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and opposed by the prince of the
kingdom of persia whereupon a
struggle that lasts torfor twenty days
follows rhefhe victory would appar-
ently have been dubious hadbad not
michael himself come to the assist
ence of the messengermeu

in the bilth chapter the things
noted in the scripture of truth
are set forth these things com-
mence with the history of persia
pourfour kings are foretold Cambycambesesses
smerdis darius and xerxes v 2

then follows a prediction of alex-
ander thetheodreagreatOrea his history and hisbis
successors in the south egypt
and the north syria down to the
time v 3 29

then follows the conquest of syria
by the romans chittim v 8030
with the rise of the papal power
v 31 89 the character of this

power and many of its corrupt doc-
trines are here predicted with
minuteness then come the inva-
sions of the saracenasaracensSaracens the king of
the south and of the turks the
king of the north the countries
to be conquered by the turks
are enumerated v 41 43 as
are also those that were
to escape the chapter closes
with a prediction concerning the
end of the turkish empire yet to be
fulfilled he shall plant the tab-
ernaclesern acles of his palace between the
seas in the glorious holy mountain
yet hebe shall come to hisbis end and
none shall help him

the first verse of the chapter
predictspredicts the full deliverance of the
jewish nation through the inter
Vic
positiontion of the great prince 11

michaellmichaelhaell an event to be lookedlooked
for after the fall of the
king of the north ap or the
turkish empire anuand the next
verses refer to the first resurrection
of mankind the book closes with
some chronologicalhron statements
unintelligible even to the prophet
himself v 8 but the promise is
given that at the end of time many
shall receive knowledge concerning
these predictions v 4 a promise
which evidently implies renewed
revelations for how could these
things be known without such re-
velation any more than daniel
could know them without revela-
tion

oueone thing is noticeable all through
this prophetic record each new
vision rerequiresquites a new revelation from
god daniel is constantly seeking
knowledge from god concerning the
right understanding of the visions
given and it is only through this
means that hebe receives his know-
ledge continuous revelation was
cesarynedecesary to this the most remark-
able prophet of the ancient world
so it is to us if we want to under-
stand the plans and purposes of the
almighty where there is no re-
velation spiritual darkness prevails
in spite of the plainest writings of
god and the whole

of learned priests may see
on the wall the mene mene
chekel upharsin but a daniel a
man in constant communication
with god is required to interpret
it according to its right meaning

EZEKIEL B C was
carried captive to babylon at the
first invasion of

eleven years before the destruction
of jerusalem he was contemporary
with jeremiah and daniel but
lived some miles north of ba-
bybylonjon on the banks of the river
chabar tradition has it that he was
put to death by a fellow exile
whom he hadbad rebuked for idolatry

the predictions of thisthia prophet
were delivered some before and some
after the destruction of jerusalem
by before this
event lie calls upon the people to
repent aandn d warns ththemem agai just seek-
ing aid by the egyptians he as-
sures them that the fall of their be-
loved city was now unavoidable
when the king com-
menced his siege of the same god
revealed thisthia to the prophet in his
exile son of man god says to
him write thee the name of the
day even of this day the king of
babylon set himself against jeru-
salem this same day 24 2 this
was in the ninth year of his cap-
tivity three years later he re-
ceived the intelligence that the city
had fallen 33 21 during this
period all the predictions of the
Iroprophetphet are directed against for-
eign nations after he had heard of
the fall of jerusalem his principal
object in view is to comfort the peo
pie with promises of restoration and
future blessings

the closing chapters 40 48 of the
book of ezekiel undoubtedly refer
to events yet future the descrip-
tions of the glorious building there
given will no doubt once be recog-
nized in a structure hereafter to be
reared by the people of god but as
yet like all unfulfilled predictions
much of it is obscure and cannot be
understood until the light of reve-
lation removes all obscurity

OBADIAH B C is sup-
posed to have prophesied curing the
period between the fall of jerusalem
and the conquest of edom five
years later on this supposition he
wasawas a contemporary of jeremiah
ezekiel and daniel

his predictions are directed against
the adomitesEd and hebe especial-
ly points out that there was
a great difference between the
judgments executed upon judah
and upon edom for judah should
again be raised fromfro in her present fall
and finally possess not only judea
but also the land of the philistines
and that of the adomitesEd while
edom should be as though they hadbad
not been v 16 a prediction that
has been remarkably fulfilled to our
own day and while edom is thus
utterly swallowedswalloweJ up saviorsSavio shall
come up on mount zion to judge
the mount of esau and the king-
dom shall be the Lorcordalldall v 21

three nations were foremost in
afflicting the ancient people of god
viz fhe Assyrians the
antiand the adomitesEd three prophets
were commissioned by the lord to
announce the judgment upon these
three nations nahum foretells the
destruction of the Assyrians hab
bakkum of the and oba-
diah of the adomitesEd

THE ELESIO RATION OF TIRETHE JEWS
As hadbad been foretold by the proph-

ets and particularly by isaiah the

exiled jews were permitted to return
home during the reign of cyrus As
soon as they hadbad reached the holy
land we find them uniting their
efforts to reestablishestablishre the religious
rites of their fathers aided hyby the
noble leaders Zerub babel joshua
ezra and nehemiah they erect
an attaraltar of burnt offering and re-
build the destroyed temple then
the city wall is built and vari-
ous officers appointed as circum-
stanced required for further par-
ticularstic ulars the reader is referred to the
book of ezra and nehemiah

it may be well to state here al-
though the remark may to some
extent deviate from the subject
under consideration that the restor-
ation of the jewish nation at this
time was very far from being that
complete restoration to more than
former privileges liberty and glory
of which all the prophets hadbad

n such glorious terms the
promise was that the whole rem-
nant should be delivered even if
they were as numerous as the sand
on the sea shore but from babylon
only comparatively few ever re-
turned the company of derubba
bel consisted of persons and
ezra led more home the
great bulk of the people that had
been born in the foreign land never
returned see book of esther
again the promise was that a king-
dom should be established with the
holy city as the capital an ever-
lasting kingdom governed by god
himself through messiah this
promise has never yet been fulfilled
in fact the jews have neverdever
ainee their overthrow by
chad nezzar been an independ-
ent nation governed by rulers
of their own except during
the very shortabort rule of the

after their return they con-
tinued to be tributary to the persian
king for about a hundred years as
a province of syria when alealex-
ander had conquered persia syria
and palestine with it they fell into
hlahis hands when the grecian em-
pire was divided palestine fell into
the hands of ptolemy lagusbagus as a
part of the egyptian monarch yand
it remained so for about a hundred
years when it was transferred to the
kings of syria in which situation it
greatly suffered during the frequent
wars between egypt and syria
Antiochus Epiphanes one of the
syrian kings plundered the city and
the temple audand enslaved the people
for about three years and a half
they were reduced to worse than
egyptian thralldom their sacred
manuscripts were burnt and the
people were compelled to sacrifice
to idols the temple itself was
dedicated to jupiter a statue of
which was erected on the altar of
god compare daniels prediction
of the little bora chap 8
9 12 through the noble enthusi-
asm and patriotism of Mattatblasbiag
and his sons a struggle against the
oppressor now took placeilace which
secured to the jews years of dearly
bought liberty and independence
but they were soon conquered by
the romans pompey marched hishia
army into fudwa conquered jeru-
salem and made the country tribut-
ary to rome herod the great de


