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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

LEIF AND COLUMBUS.

In another part of the NEWs will be
found un interesting articie by Dr.
Jobn Thorkelson coucetning the early
discoveries on the American coast by
Nortbmen. It was written at the re-
quest of the Icelandic *‘Society of
National Friends*” and published at

Reyrjavik, Iceland, The transiation
is by Mr. John Thorgeirson, a native,
we believe, of that historic isiand
butf uwow a resident of Baonack
©ity, Monptana. The author is rec-
tor magnificus of the Uni-
versily of leeland and recoguvized as
one of the best informed antiguarians
ofthe northern countries, The article
<ontains about all that is positivesy
konown ooncerniog the tamous Leif
Kirikson and others who made voy-
ages Lo this continent, and it is bascd
on the records stiil found in Iceland,
and more especially on the codex
named afterthe island of Fiato, which
was broughbt tromy Copenhagen to the
World’s Fair at an enormous vxpense.

The doubts enterisived regurding
the perilsus voyages of Leit Erigson
and others of hls countrymen in the
beginniny of the vleventh century and
Subsequently are by this time prety
Zonerally dispelled, and it is accepted
a8 a historioal fact, that they actually
landed in A merica and recorded the
wvent, But it is equally certain tkat
their Jdlecoverles diu Dot extend far
enough toexcite the genweral atiention’
of the world, They had no idea ot
the vast continent, of which they had
seen but a very small part, The time
was oot then come for the opening up
-0f thia couuntry for the universal bene-
fit ot mankivd. That was reserved tor
Columbus, foutr centuties later. In
‘other wotds, the discoveries by which
this continent was wade pari of the
eivilized world, the bome o! humab
liberty, the throne of the guesu of
nations and the cradle of the Chureh
.of God in this dispensation, will al
ways justly be traced to the Genoege
and not to the celebrated Icelander,
Whetbher Columbus had heard abput
Lisil’s discoveries aund thereby wag
prompted to undertake his expedition

{0 the western hemlisphere is a ques-
tion not yet eeitied, By some it
supposed that he vigited locland in 1477
and there became acquainted with the
records concerning Vinland. Others
digcard this assertion as only assump-
tion, and contend that the discoverer
might have his informoation of the far

away countty¥ from traveling loeland-
ers. It cannot be denled that
among the wsages c¢f the island
at toat time Wwere some fam-

ous gcholars, leducated in Germauy
or Fravee und well known inother
HBuropean countries, and 1t is not im-
possible that Columbus might bave
met some of them. But it would seem
that it he bad been able to pointto
histotical records coutalning accounts
©f voyagesto Lbe jand in Lbe west, he
woulu havehad a most poweriul argu-
ment in the struggle to convince his
¢otemporaties of the feasibility of
reaching that country. The absence

©f any reference to such information

may be taken as pretty sure evidence
toat be did not possess it.

Then, again, if Leif’s discoverles
had beeu the gulding star In the mind
0f Columbus, he would naturslly have
takeu nearly the same course as Leif
took. He would have gowe by way
of 'Gresnland and reached Amerlca
somew here near Lieif’s booths, 8a olhets
are sald to havedone before him, This,
ag is well kpoown, he did uot do, but
took un entirely independent couras,
taking ajl tue chuances of a first dis-
coverer, These considerations cannot
be disregarded in a discussion about
tbe poseible conneciion between Lhe
difterent expeditions to the great west.
I'he probavility i that, at the time of
the fifteenth century, Leif’s Vinlanu
wal pracically forgotien and that thia
couulry by the providence of the
Almighty w-s agaim dlscoversd by
Columbus,

A “JEDRICKITE? DEFECTION.

According to.s notice in Zion's En-
sign, Elder C. A. Hall, president of the

Hedrickite church, has severed his
counection With that organization, by
publicly declaring it to be without
Priesthoou authority awvd without
iegitimate succession to the Church
fouuded in 1830, Mr. Hall, we under-
atand, bus been the leading spiclt of
that movement during the iast five or
8ix years, and his gtep is iikely to be
followed by uvthers, who po doubt have
comse to the eame conciuslon,

Apyone wbo has the coutsge of his
convictions has one great requisite lor
usefuiness in the cause of truth, avd
the enlistment of sugh ubder her
glorious bannpers deserves always to be
halled with joy. It would seem to be
high time both for the Hedrickite anu
the Josephite organization carefuily to
reconsider their present status in the
Iight of the revelationg of the Aimigh-
Ly snd the fagts of Church histery. By
doiug so sincerely and in humility,
they cannot evade tne recoguition of
that authority which alone has di-
vine sauctiob; and ip submitting to if,
tkey wou d receive the bieseings which
are to be found nowhere but within Lthe
Church.

TILE UNEMPLOYED.

A cssual reader, perusing the special
message and actompanying documenta
just trapsmitted by Governor West to

the Legislature, tcight derive exagger-
ated ldess of the number of unem-
ployed men and theamount of distreps
jo this gity. 'The communication of
Hon. Wendell Benron, chsirman of
the Territorlal Relief commission,
gives the number of unempioyed men
on the list of that commission as 1,706,
Hon. Artbur L. Thomas, chairmas of
the General Relief soclety, gives the
number of names of ynemployed men
on its books as about 1,500, while
Seleciman Bamborger, chairman of the
Balt Lake county and oity relief
wotk gives 1,141 as the pumber of
laborers oo bis llst who are waiting for
work. The apparent aggregate is 4,347
men who are out of employment, and

bave itated their names in the hope of
obtainilng a few days’ work at the
small wages that are being paid by the
orgauizations named. In other words,
the showing is that there are in this
city 4,347 men who are out ot employ-
ment, and whose nDecersities are so ur-
gent that they have sought & few days’
work thtough one of the channels that
have bee: established for reijeving the
pee:ity and suffering.

On their face these fizures con-
conviction that

vey A& they ex-
aggerate the facts, Allowing 1o
the city & population of 55,000

and a laboring man to every jix in-
habitants, we have 9,166 labering men,
The latter fizure is not intended to in-
clude meschants nor business nor pro-
fessionsl men, and will probably cover
all who would bs commonly classed as
izsboring men, or even exceed Lthe
number that could properly be sz clas-
sifled. Thers are just about 8,000
registere. voters in the city, and these
include olasses Who are here ex-
cluded from the estimated number gof
working men. If wesay that we have
8,000 of the latter we shall probably
approximate the truth,

Now 4,347 ia nearly half of 9,000,

but it ia oot poaible that
veatly ope half of the worktng
men of thiz eity have listed thejr

pames for a share of the employment
which is specially designed for the re-
lief of the destitute, There must have
breu an extensive duplication of
names of applicants for work on the
three Hais above referred to. A pentle-
man who is in a position to know, |n-
torms the NEws thatif the names gp
Mr. Benson's list, 1,706 in pumher, be
thrown aside, and only those given by
Messrs. Thomas and Bambsrger be re.
tained, the truth would he approxi-
maled, The gentleman explained
that the organization of whigh Mr.
Thomas aschairman bad been co-oper-
ating all winter with Mr, Bamberger,
aud that one object of such co-opera-
tlon had been to avold duplicating
reliefl while pneedy persons had re-
ceived npone; whereas Mr. Benson’s
organlzation, being a new one, had
naturally attracted to its list a great
portion and perhaps nearly all, ot the
walting working men who were on
the other two liste, It is Enown that
thereare many instances in which the
nédme of the same man appearson both
the latter lials, & fact which reduces, by
so much, the apparent number of un-
employed on thew,

« The number of men without work,
and the amount of destitution, are
great encugh, without belng exagper-
ated. We do not vharge that this has
been douve Intentionally, by any pet-
son. The documents referred to are no
doubt trothful in the figures which
they give, and wers submitted by the
Governor to the Legislature for what
tihey are worth., They were rot pre-
pared by thelr sutbors por submitted
by the Governor, with auy intention to
mislead. The point we wish to make
iv reference to them isthat the circum-
stances attending them reguire to be
understood, in order that the whole
truth of the subject may be,

While the situation Is to be deplored,
it ought not to be porirayeid in colora
darker than are vecesssary to represent
the facts. The meverity of winter ig
over,the spring is bere,and there is one
source of employment to whign thous-



