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HAVING been requested to address the
congregation this afternoon I1 do so wito
thothe greatest cheerfulness there isia one
passage ofScripture I1 would like very much
to take asaa a text if I1 knew where to find
it it is somewhere in the book of jere
miahralah or ezekiel I1 have not time nowdow to
look it up and perhaps it would be better
to take some other text having a bearing
on the same subject the text to which I1
would like to direct the attention of the
people has reference to the colonization of
this country by one of the descendants of
Zedezedekiahklahkiah king of judah it reads somebome
aning likeilke this thusthua saith the lord god
I1 will also take of the highest branch of
the high cedar and will set it I1 will crop
ontonn from the top ofhisbis young twigs a tender
one and will plant it upon an high moun-
tain and eminent in the mountain of the
height of israel will I1 plant it and it shall
bring forth boughs and bear fruit and be
a gaily cecedeeddarandanand under it shall dwell all
fowl of every wing in the shadow of the
branches thereof shall they dwell

we read of the fulfillment of this proprom

checy in the book of Mormon but because
jl1 cannot direct your attention to the pas-
sage I1 will read another text which will
be found in the lith verse of the
psalm truth shall spring out of the
earth and righteousness shall look down
from heaven

forty nivefive years ago this morning this
prophecy so far nasus it relates to truth
springing out oiof tha earth was fulfilled
Forty five years ago earlygarly this morning
plates resembling gold werewore taken from
the earth the morning lriirl recollect right
of the of september 1827 owing to
that great event the territory of utah is
now settled by the people called latter
dbyday saints owing to the fulfillment of
this prophecy this tabernacle has been
built here in these mountains and had it
not been for that event it is probable thalthat
utah territory would still have been a
desert a barren solitary uninhabited dis-
trict of country sometimessometimes great things
are accomplished and grow out of things

4 that appear very small in their nature it
has been so in relation to this prophecy
truth shall spring outoat of the earth
in order that the meaning of these words

maybemay be more fully understood it mayway notdot
be amiss to read the context or the pas
sages preceding the psalmist com-
mences

sX lordurd thou hat beenboen favourfavourabletatfat durableable unto ibythy land
thou lust brought back tleoto captivity otor jacob

thou hast forgivenborgh en thetiie iniquity of thy people
thou hasehasi cacov cred all their sinsiu scelahasiah

thou liasthast taken anav all thy wrath thou hast
turned thyself from thothe heuneufiercenessceness or philio angerauger

turn ususousa 0 god of our salvationsaha tiontiou andardarand d cause
thinethino angerauger toward us to cease

wilt thou bobe angry with usug for overever wilt thou
dawaraw out thine angerauger to all generationsgenogene callous

wilt thouthoatho i not revive us again that thythy people
mayway i ajo cc inm theetheo

Lordlolloi dyandand grantgrante us thy
sah atlon

I1 will hoarhear whatrt hat gedgod tho lord speak for
nielre will speak maceoace unto his people and to hlahia
baines but letiet thom not turnturtui n again to follyfoil

surely his astivsilv atlon is them thabthit seirfeirfe ir liim
tbthat at glory maywayntania dwelldivell inin our land

marly and truth are mobmeb together rig 8
ilessuns and peace havehavolu 0 kissed each other

truth shall spring out of0 the earth and rightrig ht
eoascoas ness shill look down from heaven
1 yea tilotho lord shailshill rivorixogi 0 thacthat w tichitch esgois g ocoed and
dudursurr landlaud shall yield her increase

righteousness shall go belorebefore him and shallshail setscot
its iuin thothe wayM as olof illshis stepsslips

thui reads the psalm it is very
evident that the psalmist david being fill
ed with the spirit of prophecy saw the
condition of the people of israel saw also
atiattalat they would be under the displeasure
of the almighty for many generations and
he prays that the lord would look upon
them in compassion and turn himself from
the fierceness of his anger that it might
not be drawn out towards them to all gen-
erationserat ions and he utters this prayer turn
us 0 god cfrif our salvation and show unto
us thy mercy etc toe lord in answer
to this prayer promised to speak peace to
hiskis people but said he let them not turn
again unto folly and then he informs
them how he would speak peace unto
them and how he would turn himself
from the fierceness of his anger that his
anger might not be drawn out unto them
to all generations he informs them that
hebe would commence this great work that
should result in peace and salvation to is-
rael by causing truth to spring out of the
earth at which time righteousness should
look downdowa from heaven righteousness
anandanad truth and peace should kiss one ano-
ther and the lord should cause the land
of israel again to yield its increase we
know how barren sterile and uninhabita-
ble isia the land that was once promised to
that chosen people the lord has not only
cursed the people and made them a hiss
and byword among all the nations
whither they have been driven but his
angerauger has also beenbeer upon their land he
has withheldwithhold the rains of heaven and has
cursed it with barrenness and sterility
and thetho cities which once covered ilsits face
and reared their lofty spites to

liehe in ruins and scarcely a vestige orsomeof somerome
of them can be found but when the lord
should cause truth to spring forth out of
the earth hebe would speak peace to hisbis peo
pie and to thelitheir land and it should yield its
Incieast and truth should go before him
and should setsot them in the way of hisbis
steps

we have been proclaiming for forty two
years thisthia book of mormon which we
have declared hahasi sprung forth from the
earth by the power of the almighty for
the benefit first of0 the gentile nations the

to the words of the
book must go forth to all people nations
and tongues under the whole heavensbeavens
called the gentile nations after which the
lord has promised in numerous places in
this record that it should go to the rem-
nants of the house of israel butbat that
which the lord intends to accomplish first
by the bringing forth of this book is the
redemption of as many as will hearken to
its words in all the gentile nationsnation of the
earth and to gather them together in one
for not only are the housebouse of israelIsraeliandand the
house of judah to be gathered back to
their own landshutlands but all christiansq through
out the whole earth are to be gathered 1in
one in the latter days according to a pro-
phecy which you will findannindfind in the
chapter of isaiah 1I will bring them
from the easteasheast and gather them from thetho
west I1 will say to the north give up
and to the south keep not back bring my
sons from far and my daughters
from the ends of the earth even
every one that is called by my namenarue
this has reference to the sons
and daughters of the living god to ihathe
people called saints not particularly to the
liteliteralralrai seed of the house of israel but tojo all
those who believe in him and who are
called by his name all must be gathered
all must come from the ends of the earth
no christians will be left scattered abroad
over the nationnationsFi as many suppose will be
the caseease so long as time lasts A
complete and full gathering together
of the people of god must talietake place
in the latter days called by paul the
dispensation of the fullness of times you
will find this prediction in the first chapter
of his epistle to the Epheephesians paul therothere
declares that a dispensationnew musmusttoomecome
in and he denominatesnominatesde it the dispensation
of the fullness of times Ilehe tellaustellstelis us chatinthat in
that dispensation the lord will gather to-
gether in one all things in christ every
person that believes inandluand has put on christ
by baptism and by repentance ofsanof sin must
be gathered in conein that dispensation not
only those on earth but those in heaven
allibeallril the congregations who are jnin christ
who have dwelt on the earth in former
ages are to be united with those who are
1in tlblahothe ahoflesh on the earth one great vast
general assembly of allali thabthat arelito in christ
the dead as well as the living from thiethe
days of adam down until the work is
completed

in order to commence thisthia great work
the lord has brought forth trout of the
earth he will speak peace to hishii peopleeollo
and they are requested by the Psalmist
when the lord undertakes to do this work
never to turn again unto folly

now I1 will attempt to give a brierbrief account
to my bearers of how joseph smith obtain-
ed the plates of the bookoff mormon from
theeartathe earth helashe was butabutsbuhbut a lad a farmers
boboy when the lord began to10 speak to him
anand send hishia angels to him being not quite
fifteen years of age heike was almost too
young to be a brazen raced impostor was
hebe not cast your eyes around on this
congregation for the youth of fifteen and
see if you think it would be possible for
one of that early ageae to become of the moat
barefaced impostorsimpostora that the world everover
heard of for joseph smith was thus re-
garded by the world at large with few ex-
ceptions and he must have beenblen so at a
very early age it this work be not true
for hebe could not be deceived himself in
relation to it there was nolio possible
chance for any deception soao far as hoile him
self was conCODconcernedcorned why because the
circumstances were of huchtuch a nature
that he could not be deceived
god revealed to him that there were certain
plates deposited about three miles from his
fifathers house liehe saw in vision the place
of their deposit he heard the holy angel
declare to him in relation to these records
but first about four years prior to this the
first vision that he bad was in answer to
prayer being but a youth and anxious
for the salvation of his soulsoui hebe secretly
prayed in the wilderness that the lord
would show unto him what he should do
what church be should join the lordlordlora
heardbeard and answered this prayer do not
be astonished good ChristichristlchristidesChristineskinskius because the
lord hearsbearb prayer in the century I1
know it is very popular to pray to the lord
in christendom but when you talk about
the lord answering prayers by giving rev-
elationselat ions visions or sending angels it is
very unpopular but unpopular as it was
this youth ventured to go anandd ask the lord
for wisdom having in the first place read
a passage in the new testament which
says if any man lack wisdom letiet him ask
of god who to all liberallyHberallyaily and up
braideth not and it shall be given unto
him joseph smith was not so full of
tradition that he could not lay hold of this
promise I1 do not know that hebe bad been
taught long enough the idea that the lord
would not hear prayer at anyauy rate hav-
ing road this passage he prayed really
believing in hisbis heart that the lord would
answer him for he wanted wisdom he

i wanted to know which isaawas the true chris

tian church that hebe nalnaimightglit be united with
it and whileahil pleading with and praying to
the lord for this information which was a
matter of great concern to him the heavens
were opened and two personages clothed
in light or fire descended and stood before
him AS soon as this light surrounded
him and hebe was enclosed or enveloped in
it his mind waa caught away from earthly
objects and things and he saw these two
glorious personages their countenances

with exceeding great brilliancy
one of them while pointing to the other
addressed him in this language behold
my beloved son hearbebr yoye him all fear
was taken from this boy during the pro-
gress of this wonderful event and he felt
happy butmt anxious to know concerning
the things about which hebe had been pray-
ing and hebe repeated hisbis request that
hohe might be loldloid which was the true chris-i
tian church he was informed that thorethere
was no true christian church on the earth
that there was no people established or
organized according to the apostolic order 1

that all had gone out of the way and had
departed from the ancient order of things
that they bad denied the power of Godgodli-
ness

ilnilill

the giftsginns miracles the spirit of reve-
lation and prophecy visions that all these
things had been done away with by the
unbelief of the children of men and that
there were no prophets or inspired men on
t earth as there always had been
when there was a true church upon
the earth he was strictly commanded to
join none of them the lord also informed
him that at some future period of time if
he would be faithful in giving heed to the
instructions which were theu imparted to
him and in hisbis prayers to the lord he
would impart to him his own doctrine in
plainness and simplicity

some four years passed away from this
time making this boy not oniteanite nineteen
years of age and on one sunday evening
he returned to his bed room ponPODponderingdering
upon the promise that ladbad been given to
him I1 and heneganhe aeganbegan praying earnestly again
that the lord would show him the true
gospel of his songon according to the promise
and while he was thus praying in hisbis
gathersrathers house toin his chamber a light burst
into the room becoming brighter by de-
grees shining and thenthau partially withdraw-
ing so that tearrear did not take possession
of his bosom to any great degree ahbeabbaAs he
continued praying the light became
brighter and brighter and finally a person-
age clothed in a white robe stood before
him this personage was a little above
the size of common men at the present
day and his arms and feet were partially
bare his feet did not stand on the doornoor of
the room buesbut a certain andi
his coultencountenanceance bhoneshone like lightning
thisthia angel appeared so pleasant beautiful
andanu glorious and his countenance radiated
suchsueh happiness on the mind of this young
lad that all fear was taken from him as on
the former occasion this personage told
him that hebe was an angel of god and that
he hwhad beenbee sent in answer to hishia prayer
with a very important message to deliver
to hlinhim that godgod designed to accomplish a
great work on the earth and that he was
to bobe a chosen instrument in laying the
foundation of and establishing this work
he commenced telling himhlin about the
ancient inhabitants of this continent uehe
told him that the present american in-
dians were the descendants of israel that
their forefathers were brought here from
jerusalem about six centuries before
christ that whenwhon they came they were a
righteous people and hadbad prophetahotd among
them that when they landedlauded on this conti-
nent they commencecommendedcommenceddt by the command-
ment of the lord keeping a record of their
history their prophecies and sacred doings
upon mmetallic plates that that nation after
having dwelt here about a thousand years
fell into great wickedness that they divided
themselves into two great nations that the
fortionportion that hadbad these plates thothe Nep hitesbites
hadad so far apostatized from the lord thatthal
he threatened their overthrow and to des-
troy them if they did not repent that the
prophetspropheta went forth among them prophe-
sying that if they did not repent the other
nation called Lama would destroy
them iromfrom the face of the land but they
would not repent and mormon a prophet
who lived at that time was commanded of
the lord to take all the plates that were
kept otof the records of his fathers and make
angin abridgment of them upon a new set of
plates 80 hebe commenced and abridged their
history from the time they left jerusalem
until ilathlat period incorporating therein many
of the prophesies and revelations given
during that thousand years after having
made this abridgment he committed it
into thetha landsbands otof his son moroni knowing
that his nation would beba destroyed and
that moroni according to the revelations
god had given him would be spared to
keep the records andadd to behold the down-
fall orof his nationnailon mormon bid the recordsrecord
from which he made this abridg-
ment in a hill called the hill cu
being its ancientanciancleliteilt name and this billblit was
about three miles from where this young
man resided in the town of manchester
ontario county stateslate of new york there
all the records were deposited and accord-
ing to the book of mormon they must
have been very numerous indeed the
history of the ancient inhabitants of this
land was kept by their kingslins and the re
cords became very voluminous and they
were all deposited by the prophet morningbjornn
in that willhilly but the abridgment froni
which book of mormon was teketebe ih was
given into thetho hands of hiasonhisson Muroui tolu

finish out thetho record the last date given
on these records was years after christyou may inquire how the people on this
land knew about the birth of christ I1
will say that they understood christianity
on this western hemispherehemishemiaphere as well as on
the eastern hemisphere they were not
left in darkness here concerning the savior
of the world and hishla atonement they
knew all about it how jesus who isia
the god of the whole earthoarth appeared to
them after hisbis crucifixion and resurrection
fromtrova the dead he showed them the
wounds in his handsbands feet and sidebide and de-
livered to them hisbis gospel in its plainness
and fullness and they were commanded to
write it on plates they knew also of hiahis
birth in the land of their forefathers by
the signs which god gave to them on this
land they were told that at the time of
the birth of jesus there should be two days
and one night without any darkness at all
thtuny1 I should see the sun go down at night
aandariserise in the rmorningnorning and that during
thetiie whole of that time it should be light as
day they commenced the reckoning of
their time from that previous to
that time they bad reckoned their time
from the date of their leaving jerusalem
precisely six hundred years before the
birth of christ four hundred and twenty
years after that great event the prophet
moroni informs us that he hisoalso was com-
manded to bide uplip thisthin abridgment in the
same hill but inin another part of it in
which his father Mmormonormon hidbid up the sacred
records and the lord made a promise to
Moroni aisohisoalso to Mor monand to many other
prophets who d uveltwelt on this land in prepro

generations that these plates should
never be destroyed but thauthae they should
be preserved by hlahis hand and that they
should be brought forth out of the earth in
the latter days for the purpose of bringing
about the gathering of his people from the
ends of the earth and the bringing in of
the fUllruilfullnessnessDeSS of the gentiles and fulfilling
their times after which the translation of
these records should go to all the remnants
of the house of israel scattered abroad onen
tiletiie face of the whole earth and that these
records should be instrumental IQia thetho
handsbands of god in gathering israel from the
four quarters of the earth

these were the promises of god to the
ancient prophets of this continent and this
angelaugel told joseph smith concerning these
plates and where they were deposited at
the same time the vision of the almighty
was open to the mind of joseph and he
saw the very spot after the angel had
conversed with him sometime on this sub
eject and hadbad opened up to him the prophe-
cies of the holy prophets concerning the
great work that was to be accomplished in
the latter days he withdrew and joseph
continued prayingprying some perhaps might
think that this waswasa a dream dutbal it was not
he was wide awake As hebe continued
praying the auzelanzel came again the second
time and gave him still further informa-
tion concerning the rise of the latterday
kingdom of god upon the earth and the
great work the almighty intended to acao
com preparatory to the coming of his
son from the heavens with all hisbis saints
the angel then again withdrewwithdraw but in an-
swer to josephs prayers he came the third
time and imparted to him still more
information after his withdrawal the
third time joseph arose and it was early
in the morning he having been awake all
night receiving instruction from the angel
of god in the morning he went out into
the field to work with his father he bad
not yet told hishia father otof the remarkable
things that be had seen during the night
but his father noticed that be looked weak
and feeble and advised him to go to the
house he started tolo do so and while on
the way the angel again appeared to him
and commanded him to return to his fath-
er and tell hamallhimbim allali about it he did boand
his fathertather on hearing it burst into tears
and said my son be not disobedient to
this heavenly vision the angel when
he appeared to him in daylight told him
not only to tell his father but also to go to
the place shown him dinvinvin vision the
night previous and see the plates his
father told him by all means to be obedi-
ent and faithful he went according to the
instruction of the angel and visited this
billhill the hill runs north and south some
three quarters of a mile and on one end of
it or near the end of it was where he saw
the plates the surface of the stone which
covered the plates waswaa bare around its
edges was a thick greensward of grasskrasss or
turf he knewknow the place as soon as he saw
it and procuring a lever hebe lifted off this
principal or crowning stone and found
that it was cemented on the top of four
stones that sat on edge forming a stone
box after having lifted off the stoneatone hebe
saw the platesplatea just as tietle had seen them in
vision the night before these platesplatea rested
upon three little cement pillars that ran up
from the bottom and the stones that formed
the sides of the box were cemented together
at the corners

with the plates was an instrument called
the arim and thum mim used by seers in
ancient times and which enabled them to
understand thothe things of god thetue great
high priest used sucasuch an instrument in
the midst of israel on the other continent
and inquired of the lord to receive senben
tence ot judgment in difficult cases that
were brought before him to be judged
aaron hadbad a prim and in the
centre orof hisbis breastplate and when the
casesewes were brought before him the breast
plate of J thetue arim and
thummim wasvas concoucousalconsultedbulbui and whatever


