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jon and His glory.

THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

“A great and n [ the admipistration of the affuirs of

marvelous work is about to be Intro- | that great kingdom.

duced to the earth,” saith the Lord,
and if we have examined those few
thinge pertaining to it, tell me, is
oot the prediction fulfilled. has not
the Lors kept his word in the un-
foldment of Hijs Chureh, the out-
lines of which [ have briefly and
imperfectly sketched?

But then, as yet, we are merely
like chiliren playing upon the
beach, we have simply gathered a
few pretty.shells ami pebbles upon
the éeach; but let me say that the
great ovean lies hefore us, still un-
explored and still unknown. Such
is the marvelous work as I under-
stand Iits development Lhus far.
Now in the midst of this unfold-
ment of the purposes of God and the
intelligence of heaven, side by side
with it, has been a glorious experi-
ence for the Saints. The purposes
of Go'l have not failed, hut they are
being accomplirhed in spite of all
the efforts that have been and are
being mude to oppose them.
Qur pathway has been strewn
with successes. Now agreat many
who arebut superficially acquainted
with our history may b inclinel to
doubt that. Chey may ask, “Were
you succesful in Missouri, from
which your church was driven?
Were you sucvessfu] in Nauvoo from
whence you were expelied ? Have
you been suceeseful io this Terri-
tory, where your enemles have
gnioed triumph after triumph over
you ?? Yes, we have been success-
ful in the past, and we are success-
ful today.

Let me call your attention to a
few items that may illustrate this
seemingly  paradoxieal  position
which I have taken. There were
given to the Patrinrch Joseph, the
son ef Jacob, in his youth, a number
of visions. Anong them, 1 remem-
ber, was gne wherein he dreamed
that in harvest time, when all the
sheaves of grain in the field hnd
been gathered together, his brothers?
sheavescume nod bowed to his. On
another cceasion he saw the sun,
the moon and the stars doing obei-
sance to him. But these thing so of-
fended his elder brethren, and on
cneoccasion when he visited themat
some distance Mrom his fathers’ home
they captured him and said, “Let us
now sell this dreamer.”” Chey ap-
peared to understand the interpreta-
tion of thelr brother’s dreams. Chey
seerned to know that they must how
to bim if these things were fulfilled,
and said, *Let us now cut off' this
dreamer, that we be not in suljec-
tion to him.”” Having captured
him they sold him into slavery. He
went into Egypt, he fell inte mis-
fortunes there, and was cvast into
privon. Were thoge successes? Did
this look aa if that was the path to
empire, and control. anrd dominion
over his fullows? And how did it

terminate? Why, the very evil
that his beethren scught to do
him wus oply the means of

bringing to pass the very thing they
aimed to avoid. He was sold into
Euzypt 18 a slave, but God was with
him aod gained him favor in the
eyes of the natiom where he had
heen sojounrning until e became

By and bye we see the dreamas ful-
filled; his brethren came into his
presence and bowed themselves
down—did obeisance unto him; and
even his aged father came to him to
be succored and blessed in his old
age. Now, then, was Joseph’s life
successful? Yes. Notwithstandiog
those reverses which overtook
him, in every misfortune bhe
scored a success. Was the mis-
sion of Jeaus Clirist a success? He
came and was hailed l})f' s0me &as
“King of the Jews.?? e told the
people that He was the Son of God,
that He was the One of whom the
Prophets had spoken. that He was
the Bavior and the Light of the
world; but they rejected Him, They
hounded His foolsteps, they set
traps for His feet, they watched
His outgoing and His incoming,
they tried to ensnare Him in His
words, and, at 1ast they did suceeed
in finding a traitor who would de-
liver Him into their hands. After
judgment had been passed upon

Him they crowned Him, they
smote Him with their hands, apat
upon Hin, erow ned im
with thorns, and Iin mockery

draped him with purple, in those
days the Insignia of royalty. Was
the life of Jesus, then, a success ?
They dragged Him before Pontius
Pilate and ipsisted that he should
sanction the sentenceof death which
they had passed upon Him, and he
was weak and cowardly epough to
accede to their® demands. hey
fastened Him uwpon the cross and
to humiliate Him they placed on

either side a common thief.
Yet wlant WhHs all this?
Why, it was the fulfilment

of the mission to which He had
been appointed. As His apirit went
out from His body, which was rent
with agony, it rose in trinmph in-
stead of defeat. For that end He
had come into the world, that His
biood might atone for the sins of
many, and that He might become
“the resurrection and the life,”
Furthermore, that His spirlt, in its
disembodied state, might go to the
world of eplrits, unlock the door of
the prison-house and start the
preaching of the Gospel to those
who hmai been held in bondage.
Was not all this suceess? Was it
not all trivmph? Certainly it was;
and so will it turn out to be with the
experience of the Latter-duy Saints,
however sorrowful it may have been
in the past, or still may be in the
future.

[ think there is no biunder so0 far
as eoncerns the main object and os-
tahlishment of the work of God in
the earth in relation to its fulfilling
its deatiny. For instance, when
Joseph Bmith was confined in Lib-
erty j#il, wheu his soul was bnwed
down with anguish, and his people
were being driven en musse before
the brutality of a legalized mob, his
load seemed heavier than he could

carry. [n the apguish of his
heart he criel to his  God
from within the prison cell,

and he was told that all the ex-
erience through which he was p oss-
og, the sorrow of heart, the afflic-

second in authority and had to direet ! tion-—all this was for his good, and

and the Son of (God reminded him
that He Himself had endured it all.

So it is with the Saints. If it were
not treasonable to say so, we might
repeat the words of the A posile
Paul, who maintained that the
Baints yet should&'udge the world,
and who appeared to helieve the
declarations made by Dauiel when
he said thatthe kingdom and the
domipion and greatness of the
kingdom under the whole heavens
should be given to the Bainta of the
Most High God to poseess it. Now I
believe both ’aul and Daniel in this
matter, however unpopular it may
be to state that belief;, und if the
Bainta are to vccupy this exalted
position, it is quite proper that they
should have actual experience to
qualify them to discharzge with
honor and dignity, and justice
the duties which weuld devolve
upon them.

I think that we are gainibg n very
valuable training in eivil govern-
ment. QOur writerst-]l us how gov-
ernment springe fron1 society —that
society exists first and then gove:n-
ment. Still,while this istheir theory
it iz our practical experience. Being
refused protection in the Christias
Jami of the United BStates, our
fathers came to this land and in-
herited it. There was no govern-
ment or power of government ex-
ercised over them at that time. It
was very questionable, if yoo re-
member, whether this section of
country would fall into the hands of
the British government or whether
the UUnited Btates would succeed in
establishinﬁ theirelaim npon it. 8o
that we had no territorial orgnnizn-
tion for a number of yearsafter our
fathers came here; but we did have
society, and we hegan the creation
of a State. We had a few of the
simple regnlations that writers on
civil gevernment tell us about,
and thosre regulations were very
wise ones. For example, It was
agreed by this society that ne man
should have more land than he
could cultivate. He was not allowed
to hold a wopopoly of the land, but
was to take that only which he could
properly cultivate, leaviog the reat
for those who were to come after
himi, Then, again. water was quite
essentinl to success in the tilling of
these arid wastes, 1t was devided
that no man should Le permitted to
monopolize these mountain streama,
and tﬂen dole out the water at a
high price to his neighbors; but the
water was to be free, like the airand
like the soil. To all these wise
regulations Utah owea her prosperity
today.

Now, there were no courts to
enforce those regulations; there were
no marshals to arreat those who nt-
tempted to violate them. Wae lived
here in peace and in harmony with-
out o government, and from this
soeclety, regulated by those simple
rules, eventuaily began the evolve-
ment of a.government, We peti-
tioned for statehood and they gave us
a Territory. Perhaps the Lord
thought we were not sufficiently
schooled, that our experience wna
not sufficiently great to justify Him
in inspiring the hearts of the leaders
of this nation to give us a sovereign
Btate. No, It was necessary that




