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toues In the nallve Ltosgue, hut we
could not understund much. We used
what few words we had fn asking
them guestion and tellilng who we
were, They made out to us thal they
were Mormons, and aleo told us that
Brother Brown and g me other Elders
were upon Lhe Pao Muto group,. We
bad been told before about Brother
Brown belpy up oo that group, bat we
are expecting him every day., The
schooners do not run regular trips, ue
they catty ou A trading bueiness, This
je the reason, I suppoee, that he is not
hete, a8 he told some of the people he
expected to be here on the @th of
March. )

The other day I hsd a taste of pol.
The natives carry it in a bagy made of
_green leavee. It tastes vouething like
bornt molasses, only a little more

pleasant. Yesterday wae observed
here as 8 hollday, it heing QGood
Friday. Inthe streets was the place

where the young pepple would gather
to drink their rum.

Sunday, April 2.—This day is ob-
gerved here as a holiday moretban
anything else; When we went down
ty gel something to est we passed
‘ctowds of young people who were
drunk and were stlil drinking. They
drink in the streets, nes the law will
not permit a female to go in u saloon.
All they have 10 Jdo le to call out to
the ealoon koeper Lo bring them out
whatever tbey want, The young na-
tive girls 8 a rule are nice looklng,
but there are sume half castes far ah ad
of them in this respect.

I suppoee you wonder how we spend
our time. Time pessea ratherslow to
ug, but I hope it won't be loug before
Bruther Brown atrives and seta us to
work. During the day we read some
of the Church worke s.d talk
to the nativee when we have
a chance, This morning Brother
Fox and myself tock o walk
around the seashore for o few nuja.
The coral reef extende out from the
land aboul haelf 4 mile, where the
waves strike it and make quite a nolee.
After returniog from the walk we held
Bucrament meeting.

Thursday, April 6th,—Todsy our
thoughts are centeted on bome, thiok-
ing of what a ctowd there must be ip
Balt Lake to witness the deuication ol
the Temple. Today Is & very quiel one
for me, sk We are al pur house, some
writing letters while others are razding
booke. Brother Brown has not artived
yet,and I have come to the conclueion
that he did oot expect us &0 soon, We
have written two lettars to catch him,
but do not know whether they have
done so of not. The group of islands
that he {e laboring on conslsts of over
peventy,and the matl ie very Irregular,
traveling on tradipg vessels. Yester-
day I had u trip with Captsin Pouleon,
of the Galilee, 10 one of his small snil-
ing hosts, We went around in the
Papiete, Thies letter [ will mail eo ae
to go by theiast ealling vessel (alilee,
which leaves here op the 8th of the
present month,and will prohably reach
you sunie time next month. Qrdinariiy
tbe mail from these islande Jeaves on
the 12th of eagh mionth, and for here it
lenver San Franeieco on the lat of the
month.
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W INTER, HAVING perhaps conclud-
ed that aiter our experience with the
temperature of the past few deye we
would be more than glad to” welcome
his return, returned,

"IN FAR OFF SAMOA.

Faigapin, Bamoan Ielands, Aprll 4,
1898.— A ccording to previnus arrange-
ment, the 8alnts from Lalovi arrived
here fn a gmall open boat; thls morn-
ing (Wednesday) as dild aiso Broulher
Ifopo’s bont and crew from Puipa'a.
The latter were on their way to
Hinpapa, at the enst €nd of the island,
it having heen decided to hold the
semi-annual conference of the island
of Upolu at that piace. They remained
here until the strong esstern wind,
thul blows almost 1pcessanlly during
the uay timue, had somewhal subsided,
and the peaceful rays of o lovely clear
moon were beaming brightly o’er Jand
and seu, when they made preparations
to centinue their journey, Elder
QGeorge E. Brownlng, president of the
SBamoan mission, aod EKlders Geo. Me-
Cuneand I, B.Hilton were added tothe

company, Elders Browning and
Hiltous golng in lfopo’s hoat, while
Eider McCune asccompanied the

Saints from Lialovi.

We bade “‘tofa?’ and Jeft the Fagalii
wharf at 11 p.m.- The nalives wele
compelled to row on sccount of the
slight bead wind, but found it wuch
more pleaeant than ruwlng bepeath
the ecutching rays of 8 Samonn sun,
Qur boats glided smoothiy alopg in-
slde the reef, our eclenced oaremen
keepiug time like clock work to one
of their charming pative boat songe.

A ride of fifteea miuvutes brought us
to Valiele, where we weunt outeide the
reet. We found the sea—comparative-
iy apeaking—quite smooth. hut it did
pnot take loug to make uwe feel that it
would be bettet for our neaith on innod.
Ap we contipued our journey Lhe mea
became guite rough and our boats were
tossed about coneiderably. But through
it all we experienced that f[eeling of
safety peculiar to the Salnte when in
thhe path of duly.

We arrived aL Faleapuna at 3:30 a.m.
nwod, as gul osremen were tired, dropped
anchot and remained ina pative house
untll 3 p.m. (Thursdsy), when we re-
sumed our journey and arrived al
HSamusu st 8 p.m. There we were
kipuly welocomed hy the natives and
stopped over night.

The tollowing morning (Friday) we
were informed hy the Buints that the
path leading to our place of destina-
tlon was a good one, aud, A8 wele very
anxious to uvoid the ses as much ue
poesibie, we veolded to walk and let
the natives lake the buats the remain-
ing twelve miles,

We arrived at Blopapa at 11 a. m.
and teceived A hesarty welcome from
Preaiding Elder C, E. Bummerhays
and Elaer John W, Beck; aleo Eiders
RR. M. 8tevene and Daviu R. Morgan,
who had arrived with the Biumu
Haints eatly in the morping.

The meeting house had been taste
fully decorated by KElders Bummer-
hays and Beck, neaisted by (he Balnts
of thelr uistrict, After partakiog of
some of the huuntles of lile, consisting
ot taro, ‘palusami,* flsh, ote., we be-
gan preparatione { .r conferevnce,

On 8aturday, April 8, our firet meet-
ing of conference was called to order
by Presiding Elder C. E. Bummerhays
al 10 a. m., The I1ollowing Dumed
Elders from Zion were preeent:  (Geo.
E. Browning, R. M. Sievens, Qeoryge
M¢Cune, C. E. Bummerbsye, John
W. Beck, D, R. Morgan and T. H.
Hilton. The morning meesting was

addrersed hy Elders Qeorge E. Brown-
ing and George McCune, 1n the
alternoon Elder R. M. Btevens ad-
dressed the congregation,

After the alternoon eervices, the
natives of the district guve a
‘‘Taalolo,’ (the bringing of food Lo
vieltors,) in bonor of our vieit. The
high chiefs and ‘“talking-men*’ led out
iu the first procession, each ourrying a
basket of food, which wus laid on the
ground hefore ue. Fillowing afler
them came young mend and maidens
from either wide of the viliage, some
throwing and twirling eticks and
Enives, othera singiog snd daociag,
and keeplog time to the beating of a
native dtum. Tbe whole ceremony
was performed io & very dexiergus
manner,

A fter the nolse had abated, three of
the principal *‘talking-men’’ stood be-
fore us, and hela a brlet copsuitation,
jenning upon their stufts, 88 i8 custom.
ary with them when addressing an
audience. Attheclose or their gon-
versatios two of them retired and the
remsaining ove stepped forward apd
maue an appropriaste ppeech. When
he concluded, Elder Geo. K. Browning
responded, and fn a few well chosen
worde thapked them for the kind-
ness abud respect shuwn  us,
HBome ol the ‘‘tulafnles,’ gp
talking men, then came (orward and
presented each article of food, with the
name of the douor. While they were
thus engaged a number of the Foung
women present began the ‘'siva,’* op
outive dapee, which wae very inter-
¢sLing. Beveral of the brethren pres-
ent pronouned the *“*Taslolo?’ the best
they had had the privilege of witpess-
ing.

In the evening the Elders gnd
native Balnte, with & few of their
friende, aesembied in the meeting
house and whiled away an hour or
two listening to mueic and einging hy
pome of thuse present, Brother R, M,
Htevens’® echool children from Hjumy
went through some exercises 1in
Sumoan and Engiieb iR 4 most credit-
able manner. All of the echool ghild-
ren recelved presents ln the shape of
Jittle calico juckets or coats, which had
been made by the sisters at Fagalii, .

On Bunday, April 9th, the morning
mieeling wua called to order at 8:15, and
after pinging and prayer, the pnames
of the Church authotitier, yeneral] and
local, were presented snd unanimously
sustained. The names of the mis-
sioparive on Bamoa were aleo placed
hefure the conferenoe and eustaiped,
The setatistical report for elx months
enuing April 6th was alsp read, show=
ing an enoouraving Incresse.  Re-
marks wete th.n made by Elders T,
H. Bilton, Joo W. Beek, anvd (. E.
Summerhays.

Immedintely after the morning
meeting was uver we held a Baera-
ment meeting, st which Elder Geoige
E. Bruwoiny 8poke on the Bacrament.
¥ o nlsv presented the pames of Naial
and Tagalos as belng worthy of hold-
iug the Priesthood, snd favored.their
ordination to the «flice of Dencons,
which met the approval «f ail present.
The meeting was then given luto the
hapds of thoss present Lo speak as the
Bpirit of the Lord should dictate, The
followlng hrethren and sisters respond.
ed: Finme, Jfopo, Taumal, Naial,
Faaloge, Tagslos, Bl e, Halinoa and
FTeviseu. The Bsorament was admine-
fetered by Eliers Stevens and Me-



