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THE PESERET \VEPKLY.

bim. The pext night # cirele was|powaera, It is inicresling to Lnow | their report whieb touches on the

formed; and -1he prophetstepped into
thoe eéntre with a wooden dish full of
cooked mient. Afior 2 danee the dane-
ors filed up, and tv cach one was given
o piece of meat, Although tho danc-
ors were many and the-pieces of maat
few, the meat didn't give out. How
was it done? Well, sleight of hand of
some kiod, I suppose, but I oouldn‘tl
digcover the trick.”’

The 1ate special Census Agent |
for Nevada has communicated to
the Acting Commissioner of Indian
Affairs nt Washington what he
claims to have learned about the
peicon named cccasionally John
Bides, and sometimes Johnson, but
whose real vamo appedrs to be
nelther of these. He says:

*“The prophaet resides it Mason Vni-
ley, Eaneraldn, Nev., close to the
Walker River Reservation. His name
is not Joho 8ides at Reno but Captain
Jack Wilson, known among all 1n-
dians by the Indian names of We:Vo-
Kar and al=o Co-We-Jo, an intelligent,
nne-luokin% Indinn of abomt thirty-
five yearsof uge. who goes into frances, |
or seemingly 8o, froin Lwelve to foat-
teen hours, in {he prescnce of large |
numbers of Indianx, Upon his recov-
ery he relates to them what he hay
secn. He 1wlls them he bas been to
heaven, and that the Messiah is-¢om-
ing to the earth again and will put the
Indians in possession of this vountry;
that he Thas gecr! in heaven a heap of
Indians, sonie of which are dresscd in.
the white man’s ¢iothes; he counsels
the Indiaus not to disturb the white
folkn.”

!

The same gentleman also says:

have is ‘that the governmaent will in-
terfcre through the troops. 1 :hinkif
tho [ndianaare lot alone at the virious
agenciea 1he whaole thing will die
nway, Allof the Indians here do not
believe in the prophet, althouegh Jose-
phus, the chiet at Walker Lake, thinks
may be Co-We-Jo is a prophket, for the
vi;ason that be went twice to this pro-
phet to consult about water, as there
was no rain and Walker River was
noarly dried up, and upon each ocua-
slon the prophcb(f)redicted rain, whieh
really came and saved their crops;
hence their belief in -thix prophet.

“Captain Duve of the Nevada
Agency and Josephis of Walkar River
are better posted upon this Indian
araze than any other Indians in Ne-
vada. They are truthful, intelligent |
and relinble.” |

At a meetiog of the Americanl
Folk Lore Soclety, & few days ago,
the suljectof the -‘Indian Messiali?? |
was trested upon. A eynopsis of’
the procecdings appeared in the N,
Y. Fvening Sun,the folluwing being
n portion of what 1t eaid in rcrer-!
ence to a speech made by Dr. Brin-
ton:

“More inwresting. perhaps, was his
mention that ‘the Rev. Mr. Anthony,
an Indianof the Delaware tribe, oneeo
told me [the speaker] that the word
‘Lenape’ used as the native name of
the tribe, and generally transtaied
‘the true man,’ had an esoterie signlfi- ¢
eanee, ‘‘he man will come;’ and that
this idea wasincvery Delaware In-
dian's mind when he engaged 'in the
meadicine dance.’ The word modicine,
it being undersinot], is used in the
wenze of sorcery; § (!qa_a.[mg with océult

|

that the word ‘Lenape’ pogaessed a
meaning beyond its familiarone, which
was natureally assamied to themselves
by these Iudians ns 2 tribal designa-
tion. Buot the esoleric meaning of ‘Le-
nape' is not very differeut from that
attributed to 'Adam;’ thus the sug-
gestion is started that this name, too,
may 1ot unnatirally bave ecarried an
equivalent csoterie slgnifleance, ‘ibe
man will evme.”

Thensfollowed the reading of a
paper by Alice B. Fletcher, an au
thority on the Dakotas, who treafed
upon the origin of the present re-
ligious excitement amoog the In-
dians. We again quote:

“It began, it appears, in the Chey-
cnne River country six or seven Vears

| ago, with a Christiah convert who be-

gan to seo vigions, He beheld a hunt-
ing ground with hetds of buifulo and
1 laminous path leading fo it, By
which approached a human fignre, it

| threw aside ifs robe, diselosing the )

Chrigtian Messial, and pointing to thy
erncifixion scars sald: ‘Behold what
the white men did to me. T eomo
now io my Indiun children. whomthe
white men have oppressed snd de-
splwed.”  17roun this first seer the dela-
siors sprend until others began having
visione ullthrough the Roeky Moun-
tain country, nnd siilt others made
pilgrinuiges 40 the plices where the
visiond were sean. hoping forlike rov-
elations to themmsel vas,’

A SHAMEFUL PUBLIC DOUUMENT.
The repoet of fhe Uiah Commis-

| sion for 1890 i at last printed in|
“The onty fenr the Nevada Indians | pamphlel forn and made public. |
| It is dated August 220d, and has

therefore remained about three and
n half months ia comparative oh
seurity. But purtions of it, ¢are-

1po]ygamy guestion to which refer-
ence need be made, are a nnmber of
isolated sentences picked oul from
i discourses by the Apostles and
leading Iclders, and the repetition
jof the speculations indulged in by
nonamed registrars in regard to re-
cent plhural marriages.

The sentences and parts of sen-
tences thus selected are quoted by
! the Commission as ‘‘illustrating the
tenacity with which the Mormon
Church adlhieves to all the tenela of
the Chureh, including polygamy.’”
The truth ia that they have no ref-
erence whatlever to the subject of
polygamy. And comparwson with
the reporfs of the discourses from
iwhich the Commission culled
these extracts, demounstrate
|the fact that plural marriage
| was not treated of, either directly or
{indirectly, and that the Comimis-
| sion have indulged in the most Jes-
picable apd cowardly misrepresent-
ation which, in our view, i8 a great
deal woras than bold and deliberate
falsehood.

As to the forty-one cases of al-
{leged polygamous marrianges, the
astatement about which was so in-
dustripusly circulated throughout
th&country, they are simply this

“The Compiiggion s v receipt of
reports from itz registration ofiicers
which emumerate forty-oneinale per-
wons who it 1a believed have entered into

polygamic relations sinee the June
revisionot 1889,

Thus the whole story is nothing

fully selected for the purpose, were | butrumor, the authority for which
cylied and given to the Associated |is not given, for even the regisirars
Press before tho report was filed | who are said to have mwde_ the »e.
with the Searetary ol the Lnterfor. |poré ate nob charged with holding
Thie was minaged by the Com-|this Oelief, anu ihe whole thing
mission befure they Jeft this city. [is a mere bit of baseless

The majsr poriion of the repott
was published in the “Liberal”’
organ, omiiting such parts as did
not serve the purpase designed, and:
the dispatch flend in this eity wa-
nipulated those portions that could
be used to defame the “ilormon?
Church, and they were widely pub-
lished and commented upon by the
papers.

1t is too lnte to take up the report
and deal with it in detail. Much
of it is now dead matter. Notable
oveuts have ocenrred since the date

of its compilaiion which render

a great part of it pointless. The
sinlistios and references topolygamy
are of this character. The Declgra-
tion of President Woodiuff nod the
actisn of the General Conferenco of
the Chureh show that the Cojnmia-
sion 2 re not to e numbert] among
the prophetn,
The gunly itom

| gossip—ds will be seen from the
words we haveitaliclsed—wihich the
| Utaly Commission ought to have
had too much dignity to dilate and
enlarge upon and publish as though
it was of vital national importance.
The political part of the report
calls for some comment from us,
because reference is made therein
10 the DesERET NEWS and (o the
editor personally, that shonld not
be passed by in silence. After giv-
jug wome account of the eontro-
versy, lasl winter, over the conduct
of the registration efficers for the
ipal eleztion, who de!i'al{ded.
many of the People’s party voters
| of thelr rights at the polls, amd
| were duly whitewashed by the
‘Ct:nmlssion, reference is made to
| some correspondence Letween the
{{Gommistion and the editor of the.
DEsknrt NEWS, And the repork

muuie

iu thiat ‘parp of | saye:



