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MERGENCIES make or break

the men Lo whom they appe al.

The weak fail; the strong, the

veady, the competent turn

emergencies into success. An

emergerfcy of  Inte rnational

jmportance began in August

last ‘n the youngest nation in

the world—the commonwealth of Aus-

tralla—and the en it inspired to great

jabors appeared on the other slde of
the planet.

‘‘hls was the beginning of the emerg-
ency: 'The government of the com-
monwealth wished to communicate by
mail with the home government in
London in the least possible time. Al
the postofilce at Sydney, In the state
of New south Wales, there lay, early
in the morning of August 13, 1901, 67
gucks of important mail, the most im-

portant mall ever made up In the com-
monwealth of England,

'his mall could go by the way of
Colombo, Aden, the Suez canal, and
could  there be transferred to fast
steamer for Brindigi and there placed
in a special train for Calals, could be
transferred to the channel boat and re-
truvglered at Dover to train for Lon-
don, The mall could also go by the
wiy o San Francisco, Chicago, Now
York and Liverpool to Loudon. Botn
of these routes had been used for years
tv transport his majesty s mall, and
they were rival routes competing for
the business,

The British, and by far the oldest
route, was well supplied with a vast
fleet of the largest steamers In the
worll,  The regular time, when the
boats and tralns were “on time," in-
cluding the five transfers, was thirty-
five days and some hours. The usual
tioe by steamer from Sydney to San
Francisco had been twenty-six days,
und this with four days to New York,
six to Queenstown, and one more (o
London, was thirty-seven days and
rome hours. This could be relied up-
on because the trains across the con-
tinent were almost invariably on fime,
The total distance by the Briilsh route
iz 12,600 miles and by the American
route 13,667 miles. Naturally the post-
oflice autherities, with that delightlul
regpect for the uld, so characteristic
of the Britlsh official, preferred the old
home route. The new Is always In-
ferior to the old, mugt be so in the very
nature of nglish things, and could the
mail have been sent that way it would
have gone that way-—and been late.
There was, however, a new factor In
the transportation business—the Ameri-
can flag flylng on a new shlp, fresh

from the American shipyards on the
Delaware, She lay that morning In
Sydpey's beautiful harbor with steam
up ready for sea, She was the best
available ship on that day in the South
Pacific, Thus it happened that this,
the most Important mail ever gent out
from the commonwealth, was placed
on board the new Amerlcan, twin-crew
steamer Ventura of the Oceanie Steains
ship company, and at 10 o'clock on the
morning of August 13, 1801, his ma-
Jesty's mall started on & journey thut
was Lo be one of the most remarkable
feats ever recorded In the history of
transportation.

The Ventura I8 an American ship,
bullt wholly of American materials by
American workmen and manned by

American sallors, She is one of three
glster ships, bullt at Cramp's yard in
Philadelphla, each ship being 426 feet
long, of 6,000 tons burden, and having
8,000 horse-power, twin-screw engines
The Ventura is not a glant, llke some
of the peninsular and oriental liners
that run between England and Aus-
tralin, She ig a good, safe, fast, Amer-
lean  ship  of the Atlantic coastwise
type, the finest type in the world, be-
cause conforming to the American
fdeag of comfort, safety and speed.
From Svdney the Ventura steered
stralght east acrogs the Tasman Sea
for Auckland on the east coast of
North Igland, one of the larger islands
of the group forming the Colony of
New Zealand, The digtance round the
northern end of the Island and down
the coast I8 1,280 miles over a smooth
and pleasant fea and it is to the credit
of the Ventura that she entered the fine
land-locked harbor of Auckland on the

17th, and taking on frelght, mails and |

passengers salled again at 2 o'cleck,
havinig made the run from Sydnaey, in-
cluding gtop, in four doys and four
hours

Now the Ventura's prow was turned
to about N.N.E. Into the mystic, fascl«
nating mid-Vacifle, stralght for Steven-
son's memorial home, poetic and beau-
tiful 8amoa, Four splendld days and
wonderful tropic nights passed ang ear-
Iy on the morning of the 21st, the Ven-
tura anchored at Pago Pago (pro-
nounced Pango Pango) having made
the 1,680 miles In three days and fix-
teen hourg,  Here the ghip anchored
near the new United States coaling sta-
tion and was, thus, even in mid-Pacific,
in touch with our flag,

At 8 o'clock freight and passengers
had ben taken on and the ship steered
again N.N.E. Into the mid-troplc, On
the third day she passed the equator,
but net a pasgenger would have known
it, for the temperature averaged only
nhout 80 degrees, Bix days of pleasant
salling and Hawali rose above the pur-
ple gea, and at 6 o'clock on the after-
noon of the 27th, the Ventura anchored

at Honoluly, having made the run
of 4,500 miles in BIX days
and nine  hours. At miduight
ghe sailed again, steering about N, E.
b E, for San Francigeco, At @ p. My,
September Ind, sghe anchored at quar-

antine In San Franclsco Harhor, having
made 2,000 miles in five Aays, elghteen

hours, Had ghe heen urged It 1s pos-
gible she could have arriyed a few

hours earlier and landed those precious
mall bags that day, As it happened she
was detained all night, and they were
not landed till 8:30 on the morning of
the 3rd, They were at once transferred
by teams to the Market street station
of the Southern Pacific (Ogden route),
and at 10 o'clock they- began ‘lhvh'
eventful Journey acrots the continent,
8o far, 7,610 miles had been traversed
by the mail bags in an American ship
in exactly twenty-one days, Including
all stops and Including the delay of
thirteen and a half hours at quarantine
|und the transfer from ship to “mail
car, or a little over fourteen mlles an
hour, the ship making an average speed
| of seventeen miles an hour,

| His majesty's mall was now safe in a
V. 8 mail car bound for New York,
4,988 miles away, The route would be
over flve great rallroads, the SBouthern
Pacific (Ogden route), the Unlon Paci-
fie, the Chicago, Burlington & Quiney,
the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern,
and the New York Central & Hudson
River, The {rain was the reguiar fast
mail, and it was due at the Grand Cey-
tral Station in New York at 10 in the
morning of the 7th. To do this it must
have, including all stops for water,
changing engines, trangfers of the mail
from car to car and across town at
C'hicago, an average speed of thirty-five
and a half miles for every one of the
ninety-aix hours,

It's path I8 now acrogs the golden
gtate of California, over the Slerra Ng-
vada mountains, through the great
mining state of Nevada, along the lost
Humbalt river, on acrosg the rich new
state of Utah, skirting the Great Salt
Lake: through the cattle ranges of Wy
oming; over the Rocky Mountains
through the eea-like fields of corn and
wheat of Nebraska; across the Migsour!
River valley: then clear across the rich
! agricultural state of lowa, crossing the
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| Migsissippi river and on through Iili-

TRUTH AND LIBERTY.

noig to Chicago; then on through Illis
notg, Indlana, Ohlo, along the gouth
ghore of Lake Erle, cutting across
western Pennsylvania and on through
the center of the empire state to the At
lantle ecean at New York. I* must slow
up and pasy through & hunared clties,
stop at every great clty for pussengers
and malls and It must be on thne, The
wrip had been made on gchedule time a
theusand times before, and there wag
every reason to think it would be done
again,

Ho It was that the train gped swiftly
on oll that day with Nttle attention

from anyone, save those concerned in
its rapld Journey==the wtlicers of the
Southern Paclfic and those of the Oce-
anme Steamship company whe were na-
turally anxious that the mail they
had Just brought ovel sens
ghould make good progress. These

interested vparties were kKept informed
by telegraph of the progress of the
train during that day and evening,

Suddenly the unexpected happened,
The train arrived at Ogden, Utah, 545
mileg from San Franclseo, two dread-
ful hours late, The emergency was at
hand,

Whare were the men to meet |t

Everywhere, In general oflices at

San Francigco, Omaha, Chlcago, Buf-
falo and. New Yerk, along the line at

way stations and In lonely, signal cab-
ins, in roundhouses, on trains and
bridges, In busy yards and far out on
the desolate miles of track, all the way
from Utah to New York, Within a few
hours every man on four great rall-
roads knew he must stand by, must be
ready to go on duty, day or night, and
meel the emergency.

THe mall was transferred at Ogden
to the mall car of train No. ¢ of the
Union Pacific. Now, the lost time

musgt be recovered and the pace must
be set for Omaha, 1018 miles away. On
and on, faster and faster. Stand every
man to his post. See thal every rall
ind spike be firm, every eignal tower
manned, every yand Trim all
your lamps for Hig Majestv's mail must
go through, Telegrams fashed forward
and back from station to station, re-
porting the breathless progre There
wag no day, no nlght, nothing but the
duty of making up time. Slowly as the
day and night wore on it bhecame evie

clear
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Story of the Great Feat Recently Accomplished in Carrying the
Sacks Over the Southern Pacific, Union Pacific, Burlington,
Lake Shore and Netw York Central Told by Charles Barnard.

| dent that the train with all its spurts

of speed was not galning fast enough
There was a Chicago connection to be
at 8:80 a, m, on the 6th. 1II the
train had been on schedule there
would be ample time to connect and
As the hours grew
that the speed must
some how, or
made
started,

transfer the malls

i it became evident
be increased somewhere,
| the connection could not be
On the Lth vigorous action
gent to Chicagy., Can
you bold No. 6 an hour? No, The
Unifed Btates mall must go “on time.”
Then « run must be made, ‘A
man pushed into the round-house of the
and Quincy at the

record

Chicggo, Burlington

| Unfon Pacific Transfer at Council
| Blaffs, onosite Omaha, “Special fast en-
| gine instantly.” At 9:48 the belated
train arrived at Omeha, having made
up some time, but not much, It left at
9:56 and was soon at the Union Pacifie

Transfer and the Jingle mail car
taining his majesty's mall was cut out,
The special backed up and at 10:12
started for its race for Chicago, w00
miles away

“Clear the line for the Q' speclal.”
That was the word sent ahead to every
man in station, yard or siding, on the
line, Freights drew off on sidings,
passenger traing kept out of the way.
It was a night run for No. 1086 and the

cone-

erew consisted of engineer, firaman,
conductor, flagman and mall agent

five men, one engine and one car tear-
ing through the night on a record-

breaking run. The hours speed on,
midnight, one o'cloek, two, three, four
~dawn in the east and still the furious
pace wasg Kept up. Four minutes lost at
l Buda for water at 656 in the morning.
On and on, gixty mileg an hour steady.
Mendota passed 740, Somonauk 7.58,
Aurora 820, Chlearo suburbs gprang

up on the horizon. Slow up for the city
and the train stopped at the Union Sta-
tion at 908 TFive hundred and eight
mileg. In five hundred and fifty-five
minutes,
No, 6 left

|

|

| ut 8$:30, Bhe isg th
‘ Shore-New

1

York Central “Fast Mall”
heaviest fast mall train In Amer-
fca. She had 35 minutes start. All wasg
lost She could never be overtaken.
The tremendous run from Omaha had
cut down a part of the two hours Jost
but not enough,

the

Lake |

Stu[q"
prepared

Never! Evervthing had been
Twenty-flve men stood
ready on the platform ag the one-car
sgpecial drew up, and g Into the
car, and thosge preclou K
hustled out, placed upon trucks, holsl
ed up In the rr |
wagons drawn up In th trest, Your
respected Unele Samucl would take
hand Those mall | e going
through The U. 8 M, 1t
loaded and rushed througl Chlcago
gtreels to the
The Lake
show what
speclal, two cars gular
100 railes an hour 1l 1 ttempt
the apparently he
break the re
gsomewhere, 11 it 1d
way into Buffalo, 1
bag was in tl
The enginecy it
would be Cle !
0.50:50 | Senter
when
station of th Lak
No 6 one hour and
a half ! . n
another road

attentior overy glgnal

Lalke Shore Statd
Bhore fn vold n
l'n»,\ ( 114 A

and No

said it
precigely
ber
from the
road-—and
nine minutes and
more, and atill
man stood at
mian on ;h'- lookou
train held f
itlon reporting the 1 s
from mile to mi minute to

ith

In safety, every |
o 'y
race
minute

The [United
fact that something
in all the paper
of the special was reportad fiy N
York to S8an Francisco. Every
office In the land knew of it, and at the

States wol up to the

W
wWus

ind 'hw-i‘:n:n 89

Grand Central station, New York, It
was watched, as It were, unon every
mile of the terrific rur Home thought
it might overtake No. § at Buffalo. The
first emergency race was in the night
the ond race was in daviight o

the three states of Ilinols, Indian nd
Ohlo, As the specla) ate up t} itles
it became eyvident that she ¢ making
up the lost time. By 2 a'clock it !
clear that the speeial would overhnul
No, 6 at Toledo. The “Fast M:

would leave on time whether the special
arrived or not. There are other malis
begides his majesty's, and they cannot
wait. The last minute but one had
come, “All abonwrd" The special was
there! Two hundred and forty-four

miles in two hundred and sixty-five and
one-half minutes

Hi many miles an hour is that?
The thing had been dome. The 1
)"llf\' lost &' ) ’i:“""' | mil
had been made un. The emergency had
found its men, . However, the tri
not yet over. No, 6 pulled out of T )
bound for Cleveland and Buffalo on
time and ghe must keep on time, Nt

York Is still 736 miles away and a
ond lost here and a minute there might

% AUSTRALIAN-LONDON MAIL RACE.
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two sectiony  from
ir-track line of the
the fifth and last of
the rail forming the route

All the long
ton  rushed on,
‘yraocuge, Utlea,
Mohawk Valley,
{ historie
there
Only a moments®
south

the
ecpsie,
nds,
Just
t-,lliy
section
the
Palisades
Round
York—Spuyten

The

mall
1 ] I 'he gmel] of
in the I The

he morning sun.

0 blg T'nited States mall wagons
t the Grand Central stas
lled In gt 9:57—~three
of time, New Yorkers,
nothing, saw the four
with hlg majesty's mall
ough the streets without
Somebody was doing his

i LI RAL l
tearing
comment
that's |
The Campani
th vl

v salled at noon of tha
th hix majesty’'s mall on board,

enty-flve days and two hourg out of
Sydney, SBhe arrived at Queenstown at
I p. m., Friday, September 13th
His majosty's mall which jeft 8ydney,
\ustralla, on the morning of August
1 at 10 o'clock wag delivered at the
postofi 1 London, assorted and ready
{ the carrlers, at 7 o'clock Saturday
morning, September 14th
To whom should the honor he given
r the remarkable record? To all, fo

¢ steamship company, the officers of

f

th

the vy
1

{

great railroads, to the engle

weers, firemen, and traln crews on every

1t wular and speclal, to every sige

nal man, section hand and telegrapher,

to the n n the nliot houge and en-

gine room, to the man on the track.to

{d his duty in his place,

n who make {t possibla

teamers | traing on time

ry ‘ 1V Oover 10,565 nlwl""' ".' Fen vl'“l

land ! without fallure. These

vere the vhen {t became necessary

to win back minutes in 2,000 miles
won them with three to spare,
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HE rallroad which connects

Panama with Colon, and at the
same time joing the Pacific with
the Atlantlc, I8 only forty-eight
miles long. It winds through
the low mountaing, climbing
soliie steen grades untdl 1t reacu-
es the summit at Las Cascadas,
then goes down at a good speed thirty
mlles w Colon. The whole course is
tarough ever-changing troplcal scen-
ery, For a few miles it follows the
Chagres river, and here the vegetalion
1# even more luxuriant than before.

This is the railroad of which It has
oeen sald \hat “for every tie a man
died.” Whotlier every tle cost the Iife
of a man or not it s true that many
people died in the conetruction of the
rond, The grade was made In many
1'laces through swamps, and the men
were forced to work In mud and water
This seon gave them the fever and
from 1t they died, It was difMicult (o
pet workmen., White men could nug
stand the hot gun, Finally a ship load
cf elght hundred Chinamen wer
brought in, Jured here by the promise
of big wages and sure pay. The poor
fellows did not know to what fate they
‘vere coming. They lubored [or a few
days, but scon began to get sick, and
worst of ali, they became discouraged,
For a short time oplum was supplied
them and they revived, But the drug
Was 50 expensive the supply could not
continue, and the second deprivation
made them worse than aver. Many of
them died, but more cemmitied sulcide
Rome hung themeeives on the trees an
uthers tied stopes to thelr necks and
thraw themselves Into the river, Hthers
went to the sea shore. when the (ide
was out, and sitting far out on some
lone rock, lHierally awalted death. In
& few months only cighty of the eight
hupdred remained. One of the towns
18 named Matachin, or Kill Chinaman,
from the fact that so many Celestials
ded in that place,

Next came a shipload of Irlshmen,
brought witheut any knowledge
the  conditions  they  would  have
to weel, and they fared but lttle bet-
ter, though they did not destroy them-
selves. Lastly, Jamalea negroes and
natives wers employed and these could
stand the strain and the works went
on with fewer deaths. But even amony
them the mortality was considerable,

EARLY HISTORY OF PANAMA.

In the early California days many
peeple came this way In tnelr search
for gold, walking from ocean to ocean,
and many died of the fever. Bo closely
were the Chagres river and the fever
connected, so0 many died on ita banks
that the sicknese came to be known as
the Chagres fever,

DESTROYED BY BUCCANEERS,

Many years before, this river played
an innecent part In another great
drama. Up it the great buccaneer
Morgan took his men to the destruction
of old Panama. Leaving the river he
followed the old Panama and Puerto
Belo road and reached the walle of the
elty just at evening. The Spanish were
prepared for hitn, but no attack was

e that night, Nexi morning by the

e

ACROSS ISTHMUS OF PANAMA.

Travels of the Brigham Young Academy South American
Exploring Expedition,

Lives Sacrificed in Bullding Railroad from Sea to Sea-—
Early History of Panama-—Destroyed by Buccaneers
~Condition of the Great Canal Project—Troubles of tha
Expedition and Future Plans—Loyal Tribe of Indians
Jealously Protect Thefr Country from Strangars,
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break of day his men were in line of
battle, One column was to the right
on the glde of a hill, another to the lert;
both were facing the city, In a little
whlle the Spanish yielded to the temp-
tatlon, the gates of the clty flew open
and out rushed a company of hosemen
all a gitter with bright armor and
polished steel. They paused a moment
as I to measure the situation, then
turned and with a dash made for the
men on the hillslde, Here lie thelr mis-
take, for between them and the bucca-
neers was a small stream deep In mud
and mire, into which thelr horses
plunged, but could not get out. While
both men and horses were floundering
the robbers rushed down and with
little resigtance cut off the whole col-
umn. A few more rushes, some feehle
resistance and the enemy was within
the walls and Old Panama was taken.
But not with all its treasure, for antic-
ipating the worst, the Spanish had re-
moved much of the gold from the
church, nlaced it on board a vessel and
sent it to a safe place, but enough was
left for the robbers, though when Mor-
gan learned of the removal of the
treasure he immediately fitted out an-
other vessel and sent it Inpursult, but
without guccess,

Unce in possession of the town, the

excesses of the robbers  knew
no - bounds, They were not to
be restrained by the report that
‘e wine had been pelsoned; in fact,

nothing could restrain them, not even
the authority of thelr leaders. Soon the
city wae in flames, and all was over,

From the old site, the pesple moved to
the present and bulit up a new Pana
ma. The ruins of the old gtill atand as
8 sad reminder of the days of the buc-
caneers,

THE GREAT CANAL

Noxt to the revolution the canal re.
celves the most attention, The great
question Is, “What will the Unitea
States do?" for all depends on (hat gov-
ernment, The present canil com; any
Is helpless, Its only ahxiely scoms to
be to get out easy., Not much nctual
digging has been dcne, though mil-
lions have been waste) in praparation,
Little villages of from a dozen to two
dozen 1arge houses are sirewn all alony
the route. ‘There must be at least forty
of them, and | am 10ld by good author
ity that not half the houses ever were
or ever conld have bien used. Then
Id machinery I8 seéen everywhere.
Scrapers of peculiar make, cars, trucks,
ralls, ete,, dosting mililons of dollars
are now rusting a® fast as raln and
sun can rogg them. It is impossible to
get Information from the canal oM.
cers, but from an American who con.
tractel for a large plece of the work 1
learn that three hundred million of dol-
larg were supposed 10 have been Epent,
whereas only thirty milllons, and much
of that In useless material, could be
accounted for, Of course the actual
work den® could be easily estimated,
but {f Uncle Eam pays only for thay
which le of actual worth In the con-
struction of the cansl he will not pay
mt much. Bome work has been done,
however, all along the reute, hut most.
Iv at the mouth on the Panama side
This Is now used as a harbor for the
elty

“The canal is feasible.” seema to be
the opinion of e, |ame f the eute
would be three hondred and fiftv feet
deep, and much through solid rock of

a very hard nature, still, the cuts coula
be made. Some digging would be re
quired In the beds of the river, but
heavy dredgers could easlly do that,
The tide on the Panama side rises and
talls from iwelve to fifteen feet, while

Police Chief Devery,
Justice Jerome,

that s now reging ln New York Clty

enemy to Richard Croker

posed to Tammany Hall

an important effect on New York state and national politios,
widespread national reputation who figure as principals In the existing contest
Ceolumbla University, to head the antl-Tapmmany forces as candidate for mayoy, Justice Jerome. candidate for distrist attorney o
fz well known for his perrorally conducted sensational ralds on New York gambling houses,
chief of polise, is an important (saue of the campaign. Edward M. Shepard, Tammany's candidate for mayor, is a prominent lawyer and unti]l recently n
The later ls, perhaps, the most important figure In the cAmpaign. as Upon the issue of the battle his fate as leader undoubted)s

hangs. Thomas C, P:n. the head of the Republican state orwnnisation is, of course, ons of the most powerful of the allies forming the Fusion party op-

on the Colon glde it varies only a few

1eat, but heavy loeks could prob-
ably stop the flow No doubt,
the big ditch could be dug

and a passuge for vesselg made, but it

will be at the cost of millions of dollars

Richard Croker,

and thousands of lives,

But, one argues, what are a few lives
and a few millions of dollars to the
benefit a eanal would do commerce?

l’l‘hr commerce of the world I8 now
something enormous, means to speed {t

along by water must be had. The
great Suez canal has demongtrated the
usefulnese of these short cuts, and the
world now demands thut a waterway
between the East and the West through
the Americas be made, And when the

Edward M, 8hepard,

A typleal scene at New York polls.

Thomas C, Platt,

All over the country 1t fs realized that the defeat of Tammany Hall, the Democratic local
In addition to this frct this campalgn ls extraordinar:

Seth Low

No munieipal contest for the past ten vears has aroused the wide national Interest that is belng manifested toward

Firse there ¢ Seth Low,

who resigns his honored position as Preside

The removal or retention

colossal
organisatiot nay nave
t of the number of !

political struge

the

ascoun |

. ’
the anti-Tammany ticket
of Willlam 8, Devery as

world demands a
done,

The choice will lie bet
and Panama, with chand

) because of

thing, It 18 usually
#on Nicaragua
8 in favor of
I what has alveady
been spent and what has Leen accom.
plished. Yot at Panama I8 not the
shortest cut from ocean to ocean, Bast
of us a few miles the isthmus narrows

to leps than twenty infles, and the
Isthmus of Darien Ig narrower than
that of Panama. Tut recent gurveys
ghow that at pelther of these places j#
v canal pogsible, end so the Panama

route must be chosen Possibly the
next sessgion of Congress will gettie the

juestion a8 between the Nicaragua and
the Panama Utes
TROUEBLES OF THE EXPEDITION.
: Our stay on th iathmus has been
{f lengthened a week beyond the thine
first itlined, but there was much to
I do and many iestions to deelde, and
| matters could not be rushed. The
grealest estion  with us was our
] route from he to the main land of
South An t A choice between twe
Ite before us, by land or by water,
Pirst, t} land route was besct with
many difficulties, Not alone the rainy
SEASON with corresponding swoller
| rivers, extensiv vamps, and muel
| mud and mire, but worst of all we were
under the n suity of crossing an In-
| dlan reservation, and the Indlans are
il ne t Nt ”‘ t an? f ':A‘YV" te
gleep on thelr land, Forelgn doing
busines vith them go hy vessel, and
{ when night comes are required to ge
| aboard thelr ships until the next morn-
| Ing
| LOYAL TRIBE OF INDIANS
These Indleng have decided that they
vould not low { gn i Wl o mid
1 Lo Thelr women are there.
fors ruarded carefully A few
year the Colombian government
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Our faithful mules are sold. 2
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