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DISCOURSE

i.course delivered in the Tabernacle
DlscSa“ Lake City, Utah, Sunday,
November 14, 1897, by

PRES!DENT CEORGEIQ. CANNON

[REPORTKD BY ARTHUR WINTER.]
. ead a portion of the 17th chap-
E “:gli}fe gospel according to St John.
}1?}1; are the words of the prayer of the
Lofc}; Jesus previous to His martyrdom.

He Eﬂ.ld:
1 pray

ut
world, DY for they are thine.

Rer 1-ne'mine are thine, and thine are
g I am glorified in them.

a now 1 am no more in the world,
n re in the world, and I come
Holy Father, keep through
name those whom thou hast
that they may be one, as we

for them: I pray not for the
for them which thou hast

to thee.
thine own
given me.
are. i
was with them In the world,

1 gg?ilfem in thy name: those that
avest me I have kept, and none

g gm {g lost, but the son of perdi-
?ﬁ,gpethat the scripture might be ful-

w come I to thee, and these
ak in the world, that they
joy fulfilled in. them-

And 'stpe
things
mllglft have my

selves. i h
a ren them thy word; and the
3 h;\lfaflg‘ hated them, because they
;—%ﬂnot of the world, even as 1 am not
of the world. "
ot that thou shouldest take
thI prgly;tnof the wotld, but that thou
shg?:lldest Leep them from the evil

. A 1
. are not of the world, even as
-a.r'rfh:gt of the world. e
Sanetify them through thy truth: thy
word s truth. »
gt sent me into the world,
e\":: :l:,ogal:'z I also sent them into the
world. e e
their sakes I sanctify my
Seﬁm:h?trthe,v also might be sanctified
5 the truth.
‘hﬁ‘z‘fﬁ:‘e:h&ay 1 for theae alone: but
for them alse which ;hall belleve on
h their word!
m-%lf;'{(’ﬁ,iy all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in Mme, and I In thee, that
they al'so may be one In us: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent

me. :
lory which thou FAvist me,
1 ﬁggeti;?vgn them: that ther piay be
g5 we are one;
s them, and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one; and that
the world may know that thou hast
gsent me, and hast loved them as thou
me.
hept loveldl will that they also wgom
t hast given me be with me where
Ih:;- ttlhatgthey may behold my glory
whichh thou hast given me: for thou
lovedst me before the foundation of
the world.

O righteous Father, the world hath
not known thee: but I have known
thee, and these have known taat thou
hast sent me.

And I have declared unto them thy

[name, and will declare it: that the love

wherewith thou hast loved me, may be
tn them, and I in them.

This prayer which our Savior offered
unto His Father is wonderfully com-
prehensive, and I do not think anyone
can read it without being deeply im-
pressed with ita meaning. It gives us
an exXcelient idea of the caondition that
the Lord Jesus desired His Apostles
and those who should Believe on their
words to be in. He prayed that they
might be one, and that through that
oneness the world should know that
He had sent them, and that He him-
self had been sent of the IFFather. It is
evident therefore that the Savior de-
signed that the spirit of oneness and
of love and union should characterize
His diselples and those who obeyed His
commandments. He says in a previ-
ous clhapter, “A new commandment I
give unto you, that ye love one an-
other,” and He continued, "By this
shall all men know that ¥Ye are my
disclples, if ye love one another.” They
were to be distinguished as His dis-
ciplee by their love one for another,
If this characteristic should be absent,
there would be nothing. according to
these words, to distinguish His dis-
ciples from those who were not His
disciples. Johm has also recorded in
this same book that If we love Hlm we
will keep His commandments. AS
disciples of the Lord Jesus, we shouid
show our love for Him by keeping His
commmandments. Those who love Him
not will not keep His commandments.

These features which the Lord Jesus
jmpressed upon His disciples are the
attractive features of the Gospel which
He preached:; and where this love and
this union, which He so beautifully
describes, are absent, then there 18 evi-
dence that His commandments are not
being kept, and that those who are in
that condition are not His disciples.

In these words that T have read we
have the means of testing His Gospel,
and of proving who are His discliples.
When men say they want some evl-
dence concerning the truth and the
Gospel, they have In these characteris-
tics the tests by which they can as-
certain for themselves *whether those
who profess to be the disciples of the
Lord are auch in reality.

It ia these features which have at-
tended the preaching of the Gospel by
the TLatter-day Sailnts that have al-
ways called forth my thankfulpess and
admiration. I should never have been
satisfied with that which the Elders of
this Church have taught, had there
been an absence of love and of unlon.
because the fruits which the Savior
promised and prayed for would not ac-
company the preaching of the word.
But it {8 one of the remarkable fea-
tures of the preaching of the Gospel In
our day that wherever it has been
carried, It has been attended by a love
that is wonderful and unexampled.
Men have gone out carrying the mes-
sage of salvation, and wherever they
have gone, filled with the spirit of it,
they have awakened a Iove in the
hearts
thelr testimony that has been entirely

of those who have l'eceivedI

new to them. The love of kindred, the
love of home, the love of other things
upon which men’s affections have been
placed, has been overshadowed by the
great love which the Lord has filled
them with for the truth and for the
work that He has established, and for
the people who are ldentified with that
work.

One of the great objectlons that has
been urged against the Latter-day
Saints is that they are too united, It
was 8o as far back as the time when
the Saints resided in Ohlo. It was so
also in Missourl. One of the chief ob-
jections against the Latter-day Salints
there was that they clung together,
and that they -were not like other
peaple In that respect. This was the
case also {n Illinois. And since we came
to these mountains, and especlally for
the past [orty years, the zame objec-
tlon has been urged, and it has been
the fruitful cause of a great deal of
the trouble we have had to contend
with. A noted man in our own nation,
in referring to us and our methods,
said, “"Why can't you be Iike we are?"
If we could be like other people, we
would have no trouble. If we were
divided and subdivided. and differences
prevalled among us, there would be
no difficuity; we would be like the
rest, and the great objection that 1s
now urged agalnst us would disappear.
If a coillection of the charges which
have appeared in the public prints
during many long years could be had,
it would be rfound that the great under-
lying charge upon which all other
charges have been based has been that
we were too united; that we were dan-
gerous because of our union, and that
if we could be divided as other peo-
ple are we would have less difficulty.
The evidence that this is the case is
to be found In the fact that since the
Latter-day Saints have divided upon
political Issues and the people have
arrayed themselves upon party lines,
there have been far fewer objections
against them. You will find that when-
ever there is a disposition among the
Latter-day Salnts to unite together, an
outery is ralsed agalnst them, because
it is a feature that seems to be great-
ly dreaded on the part of those who
do not belleve as we do. I take it
that the greatest compliment that can
be paid to us, {n view of the words of
the Lord that I have read, and in
view of our professions as His disciples,
8 to say that we are united, and to
find fault with us on this account.

It im a wvery desirable ihing that
union and love should prevail among
us ad the followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Does it prevail among us as it
should do? I am sure that it does not.
I am sure that we are far from being
as loving and as united one with an-
other as we ghould be. I sometiMmes
| fear that we are departing, to some
extent at least, from tHhe requlrements
of the Gospel, and that there iz not
that love for one another and that de-
votion to the principles of the Gospel
that we should entertain,

The Lord lntends to make of the Lat-
"ter-day Saints a people who shall be
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