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at preeent on missions, one lately took
up his duties as an officer in the army
in Nebraska, and two were detained
by business in Idaho, With these ex-
ceptionssll the immediate descendants
were present, down to the little tot in
arme. On Friday some fifteen mem-
bers of the family engaged in Temple
work—a labor in which their deceased
head always took so profound an inter-
est; and the exeroiges on the birthday
proper partook of all the sgreeable ele-
ments of A family reunion and will
prove an incentive to future repeti-
tions of the same celebration. This is
as it should be; keep fresh and green
the memories of the founders of Ziow!

CAPRIVI’S RESIGNATION.

The political sensation in Xurope
Iast week was the resignation of Chan-
cellor von Caprivi from the high office
be has held since the fall of Prince
Bismarck. The first dispatches on the

subject centalned but little definite
information concerning the true cauge
of the crisis, but later advices shed
gufficient light upon the matter to
show that the count was really dis
missed eomewhat after the manner ol
his illustrious predecessor. The case Is
all the more peculiar, because Count
JEulenberg, his political opponent and
president of the minister council, has
also resigned and because & suc-
cessor has been ohosen whose pol-
itical - vilews are said to be in bar-
mony with those of the retired
chancellor, The public are apt to look
upon the whole affair as the outcome
of the personal peculiarities of the Ger-
man kalser.

It has been well known foreom
time that difference of opinion existed
between Caprivi and Euleuberg. The
former at the outset was opposed Lo
gevere measures against social demc-
orats, while the latter favored a more
stringent policy. Latterly the diverg-
ence became so raarked as to oall for
some recognition. The policy of the
government had to be defined one way
or the other. Early In the week the

emperor was made to yield
to the vpersuasive arguments of
his chancellor, but this only

led to more opposition by the minis-
ters. Trouble arose wheu Lhe emperor
gave a reception to an agrarian depu-
tation headed by Eulenberg and an
agrarian paper pointed to the cireum-
stance as & proof that the latter’s policy
was the one favored by his majesty.
Caprivi oftered to resign, but remaineu
on receiving assurance of his master’s
unqualified approval, Theon an article
appeared in the Cologne Gazetie at-
tacking Bulenberg, whereupon thie
gentleman resigned, The emperor
now sent word fo Caprivi asking him
whether he had inspired the atlack
upon the minister president.The chan-
cellor replied in the mnegative, bul

admitted that he was in sym:
pathy with the views expresseu
by the paper. William was mnot

gatiefied, summoned Caprivi and de-
manded that bhe publish a disc!nimer,
Caprivi refused this and cLuse tue only
alterusative left. He resigned his posi-
tion, It is known that Count Eulen-
berg Intrcduced the agrarian deputa.
tion to the emperor without first notify-
ing the chancellor of his intention,

and that fact is looked upon s suflicient
ground for the step taken by the latter.

Bismarck, as will be remembered,
waa dismissed because he claimed the
right to receive and consult with the
leadger of the clerical party witbhout
notifying the emperor of his prceceed-
ings until he saw fit to do 80;
hia successor fell, it seems, because
he relused to admit the propriety
on the part of the emperor to receive a
political deputation without consulting
bim. The fall of Bismarck was a noti-
fication to the chancellor that he could
have no political secrete; Caprivi’e
Jismigsal clearly implies that the politi-
oal secreis of the emperor are none of
his chief servant’s businees.

The crisis is looked upon A8 grave,
coming a8 it does at & time when Lbe
illuess of the czar has brought the
political chess tournament of Xurope
nearly to a standetill. It istaken as a
sign that the emperor, perhape, in-
tends Ipaugurating a policy radically
different from that of Caprivi, who re-
tires amid the upnanimous eulogy of
the European press.

Prince Hobenlohe, Caprivi’s suc-
cessor, is nearly seventy-five years old.
As ambasgsador to France he made a
very favorable impression in that
country. He has lately held the posi-
tion of governor over the once French
provinces Alsace and Lorraine. In
politics he belouge to the moderate
coneervative party and it is supposed
he will endeavor to continue the peace-
ful policy of his predecessor.

DISPENSING WITH ELECTRIC
WIRES.

When an electrician announcessome
great advance in his science, the pub-
lie, instead of wondering that it has
been made at all, wonder why it*' was

not sooner made, g0 accustomed have
we become to seeing this scionce mat-
iog vast and rapid siridese. Bo whebn
an electrician of repute predicts that
something, no matter how wonderful,
will yet be accomplished with elec-
tricity, the public are quite ready to
accept the prediction, and begin to
look with impatience for ite fulfiliment,

Tue snnouncement, therefore, that
the subtle fluid, if such it be, is being
conveyed, and made to operate tele-
graph and telephone Instruments,
witbout wires, has ococasioned no
flurry, although it is more significant,
and means more for mapkind, than
even the invention] of the telephone
itself, Eleotricity without wires!
Think for a moment what this means.
‘Che mere doing away with the un-
sightly poles and strings now used for
conveying the electric current, and the
consequent saving of expense, are Lwo
mall items involved in the new dis-
covery.

Conveying elegtricity without wires
means that man has pepetraled & new
resim of nature; that he has discovereu
pew prineciples in her economy; and
that results so stupendous that they
dely any estimate, and even slagger
contemplation, are not only probable,
but inevitable, What changes will
this earth witness when light, heat,

power and intelligence are con-
veyed from point to point,
without regard to distapce, &and

with the aid of no other medium than

that which is embraced in the atmos-
phere which surrounds the earth, or
in the earth Itseli!

And yet, according to the theory in
which electrical inventors are now
working, and which they claim to
have demonstrated, thie is what will
be done in the near futare, This
theory may be thus stated: KEther is
the medium which conducts eleotrici-
ty, as alr does round, or as water does
waves. When the ether in the atmoe-
phere, 0 to gpeak, is by means of a
suitable mechanical device, made
to vibrate at & given rate.
of speed, or piteh, another
mechanical appliance, of suit-
able conetruction and delicacy, will
regspond to the vibrations, and repro-
duce them in audible eeounds which
can be understood, though no wire
conneots the two instruments, Vibra-
tions of a given rate of apeed produce
sound; those of a bigher rate produce
heal; and those of a still bigher pro-
duce light. It follows, therefore, that
if gound can be transmitted by vibrat-
ing the ether, which is omnipresent,
heat and light may.

The distance between tbe mechan-
ical device which sets a-going the
vibrations of the ether, and the device
that crtohes thoge vibrations, and re-
duces them to the purposes of man,
cuts very little figure. So far as ex-

periments indicate, the ether aots
without much regard to distance.

According to this theory the
subject is fraught with immeas.

urable possibilities. For instauce,
ether comprisea the ocean in which
the planets float; hence convereation
between their inhabitants and those of
this globe, will be un easy matter,when
once the Initiative I8 taken, A
concert taking ©place on Venus,
presumably the home of such
amusements, could be enjoyed
by as many of the inhabitants of this
earth as had access to a properly at-
tuned ‘““etherphone;’”” and on the same
principle, wheat raised in our world
could be ground by power generated
in Juplter, and mundsne humes could
be warmed and lighted from Mars,

The history, civilization and pro-
duots of distant worlds would become
as familiar to us ae are those of the
countries of our own, But why pur-
sue the subject further now? Letus
await and watch the progre:s of ecience
and the development of the purposes of
the Almighty.

LET THEM FIGHT IT OUT.

Ag the Japanese forces progress, it
becomes evident that they follow a
plan of eampaign skilfully laid in al}

ita details, and eo far there seems fo be
po indication that they will meet with
reverses. While one division of the
army haa successfully crossed the Yalu
river and driven the Chinege forces
back to Moukden, the capital of Man«
churia, another division bhas effected a
landing mnear port Arthur and is now
under 1&ir way to capture Lhat strong-
hold. They will then be able to ad-
vance on Pekin from the north and
the south simultanecusly, ana probably
contemplate to uletate the terms of
peace within the very walls of the
Chinese capitsl,

The sympatbies of the rest of the
world are somewhat divided between



