290

THE DESERET WEERKLY.

The organization of u Btake is & per-
fect pattern of the general organlzation
of the Church. Ae God organized the
whole Chureh with three presiding
High Priests and with twelve presid.
ing High Coulicllors, or a traveling
High Council, so we have three High
Priests to preslde over a Bilake, and
twelve High Counocilors tv sit with
them in judgment on mstters which

m«y be appealed to them from
the Bishop’s court, or may
come before them originally, The Bis-
hops are appointed to preside

over wards in » 8teke. A Bishop pre-
sides over one ward. He has no jurles-
diction over ancther ward. He cannot

o into anather ward and act there as

ishop, because he is not set apart for
that purpose, He has been appointed
Bishop over a certain ward., 'I'here he
has authority to preside. But his juris-
dictlon and his authotity do not extend
any farther, 8o with the President of
u Btake, The President of the Boow-
flake Stake of Zion has auathurity in
the Bonowilake Btuke, hut he hae no
nuthority.in any other Biake, Where
he 1s set upart to preplde, with his coun-
pelors, there he hus jurisdiction, ac-
cording to ihe rights and powers which

eriati b0 his presi_ency, Now, nsthe

residency of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Liatter-dny Salote presides
over the “Twelve, over the Presi-
dente of Stakes and over the Bishope
of warde, Lhrough all the Jlengths
and brendths of Zion and through-
out all the world, so the Fresidency
of a Btake presides over the Bishops in
the Stake, and over the High Coun-
cll, and over the High Priests, and
over Lhe Elders? and over all the
pa(mle within the borders of the Btake,
to the pame extent precisely, in their
ephere anu calling, as the First Presi-
deucy over the Church. The presjding
nuthority of a Btake is independent of
that of allother Stakes, but ig not inde.
pendent of the presiding suthotity of
the Church; notwithstznding the or-
ganization of & Btake is as perfect and
complete a8 the oigapization of the
entire Church, yet it would not bLe
complete if it wers not iuseparably
connected with the presiding author-
ity of the Church. Bo, aiso, 8 Bishop
cannot act independently of the presid-
ing authority of the SBtake. He s
amenable to toat authority inall things.
He is responsible, in the discbarge ol
his dutiese, to the presiding uvificers of
the stake in which he ls Bishop. He
i# pot independent of bim elther in the
management of his spiritual affairs o
his temporal aflaire. He s amenuble
to the presiding nuthority of that
Btake ap that preskiing nuthority is
ameDable to the presiding authority ot
the Church, When the Presidency
of n Btake counsel a Bishop with re.
gard to temporal affuire, the Bishop
should understand that ft ie their right
to look into hia affuirs ae & Bishdp, to
pcrutinize his ncte uae eueh, and
to investigate everything thay he does
us Rishop. They notonly nve the right
to do this, but it I8 their duty to do
}t, as much as it is the duty of
the general presidiog authoritiee of the
Church to look iuto the ac-
tions annd conduct of the |reeig-
ing nutlborities of the Btuke, and the
presiding authorities of the Btake have
po right to quesiion their anthority to
dop this; nDeither bas the Bishop any
right to question the authorily of the
Presidency of the Btake to inquire into

his nffairs and to look after bis doings
and see that they nre right. A Bishop
should feel proud to ackoowledge the
right of the FPresidency of the Stake
to enquire into his official acte, and
pot only that, he should fee] proud
that he has someone to rely upon, to
ask_ oounsel of, nnd to eeethat he does
pof®go wrong. Now, as we have no
liternl deacendants of Aaron in the
Church, we have no Bishops acting
withvout counselors, But as we uie
informed that a man who holds
‘the office of & High Priest has
authority to officiate in the lesger
offices of the Priesthood, it is proper to
chuose a High Priest, or to choose an
Elder and ordain him o High Priest,
and ordain and set him apsrt to act as
a Bishop in the Church, by reason of
his aathorlly ae a High riest; and he
ehooses two Cuvunselors, and they aot
together as commou judges, oras a
commoan court, o the midst of Zl-n, to
sit in judgment upon difficulties be-
tween brethren, and to judge between
brethren with regard totheir moralnnd
religious dutiee, and to see thai all
wrongeare put right. Notonly so,but
it is their duty to look afler the poor,
and see that they are fed and clothed;
to look after the fatherless, and pee
that they are provided fur;to gather the
tithings of the people,and to take care of
those tithinge, anu to hold them subject
to the orders of the Presiding Bishop-
ric, or of him who presides over the
Preeiding Bisbopric—tie President of
the Church, Ffor remember, while we
bave two authorities apparently rup-
ning aloug Interally in the Chureh, it
must not be lost sight of that the
greater always presides over the leeser,
&0 Lhat althougb the Preelding Bishop-
ric has great authority in the Church,
and is entrusted with the management
of the tempurai affairs of the Churech,
controling the Birhops with regard to
thepe matters, still the Presiding
Bishopric i8 controlled by the Presi-
dency of the Church, as are all the
other Bishops. Bo It is inn Stake of
Zion, The Bishops who are entrusted
with the gathering of the tithings ot
the people and holding them sub-
jeot to the orders of the Pre.
siding Biebopric or the presiding
authorlty of the Chbureh, do
so under the supervigion and ceunsel
of the Presldency of the Btakes iu
which they live, 1 want the Bizhops
to understand that it is the d uty of the
Presidents of Stakes to look after them
and, if neovseary,to see that they muke
their tithing hayetacks and their wheat
bine tust right, sc that the hay and
wheat will not be wasted. They are
placed to preelde over you and to couc-
sel you in regard to the management of
your blehopric. When Bishops try a
cree, tiere may be an appeal from their
Judgment to the Presidency of the
Stake and the High Council. They
boldf a supervisory power over your
decielore, and they can reverse them
if they eee proper, or they can sustain
them.

Thus you wil] ind the order of ihe
Privethocd that God has estublished,
from the Deacon unto the prepiding
authcrity io the Church; all working
iu barmony one with the other; nou
clashing, no ognteutlon, but each one
neting ln his own place; etch ome’s
duty defined, and If ench one will keep
in his own sphere and attend to his
own duty, there wlll be no trouble and

no difticulty with regard to the rights

of priesthood or presidency, I have
beard in my time of Bishops who fejt
ibat they were uvnly amenable to the
residing Bishopric. If there 1ia any
ichop here that e possessed of thag
erroneous idea, I want bim tc begome
disjoeeesed of it. Remember that
¥ou are sutject tothe counsel,direction
and eupervision of the Presidency
of your &8take. And the Presj.
dency of your Binke 15 sinenab)e
to the presiding uuthoritles of the
whole Church. We want you Blshops
to say to the presiding wuthorities jn
your Hlake: “We have so and gap
{desoribing the articles) on hnnd here,
We huve received 0 much, Here urc;
the books conteining our ac¢counts
snd they are ull open 1o you, and we
invite yuu to come and luok after ug
and see that we attend (o our duties
right, nud Lelp us keep things straight
if you can,?’—for sometimen it is very
difficult for Bishope to keep things
etralght; in fact, it is sometimes ver
difficult for men to keep themegelves
straight. Here is where the troubte
lies, If you willshow me n man whop
ls renlly capable of keeping him.

self  abraight in every parti ularp
I will show you 8 munn, if he
is n Bishop, that will be aple

to keep himeell straizbt se a i
and he will keep his Bisho rlGB;;gtEtr;
stralght too. 8o with the President of
z Btake, and with n High Counciler
etc. But if you finda man that i 1.of
capable of keeping bhimwel! straight
then it s difficult indeed for him te
keep bis pubiic aftairsstraight,
Bretbrep and sisters, I felt like re-
ferring briefly to thissubject. A great
denl may be sajd in relation to the
authority and rights of the priesthood,
It is the grand principle of government
und of organizatien, by which the
energies and forces of the people of
God 1o all ages have been umf wiil be
directed. It is that pripej;le by
which God Almighty governe through.
out all His univerge. It is the
rineiple by which the QChureh of
erus Christ of Latler-day Bninte is
governed, and by which the people, as
Individuals, should be guided and
ountrolled in all their religious Jduties
It is n principle that must bs bonored
by the membersofthe Church, becanse
no man can magnify hie ealllng as a
member of this Church who does not
feel in his soul to hohor and respect
the Pricsthood whch is held by his
brethren, Itie true our brethren are
not perfect. None of us are perfect. But
the Priesthood that we hold is perfeot
because it is of God. It ix bhe authority
which Qod bas revealed and pe-
stored 1o the childrew of men for thelr
government apd guidance in the
building up of Zion and in the procla-
mation of the Goapel W the nations of
the earth, until every son and daugh.
ter of Adam shall huve the privilege of
hearing the sound of the (ospel, apd of
being brought 1o the knowledge of the
truth, not only upon this earth, but in
tbe splrit world. The millicoe and
millions thut have lived upon thig
earth and have pmesed nway withoug
the knowledge of the Gospel here, wil}
hnve to be taught them there, by vir-
tue of the suthority of this holy priest-
hood that you and T hold. The
Church of God wlll be organized
among them by the authortty
of thie priesthoou; and al] that ia or
will be done foi e ralvae

tion of the human famlly in thie



