alasses who read and
think for themselves. The great
trouble nll along has been caused by
the ignornnce of the people respecting
the Latter-day Baints, and the false
rumors set afloat concerning them by
their polities] and religious foes,

A somewhat general impression has |
prevailed that the ‘‘Mormons®* are =
semi-barbarous race—not more enlight-
ened or to be trusted than the heathen,
and when we go among the farm-

ers of Pennsylvania, West Vir
ginia and Indians even now,
sonye of them  hardly know

whether to belleveour deecriptions of
‘“Murmon®’ life or not. Bome atill
cling to their former notlons about us,
until after a while & more intimate
acquaintance with the Itiders springs
up and becomes In mony instances a
lasting friendship for them and our
people. One man insisted in a conver-
sation witb me lately that he knew it
would not be safe lo go into Balt Lake
City, unless he coulu show a certificate
slgned by a ‘*Mormon”’ official, to serve
tim as a passport. This had been im-
pressed on his mind by some so-called
‘*doctor’? who olaimed to have been tc
Utuh. 1 asked the farmer if the
s*Joctor” had told how he himself went
there and came away again? But he
had not done this.

I bad an amusing experience while
on the B. & O. “jimlted,’* between
Chicago and Washington. A blue-
coated official was being regaled ip a
neighboring seat to mine with a
Munchausen story abonut the *Mor-
mons,”’ in which the narrator msserted
that they were not regarded in Utah
a8 white people. *‘They aulways say,”
he went on, *'in speaking of Balt Lake
affairs, so many ‘Mormons’ and wso
many ‘whites.’ >’ [ took out one of my
cards and wrote on the back of it, **Call
upon me when you are in Salt Lake
and see if we are white!”’ The offi-
cial to whom I handed the card
looked osurprised, and winked at

me with the other eye. Pretty soon
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the parrator of fanciful tales left the
Pullman car and uever returned. The
official did, however, and, said he
“Well, I just ssked thatgentleman
what he meant by ‘white,” inssmuch
a8 you looked tome to be as white an
the rest of us?” and he added ‘he
basn’t nnswered that question yet.??
It is such peopie asthis who do the in-
jiury which is afterwards hard to repair
The respectable passengers travaliné
on the limited trains frequently listen
to the grossest misrepresentations about
our people, but when I am within
hearing their stories do not go lon
uncontradicted. I have beep enableg
to disabuse the minds of many intell-
gent travelers while on this and other
firat-claes ronde. The farther west we
go the oftener we meet with those who
try o poleon the minds of the
traveling public against the Rainta
The  Eastern man luoks at'
the question more dispassionately
because nat personally interested ip !;
contest between **Mormon’’ and anpti-
#Mormon.”’ The eastern people are
becoming much more fnterested now
than formerly, however, because of the
“Mormon” dividing up according to
individual predilection between the
two great nationnl parties. There is
some surprise ex pressed at th

of Republicans i?x Uiah, astltewna:ns]bel:
posed the **Mormons®” were all Demp-
crats, and held in political bondage by
their leaders. But in this as ig many
other matters our eastern friends are
zetting better Informed. They wil] yeot
find that the “Mormons’’ are ag inde-
pendeant, individually, In their political
idess asthey are in their religious prin-
olples. CHAB. W. BTAyNER.
lBgYABHINGTUN. D. €., October 30

—t—.

WASATCH STAKE CONFERENCE.

The quarterly conference of this
Btake convened at Heber City, Oct.
31, and Nov. 1, Present on the stand:
Apostle F, M. Lyman, President A.
Hatch and counselors, members of the
Hig‘li] Cm‘ljnt(;:]" Bishops of the various
wards an eir coupgel 2
Thomas Wicken, etc. L

At 10:30 couference wap oalled to
order by President Abram Hatoh, and
after the usual opening exerolses,
Elder Rockwood who had lately re-
turped from & mission to Indiana,
spoke for a short time. He related his
expetience whilst on his mission, and
said he had proved that God was will-
ing to help the Eiders if they kept
tbemeelves ‘Dumble and prayertul.
He advised the rising generation to
cultivate a good moral course of life,
and never to rest esatisfied until they
bad obtained & testimony for them-
selves of the truth of the great latter-
day work.

Apostle. Lyman, referring to some
of Elder Rockwood’s remarks, said the
people of the worli were indignant
against the Prophet Joseph, although
Lht:iy ndmired our doctrines generatly.
Elders need have great courage to de-
fend our princlples, as there was not
much sympathy extended towards
them when on a misslon. The sentl-
ments and feellugs exercised againat
us might have a depressing Influence,
but when we found any who were
kind and sympathettc we felt good and
our ex pectalions were rajsed.

At the afterncon session, A postle



