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INCONSTANCY.

Horliog wind in the Jeaticss toee,
What enn be so Bckls na thee.

Tni north, fa £ojith, 1 cast, In west
And e¥éry polnt beiwoon,
Boldom-ofpover ntrest.

Your "monsqolis" truc, blow ail ope way
As If they-might in one quarter stay,
Dot v_—crs*lm;ung you top fong

May of cuceess dbpailr,

Forayou blow tack just &5 sirong.

A fqualy, 3'whirhwind or 6 gale
froing the fieorof the bravest pale;

Bereamiing and reariog wiidly on.

O pon‘destrietion bent,

T rleous werk s fions.

BometImss you rush with stifing bronth,
Nnught leaviog o your path but death,
But bleacking Lones and choaking dust,
To ghow whero you havo passed

In & hot and deadly gust.

Bott at times as o 8'zh of love,
As gentln as coding turtle dove,
Wanderfog over'dile nad hil,
Kts:ing caoh fragrant bloom
With pleasura our sececs {11l

Cooling, perhaps, A sick one’s cheek
With fever langutshing falnt and weak;
Yeur weleame presonee then waown,
But you disireas us oft

By totally dwindiiny down.

Your eharze 1s true, replied the wind,
But 2m Pworss than human k!nd=
My mschief and fnconstance, oo,
Are just 83 you describe,

And oft worso toan that I do,

D=8 not man on his woy thraugh life
O'erwhelm the world with scrrow and strife,
Teust)n bim leog 20d Fou will Eco,

With al! b seems to know

‘He’s 18 miscuioveus as me.

-He will tilk of juatice, truth and reaoe
An'If hls gosdness nover wou'd ocase;
But alds! foo often we find
B¢ fias roversed his pourse—
Baaentirely chinged his wind.

X eﬁg his poor, uncerfa'n broath
Je werils of yllo deceltand death,

Yea cftda to hls utmost trles

Ta juli Kls trucst friends

By bfs foul mallgnant lies,

Whon man is found ng longer base,
Tha'lovh of God ehiues 1a bl face
Through faith and works of dghieavsnese
I'i] eiay my Aot wil

And wiil caire oo mere distyeds,

Man then wii rulo mo by the might

That forined tho stars and glives them Hght,
But ko naver wiil conquer ma

Aud bo of 5in the elave—

I shal] etill uoruly be.
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Our posiitenyas Latter-day Salnts,
is such that jnless we have the

£ 108 of the Lord our Qod, we
are vory likoly to become imvulved
in a ierica Lof difficultles and
troubiles, fs work cannot be
bu p by man. Man’s power,
man’s wisdom; man’s shill, are all
ipsufficlent to eatablish and to carry
‘'on the work of cur God in the earth

conpected with the building up of
Al It in a glorions refiection that
from the time this work was found-

ed thTast days, up to pre-
se ber, Devor been =
ib } ben (his people have
Det safltute of tha guldauce of
th l, ibe revelations
AL counasl necensary to enzble
them 0 carryont the mind and will
of t no time bave we
been lelt (Opurselves. Atno tme
heveilié Lglterdsy Silnta been af
Bl leard snd io find out the

mind 2nd will and -couneel of God

concerning thens, elther as Individ-
i \ a pedple

d havp Deen sotne Ideas afloat
Y, ir brethren concerning the
By .y uud the power of those
who liass been in charge of the
% Fi L upon the earth, I
have rict fiegrd 80 mucth of it my-
sell of iate, perhaps, for the reasen
that my poatilon has been such that
Ih 184 the opportunity of
mingiing with the people,and learn-
i; 6m 1 thelr 1deas and feel-
in s z this mafter. Buat at
the a of "the Prophet Joseph
8mith, aad probably {or meny years

sutzoquentio his death, some pso-
ple Ngmed to haveo the ’feeling that
whou be dled, there’dled with him
some povrer ;ind's«'gm'e authority an

Zat_be

regalned very readily, and was out
of the porseseion of those who pre-
slded over the Church, This feeling
may prevell to eome extent at the
present time—the fesling that some
great one has to arireln our midst
in order to revive the old power and
restore it to the Church, and to per-
form the mighty works that God
has promised shall be performed in
coonectlon with His Zlon of the last
dsys. ILdo not belleve that all the
Latter-day Baints understand as
they should—I speak now in gen-
eral terms—tho anthority, the gifte
and quallfications which God be-
stowed upon His setvant Brigham;
and there were many whe, after the
Prophet Joseph’s death, were not
disposed 1o  accord to President
Young the same rights, the eame
nuthority, the same gifts, that thay
were willlng to accord to the Pro-
phet Joceph. The Rigdonltes—the
followers of Bldney Rigdon—origin-
ated the idea that the prophetic gift

did not rest wupon President
Young, that he did not pos-
eees it, The Birangites — the
follovers of J. J. Birang—

labored to the eame end. Htrang
set up & ¢latm that he had beea des-
ignated hy Joseph 1o preside over
the Chursh, and in fact, showed a
letter with the post-mark of Nanvoo
apon the envelope, In which he
elaimed that he was thus authorized
to preside. Olhiers set np the same
claim, and circulated the same idea.
William Bmith wished it uuder-
8lood that the prophetic office be-
longed 1o the Bmith family, that it
should be rome member of that
family that should prealde over the
Church. He enterlained the :ame
idea, aud clrculated it to some ex-
tent, that has been entertained and
circalated by the sen of Joseph—
yéur:g Jozeph, cs he is ealled. And
all ithese influences combined to-
gether have had the effect, to a
grenter or lesa extent, to crente in
many minde the lmpresslen of which
I epeak that there was eome with.
holding of power; that there were
some glfits and macifestations of
power tbat cught to be, but were
nol in the Chureh; that the prophet.
ic gifts did not folfow to the same
extent that God designed they
should; that =although President
Young and hls Counselora and she
Twolve were Apostles, the epostle-
thip did not embady in itself the

eame glifts, the enme lEowers that
were exerclzed by the Prophet
Joseph,

I remember, when on one of my
early misslons, mesting with an old
member of the Church fn Callfornia,
a man of 50me prominence &t one
time, and of considerable experience
in the Church, who contended that
President Young was not entitled to
be called Prophet, Seer and Revela-
tor, or to be put to the General Con-
ference as such. His ldea sesmed to
be that when the Prophet Joseph
died, the office of Proghet, Seer and
Revelater died with  him, and,
therefore, this ¢laim by the leaders
of tho Church was a plece of gzs-
sumption on their parts.

Now, how far these Ideas have
prevailed and ere hald I canuot say,
because, 28 I have remarked, my
opportanities of mingling wlth the
people, zs Idid In former Years, have
not been such 8s to enable e to
epeak from personal knowledge, and
perhape §f I were to do o they
would not talk s5 fresly with me
sbout such things as they once did.
But I wish to say that those who
look for eome incresed manifesta-
tion of power to come in some form
onlside of that which we resognize
as the governing =sutbority of the
Chureh, ore 1a dunger of being de-
luded and of belng led satray. Such

teons, 1f theré be any, and I am
netned to belleve theie are, are in
just the condition that the adver-
srry would like people to ba ig, that
tie moy have Influence with them.

Bince my return from Washing-
ton, In the middio of August iast,
have heard mo:e of new prophets
aud revelators,and their revelations,
than I have heard for several yesrs.
I do not know of how many prophets
I have heard of who have arizen; I
do not know kow many revelations
I have heard of that have besn glv-
en; but there hnve been quile a
number, Many revelationa have
been zent to me by persons who
olaim the right to preside over the
Church sad to be the Prophel of the
Chureh. President Taylor Las been
the reciplent of & number of simfiar
com munications, each one ss ting
forth  his clalm o the preat
dency of the Church, sand to
the prophetic cffite; and svme of
them requiring us to sccept the
anthor as the person whom God
had desiguated to be the- revelator

to snd the 'resident of the Chureh,
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some anthorlty outeide of our pres-
ent organization of the holy Priest-
hood, you cap readlly ree how the
adversary could take advantage of Jt,
and puf! vain,weak men up with the
idea that they aie to be rome great
one?, No greater mistake cin be
indulged in than for any person to
Buppoee that there is not thet an-
thority in the Chureh at the present
flime that is pececsary for the estab.
lishment, for the government and
guidance, and for the building up
and complete control of the Church
ard Kingdom of ou¢ God upon the
earth, according to the pattern
which He has given.

God revenled to the Propbet Jo-
seph Bmith the neceselty of the
Priesthood, and nntil the Priesthood
was bestowed, though he had the
#ifts which comstitute A Prophet,
Revelator and Beer prior to recelv-
tog it, having had the gift of pro-
phecy and revelations from God,
and having exeroleed Lhe Reer’s gift
by locking through the Urim and
Thummim—he bever attempt-
ed to act in any espm-
city beyend that in which God
authorized him to act. Although
he possesged the gifis thak I have re-
ferred to, be never attempted to act
in any ordlnance of the house of
God, or that belongs to the Chureh
of God, untl]l he recelved abthorlty
todoso. And that anthority was
not conferred mpon him when ha
first ssw angels 2nd had rome of the
gitte of which I have spoken. It re.
quired the laying on of the handas
uf Some persenage or persgpages,
who had the anthorlty of the Holy
Priesthood. Ko, Joseph never ran
uttll he was sent. He exhibited in
this the qualities of the man that
e was; Leckuse there are few men,
a2 we well know, who, if they had
ob*ained the gifts that he posseszed,
would not have overstepped the
limnis of their calling and authority,
and done something beyond their
¢rovince. But Joseph did not err iy
this way; ho had been two well
taught of the Lord, and therefore
he waited, He never attempted to
preach the Gospel, or to baptize for
the remission of sins, But when
he found that jt was neces:sry for
bim to receive the Priesthood, he
called upon the Lord, and the Lord
bkeard hig glsrayer, and in answer to
his call and that of Oliver Cowdery,
sent 10 thems John the Baptiat, a
literal descendent of Aaron who, by
virige of his deecent, held the keys
of the Aaronie Priesthocd, he being
the last man upon the earth thst
held these keys, John had been
ordained by the angel of the Liord at
the time he was gight days old unto
thls power, end to overthrow the
kingdom ot the Jews, and to prepare
the way of the Lord, Having Leen
thus ordained by the sngel of the
Lord, and haviog been baptized
while he was yet in hia chijabood,
.and holding the authority and the
keys of the Aaronlo Priesthood,
be was a it personage to eame ang
bestow the keys upon Joseph, who
had been chosen to stand st the
bead of this dispensation, He came,
and he laid his hands upon Joreph
and upon Oliv. r, and conferred o pon
them the Aaronic Prigathood, which
authorizad them to administer the
ordinance of bapti-m for the remis.
sion of el.is. When Joseph received
that authority he administered the
ordinance of baptem unto Oliver,
and then Oliver unto him,

They afterwsrds received the ag-
thority of the Melchisadek FPriest-
hood under the hauds of those who
last hield the keya of that Priesthood
upon the earth, When Josus, you
will remember, took Hir three discl-
plea Into the mount, He was trans.
figured before them, and Moees and
Klias administered unto them; and
nt thai time Peter was ordaincd io
held Lthe keys of that dispensation.
He beld the keys In cenjunction
with his brethren, James anid John,
They came and unitedly latd thelr
hands upon the heads of Joreph and
Oliver, and ordalned them to the

authority that they themsalves
held, namely, tnat of the
Apostleship. In thiw way they

received the authority of the
Melchisedek Prissthood, and could
administer in the ordinances that
belong to that Priesthnod; one of
which is the laying on of Lands for
the gift of the Holy Ghost. Until
that tlae tbey had not received
that ordinance. Boma might think
it strange that a mau ke Joseph,
80 gifted of the Lord, should deem
it neceszary 10 ve ndministered to
by A man ur men holding the holy
Prieathood, in order 1o recelve the
Holy Ghost. But it is upon the
game principle that the Son of God
had to be baptizsd in order to fulfil
all righteousness; snd yei He was &

pure and holy belng.  Aud when
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be baptized of thee, end comeet thon
to me?” Jesue ratd to bim, “Buf.
fer it fo be so now: for thus it be-
cometh us to fmifil all righteous-
negt;” and John then sdminlstered
the ordinance cf baptlem {o the 8on
of God, pute and holy as He was
Our Bavior could not, and did not,
iefuie to enmply with any of the
ordinances which are placed in ths
Cloreh for the salvation of God’s
children; on the contrery, He set
the example by golngdown inio the
water nndpbeing bapt:zed by John,
even as the most humble of Hie
followers did. In like manner it
was aspecesssry thatJceeph shoold
be baptized, and bhave handa lald

upon him for the reception
of the Holy Ghost—for there
is no donbt in my mind,

that Joreph Bmith was called just
as the Bin of God, our Lord and Re-
deemer, was called, before the foun-
dation of the earth,—as Jeremiah in
bis record saysz he was—and was or-
dained to be a Prophet, Beer and
Revelator, and to stand at the head
of this list dispensation. Although
thia was the case, it waa 8til] neccs.
sary that he ehould be baptized and
have haods Iaid upon him for the
reception of the Holy Ghost, and
alao be ordalned to the Priesthood of
Asron and Melohleedek. You re-
member reading In the Book of
Mormon that the Twelve on this
contizent, whom the Havior 'chcse
after His reenrrection, are to be
Judged by the Twelve Aposties that
were at Jerusalem. It was with
Peter, who waa the senior Apcstle
there, that the keyrs rested. He
wasat the headof Lhat dispensation;
theretore, those that regeived the
Apostleship on this 1and were to ke
judged by the Twelve at Jerusslem.
‘There the keys were; and it was
right and proper that Peter, with
James and Johu, should come and
bestow them wpon him who was to
be the head of this dispevsation,
namely, Joseph Bmith,

In addition to this the Prophst
Joeeph Informs us in bls Ietter, ad-
dreesed to the Sainis when he fled
away from Nauvoo to escape the
hands of his enemieg, that ‘It is
pecessary in the ushering in of the
dispensation of Lhe falness of times,
which dlapensation {3 now begin-
ning to usher in, that a whols and
complete and perfect unlon, and
weldlpg together of dispencations,
end keys, and powers, and glories
should take place, and be revealed
from the days of Adam even (o the
precent time.” He, therefore, re
ceived the minlatration of divers
angels—heads of dispearationa—
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them. If we enter into our exalt:
tion, It will be be:ause they, a3 thd
servants of Uod, permit us to pasq
by, just a8 the revelation Bays, ‘“oasd
by the angelsand the Gous, w icly
are szt there,” to our exaltatlon,

You Enow toat Jesus sald to Hid
Apoatles in anclent daye, that they
shonld **sit uwpon twelve thromes
Judging the twelve tribes of Israel. ™
And Faol saye, *the Hainis shall
Judge the world,” Thia is true.
Joeeph, then, stands st the head;
and then every msan {n his placa
after him until” you come downt
the Elder, the most humble Elde
of the Coureh who has proclaimes
the Gospel of the Bon of Gud to the
inhabvitante of the earth, He wiil
Bitas & Judge to jodge thoze who
have received or those who have red
fecied his testimopy, He wil stand
88 B 8WifL witness before the judgl
ment eeat of God against this gene,
ration, He wlll Mt up his volcd
teslifying a1 to that which he has|
done, and men will be condemned;
and men will be justifled and women
will be justified according to the
teatimony of the faithful cervants of
God, each one in his dpluce aod sta-
tion; but Joreph, holding the keye,
and presiding over all, subordinate,
however, to him from whom be re~
celved the keys, as he (Peter) wil
be subordinate "to the Bon of  God
who placed them upon him; each
one in his dispenvation} each one i
his place; ench exercising the ag—
thorlty of his Priesthood; each m
honorimg God according to his taith
fulness and diligence in magnifyhi}
that Prlesthocd and calling that Ged
hxs placed npon him; and each wo
man in her piace receiving heIl
share of glory and honor according
to her faithfalness in kKeeping the
commandments of God, and honor;
ing the Priesthood.

I present this matter before Fou'
that you may eee that when Joseph

\l

agthority, all
the powers and all the qualificstions
Deces:ary for the head of a diepen-
sation, 10 stand at the head of this
greai Jast dispensation. They
Leen bestowed upon him through
the providenoces of Ged, and through
the commeand of God to His faithful
servanis who lived in anclent days,
There was no end scarcely, in many
tezpects, 10 the know!edge that he
recolved. He was visited copstantly
by angels; and the SBon of God Himg
self condescending 10 come an

minister unto him, the Father hay
ing also shown ., Himeself unto him
and theee various angels, the heady
of dirpensatione,having al:o minist

from Michsel or Adam down to the
present time; every man in his time
aad searon coming 0 him, and sl
declaring their dispencation, thelr
rights, their keye, their honors,their
maleaty and glory, and the power of
their Priesthood. Bo that Joseph,
the head of this dispensalion, Fro-
| phet, Beer and Revelator, whom
God raised up, received trom all
these dlfferent eonrces, mccord.
lng to the mind and will of God,
and sccording to the deelgn of God
concerniog him; he received from
all these difforent sources all the
poewer and all the authority and all
keys that were necessary for the
building up of the work of God ig
the last days, and for the sccom:
pliehment of His purpcses connect-
ef with this dispensation. He
stands at the head  He ls a unigue
character,difering from every other
WAn in this respeet, and excelling
every otber man. Recauvse he was
the head God clipe him, aud while
he was faithful no maun cogld take
his place snd position. He was
falthftul, and died faithful He
ttands Ltherefore ut the hiesd of this
dispensaiion, and wil) throughout
all eternity, and no msn can take
that power away {rom him. 1If any
man holds theeo keys, ha holds
them subordinste to him., You
never heard President Youny teach
any other doctrine; he always said
that Jozeph stood at the heau of 1his
dispensation, that Joseph holda the
keye; that withough Joseph had
goue behind the vall he stood at the
fiend of hts dispensation, and that
bie himeel? held the ksys sabordin-
ate to him. President Taylor teachea
the same docirine, and you will
never hear any other doctriue from
uby of the faithful Apostles or ser-
vants of God, who understand the
order of the holy Priesthood, If we
get aur salvation we_shall have to
pusa by him; if we enter into our
glory it will be through the suthor-
ity that he hias received. We cannot
get saround him{ we cannot get
around President ’Young y We cannot
get around Preeldent Taylor; we
cabnol get around the Tweive Apos-
tles. If we ever attain to that eter-

nal glory that God has promised to

ed unto him, Moron, in'the begin-
nlog, 88 you knoW, to prepare him
for hiis mission, oame and minletered
and tslked to him from time to
time, and he had vision after vision
in order that his mind might be
fully eaturated with a know-
ledge of the things of
God, and tuat he might com-
prehend the great aud holy calllng|’
that God had be-towed upon him|
In this respect he standa uhigne.
There is no man In this dispenwstion
can occupy the stationthat he,Joseph
did, God having recerved him and
ordalned him for that position, nod
bestowed upon him the DeCeasary
power. Think of whai he passeg
through! Think of his afflictions,
and thick of his dauntless charag
lter! D)d any one ever eee him fal:
ter? Didany one ever see him fllnch!
Did any one ev.r mue any lack
in him of the power DecCessary o
enable him to stand with dignity in
the midst of his enemies, or lacking
in dignity Jn the performance of his
dutles as a servant o} the living
(#od? God gave him peculiar power
in thisrespect. He was flled with
integrity 1o God; with euch Integrit
88 wad not known among men. H‘:
was like sn anzel ofGod among them.
Notwithstanding all that he had tg
endure, and the peculiar clroum-
etances in which he was 80 often
placed, and the great responsibilicy
thit weighed constantly wpon him,
be never faltered, the feeling of fear
or trembling never crossed him—a;
least he never exhibited it In h's
feelings or zcuons, ‘God euateined
bhim to the very last, and was with
him, aud bore him oft trium phant
even in his death.

While he was In poszetslon of al)
Lis facalties, and hkely to live for
many years to Jead the Church—in
fact the people believed that he
would JIve to redeem Zion—when he
was thus altuated, impresced by the
Bpirit  and power of God, he
calied togother our leading men,and
he bestowed upon_the Twelve A pos
-tles alt the keys and authority and
power that he himself poesecsed
and that he bad received irom the
Lord. He gave unto them every

endowment, every washing, every.
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