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him the next night a circle wasas
forforriter and the into
the centre with a wooden dish full of
cooked meat after a dance the danc-
ers filed up and to each one was given
a piece of meat although the danc-
ers were many and the of meat
few the meat give out how
was it done well sleight of hand of
some kind I1 suppose but I1
discover the trick

the late special census agent
for nevada has communicated to
the acting commissioner of indian
affairs at washington what he
claims to have learned about the
person named occasionally john
sides and sometimes johnson but
whose real name appears to be
neither of these he says

the prophet resides in mason var
leley Bsmeralda novnev close to the
walkervalker river reservation his name
is not john sides at reno but captain
jack wilson known among analt in-
dians by the indianindian names ofofeeW vo
kar and also co we jo an iintelligent
fine lookinglookin indian of about thirty
five yearsyeara ofage who goes into trances
or seemingly so from twelve to four-
teen hours in the presence of large
numbers of indians upon hisbis recov-
ery he relates to them what he has
seenmen he tells them he has been to
heaven and that the messiah iscomIsts com
ing to the earth again and will put the
indians inhi possespossessionion of this country
thatthai he lasnas seen in heaven a heap
ludindianaians some of are dressed in
the whitewhile mans clothes he counsels
the indians not to disturb the white
yolksfolks

the same gentleman also say

the only fear the nevada indians
have is that the government will in-
terfere through tha troops I1 think it
the indiana are lotlet alone at the various
agencies the whole thing will die

wayaway all of the indians here do not
believe in the prophetrophet although jose-
phus the chief at walkeralker lake thinks
may be ooco we jo is a prophet for the
reason that he went twice to this pro-
phet to consult about wates as there
was tto rain and walker river waswa
nearly dried up and upon each ocoa
sion the prophetacxpredictedredicted rain which
really came and saved their crops
hence their belief inift this prophet

captain dave of the nevada
agency and josephus of walker river
are better posted upon this indian

than any other indians in ne-
vada they arere truthful intelligent
and rbreliableliable

at a meeting of the american
folk lore societyBoci ety a few days ago
the subject of the indian messiah
WMwas treated upon A synopsis of
the proceedings appeared in the N
Y evening StAnthe following belbeingng
a portion of what it saideaid in refer
onceence to a speech made by dr brin-
ton

more interesting perperhapshalg was his
mention that the revkev mr anthony
an indian of the delaware tribe once
told me the speaker that the word
IllenapeAnapel used asag the native name ofif
the tribe and generally translated
the true man had an esoteric signifi-

cance the man will come and that
this idea was in every delaware in-
dians mind when he engaged in the
medicine dance 1 the word medicine
it being understood is used in the
sensemense of sorcery a wittwith occult

powers it is interesting to know
that the word ILelenape possessedpo a
meaning beyond its familiar one which
was naturally assumed to themselves
by these indians as a tribal designa-
tion but the esoteric meaning of le-
nape is not veryverv different ayom that
attributed to adam thus the sug-
gestion is started that this name too
may not unnaturally have carried an
equivalent esoteric significance the
man will come 11

then followed the reading of a
paper by alleealice B fletcher an au
dhority on the dakotasdakota who treated
upon thehe origin of the present re-
ligious excitement among the in-
mans

in-
dians we agatoagain quote

giltit began it appears in the chey-
enne river country six or seven years
ago with a christian convert who be-
gan to see visions ilehe beheld a hunt-
inging ground with herds of buffalo and
a luminous path leading to it by7which approached a human figure it
threw mideaside its robe disclosing the
christian messiahMe nsiah and poinpointingtink to ththe
crucifixion searsscars said behold what
the white men did to me I1 coniccome
now to my indian children whom tilethe
white men have oppressed and de-
spised 1 from this first seer the delu-
sion until others began having
visions allalt through the rockykv moun-
tain countrytou and stiltstill others made
pilgrimages to the places where tile

were seen hoping for like rev-
elationselations to themselves

A SHAMEFUL PUBLIC DOCUMENT

the report of the utah commis-
sion for 1890 is at last printed in
pamphlet form and made public
it is dated august ansiand has
tletherefore remainedremittedremit ned about three and
a half months inia comparative ob
securityity but portions of it care-
fully selected for the purpose were
culled and given to the associated
press before the report was filed
with the secretary of the interior
this was managed by the com-
mission

om
before they left this city

the major portion of the report
was published in the i liberal
organ omitting such parts as did
not serve the purpose designed and
the dispatch tendfiend in this city ma-
nipulatedted those portions alithatat could
be used to defame the mormon

church and they were widely pub-
lished sadand commented upon by the
papers

it is too late to take up the report

and deal with it in detail much
of it is now dead matter notable
events have occurred since the date
of its compilation whichw aich render
a great part of iti colnpointlessaless the
statistics and ceferereferencesaces to polygamy

are of this character the declara-
tion of president woodruff and the
aatiactionan of the general conference of

the church showallow that the commis-
sion are not to be numbered among

the prophets
tilethe only items juiu that pait of

r

their report which touches on the
polygamy question to which refer-
ence need be made are a number of
isolated sentences picked out from
discourses by the apostles and
leading Eeldersiders and the repetition
of the speculations indulged in by
uunnamedn named registrars in regard to re-
cent plural marriages

the sentences and parts of sen-
tences thus selected are quoted by
the commission as illustrating the
tenacity with which the mormon

church adheres to all the tenets of
the church including polygamy
the truth is that they have no ref-
erence whatever to the subject of
polygamy and comparicomparisonaon with
the reports of the discourses from
which the commission culled
these extracts demonstrate
the fact that plural marriage
was not treated of either directly or
indirectly and that the commis-
sion have indulged in the most des-
picable and cowardly misrepresent-
ation which in our view is a great
deal than bold and deliberate
falsehood

As to the forty one casescam of ai1
lebed polygamous marriages the
statement about which was so in

circulated throughout
they are simply thisthie

the commission is in receipt of
reports from its registration officers
which enumerate forty one male per-
sons who it tsis believed have entered into
polygamio relations since the june
revisionof 1889 11

thus the whole story is nothing
but rumor the authority for which
laIs not given for even the registrars
who are said to have made the re-
port are not charchargedgd with holding
this belief anciana thithe whole thing
is a meromere bit of baseless

gossip Rsas will be seen from the
words we have italicizeditalicisedsed which the
utah commissionommission ought to have
had too much dignity to dilate and
enlarge upon and publish as though
it was of vital national importimportancece

the political part of the report
calls for some comment from us

because reference is made therein
to the D and to the
editor personally that should not
be passed by in silence after giv-
ing somehome account of the contro-

versy last winter over the conduct
of the registration officers for the
municipal electionelettlon who defrauded
many 0off the peoplepeopless party voters
of their rights at the POpolls and
werewere duly whitewashed by the
commission reference is made to

some correspondence between the
commission and the editor of thete

NEWS and the report

saye
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