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CHURCH discipline

replies to a letaddele ILB IL robertsroberta
subject fully Aanswert on the

inc queries and objections point
and showingaa outont errora

of friendsattitudeclearly the
imdd enemiesCnemies of the church on the
1xe Adaddressdreo miscalledMi a man

if sto 191 9 and events subsequent
thereto in churchuta

na political matters

the following correspondence em

bv a letter written to a churco
I1 by a residentrealdent of oden whose
ommameiaIs withheld hebe did ooldot

alre perpermiemissionaion to publish it
mei thereto by eldera reBponie
A S Borobertberts made predrevlou
toktoa return a few days

W latter
te hishie jesion iry labor

the whole matter 16I1f wo fast
to the careful considers

1 ft aj the NEWS reareadersreadelledells asae bearen

awbah address to the church ii

cwb 1896 onOD theibo of chuoc
engagingeogagioK in politico anAID

ata Bta connected with and subs equer
fco40 the addressadd reee down to the

irs LEI errorr irza

utah dec alst 1896

aider 13 HR robertsroberta centervilleCenterville utah
xer IRbrotherrother there seems to be a

arell defined and growingcrowing idea among auanput portion of the thinkers of our
thitthat the leaders are eaddaddlingling the

fristedd with some things for wwhich he laIs
W responsible the feeling exists that

theme name of the lordjord is used too freely
ahou pertaining to matters upon which

ere ought to be charitycharily the admitted
alaan for unity in things essential libjib
oftttytty in things non butbat in all

charitycharily adema to have been abro
at any rate that isin what a great

A tty arere thinking because it appears to
be for any man to express an
opinion dissenting from the views of the
aclerlcler without being threatened with

sho ion otof his ecclesiastical position and
with the fear oiof concomitant complic-
ations in hisbig political or commercial fo-
rtunee

whosetheae things aarere ftfast destroying the
butit of the people especially of the
younger classesolaase and if their faith is once

chakow thethey will have to live infidel and
in all lumanhuman probability reach the

finalamal restibeatingtyr place believing that gods

authority on the earth has been a
phantom the cloak otof designing men

the true and bestbeat and only loyalty to
the churek in the present unfortunate
crisis seems to me to defend ibe right of
free speech which whatever denial may
be attempted is notdot a fact in utah at the00
present time free speech may exist
theoretically but not in lacfam to all intents
and purposes

I1 have reason to that you stand
in the front rank of the nobler thought
in utah and becauseof your exceptional
mental and physical qualifications ought
to be the foremost champion of the poopeo-
ple in their ability to govern their
church instead of permitting its affairs
to be entirely dominated as at present
by a few

A series of leading articles in the
DESERET NEWS published at various
times in november sets up the right of
the church leaders specifying the first
presidency to10 make alter change or
revoke the lawn of the church con-
firmatoryfir matory of this view revoking it is to10
be reasonably assumed the laws olof
the church with reference to the
attitude of the first presidency towards
civil aftaffairsairs the NEWSNEWIS pre-
sumes to voice the sentiments of the
body of the church in the declaration
reebee editorial of nov last that the

election of a certain manmail referring to
moses thatcher to the united 8 a es
senate by the coming utah lAsilegislatureslature
would be an insult to the body of the
church isayI1 say presumes because it is
impossible that the NEWS can have any
means of knowing the sentiments of the
body of the church although doubt ess
fully and officially representing the view
of one or two leaders

the doctrine and covenants distinctly
lays down the principle of church gov-
ernment by common consent a prin-
ciple which ponceconcedesdog the right of dis-
cussion and of dissent there can be no
common consent if thithe people cannot
dissent without incurring the displeasure
olof the authorities thatthai dissentersdissented do
incur this displeasure if they presume to
dissent from the moremere whim of certain
leaders you are probably as well able to
testify tordoaaas any man in utah the phil-
istines have been alterafter you more than
once

if the first presidency hasbaa the right
to change alter or revoke or make
I1lawswall for the church common consent
I1isis obsolete asan there can never exist ttwowo
supreme law making powers in any or-
ganization at oneode and the same time

if the doctrinedoc irine of common consent isin
i truerue and god has so declared it and
nothing can be done in the church with
cut atit is only reasonable to imply thatbat
if the common consent is withhold thereere
rests no authority in the first presi-
dency to make alter change or re-
voke the laws

I1 am one of those who believe everevery
man holding the priesthood tois responsi-
ble

onal
to god for the conduct otof the affairs

of the church and for its purity be-
lieving thus it becomes my dutydaty to use
whatever ability and influence I1 may

have in the suppression of wrongdoingwrong doing
in the church regardless by whom done
realizing that the liability to err lain as
great in the presiding quorum of the
church as in the lowest infallibility Isia
the gibraltar upon which absolutismabsolu isia
safe but before which the pillars of
liberty crumble to dust

it isia with profunda regret that I1 find
myself unable to accept the so called
manifesto as the word of the lord or
the policy that it is the duty of every
member of the church to carry out on
the oi0 her handband I1 believe it isia the daty
of every man viewing the subject as I1
view it to do all he can towards its re-
peal

that you once held a similar position
whatever change your views may have
undergone since I1 have every reason to
believe because I1 was present on april
ath last the day after the manafi sto was
read and adopted at general conference
and alterafter it had obtained your signature
at the residence of moses thacherTha oher in
salt lake when you in connection with
some others administered the ordinance
of the sickbick to brother thatcher you
will remember you were mouth ireI1 re-
ported the blessing in short hand sitting
by the side of brother thatcherThaloher and
you then made useuee of the following lan-
guage and now 0 god the eternal
father in all humility we appeal unto
thee in behalf of this brother and
we uphold him before abee in
our beans bestbeat love we ask
abee our fathertyFatfatherhertoto remember alkhisall his
faithfulness and devotion unto thee and
to thy great cause in the earth to have
respect unto this thy anandand to give
untoauto us the life otof this man and to the
church of christ and this man a life of
usefulness in the future

oarfather we will not let him boand
we ask thee to have respect unto theibe
priesthood and authority which thou
hathast given unto us we ask thee tolo
hear ouourrdppetitionetit ion in hishia behalf and 0
father do0 thou bless him as in the
name of jesus christ we bless him and
waymay health and strength be given
unto him from this timelime hence-
forth that he may begin to mend
and that thy power may rest
upon him that he may become powerful
and strong to plead torfor the rights and
liberties of thy people to this end we
petition thee and ask thee to bless thisrhythy servant and brother mows in
theibe name of the lord we say unto thee
be thou made whole that thy recovery
may begin from this hour and we com-
mand it jnin all humility but in the nadienamar
of the lord jesus christ amen

it tois evident that at this time your
0opinion was that the liberties of the peo-
plepro were jeopardizedJeopardizedandand in view of the
controversy then existing it is but fair to
assume that these liberties were placed
in jeopardy in your judgment by the
manifesto which for reasons bestbeat known
to you you hadbad been led

to sign
it isin probably true that there exists in

utah today a condition which makes it
necessary or in your opinion advisable


