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melbourne is small but regular cottage
meetings are held and the prospects are
lairfair for a further growth an old elder
robert D beauchamp who never re-
turned to utah from whence he was
sent atas a missionary about 1869 died in
a benevolent institution at geelongGe elong
september fth 1890 geelong is a city
situated on port phillip Bay about forty
five miles southwest of melbourne
faderelder santeel charlton is now the local
president otof the melbourne branch

melbourne is the metropolis and seat
oi gowgovernment of the colony of victoria
its center lies in 37 49 53 south lati-
tude 1440 58 42 east longitude mel-
bourne is so named alterafter lord mel-
bourne who was premier of great
britain at the time it was founded in
1836 the present site of0 melbourne was
known as Beargrass or Bearpurt and on
the xyth of june of that year it com-
prised thirteen buildings the growthredof the town during the past half a cen
tury has been most extraordinary hav-
ing developed from an unknown ex-
treme corner of the british possessions
with a handful of settlers to one of the
large cities of the world having an area
vfof acres and a population of nearly
half ama millioniio n and property of the neat
value of neanearlyalyald gooooo melbourne
contains some otor the finest builbuildingsdino I1

have ever seen and a number of veryverv
large business establishments among
the latter is the so called coles arcade
which is supposed to be the largest book
store in the world besides the million
books on its numerous shelves a very
large assortment of general stationary
stockabicir is kept on hand and sold both at
wholesale and retail the streets of
melbourne generally speakingK are
wide straight and regular and cross its
other at right angles though only a part
efthemof them and that particularly those in
the suburbssuburbs are made to conform to the
cardinal points of the compass the
extensive government buildings beauti-
ful parks excellent training system
electric light works public institutions
etceft are featuresPeafeaturestures of great attraction to
the stranger who visits the city A most
eftexcellentellent library connected with anexan ex-
tensive museum and a fine art gallery
all collected and artificially arranged in
one large building situated on swanston
street speaks volvolumesmes of praise in be-
half otof an enterprising community the
municipality of melbournee bourne ononlyy emembracesraces
a small portion of the metropolis like
sydney the majority of the inhabitants
live inin suburban towns which have
separate town or municipal governments
the town proper is distant about three
miles from port melbourne on hobsons
bay where all the large steamers tie up
some of the smaller vessels go up the
yarra river to points closerclaier to the city
centre

the colony of victoria of which mel-
bourne is the capital is situated at the
southeast of the continent of australia
and lies between the parallels of 34 and
59390 south latitude and meridians 1410
andnd east longitude the largest
river in australia is the murray which
separates victoria from the colony of
new south wales the extreme length
of the colony from east to west is about

miles its greatest breadth about
miles and its area miles or 56

acres which is about the size of
utah the coast line broken by several
bays and capes is about geographi-
cal miles A range of mountains trav-
erses the entire length of the colony

dividing it into two unequal parts the
highest peak has an elevation otof
feet above the level of the sea ane
population of victoria at the close of
1893 was otof which or
muremore than one third resided in the city
of melbourne and vicinity which in the
year books are termed greater mel
bourne and includes nine city munici-
palitiespali ties five town governments and a
number of intermediate county or shire
organizations victoria enjoys the dis-
tinction of being the greatest protective
colony in aut- raliaaustralia the policy adopted
inin this regard is very much like that be-
lieved in and practiced by the republ-
ican part of the united states of amer-
icaica on the other hand new south
wales its neighbor on the northeast
has lately been made a free trade
colony and consequently the future
success and prosperity ot the two col-
onies are very near alike in nat-
ural resources and other conditions will
be watched with the greatest interest
both in the british possessions and
america and in my estimation it
will be a literal test case to decide
whether australia ought to be a free
trade or a protected country victoria
is the smallest of ellall the australian
cocolonieslonies in of area but the second
in imDimportanceortance in point of population
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WEST VIRGINIA conference
the west virginia conference of the

church of jesus christ of latter day
saints was held in the ruggles opera
housthouse vanceburgVanceburg lewis county ken-
tucky julyilly aist and august and and
1896 vanceburgVanceburg is the county seat of
lewis county and hishas a population of
iilo people situated asitas it isinais in a bend
of the ohohioto river reached by means of
the chesapeake and ohio railroad and
by steamboats which daily ply their
trade on this majesticmajeski1c river and lying
below portsmouth adandei above cincinnati
and louisville it becomes at once a
prominent place and accordingly we
prepared to hold our conference here
the citizens kindly opened their houses
to us for the accommodation of the el-
ders and visiting saints and never before
were nienmen made more welcome

for the past five weeks elders W
W H burrows W H morrell

and elias S woodruff have been prepar-
ing for the reception of the brethren inin
conferencecon terence everything that could be
done was done and our arrangements
were complete

thursday july aoth the elders began
gathering and many a smiling face and
extended hand were seen as the breth-
ren met each other some of them the
first time for a year we all gathered
at pleasant hill near vanceburgVanceburg where
we met our worthy president hiasellas S
kimball who greeted us with a speech
of welcome questioned us as to our
labors and then called uupon each elder
to report his years work which was
done and general good treatment wwasas
reported and an awakened interest 0onn
the part of the people to hearbear the gos-
pel from the lips of the humble hunters
and fishers whom god has chosen to
bear his message in this dispensation

priesthood meeting adjourned until
monday august 3rdard and at 8 a m gen-
eral conference was opened by W E
Rydalcb president of the west virginia

conference who cafincaned the assembly to
order and in a few well chosen words
explained our mission among this peo
pieaple as a work of love and not a work of
pulling down other creeds he urged
the people to look well into the divine
evidence that would be presented and
then judge us and our cause the suosno

ejects of faith obedience and character
of god were ably discussed friday
night july aist

saturday morning at io10 a m the sub-
ject of repentanceance was taken up at 2
p in baptism was discussed and the
essentiality mode object and proper
subjects plainly shown at 8 p m
president kimball addressed the con-
gregationgre gation and spoke of the manner in
which we travel among the people hav-
ing left our families and loved ones for
viete gospel believing in the words of
christ that he that isis not willing to sac

worldly goods and friends for his
sake is not worthy of him

sunday august and at io10 a m pres-
ident kimball again addressed the con-
gregationgregation taking for his text the
verse of the chapter of matthew
but as the days of noe were so shall

also the coming of the son of man be
etc he showed how the message was
rejected and laughed at in that age and
of necessity it will be in this age also
touched upon the organization of the
church in the days otof christ comparingcomparipg
our organization to it at 2 p m the
subject otof the holy ghost was dis-
cussedcussedandand at 8 p in president kimball
again addressed the vast congregation
for a short time he spoke of the won-
derful growth of our enterprises and the
wondrous way in which our people have
been blessed of god elder
then spoke on the history of thechurch
he pictured the early life of joseph
smith the rise of the church their
travels and persecutions and the martyr-
dom of our beloved leaders the story
brought tears to the eyes of the listen
ers A crowded house listened to this
discourse and a warm feeling was felt
as with a hearty hand shake we werewerd
bidden god speed by our friends

after president kimball concluded
his remarks each elder in turn bore a
faithful testimony they all declareddeclare4
their intention of obeying in every par
nicular the instructions given among
others was a request that each elder at
hisbis earliest convenience would send his
big grip home and have no more head
quarters

the spirit of god was resting upon us
in mighty power and never before were
stronger testimonies borne

president W E in behalf of
the elders of this conference presented
resolutions to president kimball that he
use every means in his power to start a
newspaper in the southern states mis-
sion

in the evening a well attended meet
inging was held in the pleasant hill school
hhouse0 se president kimball did the preach
ing the meeting was continued until
thursday night ending with a program
given by the elders for the amusement
of our many friends

friday morning we had the privilege
of baptizing four more souls into the
church

our course of work for the last year
has been very systematic last fall el-
der kimball instructed elder
to visit each pair of elders in their
counties an account of which has been
sent you before commencing those


